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...... ¢l maxe He 3Hasa, YTO TH CErONHSA yCTpauBaellb BeuepuHKy. UmmnepaTpuua.”

Popmenusi Mon4asa, BhIpaxkeHUe ee JIMIa 03KeCTOUMIoCh, ¥ KeltH B3MOXHYI, oefas BUM, YTO
OEeHCTBUTEJILHO He 3HaJl.

"A THI?"
"4l 3Ha10, B 9TO TPYAHO IIOBEPUTH, HO 3TO IIpaBha".

"Barre BennuecTBO XOPOIIO 3HAET, YTO S YCTPaUBalo BCe BEUEPUHKU B MIMIIepaTOpCKOM IBOPIE.
Heyxenu BaM IpHUILIIOCH 3TO cHaenaTh? Bl Tak KECTOKH".

Pa3Be oH He OBLI IEHCTBUTENIBHO XKeCTOK? EMy 1 Tak OBIJIO TSXKEJO IIPUBECTH B IOM JTI0O0BHUILY, a
Telepb OH X04YeT YHU3UTH ee€ ellle U Nepef BeJIbMOXKXaMu?

"910 Mos BuHa, Bame BenmuuectBo. 51 He 3Hana 00 00bSIBIEHUN BeYEPUHKY, YCTPOEHHOM
UMIIepaTpuIen”.

Comna cMmoTperia Ha KeliHa C ie4aibHBIM JIUIIOM, IIPUTBOPSASICh HEBUHHOM, CJIOBHO HacMeXasCh Hafl
Popmenueii. Ee Teno cnabo mpozxkaro, a Iia3a HalOJHUIUCH IPO3PaYyHEIMU ciie3aMu. 2KaoCTs,
Ka3aJI0Ch, YOBOUJIACH B KOHTPACTE C €€ BEJIMKOJIETHOU BHEIIHOCTHIO.

"HeT, 9T0O He TBOSI BUHA".

Keiin Ha MrHOBeHUe yCTaBuCS Ha Pomenuio gpoxamuMu ria3aMu. OH OBICTPO 3aKPHIJI I'/Ta3a U TUXO
BBIJOXHYJI, CHOBa IlepeBefs B3risag Ha Comny. Pomenusi cHoBa ymana B 0OMOPOK OT 3TOTO B3TJIsAfa, HO
CO3HATEJIbHO CTapaliach He 3alaakKarTh.

'Heyzxkenu THI fOMIXKeH ycrokanBaTh CoJy faxke B TAaKOW CUTyaluu?'

OHa He MOTJIa IIOHSTh, KAK OH MOT TaK CUJIbHO BI0O6UTHCS B CONy ¥ UTHOPUPOBAThH UMIIEPATPUITY B
IIPUCYTCTBUY OBOPSHOK. Ee KOHEYHOCTU Haday APoXkKaTh OT CMYIIeHus, HO OHa HoJKHa Oblla
COXPaHSTh CIIOKOKCTBHE.

"Kaxk BBl MOI'JIM VHU3UTH MEH4 IIepe[ OBOPSHaMU, Ballle BeJIn4eCTBO?"

"Ummeparpuna, 3TO He... ....".

K cyacThio, BMECTO ApOKalllero rojoca Mpo3Bydas X0JI0OHbIM. Pogenus mocMoTpesia Ha HUX C
BHIPazKEHHEM 00/IeryeHus.

"MHe odeHb XKajb, Bame BenuuectBo. Moe cepaiie 60JIUT, TOTOMY YTO KaXKeTCs, YTO BO BCEM
BMHOBaTa g". ....... HmnepaTpuila, B CIeTYIOUIMN pa3 s HOJI0XKY BaM 000 BCEM, TaK YTO, IOXKaTyHUCTa,
YUMUTE CBOY THEB".

Cora cHOBa BBITJISAfI€NIa KAIKOM, YMOJISS O IPOIIEHNH.

Kak oHa Moria ObITh TaKOW MPETEHIIMO3HOM, He MOPTHYB I'Jla3oM? Heyxkenu 3To Ta ke caMasi 0coba,
KoTopas rpy6o pa3roBapuBala Cc Heil Ha AHSAX? JTo ObUIO y2KacHO, HO Pomenus He MOTJIa HUYEro
CKa3arTk.



Yro Ol OHa 37eCh HU CKa3asia, KelH 1 gBOpsHKY BCcTanu Obl Ha cTOpoHy Conkl. [Jaxke eciu Ob
ciyXaHKY Pofenuu BMeIaauch, 9T0 TOJILKO 3aCTaBUII0 OBl ee YyBCTBOBATh cebs ellle Gosee
IPUCThIKEHHOU. Temneps oHa Oblla He UMIIEPATPUIIEH, a TPOCTO XKEHIITUHOM, BHIIIeAIeH u3 gaBopa.

