...... Te1 yBepen?"

JIuno KeitHa 03apunock SpKUM CBeTOM. ETro mpozkaiiuii Tonoc 3acTaBUI ee CepAlle TpeneTaTh, Kak
O6ynTo OH OBIJT KCKPEHEH.

Ee uyBcTBa cMeHUIUCH Ha Gojee riay0oKyio T000Bb 1 HEHABUCTh, U €€ Cepfille K HeMYy ellle He
HCYe3JIo0.

"Ila, s pemmuia J0BePUTHCS Tebe".

910 OBlNa He 1I000BB, 3TO OBUT TUTYJ UMIepaTpullel. OHa HOBepsisia, YTO OH He CTaHEeT MPOCTO TaK
OTHMMaTh y Hee TUTYJI UMIePATPHUIlEL. B mociemHui pa3 oHa coOupanach JOBEPUTHCS €T0 pas3yMy, a
HE YYBCTBaM.

Popemnus ynei6Hynack KeilHy, Korma oH 3aTOBOPHUIL.

"Bonbioe cracu6o. 4 mocrapalock BepHYThHCS B OuKaliinee BpeMs'.

"ThI moOJIKHA CKOPO BEPHYThCA. Moe TeplieHue Ha ucxomge".

Popgenus momeiTanach Pa3pAnUuTh O6CTaHOBKy WUT'PHUBBIM T'OJIOCOM.

"Koneuno, HeT. 4 He 3acTasiio TeOa XKOaTh".

KeliH HaKOHeIl OTBETUN yIEIOKOU 00nerdyenus. OH 4yBCTBOBAJI, UTO Celidac BCe TOBEPHETCS BCUATH U
OHU BEPHYTCS K TOMY, C YET0 HadaJlHu.

Ha HEKOTOpO€e BpeEMsI II0CJIE 3TOI'0 CJIOBa Pomenuu 3acTaBUIu €r0 CHOBA IIOYYBCTBOBATH TAXKECTE.

"Tel cOOMpaAeIIhCS TOUTH CO MHOM Ha OaHKET I10 CIy4yalo [ePeMOHUN OTKPHITHS?"



910 OBIIO Cepre3Hoe OeJi0, Ha KOHY CTOsAJIO HE TOJIBKO HOCTOMHCTBO UMIIE€PATPHUIIBI, HO X CTATyC
CTPaHEBI, 1 OHa HEe MOI'JIa OTAATh €TI0 Ha OTKYII Corne. Popenus nosnarana, 4to KeitH TakXke UMeJ B
BUOY 3TOT BOIIPOC.

Ho oTBeTa Ha 3TOT BOIIPOC HE II0CIIEO0BAlIO. Kak 6YJITO OH B0OOOIIIE He ayMarll 00 9TOM.

[Tocne HECKONMBKUX MUHYT KoslebaHul KeiiH HaKOHeI] 3aT0BOPHJI, 0CTOPOXKHO repedupasi BOJIOCH
Popenuu pykoii.

...... KoHeuHO, B Ke uMIepaTpuIa”.

OH Ben ce0s 6eCCTpaCTHO, u Popmenust Oblyla eIMHCTBEHHOW B €TI0 I'Ia3ax.

Omna 6bl1a y0exkeHa ero BHeIIHOCTEI0. OHa He oyMala, UTO ee JIMIIAT TUTYJIa uMnepaTpuisl. OHa He
myMasa, YTO OH OTTOJIKHET ee IT0CJIe BCEX TEX TSKEIBIX BpEMEH, KOTOPHIE OHU TTePeXKUIN BMECTE.

[To kpaiiHel Mepe, B IOJIUTUYECKOM CMEICIIe OH He ObLJI IyCTHIM OOJITYHOM.

Ckompko Ov1 Corta HEM TpPSICIia ee, B KOHIIE KOHIIOB UMEeHHO Popenus ocTaHeTCs Ha IOCTY
MMIIePaTPUIIHL.

Ona TBEpOO Bepua.

)%k

Yro? Ero BenuuecTBo cobupaeTcs BOUTH Ha OAHKET BMECTe C UMIepaTpulen?"

