)%k

"MiMmepaTpuiia, CKkaxXu MHe. BBl IpUTIaCUIX BEJIMKOTO KHA35 Ha IIpa3fgHuK? Bel ¢ HUM
pasroBapuBanu?"

Kak 6ynTo Keitn xoTen, 4ToOH OHa OTpUIlaia TO, 4To cka3an CepauaH, oH 6pocuni Ha Popmenuio
OCTPHIX B3TJIAM.

Popenus HeBonbHO HaxMypuiach. OH BHITJISIE TaKUM YPOOJIUBEIM, TAKUM 3aXKaThIM B CBOEM
KOMIIJIEKCE HETOJIHOLIEHHOCTU. BO3MOXHO, UMEHHO [I03TOMY € II0YeMY-TO He XOTeJIOCh AeflaTh TOo,
4YTO OH X0Tesl. Eciiu Tak noupeT U Jajibllle, UMIIEPaTOp OTEPSET CBOIO TOPOOCTh, HO pa3Be OHa He
IIOTEePsia CBOIO TOPIOCTE IIEPBOM M3-3a HEr0?

U He3zaBucHMO OT HaMepeHui, He KeiiH, a CeprraH OBl eAIMHCTBEHHEIM, KTO OBITT HAa €€ CTOPOHE,
KOTZla BCe OTBEPHYJIUCH OT HEe.
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[Tpomuno HEMHOTO BPEMEHH, IIPeXk/e YeM OHa pellnyia, YTO [ejlaTh. POmesus MPOUTrHOPUpOBaa
KeliHa ¥ CIIOKOMHO OTBETHIIa C 3JIeTaHTHOM YJIEIOKOM Ha rybax.

Y Hee Oblya MOKa3yIIHas MaHepa nosefnenusi. C 3abaBHOM ynbiOKoM CepauaH MPOTSHYI PYKY
Pogemnuu. 910 GBIIO BIIOJIHE IETCKOE TIOBELIEHUE.

Vnribasick, oHa B3siyia PYKY CeanaHa B cBOMW. Ee cepane OBLIIO IIepeIlojiIHeHO0 OTCTYIIJIEHUEM, 9eTro
OHa HUKOI'Ia PaHBIIE HE HOejlaja.

"Bame BenuuyecTBo, TOra C4acTIUBO IPOBecTU BpeMs ¢ Comoit".

OcraBuB KeliHa ¢ He[OyMeHHBIM BhIpaKEHUEM JIHIIa IT03aau, Pomenus rpallio3HOM TOXOOKOM
nokuHyna Oecenky. OHa Bce elre nepxkana CeparaHa 3a PyKy.

Ona uyBCTBOBAJa 3a 000 npucTanbHbI B3 KeitHa, HO He o6epHynack. Ha ee nuile mosiBUIach
3abaBHas yabIOKa.

CuuTanTe 3TO MaJeHbKOU MECThIO 3a TO, YTO BBl MEHSI YHU3HUIIU.
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"Tak, Ha YeM MBI OCTAHOBUIUCLH?"

Popenus oTocnana ciay:KaHOK U Apyxkemo0Ho 1ta ¢ CepauaHoM, Befis cBeTCKylo 6eceny. HeT, 3To el
TaK Kasanoch. Ha camom pene, oHa mpocTo 06ojTana OgHa, a OH MIPOCTO CTOSIT PSIHOM.

"“TBI MOXeIIb OCTAHOBUTHCS, 30E€Ch OHU HEe CMOT'YT YCJIBIIATh pa3roBop”.
Iloh n

Huskwii, cmeromuiicsa ronoc CepauaHa 5X0M pa3Heccs 10 BO3AYXY, IeKoda ey ymu. Ee nuio
IIOKpAaCHEeJIo 0T CMyIlleHus1, Pogenus HeMHOr0 yCKOpuUJa LIar.

