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"Hapetoch, 3TO OB HE .... CPeU CIIyKaHOK ObLI IpefaTenb".

Popenus cxkasna pyKy B pa304apOBaHUM, KOT{Ia CJI0BA BUKOHTECCH! ITPO3ByYasu 0ojiee X0IOOHO, YeM
OHa oxwupana. CiyKaHKHU TOXKe BHITISAOeNH 0ojlee YeM yIUBII€HHBIMU.

Ei#t Ob1sI0 XKasb OPYrux Cy>KaHOK, HO OHa He Morya OBITh YBepeHa, 4To Mofo6Hoe He TTIOBTOPHUTCS,
II03TOMY [I0/IKHa OblJia BOCIIOIL30BaTLCS CIy4yaeM U pa3o0paThCs C 3TUM Kak cienyeT. Pogenus
CHOBa 03KECTOYHUJIaCh, BEIIPSIMUIIA CIIUHY U IPOU3HECIA.

"Ecnu TH ceyac TUXO0 YUOelb, MBI CMOXKEM CeflaTh BHI, YTO 9TOr0 HUKOTa He Obl10. 4 roBopio,
yTo Oymy OepKaThb CIIyXU IMOJasbline OT 001ecTBa".

YenoBek, KOTOphI# coobmtun Cole 0 paclucaHUU BedyepPUHKH, Bes cebss 6eccoBeCcTHO, X0Ts Pomenust
HaMepPEeHHO HCII0/Ih30BaJla PE3KUM TOH.

"Brl yBEpEeHBI, YTO 3[eCh HUKOTO HeT?"

"Baie BennuyecTBo, CKOJIBKO BpeMeHHU MBI IPOBEIM C BaMu? MBI BMeCTe yKe TpU rofa, C TeX IIop Kak
BHI BOLLIJIA B UMIIEPATOPCKUM ABOpel. Kak Bl MOXKeTe COMHEBAThCS B HAC? MHe rpycTHO".

"ITa, Bame BenuuecTBo! 3TO MeiCTBUTENBHO OTOPYUTENLHO" .

HukTO He BHIIIEN BIepe[, YTOOb IPU3HATHCS B CBOEM IIPECTYIIEHUH. ITO OBIJIO eCTeCTBeHHO. OHM
He JyMaJiH, YTO eCTh KaKHe-TO oKa3aTeabCTBa. Ho moka3aTenbCTB, KOTOphie Obiyin y Pogenuu, OBII0
OOCTATOYHO.

...... Jlegu Capa."

Popmemnust cMOTpea B OKHO C JKECTKMM BHIPAXKeHHEM JINIa, ¥ Korjga uMs Capsl OBIJIO HAa3BaHO C
HeOOJIbIITNM B300X0M, O0IBIIMHCTBO CITy2KaHOK IIOCMOTPEIIM Ha Hee C YOUBJIEHHBIMU JTUI[aMU.
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"¢ mam Tebe mocneguuii maxc. Capa, TH Iepegaia HHGOPMaIKio IpuHIlecce An3eH?"
"Barre BenuuecTBo, g He IOHKMMA0, O YeM BBl TOBOPUTE..."

Capa 3anuynack. To, Kak OHa CHOBa ¥ CHOBa IIOBTOPSIJIA JI0XKb B IIPUCYTCTBUYU UMIIEPATPUIILL,
II0Ka3aJI0Ch MOJIOMOM ey HeOOLYHBIM. BO3MOKHO, IMEHHO IT03TOMY OHa IIpefasna Pomemnuio u
normna ¢ Comnoi.

Pomenus B3moxHya eire pa3. Bo3gyx B KOMHaTe OBLUT XOJIOJHBIM, U BCE CIIy2KaHKM OTKPHUIX Tla3a u
OTJISIIEIIUCE.

"Brl gymaeTe, 1 Oyny momo3peBaTh Bac 6€3 KaKux-1100 oKa3aTenbCTB?"



Capa MoJjyaja, X0Ts Pogenus MOoCTOSSHHO JaBajla eu TAaKyI0 BOSMOZXKHOCTbB. 3T0 OBIJIO IIOTOMY, 4TO,
CKOJIbKO OBl OHa HU ayMajla 00 3TOM, OHa He CYMTAaNa, YTO Y UMIIepaTPHULEI €CTh JOKA3aTeJIbCTBa.

