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"MiMmepaTtpuiia yexaja C BeJIUKUM KHsI3eM AU3eHOM B TOT [JEHb".

Hepgoymennsii B3rnsan Pomenuu obpaTtuscs K Kelny.

Ecnm oHa mpaBUIBLHO pPaccCibIiala, OH, II0X0XKe, cendac peBHOBan CepanaHa K HEH.
Kak eMy He CTBIIHO F'OBOPUTH 3TO IIPU HEU?

OHa moTepsiyia Jap peyH, HO IoCTapaaach KOHTPOIMPOBATh CBOM 3MOLIMH, a 3aTeM CIIOKOWHO
ITPOM3HECIA.

"¢l ckasama BaM......, YTO Y MeHS OBITT OTHEJIbHEIN PAa3roBOP C BEIMKUM KHsI3eM. M pas3Be s momKHa
OBlzIa 0CTABATLCS B TAKOM MecTe?".

"Kak OBl TaM HU ObLIIO, BH - UMIlepaTpulia. YTo 6ygeT ¢ MOUM JIUIIOM, KOTTla UMIlepaTpHila YeIeT C
IPYTUM MYKUMHOH? [lyMaellb, eCTb CMBICTT He 3a00TUTHCS O TAaKMX BelllaX, IIOTOMY YTO THI -
uMIeparpuna?”

Ero nuno?
Popenus pa3pasuaack CMEXOM OT OTBPAIllEHUS.
"THI TOJIBKO YTO CKa3asa "TBoe uio"?"

(*J’II/II_IO* B 3TOM CUTyallu! O3HAYAET €TI0 BHEIITHU} BUMO, €TI0 TOPOOCTh, €0 HOCTOMHCTBO KdK
HMIIepaTopa. To, Kak noau BOCIIDUHUMAIOT ero)

Kaxk oH MOT BHIITIOHYThH TaKoe 6eCCTHIHOE CII0BO, KaK OyITO 9TO OBINIO IyCTIKOM? ITO OBIIIO
HETIOCTUXKUMO.

HeyxXenu OH XOTeJ CKa3aTh, YTO €r0 JOCTOMHCTBO BaKHEe MOCTOMHCTBa uMIepaTpullbl? OHa Jaxe
He 3aX0TeJia IIPOSBUTH TI00E€3HOCTD K ero ObIBIIeH BO300/1eHHoM. OHA UL Hafesanach, YTO OH
OymeT obOpalaThCs CO MHOM JOCTOWHO, KaK C UMIIEPaTPHUIIEH. ..

Pogenus comkHyna ry6sl 1 6pocuia Ha HET'O XOJIONHBIH B3rsy, 1 KeliH Ha MrHOBeHUe 3aKoyebascs,
CJIOBHO OCO3HAB CBOIO OIIHNOKY.

"Pa3Be TH He MOXKeIlb JOBEPSITh MHE U XKOaTh MeHS?"
"TloyeMy s IOJKEH NOBEPSTH BaM, Ballle BeIM4eCcTBO? Pa3Be BHI laii MHE JOCTOMHOe 00bsicHEHUE?"

KefiH, KOTOPHIHA Cepbe3HO 3afiyMaJiCcs Hafl YeM-TO IO IIKBAJIOM €€ BOIIPOCOB, OTKPHII POT, HAXMYPHB
OpoBH.

"...9TO MOTOMY, YTO 5 IIEpeHec/a 3UMHHUeE I[BeTH 0e3 Balllero pa3perieHus?”
II'[_ITO?II
"Torpa 51 Ha@EIOCh, YTO BH CAEJIAETE TO, YTO S X04Uy, CO BTOPOX fo4epbio rpada [TonTona".

Curtyarus Oblyla IOUCTUHE yXkKacatomel. OHa HeHaBuAesa KeliHa 3a TO, UTO OH BHIHEC pellleHHE,
flaXke He MONBITABIIKNCh BEICIIYIIATH €e.



"Baire BenuuecTBo maxe He CIIPOCUIIM MEHS, ToYeMy 51 BeirHana Capy WM YTO OHA CHellajna, YTOOR
3aCTyKUTh 9T0. HeyxKenu BH He MOXKeTe MOoAyMaTh, 4YTO Ha 3TO eCTh IpuYnHa?"