Vimenno CepauaH IepBLIM HaPYIIUI MOJTYaHUEe MeXOY HUMHU I10CTI€ CTOJIb [IOJTON IIPOTYIKHU.

"T®l myMaelilb, 3T0 OBLI ITPOCTO Pa3roBop?"



Osna 3Hama, 4yTo uMen B BuAy Cepauan, KOrfa CIIOKOMHO CIIPOCUJI, HO IIPUTBOPUIACH, UTO HE 3HAeT.
"O6 ummepaTope".
Ho CeppuaH, moxoxke, He cobupaics ¢ 3TUM MUPUTHCSI. OH yIpsiMO KOBHIPSIJICS B €€ paHe.

B pesymnbraTe pasyMm, MOTy4HBIINi 00jIeTYeHre OT ee MaJleHbKOM MecTHu KelHy, CHOBa OMYyCTHJICS Ha
non. Teno Pomenuu Hadano cierka gpoxaTh, KOTfa OHa OCTaHOBUJIACH.

OHa He MOTJIa C YBEPEHHOCThIO CKa3aTk: "[la". OHa melCTBUTENIbHO 60Jbllle He 3Hajla, KAaKOBEL ee
YyBCTBA.

JTo ObIJTa IPaBAa, YTO OHA Bce elre mobuia KeiHa. Ho mo0uTh ero 01710 CIUIIKOM 00IBHO, M OHA He
3HaJla, Kak JOJIr0 ellle CMOXKEeT UCIILITHBATh 3TO YyBCTBO. OHa He OblJla yBepeHa, uTo KelH Korpga-
HUOyIb BEpHETCS K Hell.

HeT, maxe eciu OH BepPHETCS, CMOXKET JIU €€ U3PaHEeHHOe CepAlle MOTHOCThIO MIPUHSTD €T0?

Popmenust cxxuMmaiia pykasa U KoneOasnach, a CepauaH, BHUMaTeIbHO HaOIIOMaBIINY 3a Hel, MeIeHHO
OTKPBLI POT.

"MiMnepaTtpulia BCerga TporaeT CBOU pyKaBa, KOra BOJIHyeTCs".

Popenust ocTaHOBUIACK. ITO OBUT PAKT, 0 KOTOPOM He 3Has Jaxke KeiiH, ee ObIBIINM TI000BHUK. C
IpyTo¥ cTopoHkl, CepauaH, C KOTOPEIM OHAa JaBHO HEe BCTPeYasnach, 3aMETHII 3TO CPa3y.

'Kelin HMKOTrIa He OBIJI TaK 3aMHTEPECOBAH BO MHE'.

Bckope moce 3Toro oHa ropbKo yIRIOHYIach U MeIJIEHHO OTBETHIIA.

"...9T10 Tak?"

"Ecnu ThI HE MOXKEIIbL OTBETUTD, 1 U3MEHI0 Bompoc. Tebe Bce ellle HyKHa MOST TIOMOIITh?"

OHa mopgHsia B3I, YTOOR BCTPETUTHLCS C KpacHbIMU r'ma3aMu CepauaHa. Korga oHM BCTPETUIHCH
B3TJISAaMM, OH aKKYPaTHO CJIOXKHUII YTOJIKY T'Jla3 ¥ MITKO YABIOHYICS er. Kak Obl TOBOpS €M, YTOOR
OHa CKa3aja "ma".

Popenus 3apana cebe Bompoc.
'‘HyxeH nu o" MHE?'

Ona nogymasa 06 9TOM HEKOTOpPOe BpeMsi, ¥ OTBeT 0wl "ma". OHa oTYasiHHO HyXK/anach B eT0
nomoiry. Ho oHa He X0TeJa KailHO IepKaTh €ro 3a PyKYy B CUTyallul, KOTHa OHa fJaxe He Oblyia
yBepeHa, 4To y CepanaHa eCTh KaKuhe-TO JApyrde HaMepeHus.