3BOHKUU TroJioc moHeccs u3 gsopua Cosbl. KomHata CoJibl, BHIKpallleHHas B APKO-KPaCHLIM LIBET,
Orlna opopMieHa 6oee POCKOIITHO, YeM KOMHaTa UMIlepaTpHulibl Pogenun.



Corma, KOTOpas TOTsATHBaja GOKAsl BUHA ¥ CMOTpEJia B OKHO, TPOTSHYIa PyKy U rpy00 oTOpBaia
CTIIETEHHbIEe 30JI0Thie KUCTOYKHM IT0f] 3aHAaBECKAMHU, KOT/Ia YCJIBIIIana HOBOCTh, KOTOPYIO COOBIIMIa e
CITyKaHKa.

"Ila, BUOUMO, TaK OBIJIO peIleHo, IOTOMY YTO 3TO BaKHOe COOhITHE".

"¢l He 3HAI0, YTO C[ellajla UMIlepaTpHlla, YTOoOH co0Ia3HUTh €Tro, HO ST He MOTY ITO3BOJIUTh e CHOeNaTh

9TO .

"a ...... ? Ho mocKoIBKY 3TO 0GuIlMaNbHOE MEPOIIPUSITHE, JTI0AU OYAYyT TOBOPUTE. ITO OAHKET B YECTh
OTKPBITUS CTPaHHI, TO3TOMY Ha HeM OyfeT IPUCYTCTBOBATh MHOTO KOPOJIEBCKUX 0CO0 M3 IPYTUX
cTpas."

Cora, KoTopas Oblyla ofieTa B LIENIKOBOE IIJIaThe, HEMOHCTPHUPYIOllee U3TUOL ee Tella, pa3apakeHHO
BhIIIaruBaia. OHa MofoIIa K O0IbIIOoN KPOBATH U Cejla, CKPECTUB HOTH.

"¢ cnpiana, 4To Ha 9TOM OaHKeTe OymyT oueHb CYaCT/IUBEIE TOCTH".

"qro......7"

"9T10 CepebpsiHOE KOPOIEBCTBO. Pa3Be TH HUUYEro 00 3TOM He 3Haelh?"

Cora, KOTOpas C pa3gpaxkeHueM CMOTpella Ha CIy2KaHKY, KOTTa Ta C TI060MBITCTBOM CIIPOCHIIA.

"V Tebs ecTh 3HAKOMEIE B CepeOpsiHOM KOpojieBcTBe?"

Kak mormna Cora, KOTOpas 4O COBEPLIEHHOJIETHUA HE BRIXOOHWJIIA 3a IIPEeaeIbl Benukoro KHsIXKeCTBa,
cresnaTh TaKoe? ITO He UMeJI0 CMEBICIIA.

"Her, He x04y. S IPOCTO AyMaio, 4To 3TO OyHeT Beceso".



B rnazax CoJibl OSIBHJIOCH XKYTKO€ BbIDaXKEHHE, 1 OHa MHOTO3HAYUTEJIEHO y'JIbI6HYJ'IaCb.

"BoT moueMy s foyKHa oty K Ero Benuuectsy".

"Centuac?"

"[la, s umy BOT Tak".

Cora Tak CUIBHO IPHUKYyCHIIa Ty0y, 4To MeXay 3ybamMu MOTEKIIa STPKO-KpacHasi CBexkas KpoBb. Ho
Corma rpy6o BEITepJia KPOBB asbllaMu, He 3a00TsCh 00 9TOM.

3aTeM OHa BCTana C KPOBATH C XMYPHIM JIUIIOM. IITMHHBIMY ManbllaMy OHa MOMHSIIA 00KaJI C BUHOM U
ImoaoIiia K CiiyXKaHKe. 3BYK II1aroB OBITT OYEHB TSKEJIBIM.

CrnykaHKa B3APOTHYJIA ¥ IIOBEPHYJIa TOJIOBY: HaJl ee TOJI0BOM HaBUC/Ia TEMHAs TeHb. Bckope 60Kal ¢
BUHOM TIPOJUJICS, ¥ Oefast yHU(pOpPMA CITyKaHKKM OKPACHIIACh B IPKO-KPACHBIN ITBET.

