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"9TOro HEe MOXKeT OBITh. 51 TPOCTO TOBOPIO".

"Hy, s He 3Ha0, HO 3TO0 OBIJI0 Xopo1ro. OYeHb XOPOIIo CHelaHo."

Popenus HMKaK He MOTJa 3HaTh TOTO, YETO HE 3HAI OH. Keiin KUBHYII IIPpA 9TOU MBICJIH.

Ona OblyTa pacCTpoeHa TOHKMM IpeHeOpexkeHreM KeiiHa, HO He MOTJIa CKa3arTh,

"Boo0bme-To, Benukuit KHs3b Afi3eH pacckasajl MHe".

K cuacTtsio, KeiftH He cTan paccrupammBaTth ee 06 orBeTe. OH OblT 0CKOpOIeH TeM, uTo Pomenus
oTBeTua 6e3 SHTy3Ma3Ma, ¥ [eCHs MMOJOIIa K KOHIIY.

"MHe o4yeHb XKaJjib, HO S MOJIZKHA UOTHU. THl IOHUMAEIsL?"

Korpa mecHs 3akoHYunIack, nogouuia Coja ¢ cob6Ia3HUTENbHOM yIEIOKON Ha nulle. YBunes ee, Keitn
6e3 konebaHuil OTIyCcTUN PyKy Pomenuu.

C HepBHBEIM BEIpaXKEeHHEM ero JIMI[a OHa COMHEBAsIach, YTO OH NeHCTBHUTEILHO TOT YeJIOBEK, KOTOPHIH
CKa3aJl el 00K IaTh.

Ona obupenach, HO HAMEPEHHO KMBHYJIa, Ka3ajoch, 0€3pa3nuyHo.

"Bornbllle He CBSI3bIBANCS C BEIMKUM KHsI3eM. ThHI IoIKHA IIPUHSATH MOU CJI0Ba O/IM3KO0 K cepaiy".

[TaxXe mo TOTO MOMEHTAa, KOTa OHU C Pomenueil oKa3anuch ganeko AOPYT OT OpyTa, Keiin He 3a0b11,
4YTO XOTeJI CKa3aThb.
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Corma BepHynack, Ho CeppiraHa Bce ellle He OblJI0 BUAHO.

HacTpoeHue Ha OaHKeTe ITOCTEIIEHHO CTaHOBUJIOCH 3peNbiM. Cpeny NerkOMbICIIEHHOM MY3bIKH
Popenusi yyBcTBOBasa cebs Tak, CJIOBHO OKa3ayiaCh OffHA B IPyTOM MUpE.

Tem Gonee 4To ee mapTHepa, CepauaHa, He OBIJIO B KOMHATE, a CIyXKaHKU TOXKe HaclaXK[IalluCh
OaHKETOM.

Popenus HakuMHYa IIAJTk ¥ BHIIIA Ha Teppacy, 4YToObl n30ekaTh HEJIOBKOM CUTYALUH.

Ha ee nue IIPOMEJIBKHYIJIA I'PYCTh, KOT'Ma OHa CMOTPeEJIa Ha CTOJIMIY UMIIEPHUH, APKO OCBEIIEHHYIO
PAa3HOLIBETHEIMHU OTHAMH.

'MHe O4eHb MOHPABUJIIOCh.....

Popmenust BCoOMHHUTIA, KaK B IETCTBE XO[KIIa Ha (heCTUBAIH IIOM XOJIOOHLIM BETPOM. ITO OBIIIO
eMUHCTBEHHEIM OTKJIOHEHUEM OT ee 3aTOYEHHS B [OMe.

Korpga oHa crma6o ynei0HYIach ¥ 3ayMasiack O MPOIIIOM, ei BOPYT IPUIIIa B TOJIOBY OJHA MBICIIb.

Brino mu Korga-Hubyab BpeMsi, Korga s Oblla CYacT/IMBa BO ABOPIE?

KoHeuHO, 3TO HE 03HAYAJI0, YTO €€ BOCIIOMUHaHUSA 0 KeliHe He OBITM CHACTIMBEIMU. [IpOCTO OHA HE
3HaJ1a, OBLIO JIU 3TO ee CYaCThe WK ero, IIOTOMY YTO e IIPUXOAUIIOCH BCe MOACTPauBaTh 0] HETo.

YyBCTBO HENIPUSI3HU, KOTOPOTO OHA paHbIlle He 3aMeyalla, HaXJILIHYJI0 Ha Hee C HOBOM CHJIOMN.

Ecnu 611 He CepauaH, s Ob laXke He 3Hasa 00 3TUX GaKTax....... .