Y oHa 6buta UMnepaTpuiiel, a oH - Benukum Kus3eM.
IIHeT n

[TpuTBOpUBIIKCH OecrieyHOoM, Pogenus cxkana CBoe Tpemelyllee Cepylle ¥ OTBETUIa HapOYUTON
ynbIOKoii. CerogHs OHa MOHSJA, YTO B OOUHOYKY el He cupaBuThcs ¢ Comoii. OHa 3Haza, YTO B UTOTE



OymeT KpyTUTLCS HAa OOHOM MecCTe.
Ho oHa He x0TeNla MPUHUMATH PyKY momolru. OFHOTO pa3a ObII0 JOCTAaTOYHO.

9T0 OBLI MYCTSIK, ¥ €e TOPHOCTD OblIa B 4eM-TO yIlleMJIeHa, HO 3TO ObIJIO TO, YTO ObIJI0 HEOOXOOMMO.
Ceppauan 0w 6patom Corbl, a Pomenust - uMnepaTpuliel, KoTopas HUKOTIa He moaguT ¢ Cosow.

Peakmust CeppuaHa Ha ee oTBeT Oblyta 6eccTpacTHoU. Ka3asmock, OH yxkKe 0XKHIall 3TOTO.
YmoBneTBopeHHas 0TBETOM, Pofesnus 3aroBOpHiIia CHOBA C GOJIbIe CUIOH.

"MHe He HyXkHa Ballla TOMOIlIb. Benukuu KHa3b CepouaH".

"MMnepaTtpulia CIAIMKOM HAaCTOPOXKEHa".

"BELIIO CIUIIKOM MHOTO JII0fied, KOTOPHIe IOOXOAUIN KO MHEe HaMEepeHHO".

"f He TaKOU yXK MJIOXOU 4esIoBeK. 1 MPUriasHyJcsa uMmneparpuie".

Cepouas yneiOHYyICA. OTO OblIa €ro IpeKpacHas yiasl0Ka, KOTopasi, Ka3aloch, OBlafena eo. Ei
IIPHUIIJIOCH KpPemye CXKaTh CBOe Ceprlle.

"Tak TBI AyMaJl, 4TO s IOIMPOIIy IIOMOIIHU y Te0s, OpaTa IpUHIIECCH Al3eH?"
"¢ Hageroch Ha 3TO0".

CIIOKOMHO 0TBeTUJ CepauaH, JaXxe C JIETKUM BOJIHEHUEM B rOjIoce.

"T®l 3HAJI, YTO 9 OTKaXycCh. He Tak u?"

“IToToMy 4YTO He BCe UAET II0 IJIaHy".

Ero ronoc 61 MSTKHM, HO B TO 7K€ BpeMs KCTOYaJl BLICOKOMEepHe, ¥ ero CII0Ba MOTpsiciu Pomemnuio
no riny6uHel gymu. ITotomy uTo cepaue KeitHa, KOTOpOe, Ka3aioch, O KOHIA XKU3HU IIPUHAMIEKATI0
TOJIBKO €M, TOXKE ITOTEKJI0 B HEOXKHUIAHHOM HAlPaBIIeHUH.

Crne3nl Ha4Yanu MedjIeHHO HAIlOJIHATE ee r1a3a. [JomXKHO OBITB, 3TO He OBIJIO ero HaMepeHuneMm, HO OH
HCIIOJIB30Ball CJI0Ba, KOTOPEIE MOTI'JIK IMOTPSCTHU €€.

Pogenus onmycTtuna B3rasaA Ha 3eMIII0, IOTOMY 4YTO €C/IM OHa BCTPeTUTCA ¢ CeparaHOM JIUIIOM K JIUILY,
TO JEeMCTBUTENBHO PA3PHIIaeTCs.

