)%k

)%k

Topsl BapTn, BepyIue 0T ceBepHBIX BOPOT MiMIIepaTOpCKOro ABoplia, ObITM KPyThIMU. [lepecekas
TOPHEBINA XxpebeT, MOXKHO OBIIO MmomacTh B Benukoe ['ep1iorcTBo AM3eH, HO HUKTO HE OCMEeTHUBAJICS
IIOIOXTH K HEMY BILJIOTHYIO.

[Tomumo penbeda MECTHOCTH, 3MECh KPYTJIBIN IO CBUPEIICTBOBAJIM I'YCTOM TyMaH U 3I00HbBIE 3BEPH,
II03TOMY 3a0/IyAUTHCS UM TIOTEPSITh XKU3Hb ObIJI0 OOLIYHBIM [IEJIOM.

Kenin BenukopyIHo npennoxun CepanaHy rocTeBOM OBOpPeEL] y CeBEPHBIX BOPOT. HUKTO He myMarl,
YTO 3TO OBLJIO MOJTHEIM OfioKeHreM. Ceriyac OBOPeI] OB TOYTH 3a0POoIIIeH.

[ yBepeH, 4TO TH CKy4aellb 10 CBOEX POAMHE, HO JaBall yTEIIMMCS TyMaHOM].

9T0 GBIJIO TOMHKO MTOTOMY, YTO OH HAaXOMUJICS HeflaJIeKo OT ero BiaageHui. CeparaH paciyCTUlI Tyron
dpak u mepeman ero ciyre, CTOSIBIIEMY PSIAOM C HUM. Korga ero Imaru mpuBesid ero K CEeBepPHBEIM
BOpPOTaM, OH BCIIOMHMUJI O TOM, YTO IIPOM3O0ILIIO0 PaHee.

'Tlocne Takoro npepaTenbCcTBa TH (Popmenusi) Bce ellle UCIBITEIBaellb K HeMy YyBCTBa?'

Emy He moHpaBuioch, Kak Popenus 3ammuiiaia uMiepaTopa nepeg HuM, Kak 6yaTo 60s1ach, 4TO OH
mocTpagaert.

[nymblil UMIIEpaTop, ITOX0XKe, He 3HaJ 3TOTO.

Bup ee mpomonkan 6eCIIOKOUTE ero. MoxeT OBITh, 9TO OLIIO €T0 HEeTePIeHHe, a MOXKeT ObITh, CITaObIi
CTpax, YTO OH HHUKOTTA He IIOIY4HT ee.

Crpax, 4To oH OymeT 60POTHCS ¥ YMUPATh B 3TOM Y2KACHOM 60T [0 KOHIIA CBOUX THEMH.

On AOyMaJl, 9TO HUKOT'Id B 2KU3HU HE UCIIBITAET TAKOTO YyBCTBaA CTPAXa.



CepnuaH ycMexHYJICS IPo ce0si. 3aTeM OH yCIIbIal 3ByK TOHKUX, TYJIKUX I1aroB.

"Benukuii KHA3L".

CrpsiTaB CBO IIpUMED, OH OTJISIHYJICSA Ha SCHBIMA, CIIOKOMHBIM T'0JI0C, KOTOPBIM OH y2Ke IIPUBLIK
CJIBIIIATD.
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[Tocne yxoma Cepaouana maxe Coja mocrelmiia MOKUHYTh CBOE MECTO, OCTABUB B 3aJie JIUIIh
TSKEIYIO TUIIWHY.

"UmmepaTpuia ...... Kaxk Thl MOXKeIllb TaK yHUXKATh MeHsA?"

Keitn KPHUKHYII Popenuu, ero BEIPA2KEHHUE JIUIa OBLITO HEIMOABHUKHBLIM M 3aCTHIBIIAM. 3aTEM OH TPY6O
B3MaXHYJI BOJIOCAMH, CJIOBHO HE MOT' Oorblire TEPIIETh.

A

'd mpocTo Gecnokoumnack o Tebe'.

OHa HHMYero He cKa3aja 3a ero cuuHou. HeT, oHa He Moria.

MoxeT ObITh, 3TO OBbITIa €e TOPOOCTh, HO OHA HEe MOTJIa BEIPBATHCS U3 TOPIIa.