"1 TO, KaK TH pa3roBapuBaellb. ITO 0YeHb pa3fapazxKaeT, TakK YTO BIPedb Oyab OCTOPOXKHA".

X07100HO cKa3asa Cosa, IPOBOAS MajbllaMH I10 JIUIY PACTEPSHHOM U 3aCTHIBIIEH CITyKaHKH.

* *x

3aHaBec OaHKeTa I10 CJIy4adlO OTKPBITUSA IIOOHAJICA.

Atmocdepa B uMIIepaTOpPCKOM OBOPIIE Oblyla HAIOJTHEHA BOTHEHUEM. Bce IBOPILIOBEIE CIIYTH AyMaJlk
00 aTMocdepe OaHkeTa u paboTanu ¢ 601ee TPKUM BhHIpakKeHUEM JTHIla, YeM 00bIYHO. To XKe camoe
TIPOMCXOMIUTIO U B CTOJIUIIE.



['poMKHe BO3TIachl Hapofa 9X0M Pa3HOCHIUCH II0 BCEMY ABOPILY UMIIEpPaTPULLL. BrepBrie 3a monroe
BpeMsi Pomenus cupena y oKHa ¥ CMOTpeJia BHU3 Ha 0XKUBJIEHHYI0 aTMoc(hepy B CTONHIIE.

HecMoTps Ha To, 4TO OBIlIa 3MMa, TOPOH OB HAIIOJIHEH KpacKaMu. Bosiblie BCero BHIIEINSICS CUHUAN
¢bmnar, cumBon PMBaHCKOM UMIEPHH, KOTOPHIN OBII BHIBEILIIEH 110 BCEMY IIPOXOMY Odejeraluy.
Kasasnocs, oHa Obl/Ia JOBOJIbHA TEM, KaK XOPOIIIO OH OB YKpaIlleH, Belb 9TO OblJa BEIlb, 0 KOTOPOH
OHa 3a00THIaCh OOJIBIIIE BCETO.

OHa cHOBa B3s71a ce0s B pyKU ¥ Hadajla TOTOBUTHCA K OaHKeTy. OOBIYHO B IIE€PBHIM IeHL OaHKeTa
MMIIepaTop U UMIIepaTpulla HaJeBaau OgUHaKOBEe Hapaasl, 1 Pogenus ¢ KeitHoMm Toxe.

Ha 3TOT pas, I0CKOIBKY 3TO ObI71 GAHKET B 4eCTh OCHOBAHUS CTPaHbI, OHU IPUTOTOBUIIU CHHEE
T/IaThe, CHMBOJIU3UPYIOIIee UMIIEPHUIO, U THAPY, YCHITaHHYIO carndupaMu, KOTOpast 0Y€Hb XOPOIIIO
coyeTasach C ee 3JIeTaHTHOM aTMoCchepoi.

"BBI BHITTIIAUTE OYEHb KPaCUBO, UMIIepaTpuUIa”.

Brl, momxHO OBITH, CaMast KpacHuBas Ha cerogHsimHeM OaHkete. HeT, maxe eciu Ol OOTHHS KPACOTHI
CIYCTHJIACh Ha 3eMJTI0, Pa3Be OHa He Oblyia OBl TakK XkKe MpeKpacHa, Kak uMIepaTpuia?”.

CnyxaHKH, KOTOPHIE ITOMOTaMu Pogenuy ¢ MpUroTOBIIEeHUSIMU C OO0JIbIIel TIaTeIbHOCThIO, YeM
0OBIYHO, TCTUIIM ee KpacoTe. Ha camoM fejie, OHU He TO YTOORI ITpeyBeNuuuBaiu. [[eso B TOM, YTO
OHa MeHCTBUTEIbHO OBbIJIa KPACHBaA.

Ee 30710TUCThIE BOJIOCH OBIIY IIETKOBUCTHIMHE, @ 3€JIeHbIe I'la3a - IIyOOKMMU, CJIOBHO B HUX OBIT JIec.
Ee Koxa OblJla €CTEeCTBEHHO CHUSIONIEH, a U0 TAPMOHUYHLIM U 3JIETaHTHBIM.