OHa noCIIenIHo ycIoKouIa ce0s1, ry00Ko B3LOXHYJa ¥ TBEPHO IPOLOJIKUTIA.
"TToueMy THI Tak IOCTynaels co MHOU? Y Benukoro KHs35 HET NpUYUH IOMOraTh MHE IIPOCTO Tak".

"[IpyuYuHEL. ...... Ha camowMm fene, g 1 caM He nmoHKMal0. [laBay ITOKa CKaxeM, 4TO 9TO IOTOMY, 4TO S
He X04y BUIETb TeOsI TpyCTHOI".

OHa Ha MTHOBEHHE pacTepsinach oT ronoca CeparaHa, KOTOPHIM Ka3alICsd TaKUM CIOKOMHBIM. OHa He
MOTJIa IOHSTE ero. OH CKa3asl 3TO Tak, KaK OyOTO MeldCTBUTENIbHO UCIHITHBAM K HEeH YYBCTBA. DTO
OBLIIO OYeHb CTPAHHO.



"¢l moHMMal0, YTO TH He TIOBEpPHUIIa MHE U YTO Tebe HeJlerko JepxkKaTh MeHs 3a PYKy".
"Tax BOT [Jig YeTr0o HyKHBI SMOLUn?"

OH cHOBa TOBOPUJI CIIOKOMHO C COOTa3HUTENbHBIM B3TISIAOM. Kak OH MOT TakK YCI0XKHUTE €e Ccepaile,
TOBOPS IIPHU 3TOM TakK, OyATO He 3HAJI O ee YyBCTBax?

Hakonell nu3MeHUB BbIpaxkeHue nulla, Pomenus mogHsita rojioBy ¥ IOCMOTpeia eMy B I'1a3a.

"Brl mpasel. { cnuinkom gosepsina Ero Benudectsy. He BaXKHO, CKOJIBKO JIIO[EY BOKPYT
IpenynpexXnany MeHsl 0 HeM, g 3HaJjla, YTO OH €IUHCTBEHHBIN, KTO OT/INYaeTCs OT APyrux."

"Koneuso..."
"Ho 3TO He 3HAYUT, 4YTO MHe HYyXKHa TBOS IIOMOLIL".

CepouaH, Ha JuIle KOTOPOro Obla yael0Ka, IToKa3al KUCIIoe BhIpakeHue, Kak OyOTo OH [AyMarl, YTo
Popenusa gact yrBepauTesnbHbld 0TBeT. OMHAKO UMEHHO B 3TOT MOMeHT. OH CHOBa IepeBesl B3IIA Ha
Popenuro.

"Pa3Be TH He [lepxKajla MeHS 3a PYKY TOJbKO 4T0? Tebe HyKHA MOS IIOMOIIb".

".... To, 4TO 51 OUEHb XOTesIa BEIOPAThCS U3 TOU CUTYyallMy, He 3HAYUT, UTO 5 B OIHOM JIOKE C TOOOH.
[ToaTomy 51 HAfEIOCh, YTO THL OTKAXKEIbCA OT 3TOU Umeun".

['y6r1 Pomenuu mpOTHYIH, KOTIa OH CIIPOCHIL.

"A 4yto0, ecniu UMniepaTop He BepHETCH?"

"9TO0 He TO, 0 YeM [0IKeH OecrioKouThCst Benukuit KHsA3b. ITO TO, C YEM MHE MPUAETCS UMETh Ieso".
"Thl MEUCTBUTENIBHO TaK AyMaeln?"

OmsTe... BOT Tak.

Korpa Popenusi, 3anaHuKoOBaB OT €r0 TOCKJIMBOTO I'0JI0Ca, BOOXHYJIA, XOJIONHBIM 3UMHUN BETED,
HECOBMECTHUMEBIH C IaJIAIIUM COTHEYHLIM CBETOM, HAIIOJIHUII ee JIeTKUe.

