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"Brl 3HaeTe, YTO 1 UMeI0 B BUAly, He Tak ju? Bel - UMIepaTpuiia, I03TOMY XOPOIIO 3HaeTe. f Bepio,
4TO B OyZmeTe BeCcTU ce0s IPaBUIbHO".

Popmemnus Oosblile He TOBOPHIIA.

"9 nousana."

paBHOOYIIHO oTBeTHNIA Pomenust, u KeitH Kpenko cxain ee pyKy. Ero Temno nepemaBaaoch yepes
KO0XKy. OOHAKO ee XOJIOIHOEe CEP/Ile COTPesioch He cpa3dy. B HeM ObII0 OyIIHO.

B nocnenHee BpeMsi, Korga Obl OHa HU pa3roBapuBania ¢ KeiiHoM, el Ka3asioch, YTO MeXAY HUMU
CTOUT TOJICTasA CTeHa.

[Touemy Tak? MoxkeT OBITh, IOTOMY 4YTO OHa 0OJIbIlIe He BO3j1arajia Ha Hero HUKakuxX Haflexkn?

VHaue, cama TOTO He ITOI03peBasi, ee YyBCTBa K KeliHy Mornu 661 HEMHOTO OCJTabHYTh.

[Tocnie HECKONMBKUX MUHYT MOT4aHus ®epHa cooObIuia UM 0 MOJI0XKEeHUH rocTe. Pofenmus cHOBa
cocTpouna 6naroxenaTeabHyo rpuMacy. Kak ckasan KeH, poyib UMIIEPATPULIBI HYZKHO BHITIOTHSTh
XOPOIIIO.

[To mupoKoMy 3ay pa3Heciauch 3ByKu (aHdap. 3aTeM HECKOIBKO pa3 MPO3Bydau TPYOHI,
HECKOJIbKO Pa3 Mpo3By4asnu 6apabansl. C Is13roM Hadasia OTKPHIBATHCS OOJbINAst IeHTPabHas JABEPb.

[epBoii mosiBUIACH Aeneranus xKutenein CepeOpsiHOTO KOpoieBCTBa. Bo ritaBe Ipymiibl CTOSI IPUHI
I'peii 'oBapy, ¢ IPKO-PHIKKUMU BOJIOCaMH, KakK y COJIbI, U JIETKOM TIOXOIKOM.

Ero kKoxa I[BeTa Meu, XapaKTepHas OJIisT KOpoIeBCKUX 0co6 CepebpssHOTO KOPOIEBCTBA, XOPOIIIO
KOHTPACTHUPOBAJIa C ero 6eIsIM MyHAUPOM. ETo cTpaHHAast BHEIIHOCTh TaKxXKe Oblla JOCTAaTOYHOM,
yTOOBI TPUBIIEYb BHUMAHKE JTIOMEH.



"Gray Howard......

npocToHas KeiH. Ero BhIpazkeHue JHlla CTaio erle 0ojiee HalpPSIKeHHBIM.,

"TBl HOJI?KEH 3aCTAaBUTh 3TO Pab0TaTh. ITO TBOS BHUHA, YTO BCE TaK 00EPHYIIOCH".

Keiin Bunun Pomenuio. OHM yKe TOBOPUIU 00 3TOM HHIMIEHTE, HO OH BCE PABHO pyTar ee.

Keiin Gosblile BCEro Ha CBeTe He JIo0u npuHiia ['pes, BIJIOTH [0 TOTO, UTO CKpexkeTasn 3ybamu. KeiH
HaMepeHHO CKPECTHJI HOTH, KOTIa K HeMy IIOMOIIIa JeJleTalus KOPOJIeBCTBA. ITO OBLT IBHBIM aKT
npeHeOpekeHNs K KOPOJIEBCTRY.

[Tox TpuOyHOI NexKan JIUHHBIM KpacHbM KoBep. [Ipunil I'peli, 0CTaHOBUBIINCH Ha ITOPOTe, BHIPA3UT
CBOEe TIOYTEHUE.

Brinio nmu 3TO CBS3aHO C MPenB3sATHIM OTHOIeHueM KeliHa? Pomenust cuuTana BHEIIHUY BUI IPUHIIA
KaKHAM-TO BYJIbIapHBIM.

“IIpomio MHOTO BpeMeHH. f BUXKY, IpeKpacHas uMIepaTpulia cTaja elle IIpekpacHee".

HpI/IHLIa Fpeﬂ, Ka3aJioCh, He 0c060 BOJIHOBAJIO OTHOIIeHHEe KeliHa. CKopee, OHO TOJIBKO
IIPOBOIIMPOBAJIO €T0.

bpoBu Popenuu cierka gporHyIIu.