Tak Hey2XKeJIl OHa ITPO2KUBET BCIO OCTABIIYIOCA KU3Hb C TAKUM OI.U;YI.T.IGHI/IGM?

"ITomXHa 11 51 671arogapuTh ero?"

HpOGOpMOTaHa Popenus, nnotaee 3aKYyTHIBaACh B IIaJIb OT HOYHOT'O BETEPKA.

"Umnepatpuna”.

Mexkny 3ByKaM# pe3KOro BeTpa IOCTBIIIAICS ['0JI0C, 0T KOTOPOT'0 BOJIOCH BCTAJIU IHIOOM.
Hanyrasmumice, Pomenusi o6epHyacs.

"O, npuni ['pei”.

[TpunI 'peit MeneHHO MpuOIMKaAICS K Helt ¢ u3BpalleHHoH yiapiOKoi. OT ero B3rjsma y Hee 10
KOxKe 1mobexkasnyd Mypallku.

"IIpekpacHbIA BUL".

E#t He xoTesoch 00MEHUBATLCS C HUM TIIyTIOCTSMHA. Popmenus He oTBeTHA.

Ho, moxoxe, 0H C caMoro Ha4asia He XOTeJI CJILIIATh ee OTBET, T03TOMY IIPHUHI] [ pelt He mofan BUOY U
IIPOJIOJIZKAJl TOBOPUTE.

"Bce nu xeHuHE PUBaHCKOU UMIIEPUU II0X0XM Ha UMIepaTpuLy?”

IIqTO?II

"HeT, MHe IpOCTO TI000NHITHO. Heyxkemu mpecTuk UMIlepaTPHUILl TaK BakeH?".



HakoHel TOHSIB, YTO OH TOBOPUT, BRIPaXKeHUe Nulla Poenuu 0:KeCcTouniocsk. Temeps OH IpasHUl ee,
UMIEpaTpHULy.

"TH mazke He MOXKeIlb yepkKaTh JII000BHUKA".

Ee nnoTtHO cXKaTwle I"y'6b1 Ha4dallu JPpO2KaThb.

"H3 TOTO, 4TO 51 CHBILIAJ, TH AaXe He MOXKEIb HUYero cKkal3aTh IIpuHLecce AiizeH".

Teno Pogenuu HalIPATIIOCH. Ona moxaresa, 4TO CIIPOBOIIMPOBAJIa €ro 0e3 IIPUYUHEL.

"Bce B nopsigke. Benb OHa ToXe II0-CBOEMY O4YapoBaTesibHa'".

HEOXOTHO CKa3aJl IIPHUHIT l"pe171, CXBAaTUB KYCOK KOH(beTTI/I, IIpujieTeBUIero C rIpa3gHuKa B CTOJINIIE.

Ha pykax Popgenuu BEICTYTIHIT XOJTOMHBIN MOT.

HpI/IHI_I BBEIITYCTHUIJI KOH(l)eTTI/I, OTKHHYJICA Ha3ald X YCTAaBUJICA Ha Hee. Pomenus BCTpETHIIa €ro B3rjsian
1 3apozKalla.

B03M0XHO, 3TO ORI XOJIOOHBIM HOYHOM BeTep, HO ee Oun 03HO0. B ero TeMHBIX ITa3ax He OBIIO0
HUKAKUX dMOIUH.

"KcTtaTm, 4TO TH 3Haja, KOrma roBopuia sTto?"

OH cHOBa I03Ball €€, IIPUCJIOHUBIINCE K IIEPUITIAM U UT'Dasi CBOMMU OJIMHHBIMU IIAJIbIIAMHA.

...... 0 4eMm? ITO 0 TBOEM POXKOEHUU?"



Popenus coemana BUA, 4TO HE HEPBHUYAET, HO IIOTOM CXKaJla CepAale n CKa3ajia, C Oorblred CUION B
rojoce.

'Hy, BEI HE MOJIZKHEI TaK JIETKOMEBICJIEHHO 'OBOPUTE O TAKHX BeEIllaX. i maxe "He MOT'y C YBEPEHHOCTEIO
CKa3adTh, KaKYI0 LIEHY s OBl 3armIaTuna".

['peii mprcTanbHO MOCMOTPEN Ha Hee. OH MOT MTHOBEHHO OTKPYTUTH Pofenuu royiosy.

"YT0 g MOTy chenaTh uMneparpuue?"”

Ho Popenus Gvlyla uMIepaTpulieid UMIEepUU. ITO 03HAYas0, YTo, Kak Okl OH HU OBUI 30J1, OH HE MOT
6e3paccymHo cHenaTh YTO-TO IPOTUB Hee. B Xypimed cuTyaluu 3T0 MOTJIO CTaTh IPOOIeMON MeXIy
CTpPaHAMHU ¥ [aXe IPUBECTH K BOMHE.