KeliH ycMexHycsl Hafl HeCIIOCOOHOCThIO Pomenuu 4To-nubo cKasaTh.



"f BuxXKy, TH yKe Onu3ka K Benukomy I'eprory. Benukuii KHg3b Ha3Bas T€0s CBOUM JIy4IIAM
opyrom".

"V 1e0st ecTh onpaBgaHue?"

I'napga Ha g3BuTenbHOro KeviHa, Pomenus npomonvana. He Bce nu paBHO, €CNTM OHa IIPpAAYMaeT
OIpaBOaHue?

OH Bce PaBHO He CO6I/IpaHC5{ ee CJIIylIaTk.

Popenusi CIOKOWHO OTBETHIIA C (pasIbIINBOM YIHIOKOM Ha ry0ax.

"4 ycrana. 4 mougy".

Ona 3ameTuma, 4T0 BBIpazKeHUe JInlia KeiiHa crtaso 6oee XKeCTKUM, HO e OBITIO BCe PpaBHO.

Ona xoTena, 4TOOBI OH IMOYYyYBCTBOBAJI, KAKOBO 3TO - OCTATbhCsSA OOHOMY.
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Popmenus yxe BO3Bpallasach BO ABOPEIl UMIEPATPULIE, KOTHa 3aMeTia Cepanana, KOTOPHIN YIIesn
paHbIIIe.

Pa3Bsi3bIBast TaICTYK ¥ IepeaBasi ero ciyre, oH OblT 6e3ympeyeH, Kak BCErfa.

'Yl B TakO# ommacHOCTH'.



Heyxenu eMmy He3m0poBUTCs? Pofemnust HUMIyIbCUBHO MOHoIIa K Cepauany.

"Benukuil KHI3b."

Cepnuan MeqeHHO o6epHyiics. Ero cepeGpsiHbie BOIOCH Pa3BeBAJIKCh Ha BETPY, a ero
HEeIPUHYKIEHHOE BEIPAXKEeHKE KA GBIZI0 0YeHb KPACUBEIM.

[ToaTOMY OHa PacCTPOMUIACH ele GOIbIIE.

Eif He HPaBUIIOCh, KaK OH C XOJIOMHHIM CEPALIEM KOIIAeTCs B €e CIIOKOWHOM pa3yMe.

Ecnu Ovl 0H HUYEro He cKalasl, KeiH mpomonkan Okl CKPEIBATh 9TO, @ OHA MPOMA0JIXKasia OBl JKUTH,
HUYEero He 3Had.

Pomenus cxBaTuia CBOe mjaThke U ITOCMOTpPena Ha CepauaHa.

Ee rmaza ObIIM HAIIOJHEHBI CMEChIO 9MOLIUM U €ro.

"9To0 3T0..."

Cep;uHaH XKeCTOM BeJieJl CTOAIIEeMY PAOOM C HUM CIIYy2KUTENI0 YOAaJIUThCA U OTKPEBIII POT.

Bompeku 0XumaHUSIM, 4TO 9TO Oy#eT MycTsK, rojoc CeparaHa OblT pa3gpazkeHHBIM.

3amaHMKOBaBIIas Pomenus cxkarna ry6131 1 TEM K€ PE3KHUM I'OJIOCOM CIIPOCHIIA.

"THI IJTAHUPYEIIL OTOMCTHATh MHE 3a TO, UTO g OTKa3aja Tebe B ycmyre?"

"MecTp?"



CepnuaH Ha MTHOBEHUe paccMesiyicsl, Kak OyATo yCibliTal 3a6aBHy0 HCTOPUIO.

"MecTb... Kak s cMero MCTUTh UMIIEpATPHIle? OTO 0YeHb HHTEPecHOe BooOpaxkeHue".

Ou nopomen 6muxe K Pogenuu. Ha xomomHoM nutle CeanaHa, KOTr'la OHA IIPUCMOTpPeEIIAaCh, yXe
IOABUIICA HaM€EK Ha BecCeIlbe.

"HUTakK, mouyeMmy Ha 3emre......7?"

"THI mBITAEUILCA CKa3aTh MHE, T0UeMy 51 ocKopbuia MmnepaTopa?"

Hu3kuil rosoc qoHeccs 10 ee yIleu.