"fl moHMMal0, BEI IPABUJIBHO IIOHATIN".

He ocraHaBnmuBasich Ha JOCTUTHYTOM, Pomenus KuBHYyja OapoHecce BepHe. [IpoxkamyuMu pyKaMu
OapoHecca gocTana U3 KapMaHa KyCOK IIepraMeHTa U [loKa3aja eu.

Popenus He Moria npencTaBuTh, uTo Nefu Capa mpenana u ee. CKopee, 0Ha I1ogo3peBaia 6apoHeECCy
Bepny.

[TonToHEI, K KOTOPHIM IIpuHapiexasna Capa, ObUIM TOBOJIBHO IPECTUKHOM CeMbel, I09TOMy Ponenus
myMaia, 4To Capa He OTKaXKeTCs OT CBOeM 4eCTH, YTOOH! IIpefaTh UMIIEPATPHUIy, ¥ OTIPABUTCS B
Comy.

9T0 GBIJIO 70 TOTO, KAK OHAa y3Haja, YTO CeMbs I'pada Bie3jia B OTPOMHBIE JOJITH M3-3a a3aPTHBIX UTP
rpada.

"$1 crelana, 9YTo Ballla CeMbsi, II0ONITOHEI, 3ai0/Kaia Ali3eHaM OTPOMHYI0 CyMMY feHer".

Popenusi ropbKo yneIOHYIACH, TpoTAruBas Cape Oymary, KoTopylo el fana 6apoHecca BepHa. YBunes
3anucky, Capa nmorepssna camMoo0iafaHue 1 Hadajla 3aMeTHO OPOXKaTh.

"¢l mouTH mpolIa MEMO, He 3Hast 00 9TOM, HO [sas 0apoHecCH BepHE! - mpe3ugeHT 6aHKa".

"Ecnu OBl BH IIOITPOCHIIM MEHS O MIOMOIIIH, s ObI C pafioCThio BaM noMoria. Heyxkenu st 6viia Takon
HeHamexKHom?"

Popmenus BE€pHila, 4TO Capa - 9TO €€ YeJIOBEK, XU OHAa MCIIEIThIBAJIa OTPOMHOE€ 9YyBCTBO IIOTEPU OT TOTO,
yto CoJla NMHUIIKIIa ee YelI0BEKa, KOTOPOMY OHA CHOBa JOBepPAIIa.

Bo PTy Yy Hee IIOABUIIaCh IrOpevhb, HO OHa HE MOI'JIa 3TOT'O IIOKAa3aTh, IO3TOMY IIPDUTBOPHUIIACE, YTO BCE B
IMopAnKe, 1 CyX0 IIPOOOJIZKKIIa CBOX CJIOBA. OcTtanbvHBIE CIIyX KaHKHM CMOTPEIIN Ha OOJITOBYIO 6yMary u
B3ObIXAJIX TO TYT, TO TaM B HEJOYMEHUMN.

"Brl ncrionb3oBanu 6apoHeccy BepHy. Brl cka3anu, 4To NpUHIlecCa X04eT OTHHIHE 3aHUMaTh MeCTO
AMIIEpaTPULB".

Capa ucrnonb3oBajia OTKPOBEHHYI0 OapoHeccy BepHy, 4ToOH O0TBIeYb TOK03peHus Pomenuu ot cebs u
JUIIXATE ee BO3MOXKHOCTH MBEICIUTH 30paBo. Kak oHa u nnaHupoBana, 6apoHecca BepHa pasgyna u3
MyXU CJIOHa U CKa3aja Pomenuu, uto y Capsl, IOX0XKe, €CTh CKPHITHI MOTHB.

[TepenpoBepuB Bce 00CTOSITENLCTBA, EQUHCTBEHHOM, KTO KA3aJICs MOJ03PUTEIbHEIM, Obsta Capa.
"Bamie BenudyecTBo, BbI IIO03pEBaeTe MEeHS U3-3a 3TOro?"