HeBakHO, HACKOJIHKO CUILHO OHU HeHaBUMENX OPYT Apyra, KeiiH Bce paBHO OB UMIIEPATOPOM.
Pa3Be He NPUHSTO BHEIIHE YyTOXKAATh APYT APYTY?

Opuaxko npuHIl ['pelt, moxoxe, BOBCe He cOOMpAJICS 3TOro Aefath. Haxmypusmuch, Pomenus
yCTaBUJIaCh Ha HETO, ¥ IIPUHI] ['peil BCTPEeTU ee B3TJIAf,.



9T0 OBIT TOUTHOTBOPHBIM B3IJISAM, HO OHA He MOTJIa II0Ka3aTh 3TOT0. YIbI0Ka MSATKO CKPUBUIIA €T0 POT,
¥ OH C CapKa3MOM IIPOU3HEC,

"¢l 3apmasicst BOIpocoM, IoUeMy MeHs IIPUTIacUii, U ObUT 0YeHb yauBieH. KoHeyHo, uMIepaTpuiia
OblIa HOCTaTOYHO IPENYCMOTPUTENIbHA, YTOOR ITOCTIaTh MHE IIPUTJIalleHue".

Ero ocTpehle rina3a ObIIA HOBOIBHO MyTAIOIIUMHU.

Pomenus monsina, noyemy KeifH Tak ero He mo0ui. PacTyinee HanpsizkeHHe, Ka3anoch, €0Ba JIn
HCYe3HeT.

"Ecnu OBl BB 3HAIH, BAM CJIe0BaJIo ObI 0TKA3aThCS OT MPUTIALIeHUS" .

"HeT TakKOro KOpOJIeBCTBa, KOTOPOe OCMEeNIUIIOCh Obl OTKa3aThCs OT npuriamlenus ®us. He Tak nu,
uMmepaTrpuna?"”

...... Torma s HagewCh, YTO BH XOPOIIIO IPOBEIETe BpeMs”.

[ToueMy oH Bcerpga 3Baj ee? Popmenus He X0Tella IPOJOJIXKATh PA3roBOP C HUM.

OHa He 3Hasa, OBIJIO JTU 3TO M3-3a TOTO, YTO OH OBLIT MOX0XK Ha Coja, HO OHA YYBCTBOBAJId ce0s
HEJIOBKO.

[MTpunn ['peit yneIOHYICS, CIOBHO 3abaBsisgch peakuued Pomenuu, 1 Ha4aa TOBOPUTH YTO-TO
OCMBICTIEHHOE.

"MMnepaTpulia I10X0xXa Ha CBOEro orua".

HGCMOTpH Ha TO, 4YTO TOH OBLTT HEe OYeHb BBEICOKHKM, B I'OJIOCE BC€ K€ YyBCTBOBAJIOCh HEKOTOPOE
BOJIHEHHE.



"O 4eM THI TOBOpPHULIBL?"

"Pa3Be g cKa3ajl 4TO-TO HeBepHOoe? f MMell B BUMY, UTO Y UMIIepaTPULIBEL XOPOIIUY XapakTep".

"Trl BCcerga Tak IIOfAaBIsgellb CBOM 3MoIuu? HaBepHOe, T03TOMY BB U CTaJId UMIlepaTpuien”.

[TpunI ['peit MenyieHHO TOTEP PyOMHOBOE KOJIBI0 Ha 0€3bIMSIHHOM Iajblle U B0 yNIbIOHYICS. B ero
roJIoce IPO3ByYasa yCMeIKa.

“ITpunI ['peii, 4TO 3a HEBEXKJIUBLIE CJIOBA B aApec UMIIEPATPHUIIEL".

HeBex1Bo OBIIO TPEPHIBATh PA3TOBOP MEeXKAY UMIIePaTPUIIeH ¥ 3HATHHIM T'OCTEM, KaKUM ObI
uMmiepatopoM Keitr Hu 6b11. OmHAKO MPUHIL OB HACTOIBKO HU3KOIPOOHEIM 4eT0BeKOM, uTo KelHy
HHAYEro He 0CTaBajoCh, KaK BMeIIaThCH.

Ho 2T0 651710 O(bI/II.[I/IaJ'IbHOG 3aCeaHune, 1 OH He MOT' PA303JIUThCA, II03TOMY €My IIPHUIIIIOCH IIPOCTO
nmpenynpenuTb €ro HU3KUM I'OJIOCOM.

"C Moel TOYKU 3PEHHUS, 9 BUKY, YTO THI IPOKHUIIHL OT CTPaxa, YTO IMOTePsellb PacioioKeHNe
nMnepatpuirl” (Ipeit).