Barnan Pomenuu BHUMATENbHO ciiequi 3a HUM. OH ObUI Tak 0JIM3KO0, UYTO OHA MOTJIA CJLIIIATL ero
ObIXaHue.

HpaBI[a, B IIOJIE€ €€ 3PEHUA OBLI TOJTBKO Cepm/IaH. Ona gomxHa Orvlna u3berath ero B3risga, HO
Imo4YeMy-ToO €y 9TOr0 He XOTeJI0Ch.

Ona Bcerga HepBOfI u3berana ero B3risima. Ho ceromHst e He XOTEJIOCh 9TOTO [EeaTh.

Korma Popmemnust Momya BCTPETHIIACh C HUM B3TJISINOM, He u3beras ero rias, B ero riia3ax ImosBUIICS
HaMeK Ha HHTepec.

BripaxeHnue ero auia, KOrma OH BCTPETHIT ee B3TJISI CBOMMH KPACHBIMY T'JIa3aMH, B KOTOPBIX,
Ka3aJI0Ch, OBIJIO COJIHIIE, HA MTHOBEHHE MCKA3UJIOCh.

CeppnaH IEPBLIM OTBEJT B3TJIS.



'C kakou ctatu?'

"4 oTBeuy mo3xe".

BpOCI/IB HEIIOHATHEIE CJIOBa, CeanaH CKPBEIJI CBO€ 3aMeEIaTEeIbCTBO U, Y2KE€CTOYUB BRIPDAXKEHNE JINIIA,
OTOIlIEeJI B CTOPOHY.

[Tocne ero yXOHa €€ B3rjisin O0JIroe BpeMda He OBUTraliCd.
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CMyIeHue YCTYIUIO MeCTO IeiCTBUI0. BepHYBIINCH B KOMHaTY, CepauaH CHSI KYPTKY U 6pocun ee
Ha MPOU3BOJI CYAbOHL.

9T0 OBLI IOCTYIIOK, Ha KOTOPHIM OH HUKOTA OBl He PEIIUIICS MPH OOBIYHBEIX 00CTOATEILCTBAX.

CeB Ha OuBaH, CepJII/IaH OIIPOKHHYII 6YTBIJ'IKy BHCKH Ha CTOII.

'TloueMy THI 0OCKOpOUI UMIepaTopa?’

CHauajta Bompoc Popmenuu mmoka3sascsd emy cTpaHHBIM. OH yXke 3HaJjl OTBET.

KoneuHo, 310 OBI710 pagy 3a6aBHl.

Ho on HMYero He MOT OTBETHUTH, TJIAOSI B I“J'IYGOKI/Ie 3eJieHbIe I'1a3a Pogenuu, xkemasd 11oJ1:000BaTHCS ee
COKPYLIEHHBIM BhHIPDA2KEHUEM JIXIIA.

OH TOHSJI, YTO He POCTO CHeJal YTO-TO UMIYICUBHOE pagy 3abaBHl.



OH 6b1 03amadeH. [109TOMy OH MOMIEN MPOYb, Kak 6yOTo X0Ten yoexaTh. OH HE XOTeJI, 4YTOOH OHa
BHJIeJIa €r0 B CMSTEHUH.

CepouaH onmycToInua OyTHUIKY BUCKHM ¥ IIPU3HAJICS, TS Ha SPKYI0 cepebpHCTyIO IyHY, CBETUBIIYIO
B OKHO.

OH He 3HAJI, YTO UMEHHO O3HAYaeT 3TO HEMPUSITHOE OIIyIeHNe, SMOIIUS.

Popmenuio ®0peHC, MOTOMY 4TO ero 6€CIOKOUIO, YTO OHA OTMasia CBOe Cepille TaKOMY AYPakKy.
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[Tocne yromuTenbHOM Tpane3sl Pomenus BepHyach B CBOIO KOMHATY, 00eCcCHUIeHHas, 1 JieTyia Ha
CIIMHY Ha KPOBaTh.

[TpoxsafiHOE, HO IIYILINCTOE Ofiesiio 00ePHYJIOCh BOKPYT ee Tesa. [locTelleHHO HaNpsKeHre Havyaso
paccemBaThCS, U COOBITHS [IHS PAa30M BOILIIK B €€ CO3HAHMUE.

"Cepouan Aii3eH.......