Ternepp NPULIIO BpeMs BOUTH Keiiny.

"Kcratu, Ero BennuecTtBo oma3griBaeT".

"ITa, oma3gbiBaeT. OH YelI0BEK, KOTOPHIM BCeTfia MPUXOOUT BOBPEMS...... .



Bo3MozkHO, 3T0 OB POIIOT CITyKaHOK, HO B IPyAb Popmenuu 3aKpajoch YyBCTBO TpeBoru. Ee pyku u
HOTY HayaJld HeMeTh, HO OHA CYMTAJIa, YTO 3TO OT HEPBO3HOCTH.

HyHo 61710 KO MHOTOMY IIOATOTOBUTLCS, ¥ OH MOXKET HEMHOT'0 OII037aTh, TOfyMasa oHa. [Ioka oHa
C HeTepleHueM xkpaja KeiiHa, cyzkaHKa HaKOHeIl coo0Iuna, uTo KeitH mpuomI.

"UmmepaTtop 30eck....".

[To KaKoW-TO IPUYKMHE BHIPAZKEeHUe JIUIA CITyKaHKK CTajlo 04eHb xkKecTkuM. Ho Pomenus He o6paTtuna
Ha 9TO BHUMAaHUS U KECTOM BeJlejia CITy2KaHKe OTKPHITh IBEPb.

OHa BCTasa, IIOIIpaBuiia CBOM Haps ¥ B aKKypaTHOM I103€e MIPUTOTOBUIACh IIPUBETCTBOBAThH KeliHa.
Ho xorna fBeph Me[IeHHO OTKPHIJIACh, OHA YBUMENA. ..

"3mpaBCTByTEe, UMIIEpaTPUIIA".

910 Onina Cona, coOOIA3HUTEBHO YIBIOAIOIAsACS.

"O, npuniecca AuseH...? [loyeMy THI ...... i

37moBellee IPemuyBCTBHE ObII0O He6e30CHOBATEILHEIM.

Corma roppo crosina, 06Hs1B KeliHa, Kak OyaTo oHa Obiyia umnepaTpuiei. M aTo Owiio erme He Bce. OHa
Oblna omeTa 6oJiee riIaMypHO, 4eM OOBIYHO, B UepHOe IIJIaThe TOT0 XKe [Au3aiHa, 4yTo ¥ y Popmenuu, 4to
menarso ee ele 6oyiee BeIMKOJIEIHOM, 4yeM uMneparpuia Pogemnus.

Bblpa}KeHI/IH JIUII] COITPOBOKIOAIIINX 3aMETHO IIOTEMHE]IN, KOT'Ma OHKY YBUIOEIIN HaPAQ Compl. OHM
OBLIIM OIIeJIOMJIEHH ee IIPOHUIATEJIbHOCTBIO M Ta2Ke He IBITAJINCh CKPBITh CBOI THEB.

Tornoc yripeka IpOMKO IIpO3BYy4all B OTKPHITOM [IBEPH.



"9T0 OeCCTHIICTBO. 3aUeM THI ITpofiesiana TaKou myTh?"

"9T0 He BeXKJIMBO, KOTIa X035I1MKa II0SBJISETCS BOT TaK. Pa3Be TH He 3Haellb 3TUKET ....".

AfeH, KpenKui Kak I'BO3[b, C YCMEILIKOM mocMoTpen Ha Coly, OTKpOBEeHHO HaxMypuBiiuch. Ho Cona
He oOpalllasla BHUMaHUS Ha UX KPUTHUKY U CMOTpeJia ToJIbKo Ha Pomgenuio. Kak 6yaTo uMeHHO
HCKaXXKeHHOe BrIpaxkKeHue Popenuu oHa XoTesa YBULETE.

"Uto nmpuseno Teds cioma?"