Capa BCe elle yIIpAaMHAIIaChb, BO3UIACh CO CBOMMHU TOHKO 3allJIETEHHBIMHA BOJIOCAMH, HE IIPU3HABASCh.
JTo6 Pomenuu MeNKO UCKa3uiIcs OT ee OECCTHIACTBA, XOTS MOKAa3aTeIbCTBa OB HAIUIIO.

Ona B3OOXHYJIA U OIIyCTHUJIA I'Jla34d. Ha MraoBenue B rinalax Pogenuu mossBUI0Ch CTpaHHOE



BBEIPpaXK€eHHNE, IIOCKOJIBKY OHaA IIbITAJIaCh IIOHATE, 9YTO en OeJaTh.

HakoHe1, coxpaHsisi TBEpHOe BhipaxKkeHue nmuila, Pogenus nopoiiia K Cape ¥ MeAJIEHHO TOTSIHYJIACh K
IIOMI0JTy €€ I00KH.

"Capa, THl He 04eHb OCTOPOXKHaA. TH yKe TaKuM 00pa30M IOKa3biBaelllb, YTO TH YEJIOBEK
IIPUHIIECCH".

"Eh, what......?"
Popenus y6pasa npsimb peIZKUX BoJioc ¢ 6emoro muaTks Caphl ¥ yCTaBUIach Ha Hee.

"T®I BCe ellle MBITAaeIbCA OTPULATh 3TO? M MHe HyKHO UATHU NIPSIMO K IpuHIecce Ar3eH?"
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"MMnepaTpulla, IPUHIIECCA, JOJIXKHO OBITD, yKe yIma".

IBopelr uMIepaTPHIbl OB KaKMM-TO XKUBEIM U ITYMHBIM. [IpuynHa, o KoTopoi 6apoHecca BepHa
TaK CyeTHJIach, 3aK/Irouanach B ToM, uTo KeltH no3pan Popmenuio moobenaTs ¢ Hell TOCIe [ONITOT0
BpPEMEHU.

"Ila, 9T0 BepHO. 4 cornacHa, yuuThiBas, 4To Ero BennyecTBo BrI3Bal UMIIEPATPULY OTHETIBHO.
omxkHO OBITh, OH YCTal OT NpHHIIecCH. Kak U 03KKUaanock, OH He CMOT OBl OT[IaTh TAKOMY JTUCEHKY
BCe CBOe ceppie".

"[la, Hallla UMIIepaTpHlia Tak IpeKpacHa, Kak OH MOT yBJIe4YbCSl TaKOM XKeHIuHOU? [ToxkamyiicTa,
CaJIMTeCh, 51 YKpallly Bac CaMbIM KpacuBEIM 06pa3oM".

[TpeyBenuyeHue CIyT 3acTaBuiio cepale Pomenuu Takxke ydanieHHO 3a6uThcsi. OHa ITOYYBCTBOBaIa
npenBKyieHre. OgHAKO U3-3a CBOETO CTaTyca HMIIepaTpHUIbl OHA He Morjia OBITh TakK JOBOJIbHA, KaK
el X0Tenock. Pomenus yCIoKouiaa CBoe KOJOTSIIEeCs CepALle ¥ CIIOKONHO OTBETHUIIA, eflasl BUM, YTO
BCE B IOPSIOKe.

"DTO BCero JIUIIb efa.

OpHako Cy:KaHKU He MOTJIM OCTaBUTH Pofenuio B mokoe. HeCckKobKO pa3 u3MeHUB BCE - OT
IIpUYEeCKY 10 I[BeTa U Au3aiiHa IjaThs, Pogenus HaKOHeIl 3aKOHYMIa IPUTOTOBIIEHUS U BCTana
mepeq 3epKajoM.

"Kak ¥ 0KuAanoch, Tl XOPOIIIO BHITJISAUING B 6emoit ogexnae".

"I'me s MOTY HaAWTH LIBET, KOTOPHIH TeOe He umeT? B oTnuYMe 0T TOH KEHIIUHEI, ThH 0YeHb
y
37eraHTHA".

"TloHATHO. ......

3acTeH4nBO yiE6asch, Poemnus ornserna cBoe oTpaxeHue. [laBHO OHa He HafieBasla MOIHEIX
HapsIIOB, ¥ U3YMPYIHOE OXKepejbe Ha TOHKOM Iee IP0oKaslo IPH JBUKEHUH, 3aCTaBIIsIs ee
YyBCTBOBATh CE0ST HETTOBKO.