Pogenus npo6opMoTana ero ©UMs TOHEHbKUM I'0JIOCKOM, KOTOPHIN yKe HaBHO OBLT el 3HaKOM.

Kak uMmepaTpuiie, e TPUX0OAUI0Ch PELUTUTEIbHO 00IIATLCS C CAMBIMU PA3HBIMHU JTFOIbMHU.
HekoTopble 13 HUX OBITM HaBSI3YMBO KPACHBEI, @ HEKOTOPHIE Ilaparnany e HepBhl. HO OHU TPUXOAUITH
1 yxonumnu 6e3 mpobiem.

Ho B CepauaHe GBITIO YTO-TO cOBepIeHHO uHoe. OH Bcerma 6ecmokousn ee. ITouemy?

HecmoTtps Ha To, 4To Benmukoe reprorctso Ali3eH uMeso 0OJbIOe BIUSHNUE Ha MMIepuio, B Iy4IieM
Ciydae 3TO OBbIJIO BEJIMKOE TePIOTCTRO.



MoXKHO OgyMaTh, YTO UMIIEPATOPCKast KPOBb MOXKET UMETh TaKO€e BIUSHUE, HO HE U3-3a
MMIIEPATOPCKOM KPOoBU AN3EHbI CMOTJIM MONTy4YUTh BenuKkoe repiorcTso.

[TpocTo mOTOMY, YTO 3TO OBITIa CEMbSI, KOTOPAsi BHECTIA OTPOMHBIM BKJIa[ B OCHOBaHUE CTpaHbl. Ho
KaKMM-TO 00pa30M, BO BpeMsI OCHOBaHHUS CTpaHbl, Benukuit ['eprior Aii3eH MOT IPaBUTh MIOYTH KakK
UMIIEPATOP.

Bups, yto KellH TOTOB 3aiTU Tak Aajieko, g AyMalo, 4TO cerndac 3TO TO XKe caMoe. ITO OIpefe/IeHHO
YTO-TO".

Popenusi HaxMypusach, IPUIOXKUB THIIBHYI0 CTOPOHY afoHu Ko 110y. Y3 uctopuu Mmnepuu oHa
y3Hasa, 4To faXKe Cpefu UCTOPUKOB ObiBIINi Benukuii I'epiior Ali3eH UMes COBEPIIEHHO UHYIO
pemnyTanuio.

Opuu TOBOPHUJIH, YTO OH IIPOCTO HE 3a00THJICS O BJIACTH M OTKA3aJICs OT JOJI2KHOCTH UMIIEPATOPa,
Apyrue C4uTalid, 9YTO OH OCTaBHUJI BCE XJIOIIOTHREIE €JIa UMIIePATOPYy U 3a €ro CIIMHOU 06na)1an
abCOJTIOTHOM BJIACThHIO.

BaxkHo, 4TO HM OHO M3 dTUX MHEHUU He YHR2XKAIIO OBLIBIIIEI0 BEJIMKOI'0 KHsI35 AlizeHa. KoHEeYHO,
CBOIO POJIb ChII'PaAjia UX coOCTBEeHHAs XOJIOOHasA aTMocq)epa, COOTBETCTBYIOIIAsA UX PEITYTAITUH.

OpHako co BpeMeHEM HX IIPECTUXK IMOCTEIIEHHO ocnabeBar, u JETH BEJIMKOI'O KHA34A CTaJId 2KHUTh B UX
IIOMECThX, IIOKa HE JOCTUTJIM COBEPIIECHHOJIETHI.

B pesynbTaTe CcTany XOOUTH CIIyXW O TOM, YTO HA BEJIMKOT0 KHS351 MOTJIO OBITh HAJI0KEHO CTPaHHOe
IIPOKJIATHE 3a HEOIHOKPAaTHbIe YOuiicTBa. I101b3ysaCh 3TUM, COEPXKKU U IIPOTHBOBECH CO CTOPOHEI
OPYTUX OBOPSH ObLIM Kak THYOK B HEDO.

OpmHako, CIOBHO XKefasd IToKa3aTh, 4To [1oM Ai3eH HaXOOUTCS B Xopolel popme, KaxK Okl pa3, Koraga
UM yTpoxKaJjla OIlaCHOCTh, OHH YHUYTOXKAJIA OBOPSH, HEOOLIEHNBIINX UX IIOJI0KEHNE.