Bce 3pmecn IIO-TIpEXKHEMY HE XKaJleJIh CJIOB, 3a00TsICh 0 HaCTpOEeHuu Comnel, a He Pogenuu.

Ecnu 651 Cona Oblsla TPOCTOM CTAaTyCHOM IeBUIIEN, BCE MOTJI0 Obl OBITH MHAYE, HO OHA OblsTa
eIUHCTBEHHOU MPUHIIeCCO B uMnepun. C TOUKM 3peHHUs CcTaTyca 0 poxkaeHuto, Cona 3aHMMasa
0oJiee BLICOKOE IIOJIOXKEeHHe, yeM Pogenus.

[Tostomy mpubsiTue Pomenuu ciofa GbI7I0 PABHOCUIBHO IPU3HAHUIO CaMoi cefe, YTO UMIIepaTpUIia
yTpaTuia CBOIO BIACTb.

Bo3moxHo, Cosa nbITanack BOCIONIL30BaThCA 3TOU CUTyaluel. [logymas, 4To 3TO ee BUHA, YTO OHA
He IIpoAyMaJia Bce 10 KOHIa, Pomenus NI0THO CxXKana I'yOhL.

'UYTo MHe menaTh?'

Ona xoTena yMepeTh OT CThifa. Korga oHa B HeJOyMEHUY CXBaTHIla CBOM HEBUHHBIM PYKaB, B TUIINHE
pa3macs Ype3BhYaHO HU3KKUH, HO 3a0aBHLIHM T'0JIOC.

"Uto TH menaemb? Coja, my0nMYHOE YHUXKEHNE UMIIEPATPULILL - 3TO JeUCTBUTENIEHO TBOE TUIIUYHOE
noBefeHue".

"Bame BricouecTBo, Benukuit Kussp Anicen?"
Crnerka youBIIeHHHIH royioc 6apoHecch BepHH I0oCIeq0Bal 3a roiocoM 3a6aBHOT0 MYXKYHHHI.
"Benukuy repuor?"

Bce TIOBEPHYIIX I'OJIOBEI B YHHUCOH. Heckomnbko HEe3aMyXHHUX OaM, KOTOPEIE 6]':>ICTpO OTCTaBHUJIK CBOU
YalllK1 ¥ JOCTaJIk 3€PKalJio, YTOOKI IIPOBEPUTH CBOIO BHEIITHOCTE.

"Bamie BenuuecTtBo, 3T0 Benukuii I'epor".

BukonTtecca KoaH npouwernrtana Pogenuu, HO Ta He Moriia orjigHyThCcsA. OHa cpa3y oTKa3alach OT
nomoiu CepanaHa, I09TOMY He X0Tesla, YTOObI OH BUfENI, KaK ee My0nu4YHOo YHUKAIOT.

"Bame Benuuectso..."
"Barme BenuuecTBo, 4TO BHI mejaeTe?"

Jlegu Capa mopoIia K omreyIoMIeHHo! Pomenun u Tuxo mpomenTana. OHAa HAaKOHEIl YCIIOKOUTIAch U
Me[IJIeHHO [TI0BEPHYJIaCh, CKBO3b CTUCHYThHIE 3YOHL.

Barnag Pogenuu BcTpetuncs co B3rnsamoM Cepauana. C BUIOM XapaKTEPHOTO BEICOKOMEPHS,
CepnuaH cerofHsi CHOBa Obls1 6e3ynpeyeH.

[Toyemy oH npuiesn B UMmepaTopCcKuil IBOPeI] Tak KPpaCcKUBO ofieTHIM? Ero KpacuBoe JIUILIO ellle
Oosnblile BEIIENSATOCH Oaromapsl akkKypaTHO YI03KEHHBIM BOJIOCAM.



[[Tupokwue ey ¥ KPemKoe Teslo, CKPHIBABLUIKECS 0] YeTKUM MYHIHUPOM, BHITTIAOENH elle Gomee
BBIPA3UTENbHO. KpacHble r1a3a ¢ BEICOKMM HOCOM TaKKe MPOMU3BOAUIIN CTPAHHOE BIledaT/IeHNe, KaK-
TO IIyTAloIIE.

Y Hero Bcerpa Oblla pemyTanus YeioBeKa C XOpOllel BHEITHOCThIO0, HO KaXK bl pa3, KOTIa OHa ero
BH[IeNa, ObIJIO TPYIHO MPUCIOCOOUTHCS K 9TOMy. CepanaH MOAOLIeN MPSIMO K Poenuu U mocMoTpet
Ha Hee.