XOJIOfHBIM U IOJIHEM JOCTOMHCTBA TOJIOC BEIPBAJICS M3-TI0J IJIOTHO CXATHIX I'y6 Pomenuu. Ei
0TPeGoBaIoCh MHOTO MyXKeCTBa, YTOOH IPOU3HECTH TH CI0Ba. Kak TonpKo oHa yBumena Comy
psimom ¢ Ke#iHOM, ee cepiile 3aKOJI0THIIOCH, a FOJI0Ba mobGeserna, Kak GyaTo BpeMs: CHOBa
OCTAHOBHJIOCh.

Ho Temepb OHa MOKISAIACh HE CTPAfATh TAK, KakK paHbIre. Temeps el ObIIO YTO 3aIluiaTh. UMeHHO
TI03TOMY OHA CMOTJIa GBICTPO COOPATHCS C MBICTISIMH.

Popenusa crapanach He CMOTpeTh Ha KeliHa, KOTOPHIYA HEIIOABUKHO CTOSI psagoM ¢ Conoi. Eit
Ka3aJI0Ch, YTO €CJIM OHa IIOCMOTPUT Ha HETo, ee cepAle ocabHeT.

"¢ cipocuna Te6s1, 3aUeM THI IPUIIIA, IPUHIIECCA".

Cora mpoposizkana MHOTO3HAQYUTEIIbHO YITbI0aThCsl, HeCMOTPS Ha Borpoc Pomenuu. Ha 3TOT pa3
Popenus cHOBa He MOHSIA, YTO OHA UMeETIa B BUAY.

XoTs X BHEITHOCTb OblZIa COBEPIIIEHHO Pa3HOM, MMEHHO B TaKie MOMEHTH OHa ITOHKWMasa, YTo
Ceppuan u Coja IeHCTBUTENIBHO OpaT U cecTpa.

"¢l BUXKY, YTO BHI ellle He MOJIy4Yyuiu u3Bectuii oT Ero BennyecTtsa".



Comna, KOTOpada BCe elle CMOTpeEIa Ha Pomenuto, MeaneHHO OTKDPGEIJIa POT.

...... YTO TH MMeellb B BUAY?"

"Bxop Ha OaHkeT".

J1o6 Pomenuu, KoTopas Obl/la pacCTpOeHa BEPTISBEIMU CIIOBaMM U AecTBUSIMU COJbI, MEIEHHO
HayaJl CMOPILIUBATHCH.

"ToBopuTeE TaK, YTOOH 5 MOTJIa IIOHATH, TPUHIIECCA".

IIHy.'.II

Cora co61a3HUTEIbHBIM KECTOM PYKH 3allpaBuiia IPsab BOJIOC 3a YX0 M Ha MTHOBEHUE B3TJISHYIA Ha
Keiina, mpexpe 4eM MPOmOIKUTh.

"Ha ceropusimaui 0aHkeT Ero BenuuecTBo BOWIET CO MHOM, a He C UMIIepaTpuIen”.

BpoBu Pomenuu HaxMypuauch etle OOJIbIIE.

"TloueMy OH BOUAET C BaMM, KOTa UMIIepaTpUlla HaXOOUTCSI IPSIMO 3[eCh?"

Popenus InmopyMalia, 4TO, JOJIZKHO OBITH, OCJIBIIIIATIACK. HOSTOMy oHa fmasna Come BpeMsi UCIIPAaBUTh
cBou cioBa. Ho Coma TonpKO ogHsIa 6p0BI/I, Ka3aJIoChk, He XKeJlad UCIIPABIATE CKa3aHHOE.

Ilaxe IIemnoT CIIY2KaHOK IIPEKPATHUJICSA, X BOKPYT BOLIAPUJIACH IIOJIHAA THUIIIHWHA.

Baponecca BepHa oTo1mia B cTopoHy Pogenuu, Kak 6yAaTo He Morya 0osblile TepieTh. bapoHecca,
KoTopas Oblyla HeMHOT0 Bhillle COJIBl, CMOTPEJIa Ha Hee XOJIONHBIMY I'ma3aMu. OHa KpuKHYy/a Ha Cony



SICHBIM I'OJIOCOM.

"THl y2Ke epexonulllb BCe I'PaHuIlsl, IpuHIlecca AliceH".