U uT0 3TO0 3a yucTo Genoe mnaThe? HecMOTps HU HA 4TO, GeJioe myaThe Ka3aloCh CIUIIKOM
HaPSIOHBIM IJIs Tpame3bl. Kak pa3 B TOT MOMEHT, KOT/Ia OHa COOMpasach OTKPHITh POT, YTOOH
CKa3aTh, YTO COOMPAETCS IIEePEOfeThCs, B ABEPh OBAXKABI TOCTy4alId. ITO OB HA3HAUYEHHHIH Yac,



npullen ciyra Kexa.

Pogemnus, y KoTopo# He ObIIO Apyroro BeIOOpa, KpoMe Kak HafeTh 6eroe IIaThe, BHIIIA U3 KOMHATH
¥ HaIlpaBUJIACh BO BOPEIl UMIIePaTOpa, a CIyKaHKK TPOBOAUIIY €€.

"Baliie BeJIM4eCTBO, IIPOIIY Bac, IPUATHOrO annerural”
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[TpoCTOpHBIN 3a/T HATIOJTHUIICST 3BOHOM ObIOIecs mocynsl. Mi3sicKaHHbIe 0/1I0fla U IeCepPTH
IIOMIaBa/IMCh O] BEIMKOJIEIIHEIMY JIIOCTPAaMU, HO Pomenust He MOTjla HU4Yero fefaTh, KpoMe Kak IMUTh
BOTY.

Ona He Mora HacJIafUTHCS €0K B IIOJTHOM Mepe K3-3a rHeBa Ha nulle KeliHa.
"¢ cnplmman, 4TO THI OTIIYCTUII BTOPYIO 404k rpada [TonToHa".

B Hactynusien tuiiriHe KeuH 3arosopui nepsbiM. OH cMOTpesn Ha Pofenuio ¢ CyxuM BeIpakKeHUuEM
JIMIla, UCXyAaBILero 3a IOCIeHNe HECKOIbKO AHEel. X0I0AHEIM I'0JI0COM OHa Me[JIEeHHO IIOfHSIa
TOJIOBY.

"9To He Ballla 3a00Ta, Ballle BeIU4YecTBO".
OHa cka3aa 6e3 BCAKUX IMOLUH.
'A gyero g oxupgana?'

Pogemnus yyBCTBOBasa cebs TIIyIO, OXKKasi, YTO OH CHOBa BepHETCS K Hel. OHa HeHaBHelNa cebs 3a
TO, YTO ITOYYBCTBOBAJIA PAIOCTh, KOTHA MOTyYKIIa ero MpUTIallleH)e MoyKuHaTh BMecTe. Chipast
KOXa B ee Ceple, KoTopasi MeIJIeHHO 3aXK¥iBaJla, Hal0XKKUIach Ha Hee, 00pa3oBaB elle OO0

pany.
Popenust gorapbiBaach, 4To mpoucxoqut. OHa 3Hasa, 4To KeliH 60bllle He AyMaeT O Hew.

BonHa ropeuu, m0OXOpOHEHHOU B TallHe, 3axJIeCTHyJa ee. YyBCTBYS, YTO B ropJjie IIepecoxJio, a nuja
OHa TOJIbKO Bo#y, Popenust monoxuna BUNKY Ha candeTKy, Kak OyaTo He MOoTJia 60Jiblile IPOTJIOTUTD

eny.

"I'pad [TonToH He B Ny4llleM HacTpPOeHUHU. f He 3HAI0, YTO chelian pebeHoK, HO laBaliTe OCTaBUM BCe
KaK eCTb U [IePe3BOHUM en".

...... PebGeHoK ObII CTy2KaHKOM UMIIEPATPHUILL, ¥ OH HaXOOUTCS B MOEU IOPUCAUKINU. BE HEe MOXeTe
yKa3blBaTh MHe, 4TO [enaTh, Bame BennyecTso."

Popenus usmana mpoxaliui rojuoc.
[ToBeput nu MHe KeliH, ecnu s ckaxy emy, 4yTo Cona coba3Huia MOUX JTIOfen?