"He nMeeT 3Ha4Ye€HHUS, UTO COejlajla 9Ta XKeHnuHa!"

HEPBHO BHIKPUKHYT KeitH. CJIOBHO He B CHITaX KOHTPOJIMPOBATH BEIPazkKeHUE CBOETO JIUIlA, OH
HaXMypHUIICS U ITy0oKo B3noxHY. [IoTpsiceHHast ero OTHoLIeHueM, Pomenust 3agpoxaa BCEM TEJIOM.

"...Bel cunbHO U3MEeHUNIUCH, Baille BenuyecTBo. Y melcTBUM HMIIepaTPUILIB BCETOa €CTh BECKas
npuyrHa. OQHAKO, U3MEHUTHCSA TaK CKOPO IIOCJIe TOTO, KaK y Bac IIOSBUIACh FOCIIOXKa, BCEraa Jii Bh
OBLIM TaKuUM?"

[Tpocouusics X0IOOHEIN TOJI0C. Poesnust ONHSAIACh CO CBOEr0 MECTa, He TJIAAs Ha Hero. Y Hee
6osnblire He OBUIO HU CMEJIOCTH, HU Cepplia, YTOOL HaXOAUTHCS B 3TOM MeCTe.

Pot Keiina HUCKPHUBUIICA, KOT'Id OH CTOJIKHYJICA C €ee He3HaKOMOM BHEIIHOCTHIO.

Popmenus Gblna XKEHIIAHON, KOTOPAs He MOTJIa BRICKA3aTh CBOe MHEHHUE, 60sICh, UTO ee BOZHEHABHUISIT.
Ona 6051aCh, YTO HOTEPSIET UX JIFOOOBB.

KeiiH mpekpacHO 3HaJI, YTO OHa ObIJIa OfepKKUMa CBOEH POJIbIO0 UeaIbHOW UMIIEPATPULIEI ¥ OYEHb
IOPOXKUIa CBOUM HOCTOMHCTBOM. OHa CYMTANa, YTO 3TO eIUHCTBEHHKIN CII0CO0 OBITH TI00MMOIH
UMIIEPATOPOM.

OH He {yMaJl, 9YTO OHa BOT TaK cMeJio OyfeT roBopuTh 3a cebsi. KoHeuHO, OH MOT CKa3aThb, 4YTO OHa
paccepauack, MOTOMY 4TO ee YOeXKIeHUs OBl 3aTPOHYTHL.

Bo3M0KHO, OHa He X0Tejla pearupoBaTh TakK X0JI0OHO. BO3M0OXKHO, OHA OlyMaeTCs, UCIIyraeTCs, YTO
ee BO3HEHABUST, U BePHETCS K cebe MpexkHeH.

Ho eMy He HpaBUIUCH eiBa YJI0BUMbIE U3MEHEHU s, IPOU30LIe e C Hel 3a [I0CIeIHIe HECKOJIBKO
nHel. KTo Ha 3eMJie MOT TakK MCKYCHO IOIIATHYTh XOPOIIIO CJI0KEeHHYI0 OallrHio?

(TL *KelH yMCTBEHHO OTCTasbIi? Mnu 0" npocTo HauBeH? II0TOMY YTO OYEBUIHO, YTO UMEHHO OH
TIOMIATHYJI 3TY XOPOILO CJI0XKeHHYI0 OamHio. OH YHU3UT ee y0IMYHO, HO 3aJaBaTh TakKKUe BOIPOCH?
OH oxupmaert, 4YTo oHa OymeT KyKyo# 6e3 amouuii? [JoK-110K.)

Keiin moyyBcTBOBaJl HEOOXOOUMOCTL CHOBA Ha[laBUTh Ha Hee.

"TlouemMy THI TaK U3MeHUIACh? ¢ MyMaJi, 4TO BEI HOOXOOUTE HA MOJIZKHOCTH UMIIEPATPULLI, UIIU S
y
HeIIpaBUIbHO Bac MOHST?"