Popmenust Kpemko CXBAaTHIACh 3a MOMOJI CBOET0 MJIaThsl. BhIT0 00UIHO, YTO BPAXKECKUH IPHUHII,
KOTOPOI'0 OHA TOJIBKO YTO BCTPETHUIIA, 3HAI 00 3TOM (akTe.

Bce 3nanu, uto y KeliHa ecTs nmo60BHUILA. [103TOMY He OBIJIO HUUETO YAUBUTEIHHOTO B TOM, YTO
MHOCTpPaHHbIE TIOCTITAHHUKY CIIBIIANU 00 3TOM.

Ho crnblaTh 9T0 U3 YbKUX-TO YCT OBIJIO HEJIOBKO. JIuiio Pofenuu nocteneHHo mobesieno.



"f mymaio, Tebe CTOUT 3aKPHITh POT".

"O, s HempaBUJILHO BEIPA3uiach, He Tak u? IIpoctuTte. iMmepaTpuIla BRIIISOUT OJI€OHOM, TaK YTO
OaBalTe OCTAHOBUMCS 30eCh".

Ou moBen Pomenuio 1o yria. Ee BelpaxkeHue JHUIla CTAl0 XOIOOHEIM OT ero rpyOLIX CITOB.

Pomenus Tiy00KO BHIIOXHYJIA, YTOOH YCIIOKOUTHCS. Eciu 6B OHA ITPOMOIIZKAaia TOBOPUTE, TO BCEM
IIPUCYTCTBYIOIIUM Ha GaHKEeTEe MPUIILIOCHh ObI HECTTAHKO.

"Kcratu, npunn I'peit”. (Cepauan)

OHa He XOTeJla IT0Ib30BaThCS YbeH-1u00 c1a00CThI0 TaKUM 00pa30M, HO, IIOX0Ke, HaCTaa0 BPeMs
BOCIIOJIb30BaThCSA UCTOPHEN, KOTOPYIO paccka3lai e Cepauas.

B To BpeMsi oHa He MoHUMaJa, moyeMmy CepauaH BOPYT YIIOMSHYII IpHHIA ['pes, HO Temephb OHa
TIOHSIJIA.

'Bo3MOXKHO, OH 3HaJ, 4To mpuHIl ['peit OymeT BecTu cebsi momoOHBEIM 00pa3oMm’.

Popenus BEPHYJIACh C HOBOJIbHO PEIIUTEJIbHEIM BEIPA2KEHHEM JIUId, Ha €€ ry6ax HUrpaia YTIBI6Ka.

"TIpocu TpolleHus, 1 MpUMY ero. {1 MHOTO cibiiliana o Tebe, HO Thl He BeXKJIUB".

"HIMmepaTop, AOJIKHO OBITH, I1JI0X0 000 MHE OT3HIBAJICS, 5T BUXKY".

'maza IIpHUHIIA Fpeﬂ OEPHYIINUCE. Kaszarmnocs, 0H coBceM He BO3pPazxKall. Ho ero 6pOBI/I He I1epecTalin
TOHKO ITIOOHUMATBLCA.



Popenus uHe YIIyCTHJIa 3TOT MOMEHT. Ona BBRITIPSAMMIIACHE U IIPOOOJIZKHWJIA YeCaThk €ro HEPBHI.

"Hy, BaMm He CTOUT 6eCrIOKOUTLCS 000 MHe, IIPUHI] ['pelt, MOTOMYy YTO UMEHHO BHI, II0OX0XKE, B
omnacHocTHn".

"YT0 TH UMeeLIb B BULYy?"

"4 mymato, BaM jydile 3HaTh. ¢l yBepeHa, YTO OTCYTCTBUE BEXKJIMBOCTHU - 3TO Ballla UCTUHHAA HATYPA,

KOTOPYIO BEI HE MO2XKET€E CKDPEITE OT....... .

Korpma CeppuaH BIepBBE PaccKasall e 0 IPHHIe, OHA MOAyMajla, YTO OH IMPOCTO IIyTHT. YacTh ee
OblyIa TOMO3PUTENTFHOM, 3a/1aBasiCh BOITPOCOM, KaK OH MOT 3HATh TO, Yero He 3Han KeiH.

"UT0 TH CKa3am?"

OpHako, cyns 10 eTo peaklyy, Ka3anoch, UTo HHGopMalus, KoTopyio fan ek CepauaH, Oblyia He
TaKOM YK U HEBEPHOM.

Ha MrHoBeHue B3ris[ mpuHIa I'pes cran eie riay6xke. Ero nuiieBsle MBIMIIE HAIPATIUCh. YTOJIKH
€ro pTa, KOTOPHIYA OH HAaCUJIBHO PaCTSIHYJ, CYIOPOKHO CXKAJIUCh, @ KPEIKO CXKaThle KyJlaku
3aipoXKaJu.