3BYK "O3MHBL" 9XOM pa3HecCs II0 IIMPOKOMY 3ajly, II0Ka OHa pa3Mblluiaia. CepauTeiid royioc Kelina
yoapui 1o ymaM Popenuu.

"Tloxanyucrta, Popenusa!"

Popenusa ycraBunacek Ha KeliHa, IMPOKO PaCKpPHIB I'Jla3a OT YAUBIEeHUS. [I0OCKOIbKY OHa HUKOTda



PaHbBIIE€ HE BUEJIa €T0 B al“peCCI/IBHOfI (bopMe, OHa OBlJTa OIIeIOMIIEHA.

Keiin HE pa3y He NOBBICUI Ha Hee ronoc. Ho ceiyac oH Kpudas Ha Hee. BEIIO SICHO, 4TO OH He
IIOBEPUT HU €IUHOMY €€ CJIOBY.

bnepgnoe nuno Pogenuu moTeMHesO.
"“ThI TOMBKO YTO KpH4all Ha MeHsa? ...?"
Keiin nyyine Bcex 3HaJ, KakKux Belei oHa Ooutcsi. Ho mouemy?

"Tloxanyucra....... [ToxanyucTa, Tl MOXKEIIb IIPOCTO CAENATh TO, YTO A CKaXy Ha 3TOT pa3? Tl
OOJIKHA IIOHSATb MeHs".

I'omoc KeliHa apozai, KOrfa OH IMBITAJICS COepx&KaTh CBOM THeB. [10 KaKOU-TO IPUYKHE B TOJIOCE
Keiitna mpo3Bydan HaMeK Ha I'PyCTh, KOTJa OH MPOM3HOCHII CJI0Ba, KOTOPHIE OHa He IIOHUMAIIa.

Ho kakumu Obl HU OB 9yBCTBA KeliHa, K Hel 9TO He UMeJI0 HUKAKOT'0 OTHOIIEHUS.
[ToueMy UMEHHO OHa [OJIXKHa IIOHUMATh €ro......7
OH pgomxeH cka3aTh 9T0 Core.

[Tyxsnbie ryOs1 Pomenuu 3agpozkaiy Ipy BuAe 00HOCTOPOHHOCTH KeiiHa. OHa Oblla Ha rpaHu Cciie3, HO
el IPUIINOCH CHeNlaTh BUA, YTO BCe B nopsake. OHa IpoposiKaja TOBOPUTh, CO3HATEIbHO BHIIPSIMUB
CIIAHY.

"Barre BenuuecTBo, BbI 00JIbIIIe HE MO JTIOOOBHUK".

"qro?"

910 He oHa obupena ero, a Keitn. Ho moueMy OH BHITJIAEN TaKUM O0OHKEHHBIM?
"“TBl HUUEro MHE He CKa3am".

Popenus He Morja OHSThH CTPAaHHOE MoBeneHre KeliHa.

"9T10 Bame BennuecTBO IIePBEIM OTIIYCTUIIO MO PYKY".

I'na3a KeitHa 3aMeTHO 3apoxkanu. Ha ee rybax mosiBuiack rpycTHas ynei0Ka, KOTOPYIO OHA He
CMOTJIa CKPHITE.

"Tak 4To0... [IoXKanyiicTta, IOIPOCUTE IIPUHIIECCY O IOHUMaHuu".

Haxkowsel1 BHITTIOHYB CJ10Ba, Pogemnust cxkasa ry6sl U ycTaBunach Ha KeiiHa. OHa 130 BCEX CHUIT
CTapasnach MPUTBOPUTHLCS, YTO HUYETO He MPOU3OIIIO0, HO BCE BHIIIIO HE TaK, KaK OHa XOTella.

OHa TOKJIsA7IaCh HUKOTMIA He IIaKaTh, HO KOTfa meper Helt ctost KelfH, 4eloBex, 10 KOTOPOMY OHa
TaK CUJIBHO CKyd4asa, eil Ka3aJjioCh, YTO CJI€3El BOT-BOT IIPOJILIOTCS.

Keiin, KOTOpBIfI OOJIT0€e BPpEMS HUYEro He TOBOPHII, IIJIOTHO COMKHYII 1"}76131.

...... B TOT meHb UMIepaTpHUlla yexasna C BeJIUKUM KHsI3eM AlizeHoM".
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