OH Ben ce0st Tak, CIIOBHO Pelllaj CI0XKHYI0 3aaayy.
YyBCTBO CTHIAA 0xBaTUIO Pomenuio. Kak oH MOT OBITH TAKMM 3TOHMCTOM, He JyMas O He#?
"OcTaHoBUCH 37€ech." (Pomenus)

Eit Ka3anock, YTO OHA BOT-BOT Pa3PBIAAETCS OT 3TUX XOJIOAHBIX CJIOB, HO OHA HAMEPEHHO
BBEIIIPSIMUIIACH eltle Oombie. OHa IPUTBOPHUIIACH CIIOKOMHOM U yKe coOMpanach BEIUTH U3 CTOJIOBOM,
KOT[a yCJbllana cMeX, JOHOCSIIUNCS c3a0y, U 0CTaHOBUJIaCh Ha MeCTe.

"OctaBb ee. KaxeTcs, 0Ha X04eT OTAOXHYTh".



Pe3kuii, c06/1a3HUTENBHBIN IOIOC 9XOM pa3HeCCd I10 3aJly BMeCTe CO CTYKOM KaGHYKOB. Kak Tonsko
OHa YCJIBIIIaJIa 3TOT I'0OJIOC, Pomenuu mokasasnocs, 4TO BCA KPOBE B €€ TeJie BEITEYeT. He B cunax
HUTHOPHUPOBATH 3TO, Pomenust MemgmeHHO TIIOBEPHYJIAaCh U TYT XK€ I102KaJiejla O CBOEM PEIICHUN.

'Yl He mosikHA ObLLIa OrJIAOLIBATLCS .

Cona mepnnenHo ta K KeiiHy, ofeTas B IiaThe IiBeTa HOUHOTO HeOa, KOTOPOe 0OHa Morjia Obl HafleTh
Ha OaHkeT. Ee Gesble maeyn, OTKPHITEE TITyOOKKUM BEIPE30M ILTaThs, 671€CTEIN OT CBETA.

Bo3M0XkHO, ie10 ObIT0 B IEPHSIX IIaThsi, BO3MOXKHO, B €€ KeCTax, HO OHa Obl/la MoXoxka Ha
c06Ia3HUTEILHOTO YEePHOTO0 nedems.

Coma o6Hsina KeiiHa 3a 111€10, CJIOBHO TOBOPST €My UATH C Hew. IToka Pogemnusi meITanach CIIPABUTHCS
CO CBOMM MCKaXkKeHHHLIM BHIPaXKeHHUEM JIUIa, KpacHbIe T'YOb COMIE MSATKO ITPHOTKPHIIHCS.

"Bepuro?"
keksk
Popenusi moKuHyJsa CTOJIOBYIO, CJIOBHO yOeras.

[ToToMy 4TO Ha 3TOT pa3 OHa YyBCTBOBaJa Te ke 3Moiuu. He3BaurM rocreM Oviia Coia, HO OHa
(Pomenus), Ka3aaocsk, CTaja YyKUM IIpeIMeTOM MeXAy HUMH.

To ke caMoe MOXKHO CKa3aTh ¥ 00 OTHOIIEHUY K Hel CIIyT.

Korga Pomenus BEIXOMIIA U3 CTOJIOBOM, CITy2KaHKU CMOTPEeNH el BCJe[] U MepellenThBaIuCh Ha
TIOBHIIIIEHHBIX TOHaX. OHa IocTapajach CKPHITh CBOE BHIpaXKeHUe JIHila ¥ YCKOpHIa Iar.

3aBTpa CJI0Ba pa3HecyTcs 10 BCeMy OBOPLY. ....'
HmnepaTtpulia felCTBUTEILHO OTePsiyia IUIo. Pogenus 3akpriia Iiasa, ee JIUIo mo0IenHeo.
'O, mMmnepaTtpuna. Yto npoucxogut?"

OHa He MOrJjla BCIIOMHUTD, C KaKUM HaCTpOEeHHuEeM OHa BEPHYJIAaCh B CBOIO KOMHATY.