Ee co3HaHue 3aTyMaHUBaJIOCh, HO OHa He MOIJIa BOT TakK IIPOCTO BCTaTh Ha CTOPOHY Cepauana. OHa
KPEIKO CxKajla CBOe CO3HaHUE U TBEPAO OTBETHUIIA.

"KoneuHo".

"f1 yxe roBopuia Te6e. MHe He HyXKHa TBOS IIOMOIIb, ¥ I COMHEBAIOCh, YTO OHa MHE KOTTa-HUOY b
IoHamoOuTCcsa".

Ona Besa ce0s1 Tak, CJIOBHO He fiepKaTh pyKy CepauaHa GBITIO TIOCTERHUM, UTO OBIIO y HEe Ha yMe,
CJIOBHO 3TO OBINIa €e TOCTIeOHSISI TOPHOCTb.

CepJII/IaH OZXKHOaJll, 4YTO OHa TakK IIPOCTO HE COaCTCs. Ho B KOHIIe KOHIIOB, OH AyMaJl, 9YTO OHa ITOIIPOCHUT



o oMo, OH AeVCTBUTEILHO AyMaJl, YTO OHA BIIIOOUTCS B HETO.
"He BCce umeT Tak, KakK Thl OKUOaellb".

He aT0 nu oH cKa3an e paHbie. CepanaH He MOT YOepzKaTbCd OT cMeXa, Korfia Pogenus
IIPOIOJIKKIa CBOH CJIOBA.

"Hu xamnenpku".
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[Tocne Toro, kak CepauaH yIina.

BepHyBIIKCH BO IBOPEL] UMIIEPATPHUIILI, Pomesnus cxKala myJIbCUPYIOIIYIO TOJI0BY ¥ 3aAyMasiach O TOM,
C YeM el HyXKHO pa3o0paThCs.

"Y MeHs ecTb COMHEHMS, HO KaK MHe UX IIOMMaTh?"

Bri710 cTpaHHO, Kak BCe MPOU30III0 OGHOBPEMEHHO - OT TOTO, 4TO Cona yCcTpouia 4aenuTre, OO TOTO,
KaK OTIIBe/IM 3UMHUeE 1BeTHl. Y 3TO CTpaHHOE YyBCTBO MHAKOBOCTH CTAJIO elle 6ojee onpeneeHHbIM,
KOT[la OHa CTOJIKHYJach ¢ Conoi B cany aBopua Crteibl. MX BOCXUILIEHHBIN B3I MEJIbKHYII IIepef
ra3aMu Pomenun.

HecoMHeHHO, KTO-TO HoIXKeH OblI coo0IuTh Cosie o mnaHax Pomenuu Ha yaenutue. Y 9TOT 4esloBexk,
CKOpee BCero, HaXOUJICS BO IBOPIIe UMIIEPATPHUIIL], ee OMUKANUIINN ITOMOITHUK.

Bcio oOpaTHY0 JOpOry 40 OBOpLia UMIEPaTPHUIIE OHa IIPOJoJIKaja JyMaTh O TOM, KakK el clieflyeT
IIOCTYIIUTH C IpefaTesieM. Briio 60bHO 0Ka3aThCsl B CUTYallUK, KOTla el IIPHUIIIOCh IT0I03PeEBATh
BCEX CJTy2KaHOK, YTOOHI ITOMMATh MPECTYIHUKA, HO OHa HOokKHa Oblla ero momars. OHa He MOTTIa
0oJ1bIIe Mo3B0JIATh Cojie IMOMBIKATh COOOM.

HepBHM menoM Popmenus mo3BOHMIIA I'JIaBHOK FOpHPI‘-IHOfI, BUKOHTecce KosH. UMeHHO OHa
3a00THIIaCh 0 IIpa3gHUKE, II0O3TOMY €CTECTBEHHO OBITIO CUUTATE €€ HepBOfI HouospeBaeMoﬁ. C
XOJIOOHBIM BEIPpAKE€HHUEM JIHIla Pomemnus OTKPEIIA POT.