Popenus ato IIPpEKPAaCHO IIOHKUMaAJlda.

Eii OBUIO CTpAIIHO, HO OHa NprKa3asa cebe OBITH yBepeHHOU. OHa O6e3 KonebaHuil ToCMOTpesIa Ha
npuHna ['pes, a ['pet yCIOKOUIICS U TPONOIKHUIL.

"¢l He 3Hal0, KTO Ha 3eMJie coolmus Tebe 00 3TOM, HO He OyMalo, 4YTO OH CKa3all Tebe ocTeperaTthCs
MeHs".

[Tomorigsa K Pomenuu, ['pent crerka OmyCTHI T'OJIOBY.

"He3aBUCHMO OT TBOETO CTATYCa, Thl AyMaelllb, YTO S He CMOT'Y CIIOKOMHO CIIPaBUTLCS CO crnabo
KeHIInHou?"

IIqTO?II

"TIpocTo BoWHA. [lymMaellp, 1 UCIyraoCh?"



O He myTun. OH 6BUT cephe3eH. 3ambxaBIascs Pofemnus GEICTPO OTCTYIHIIA.

"Heyxenu poxXgeHue Tak BaXHO B KOPOeBCTBe OUBHI?"

OHa He MOrJIa IMOHSTh Peaknuio npuHna ['pest, Begs ®PuBaHCKas uMIepus Oblla OPHEHTHPOBaHA Ha
CIIOCOOHOCTH.

Bornee Toro, o151l Hee, BRIPOCIIIEH B AparolleHHOM [IETCTBE U He TIOABEPraBIlleiics: MOf0OHEIM yTpo3aMm,
ero CJI0Ba OBLIM BeCbMa ITyTaloUIMHU.

"TIpuH1, 6yabTe OCTOPOXKHBI B CBOUX IEHCTBUAX".

Bo3moxH0, 3a6aBnssick peakiuen Pomenuu, ['peit HEMHOT'O TTOCMESITICS.

"IIpocTto wyyy. [ToyeMy Tl TaK HEPBHUYAELIL? OTO CMEIIHO".

Ho, o kpaliHe¥ Mepe, OHa 3HaJjla, YTO OH He LIyTHUT.

"¢ Bepro, 4TO UMIlepaTpulia, B CBOEU MyIPOCTH, IOJIHOCTHIO IIOHSAJIA, YTO 5 CKa3amn'".

"Ecnu BB He TPOHETE MEHS, 5 TOXKe He HaMepeH TporaTth Bac. [103ToMy, moxkamyiicTta, OyabTe
OCTOPOZKHBI B CBOUX CJIOBAX Y IIOCTYIIKAX, IIPUHIT".

"Oy4eHs xopoio."

He xemnas Gonbllle ¢ HUM pa3roBapuBaTh, Pofenus 3aBepliuia pa3roBop, Ho mpuHIl ['peii He
BEpHYJICS B 6aHKeTHBIN 3a1. OH IPOCTO IIPOIOIXKAJT JKagHO CMOTPETh Ha Hee.

Korpa eit crano He 1o cebe 1 oHa coOpajiach YT IIePBOM, OH CHOBA OTKPHBIII POT, Kak OBl Kefas
3amepxKarh ee.



"Temeps 51 ToXKe xX0TeJ1 OBl BEIOpaTh cebe XKeHy U3 yrciia 3HaTh PUBaHCKON UMIIEepUn".

“LITO?"

"Torma, moyarai, Mbl CMOXKeM IIPoiTH 6e3 mpobieM, Korma mo3xe JoiaeM [0 HamoKHUI. 2KeHIITMHBL
CepeOpsIHOTO I[apCTBA HEMHOTO JKECTKOBATHL".

Pa3roBop He GBI OKOHYEH.

Pogenus moHsina, 4To MpUHI ['pelt ¢ caMoro Havasa He co6upascs BeCTH HOPMATbHEIN pa3roBop. C
ee ry0 copBaJsiCs IMyCTOW CMEIIOK.

910 OBlna oObIYHAS TeMa Cpefy 3HATH, HO el He XOTeJI0OCh pPa3roBapuBaTh C IPUHIIEM U3 OPYTrou
CTpaHbI, KOTOPOT0 OHa TOJIHKO 4YTO yBUAeNa BrepBrle. OHA He coOupasachk 60bille MUPUTHLCS C 3TOU
HEJIETIOCThIO.