Korpga ona mina OﬁpaTHO B CBOIO KOMHATY C 3aCTBIBIINM JIMIIOM, CIIY2KaHKH ITOOOIIIIN K Hel, B3sIN
I1ajab, B KOTOpOfI OHa 6I:>IJ'Ia, " CIIPOCHUJINA €€ C 00eCIIOKOeHHBIMH JINIIaMU.

Ona xoTesa 3amakaTh epeq HUMY, IIepefl CBOMMU IOApyraMu, cectpamu. Ho oHa He MorJ1a 3TOTO0
coenath. TakoBO OBIIO IIONOKEHNE UMIePaTPULIBL.

OHa He MOXeT HUKOMY IIOKa3bIBaTh Clie3kl. Pofienus mokadasna rojioBou.
"TIpoctH, HO mo3xke. Ceiiyac g xo4y OOLITH OffHA".
CnyxaHKu, IIOHAB cj10Ba Pomenuu, 0OMeHSINCh B3TIsaMy, & 3aTeM TUXO BBHIIUIA U3 KOMHATHI.

VIMeHHO TOTjla OHa, HAaKOHEI], CMOTJIa BEIPA3UTh CBOM 9MOITMH TaK, Kak oHM Oblmx. OHa 3abpasnachk 1oy,
0IesiyI0O ¥ HEKOTOPOe BpeMs IIjlaKalla, Kak pebeHoK. Bce, YTo mMpou30IIIIo 3a 3TO BpeMs,
ITPOMETIBKHYJIO B €€ T'0JIOBE, KaK OeryIiue JacH.

I'me Bce mormio He Tak?



C Toro MoMeHTa, Kak OpaThsl Aif3eH MPUIIIK B UMIIEPATOPCKUM ABOPEI], YTOOHI IIPEICTABUTLCS, UK
IO 3TOro?

Bo3MoxHo, KeliH yxKe maBHO IOTEPSI CBOE CepAlle.

Ona KPEIIKO CXKaJla KyJIdKH, II0Ka €€ JIaONOHU HE ITIOKPACHEeIIN. Tenepb OHa H€ MOTI'JIa BCIIOMHUTH T€
CHaCT/INBBIE OHHU, IOTOMY YTO 3TO KA3aJIOCh el JaJieKuM IIPOIIIIBIM, KOTOPO€ NUCYE3JI0, KaK IIBIJIb.

Popenusi 3acHyna, 00eCCUIIEB OT CJie3, IPOHOJIKAs IyMAaTh O TOH 60JH, KOTOPYI0 IpUYUHUT el KeiH.

kxkkk

B uMnepaTopCcKOM [IBOPIlE BOBCIO IIIJTA MIPUTOTOBIIEHUS K OaHKETY 110 CJTy4al0 OCHOBAHHUS, KOTOPHIN
IomKeH ObLT BCKOPE COCTOSIThCS.

3aMoK OBII YKpallleH BeIMKOIEHbBIMY U IYYIIUME IeKOpalusMU 110 BCeMy IepuMeTpy. Bce cTaprie
CKaTePTH ¥ 3aHaBeCKHU OBITM 3aMeHEeHHl Ha HOBBIE, a ea Ijisi 0aHKeTa IOTOBUJIACh B OOJBIINX
KOJINYECTBAX.

[TockombKy B 9TOM rofy 6aHKeT ObUT I00UJIEMHEIM, COTEIM II0 CYeTy, I03TOMY OH ObIT elre Gonee
3HAYUMBIM, KaXXOBIM IIpefMeT ObL TIIaTelbHO IIOATOTOBJIEH, HO POJIb UMIepaTpullsl, Pogenuy, Ovina
BaKHee BCeX OCTAJIbHBIX.

K cyacThio, eciiu MOXKHO TaK BHIPA3UTHCS, 3TO IIO3BONIUIO Pogenuu, KoTopas Oblyla 3aHsTa, 3a0BITh O
cBoeM rope. 1 KeliH, u mpenatenbcTBO equ Capel Ha HEKOTOPOE BPEMS CTEPIIUCH U3 ee TaMsTH.