"TIoxoxe, 4TO OffHA U3 TOPHUYHBLIX - IIMTHOHKA IPUHIIECCH Al3eH".

OHw, Kak 00BIYHO, MUK Yal, ¥ Pogenuu ymanoch MOTOPOMUTE COOBITHS. OTYACTH 3TO OBITIO CAEIaHO
IJIST TOTO, YTOORI ITOIIBITATHCS Pa3y3HATh O BUKOHTECCE.

"Bl momo3peBaeTe MeHA?"

BukoHTECCa 0CTaHOBUJIACh U CO 3BOHOM II0CTaBUJIa YalllKy Ha CToJl. OHa OT/IMndasach KpaHen
OCTOPOKHOCTBIO B KaXK[IOM M3 CBOUX OOBIYHBIX IEMCTBUM, HO 3TO OBIIIO HE B €€ XapaKTepe.

Kasanocs, e ObIJI0 HETIPUSITHO 3TO opo3penne. OHa molieBesuia JPoXKalluMy IrydaMu U
IOCMOTpesia Ha Pomenuio ¢ medyanbHEIM BhHIpaKeHUEM B ria3ax.

"OTKpPOBEHHO TOBOPS, TH IIpaBa. [I0go3pUTENbHEL HE TONIBKO BEl. Ha camMoM fierne, Bce HaxXOOsaTCs IIOf
IIOJ0o3peHueM".

I'my6oKO B3MOXHYB OT TAaKOU CII0KHOCTH, 3eJIeHbIe T'1a3a PofeNnuu CTaHOBUIKMCH BCE TEMHEE U
TeMHee. Eif Toxke ObIJI0 HeJIeTKO 0Ka3aThCs B CUTYAIldH, KOTTA IPUXOIUTCS TOBOPUTE TaKoe. E# OBII0
He 110 cebe 0OBUHSTH CITy2KaHOK, KOTOPHIE OBITU ee POgHBIMYU JTiogbMu. Oco6eHHO BUKOHTecCy KoaH,



Ha KOTOPYIO OHa I10JIaraaacCh OoJIbIIe BCETO.
Bukontecca Kosn gomnroe BpeMs BRITIIAOEIIa cepbe3H0171, HO HaKOHeEeIl OTKPEIJIa POT.

"¢l moHMMal0 BalllM ION03PEHMSs, IOCKOJIbKY B IOCIeHEEe BpeMs ITPOU30III0 MHOTO IIJIOX0T0, HO Ha
CaMoM [iefie 9TO He TaK. ECiu BB TPOCUTE MEHS IPEIbSIBUTh BAM NOKA3aTeNIbCTBA, Y MEHS UX HET, HO
BBl 3HAETE, KaK S yBaxKaio UMIIePaTPHUILy".

"4l ToxXe HamelcCh, YTO 3TO HE TH".
EnvHCTBEHHOE, UTO IIPOTEKaI0 MeXOy HUMU, BMECTE C TUIIMHOMN, OBUIN CIy4YaiHble B3OXH.
"EcTh MU KTO-TO, KOTO TH IOfI03peBaenib?" (Pomenus)

[Tocne HECKONMBKUX MTHOBEHHHM MOI4YaHuS Pomenus OTKpEIIa poT. B rima3ax BUKOHTECCH Ha
HEKOTOPOe BpeMs IMOSIBUIKCH cia0wie cie3kl. Ha Bompoc Pomenuu, BukoHTecca KosH, KoTopas
IocTanla U3 KapMaHa IIJIaTOK ¥ BEITHpasla YroJIKY I'a3, 02KeCTOYMIIach, Kak OyATO YTO-TO BCIIOMHUIIA.

"O, eCcTh OfHA Belllb, KOTOPYIO g BCIIOMHUJA. Boob1ie-To, ....... !
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