Kak Ovl Tam HE OBITIO, IIPOTHB UMIIEPATOPA HENlb3s JeicTBOBaTh 6e3paccynHo. OmHaKO HEIHEIIHUM
Benukuii Kusa3s, Cepaual, Ob1 ApyruM. Kak TOJIBKO OH IOCTUT COBEPIIEHHOJNIETHS, OH Haj o cebe
3HATh.



'Y Ceporana MoXkeT OBITE KeJlaHue BIaCTH'.

OH Ben ce0s Kak 4esloBeK, He UCIBITHBAONINN HUKAKUX COMHEHUH 110 9TOMY 10BOAy. KeliH HU4eM He
otnuyasncs oT Hero. OH He MOT IPOTUBOCTOSITH CepauaHy u3-3a Toro, yero 6osmncs. CaMbli
MOTYIIIECTBEHHBIM UMIIEPaTOp Bcex BpeMeH, Kelin Bausp.

'HaBepHsKa eCTb 4TO-TO, Yero g He 3Halo'.

To xe camoe Ov110 U ¢ Cornoi. [ToueMy oHa JOJIKHA TaK O0SITHCSI CBOMX POIHBLIX OpaTheB U cecTep?

B KOHIIe KOHIIOB, HUYETO Xopoi1iero He On110. Pomenus nepecTaaa AyMaThk U 3aKPhIJId I''la3ad
XOJIOOHBIMU PYKaMH. OHa He moJKHa ObIJTa TaK CIATh, HO €€ TeJI0 CTaHOBUJIOCH BCE TSXKesee U
TA2XKeJee, a CO3HaHue yracario.

...... IleliCTBUTENBHO, 9TO CTPaHHO".
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Korga Pomemnust mpocHyIach Ha paccBeTe, ee 7100 ObIT TOKPHIT XOJIOMHEIM IIOTOM, Kak OyITO OHA
BHUJIeNIa MyPHOU COH. [ToImaTkBasICh, OHA MOOHSIACH C 6JIEMHEIM JIMIIOM ¥ CeJla 3a CTOJ.

B HemoyMeHUY OHa [POXKAIIUMU pyKaMu OBICTPO [OTSHYIACh 10 YallHMKa ¥ Haluia 4ail. TompKo
KOTI'7la Yalllka IIeperoIHUIIach U Yail HaMOYuJ PYyKy, OHa OKOHYaTeIbHO IIpulllia B ceOsl.

Bo pty y Hee Ob10 cyxo. OHa OTSTruBaa 4aid, BCIOMUHASA COH.

9T0 OBII CTPAHHBIN COH.

OH OBIJT CJTUIIKOM SIPKUM, YTOOB! OBITH CHOM, CITUIIIKOM HepeasibHbIM, YTOOB! OBITH PeaibHOCTHIO.



OHa Haxoausach B MaJIeHbKOH, TyCKIIO OCBellleHHOI KOMHaTe C OIIyIlIeHrneM, YTO Ha Hee BCe BPpEeMsA
YTO-TO CMOTPHUT, U €€ CKOBBIBAJI HeoCOo3HaBaeMBIU CTpax. OnHa He MoOrJjla BUOETh BIIepegu, II03TOMYy He
MOT'JIa Y6e}KaTB HJIX OCO3HATh PeaJIbHOCTEL ITPOUCXOOAIIEro.

"Kommap...?"

B nocnenHee BpeMsi el He CHUJIMCH KOIIMapHl, ¥ OHa YyBCTBOBasa c/1aboCTh B Tee. XOIOMHBIN IIOT
CHOBA BHICTYIIUJI IIO €€ CYyXOMY IT03BOHOYHHKKY, KOT[a OHa ITofiyMaJsia O CHe.

B03MO0KHO, 39T0 OBIJIO IPOCTO COBIAMiEHHE, HO € T0Ka3aJI0Ch, YTO KTO-TO CMOTPUT Ha Hee, ¥ OHa
TIOBEPHYJIa TOJIOBY ¥ ITOCMOTPETIa B CTOPOHY OKHa.

Ha MrHoBeHMe ee 3ejIeHbIe TJIa3a BCTPETHUIINCH C IPKO-KPACHBEIMH.
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