Popenus, He crasiias MHOTO HO4Yeu B KOHIIE IIOAT'OTOBKHU K 6aHKeTy, IIpOBOOHUIIA CBOI IOE€Hb, KaK
OGBI‘-IHO, 3aPEIBIIMCH B OTPOMHYIO KHITY TOKYMEHTOB.

"Ero BennyecTBo mpuciai BaM 3T0".
"Ero BenuuectBo?"

'maBHBIM conpoBoxpaatouui, PepHa, nogoien K Heid. OH NPOTSHYA Pofenuu qJOKyMEHT C Ie4YaThbio
“MIIepaTopa.

Ona IIPUHATIA JOKYMEHT C J100O0IIBI THEIM BEIPpAaZKE€HHUEM JIMIa, U IIOCTEIIEHHO BhIPaAXKEHKE €€ JIUIla
02KECTOYHUJIOCH.

"9TO NPUTrIaCUTENbHBIN TUCT......".
C ee ry6 copBasics pa30o4apoOBaHHBIN B3[OX.

OOBIYHO IIPUTJIAlIeHHEeM BCEX YY4aCTHUKOB OaHKeTa 3aHMMarach uMmieparpuiia Pogenus. OgHako
IIPUYMHA, 10 KOTOPOM TaKO¥ CIKMCOK OBINT pa30CilaH UMEHHO ceryac... OHa He MOrJjia 9TOT0 IOHSTE.

Her, et Ka3amoch, 4YTO OHA MOXKET IIOHSTh IPUYUHY.

Pa3 Keltn n3MeHuU CBOe Cepalle, BO3MOXKHO, OH TaK:Ke X0TeJl U3MEHUTH ee CTUIIb paboTHl IT0 CBOEMY
BKYCY.

Ona HayaJa 3afBIXaTbCS OT pa3odyapoBaHusa. OHa X0TeNa CIIPOCUTh Y CTAPIIETO CITyKUTENST, YTO
npoucxogut, HO ®epHa Obl1a 3[eCh TONBKO 110 Topy4YeHuio KetiHa. He Gb110 CMbICTIa CEPOUTHCS Ha
Hero. B KoHIle KOHII0B Pogenus coMKHYya I'y0bl, TaK HUUEro U He CKa3as.



" yBepeHa, 4TO ThHl IOHUMAEIIh, II03TOMY S IOUAY".

®depHa, KOTOpas CMOTpeTIa Ha Hee, ToKa Pomenus mpoBepsiyia cBou Oymaru, MOBEPHYJIACH U BHIIIIA U3
KOMHAQTHI.

B ee Barnsame OB17I0 €IBa YJIOBUMO€ OTHOIIEHNEe NTHOPHUPOBAHNA, HO 3TO OBLIJIO HEBAXKHO.

Haxopsick monroe BpeMsi B pacCesTHHOCTH faxe mocie yxona ®epHel, 0Ha CMOTIa IPUUTH B cebst
TOJIBKO TI0CJIE TOTO, KakK BUKOHTecca KoaH mpwuiia Ha paborTy.

Popenusa mopotina K CBoeMy CTOJIy U Cejla C JOCTOMHOM OCaHKOU. 3aTeM OHa METOOUYHO IIpoYuTana
CIIMCOK TIPUTJIallIeHU} OJHO 3a APYTHUM, 1 He MPOIII0 U HECKOJIbKUX MUHYT, KaK ee rja3a IHUPOKO
PACKPBIIACh OT YOUBJIEHUS.

'{l HenpaBUJIBHO NIPOYUTAsa?
Popenus crnerka HakJIOHUTIA TOJIOBY.
1

'Hey}Kem/I g IMIPpOoCMaTpHBalia TaK MHOT'O JOKYMEHTOB, 4TO HE MOTY ITPDOYUTATE CJIOBA...... .

OHa HECKOJIbKO pa3 MOPTHYJIa, 3aTeM IepeBesia B3TJsig 00paTHO Ha HOKYMEHT.

"qrto 9710 ...... ?
"A? Bamre BenmnuecTBo, 4TO-TO He Tak?"

BukonTecca KoaH, KoTopasi moMorasa e u paboTana Hag OCTalbHLIMU TOKyMeHTaMu, 6pocuia
CTPaHHBIH B3TJISAM B CTOPOHY Pomenuu, KOTopasi 4To-To 60pMOTaa mpo ceosi.