"TIbd, 5? KTo THI?"

Cora yneIOHYTach TYCTOM, BEICOKOMEPHOH YIHIOKOM ¥ TOCMOTpEsIa Ha 6apoHeccy.

Ee nnuHHBIE NHIIHBIE PECHUITH B3APOTHYIU. PacmonoxkeHHble oA HUMU a0CONIIOTHO YepHEIE T7a3a,
Ka3aJIoCh, IOTJIOTAT JaXke TeMHOTY.

PasrneBanHas OapoHecca BepHa ockanuma 3agHue 3y0Onl 1 KPEIKO CxKaJla Kynaku. [Jaxke OapoHecca,
pPOOLIBIIAS B COIIMAILHOM MUPE MOYTH iBa AeCATUIeTHs, Oblna mobexneHa uMImynbcoM COJIbL.

"3gech MHOTO rnas".

Bo3M0KHO, fie1o OBIIO B TOM, YTO ITopa OBIJI0 HAUMHAThH OAHKET, HO TUXKMe KOPUOOPhl CHOBA HavyallH
HATIOJTHSATHCS TOPOIIMBEIMY IIIaraMy CIIy2KaHOK. OHU IOTJISIbIBAIA B CTOPOHY, HaOmoaas 3a
IPOTUBOCTOSTHUEM Pomenuu u COJHL.

3aMeTHB UX B3TJIAOH, Pomenus CKOPPEKTHUPOBalia CBOE BhIPaXKEHNE JIKIla U ITarHyJa BIIEPen.

"HeBaxHo, 4T0 6apoHecca 3aHUMaeT 0ojee HU3KOe MI0JI0KEHNe, YeM BHI, 1 HafeloCh, BE He
3a0pIBaeTe, UTO OHa cTapiuas. [loaToMy 51 He X04y, YTOOHI B OYAyIIeM B IIPOSIBIISIIM TaKle MaHEPH! B
MO€eM IIPUCYTCTBUU".

Ona cka3zasa 3To ¢ 0OJbIION CUIION, COXPaHss CBOIO O1arOpOogHYI0 YIbIOKY 6063 KojebaHuii. OTO OBIIO
TIOBeeHre, KOTOPOe He TePsiIo HOCTOMHCTBA UMIIEPATPHUIILI X He 3a0kIBAJI0 O TOHKOM yIIPEeKe B afipec
Coel.

"¢ oymy..."



ITo Kako#-To mpuyuHe CoJla MOYyBCTBOBaIa Ce0s M0OeXKIeHHON U C YCUIKEM IIOTHSIIa MTOI00POOK,
3aCTaBJIsgs CBOE HETIOMBUKHOE TeJIo IBUTaThcs. Ee ry0rl, 6e3 Tpyma MOOHSTEIE BBEPX, 3adPOKaIIH.

Briyio Kanko ¥ TO, Kak OHa CAeflaja BU[, YTO HUYEro He IIPOU30LIIO0, U KPelue yXBaTUIach 3a PyKy
Ketina.

Kak 6yaTo oHa IbITajach MPOAEMOHCTPUPOBATEL CBOIO 6JIM30CThL K HeMy. Ha MrHOBeHUE aKKypaTHbIE
yX03KeHHbIe OpoBU Pomenuu CMOPIIUIKCE.

"KcraTu, mpuHIlecca AMCeH, 9YTO 3HAYHT, YTO BH BoMeTe Ha OaHKET BMecTe ¢ Ero BemuuectBom?"

"UmenHo Ttak. Ero BenuuecTBo BOMOEeT BMeCTe CO MHOU".

Comna nogHsIa T'OJIOBY, CHOBa ITOYYBCTBOBAB CBO€ ITPEBOCXOOCTBO. 3aTeM OHa YTIBI6HYJ'IaCB, CBEPKHYB
T'Jla3aMu.

9T0 OBIIIO0 BEICOKOMEPHOE fercTBUe. [TogaBuB TimecnaaBHBIM cMellok, Pomenus mocMoTpena Ha Coy.

"9t10 Bonist Ero Benuuectsa? Thl yrpoxaina emy?"
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