Ee xomopHEBIe TTTa3a CMOTPENY Ha mpuHIa I'pes. Ho ero ato, moxoxe, He 6ecrnokouno. OH MPOU3HEC
OCKOpOUTENbHEIE CTIOBA B KOCOM MaHepe.

"Xopunu ciyxu, 4To 06pa3 KeHIIUHb UMIIEPUY B TOYHOCTU COOTBETCTBYET CAMOM MMIIEpaTpHIIE.... He
TOJIBKO BHEIIIHe, HO U BO BceM".

2KapmHbIN, COUHBIN B3I Ho0Opascs [o ee rpynu. UrHOpPUpYys ero B3risn, Pomenus mogHsia
XOJIOHBIE PYKH U IIJIOTHO II0Bs3asia IIajlb.

" gyTo?"

"HeT HyK OBl TOBOPUTH, KOTTIa KTO-TO TaK IIPeKpaceH, Kak uMmeparpulia. HeT, B mepByio ouepems,
ecny OBl JKEeHIMHA TaKOM KPacOTH OblIa MOeH KeHOoM, s1 Obl He HCKaJl cebe HATOKHUIYY".

" eHI0 KOMIIIMMEHT, HO.... HpI/IHL[ ...... XKEHIMWHAM He HPABSATCS TAKHE HU3KKE MY2KYNWHEI, KdK BHI.



Hapgerocs, BEI IpUMETE 3TO K CBEIEHUID".

[TpunI ['peit Becemno ynelOHYICS 0TBeTY Pomenuu. [Tpuinypus ria3a, OH cfeiaj ar K Hell.

"Umnepatop OUBaHCKOU UMIIEPUU AEUCTBUTENILHO CIIENION YeJloBeK".

OH 6e3 KonebaHuit MomHSI Mon6opomok Pomenuu. OHa MOYYBCTBOBaa IPy6oe IPUKOCHOBEHKE ero
PYKH.

B CepeOpsiHOM KOpPOJIEBCTBE, ITie MHOTHE JII0OU OBUIM MCKYCHBI B (peXTOBaHUY, IPUHI] ['pelt ObIn
IPU3HAHHEIM (HEXTOBAJILIIMKOM, U €T0 CTapaHus ObUIM BUTHEL B €T0 PYKE.

"Ha ero mecte 5 Obl 3amep TeOs Ha BCIO XKU3Hb ¥ TOJILKO CMOTpEJI Ha Te0s".

"XBaTtut rpyboctu, npuHi ['peit. Bul nepennu gepry".

OHa cpernasna BUM, YTO HE PACCTPOEHa, ¥ CIIOKOWHO yOpasa pyKy npuHia ['pesi. OH HEIPUHYXKAEHHO
yCTaBHJICS HA €€ PYKY.

"Kak uMmepaTop MOT OTKa3aThCAd CMOTPETh Ha TaKy0 KEHIIUHY U UMETh HaJl0KHUIY?"

... 4gro?"

I'py6ocTth npunna ['pes He 3Hana mpefena. OH MOTAHYJICS K XpyIKUM 1nedaM Pogenuu. Korma ero
Oonbilasi pyKa KOCHYJACh Ijleda, C KOTOPOT0 COCKOJIb3HYJIa Il1ajlb, BCE €€ TeJI0 0XBaTUIIO YYBCTBO
OTBpAIIeHHUS.

EMy 1 B I'OJIOBY HE IPUXOONJIO, YTO OHA MCIIEITEIBAET OTBPAIIIEHUE.

C IIpe3peHueM risiand B X0JIOOHBIE I'JIa3a, Pomenus IIOCMOTPENa Ha IIPUHIIa Fpeﬂ.



"B03MOXKHO, eMy He HpaBUTCS OIIyIIaTh TaKoe TeJI0 B CBOUX 00BATUAX".

C ycMeInKo¥U OH MTOMHAT ITanb Pomenuu u 00epHYT ee BOKPYT ee mied. Harmblit B3TJISA OKUHYIT TEJI0
Popenuu.

"Ecmnu TH Halifellb XOPOILIYI0 JIedu, II0XKaJIy1UCTa, IIpeacTaBb ee MHe. KOHEYHO, OHa JOIXKHa
BRITJISIIETh TaK K€ XOPOIIIo, KaK uMIepaTpuIia”.

...... OOCTaTOYHO, IPUHII".

Hecmotps Ha npenynpexnenus: Pogenuu, o3opcTBo npuHia ['pest He 3Hano rpasul]. OH gobaBui ¢
KYTKOM YIHIOKOH.

"MIMmiepaTpuile He IIOHPABUJICSI UMIIEPATOP HOUbIO?"
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