"HeT, eCcTh UMs, KOTOPOTO HE [OJIKHO OLITh B CIIMUCKE YYACTHHUKOB 3TOr0 OaHKETa, KOTOPHIM IIPHCIIan
MHe Ero BennuecTtBo".

"qro 9TO0...... ?

"Moxelb B3rIAHyTh?"

C myxyoi pyKoH, AepxKalleil JOKYMeHT, KOTOPHIY Pogenus nepepasna el, BAKOHTECCa Cpa3y Xke
WCIIbITajIa Ty XkKe peakiuio, 4To U Pomenus. OHa HaXMypHIach.

"Pa3Be OH He B YEPHOM CIIHUCKe?"
"Ho Bce ocTasbHbIe BaXKHHI".
"

"Ilpunr I'per I'oBapn? ECTh BEPOSTHOCTD, UYTO CIIMCKOM MaHUIYJIMPOBAJHK....... .

"KTo B Mupe Mor cabpukoBaTh mevyath umneparopa?" bonee toro, ®epHa mpuHecna ee."

Pogenus cripocuia Ipyrux CIy2KaHOK, HO OTBETH OBIIM ONMHAKOBEIMU. Bce OHU YOMBHUIKUCH, KaK
TOJIbKO YBUAENH CIIMCOK MpUTIalIeHHbX. OqHaKO OONBIIMHCTBO U3 HUX COTJIACUIINCh, YTO CHaYasa
HY2KHO Pa30CJIaTh MIPUTJIaIlleHUs.



"OTO IEeUCTBUTEIbHO CTPAHHO".

Brino moHATHO, UTO Bce OblM yauBieHHl. ['peli ['oBaph, maBHui Bpar MMnepuu Teba, OB IPUHIIEM
KOpOJIeBCTBa, KOToporo KeitH 0co6eHHO HEHaBUAEN.

BhI7I0 CTpaHHO BHE3AIMMHO MPUTIaCuTh IpuHIla I'pes.

[3Ta XyTKas 3Mes pellnsia Ha 3TOT pa3 CHOBa MeHs ITOMMeTh. PaHO WM NIO30HO MHE NIPUMETCS
YHUUTOXKUTE 3TO KOPOJIEBCTBO". ]

B KoHIIe KOHIIOB, 3TO BCcerga ObUIM TOILKO CJIOBA.

B mob6om cnydae, KeitH ckpurmen 3y6amMu OT yAUBIIEHUS IIPU KaXXA0M yIIOMUHaHUM npuHIia. Ho
II0O4YeMy OH TaK BHe3aIlHO 3aX0TeJl IPUTIaCUTh ero?

Ecnu mogymats, IIBET BOJIOC NpHHIIa ['pes Obi1 peixkuM. Heyxenu u3-3a Toro, uyto Keiin O6v11 663 yma
oT Coribl, eMy CTal HPaBUTHCS PHIXKKIE BOJIOCHI?

'HaBepHoe, ma.'
Popenusi, koTopast 60poJiack OHA, YXMBIIbHYJIACh B OTHASTHUHU.
‘Torma 3TO Temmeps HE MOE [IeJo, He TakK JIu?'

[TouyBCTBOBAB, YTO 3TO HEHYkKHas 3a00Ta, OHA pelusa 00Jble He HHTEPEeCOBATLCS TUYHON
ucropuen Kerina. OT4acTy mOTOMY, YTO OHA He XOTeJla TPATUTh JIMIITHKAE SMOLMHU, & 0TYaCTH II0TOMY,
YTO OHA cIejasa Bce, 4yTo KelH IT03BOIUII el coeaTh, YTOOLI OLITh TI00MMOM.

Bckope oHa BepHYach K CBOEMY CKYYHOMY BHIpaXKeHMUIO JIUIla U 6€30yMHBIM [T0UEPKOM Halucasa
npurnamieHre. CoCcTaBUB U OTIIPABUB NMPUHIY ['pelo mocnenHee npuriaiienue, Pomenus npocrepia
PYKHU BBEDX.
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