O=na He 3Hana, oTKyga CepauaH Tak MHOTO 3HaeT o npuHLe ['pee, HO, CyAs 110 €ro ClIoBaM, IIPUHI]
['pett OB HE3aKOHHOPOXAEHHBIM CHIHOM CepeOpssHOTO KOPOJIeBCTRA.

"Her, s HENpaBUIbHO BhIpa3uscs. Tebe nydle yiTu. f He MOTY TPATUTh BCE CBOE BpeMs,
IIPUBETCTBYS TONNbKO CepeOpsiHoe KOPOJIeBCTBO".

U oHa He XoTena, YTOOBI KTO-TO 3HaJI 00 3TOM (aKTe.

HeCMOTpH Ha TO, YTO IIPHUHII IIBITAJICA YHUI3UTH Popenuio, *MeHHO OH IIOoTepIIie]I II0OPaxKeHue.
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Kak Tonpko IIPUBETCTBUE OeJIErallui 3aKOHYUJIOCh, B€CeJlad MY3bIKa CTHUXJIAd, X MY3BEIKAHTEI CHOBA
CTaJIi OJEeJIOBUTO IIEPEJIMCTEIBATE HOTHI.

Bckope HacTaso BpeMs TaHIla, ¥ OHU TEePENPOBEPUIIA CBOM HHCTPYMEHTH M IIOMBITANIACh TOK00paTh
MEJIOMIUIO.

[TepeBens oyx, Pomenus collia ¢ moguyMa B COIIPOBOXAeHUU KeliHa.

"TloTaHLyelb CO MHOK MOJ MEPBYIO IEeCHI0?"

Popenus BHITISAEa HEMHOTO YOUBIEHHON. ITO OBIJI0O HEOXKUOAHHOE MIPeNiokKeHHeE.

KoneuHo, oHa maxe He 0XHfaja 3TOr0 C CaMOTro Hayvasla, Bemb Cojla IPUOET U IPEPBET UX.

"Xoporo."

OTBETHUJIA OHA 66‘3pa3J'[I/I‘-IHBIM TOJIOCOM.

Ho nouemy-To, Korfa Hayanach My3bika, CoJla He IpUIIa.

Popmenus ornsimenach, HO HY OTHOM IIPSIOU €€ PHIXKUX BOJIOC UIIM ITO0JIa YEePHOTO IIJIaThs He OBII0
BHUOHO.

3arssHyB 3a 3aHaBec, CepauaH TOXe UCUYE3.

'Kyma xe genmuch OpaThs U CECTPHI?'

Popenus HaxMypusace, 3afyMaBIINCh, a KellH IPOTAHYII PYKY.



"TloueMy THI TaK BHITJIAOULIL?"

"Kyma menace npuHLecca?"

"Temeps 51 X04y, 4TOOBI THl COCPEIOTOYMIACh TOIHKO Ha MHe".

"Tem BpeMeHeM, TBOU TaHILleBa/lbHbIEe HABLIKYA HE YMEHbBIIUINCE, HEe Tak u?"

Keuin riyno nowyTun, Ho Pomenus ero He ycblaa.

KeliH B35 ee 3a PyKy U IIOILIEJ K LEHTPY 3aJa.

[TepBoit Menoguel OB BaJibC.

Popenus nmonoxuna ogHy pyKy Ha miedo KeliHa, a Opyrou pyKou gepxaia ero pyky.

Korpa oHa gBUTrana TejoM B TaKT 3Bydalllel My3BIKe, el Ha T'/la3a Iomafaluch 3HaKOMbIe uila. B
ria3a 6poCcHIoCh TpemeTaHue ee IaThs. Kasanochk, Bce, OT COMPOBOXKIAIOIINX 00 Jtofei COJH,
HaCJIaXIaIuch 0aHKETOM.

Ee cepplie HAOIHUIIOCh PANOCTHIO OT TOTO, YTO OHU HACJIAXKOAIOTC OaHKETOM, OTJIOKUB CBOU
JUYHEIE YYBCTBa. B m000M citydae, 3T0 OBLIO BIIOJTHE €CTECTBEHHO, Be[lb BeCh OaHKET ycTpauBasa
OHa.

"Teneps BHI 3HaETe, II0YEMY S HEHaBUXKY 3TOr'0 YesIoBeKa".

IToka Pomenus TaHIleBalna, HUYEro HE TOBOD4, Keiin Tuxo 3aroBOPHII C Hel.



"Ila, KOHEYHO".

"KcraTty, OH BHe3alHo nobieqHernn. 9To U3-3a TOro, 4To THL cKa3asia?"
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