Popenusa 6HCTpO n30exkasa ero B3IJIsga, 0CO3HAB, YTO CMOTpe€eJla Ha HeTro, CaMa TOIro He 3Haf. Ho
OBOPAHKH, 3aMETHUB UX TOHKYIO aTMOC(bepy, 00MEeHSITHCh MHOTO3HAYNTEILHEIMU B3TJISITaMH.

Torga, IpUTBOPSASICh HEBO3MYTHUMOU U CTapasiCh COXPAHUThH CIIOKOWCTBHUE, OHA CO3HATEIbHO
BBINIPSIMHUTIA cIMHY. HO OHa He CMOTJIa CKPHITH CBOET'0 BOJTHEHUS ¥ HEPBHO TepeOuia pyKas.

[Toka Bce OBILIH B PACTEPSTHHOCTH, Pa3[aliCs BEICOKHUH I'0JIOC.
"Kak Benukui KHs3b nonan croga?"

KeliH, KOTOpHIA BCe 3TO BpeMst cMOTpest Ha CepiraHa ¢ He[JOBOJIbHLIM BHIPAXKEHUEM JIUIIA, OTKPHII
POT.

YnuBnenHble riasza Pogenuu obpatunuck kK Keiiny. KeitH 00BIYHO He ITOKa3bIBajl CBOU SMOLUU
IPYTHUM Tak JIerko. B pe3ynbTaTe OH OB M3BECTHEIM UMIIEPATOPOM, C KOTOPHIM OBLJIO TPYIHO UMETh
eo.

BrIn0 yOUBUTEIBHO, UTO OH TaK BRIpaXkajl CBoM aMouuu. M pa3Be Cepauan He Obin 6paToM
Bo3mo0nennon Ketina Comer?

"¢l MPOCTO XOTeN 3aiTH MOBUOATRCS C cecTpoi. OHa Tak moJro Owia B IMImepaTOpCcKOM ABOPIIE, YTO
g yKe Jaxe He BUXKY ee JTuia".

Cepouan npunonHsn ob6a KoHIla ry6 ¥ MefjieHHO 3aroBopuii. Kazamocs, eMy OBIJIO BCe PABHO,
oracaeTcs ero KeiH unmu HeT. 9To 3acTaBuiio KeliHa elre 60bile HaXMypPUTh OPOBH.

910 Onlna oueHb 3abaBHas cuTyalus Ay Pomenuu, KoTopas Oblyia cMmyleHa KeitHoM. [IBOPSHKH
TOJBKO MOPTaju U 3aTau/iu ObIXaHue.

"0, 6par ...... , Torma Tebe ClIemoBasio OTIPABUTh MUCHEMO".

Comna ToXe BhIrIdAena HepBHOU. OHa ITOCTOSTHHO CMOTpesia Ha CepauaHa.

"Pa3Be y MeHs HeT ceppaua? [IpocTo HamucaTh MUCHMO BMECTO TOT0, YTOOH IprexaTh K cecTpe?"
"Yro......?"

"MHe He CIIe0BajI0 IPUXOOUTL B UMIIEPATOPCKUM MBOPell, YTOOH yBUOETh Tebs. d BuxKy, Tebe 9TO He
HpaBUTCA. B mro6oM ciyyae, 3T0 Mos ommbKa'.

CepnuaH roBopu co ciaaboit yiariOKoM Ha JTulle, Kak OYOTO OH IIYTHII, HO ero Tiia3a Obliu
XOJIOOHBIMU. JTO OBIIO ITHHUYHOE OTHOIIEHKWE K COOCTBEHHOM CecTpe.

Comnap 3appoxana OT CTpaxXa, HU4ero He oTBeTuB. Haxmypusiiuces, CepauaH mnepeBes B3TIAM Ha
Pogenuro.



"3m0poBO, 4TO UMIEepaTpPUlla TOXKE 37eCh".

"MMnepaTtpulia IpUriacuia MeHsd Ha dYaenuTue. f xoTesla yBUOETh, KaK PaclyCKalTCs 3UMHUE
I[BETH], ¥ HE MOT'Y CKa3aThb, KaK CUJIBHO S Ha 3TO HaJesAnacs."

'TIpurnacumna Te0s Ha Yaenutue?'

BOTIPOCUTENIbHBIN B3 Pomenuu obpartuncs K Cepauany. Korma ux rina3a BCTPETUIIHUCH, OH CerKa
ynbIOHYICS edl. Torma oHa HaKOHEeIl TTOHsIa €r0 CKPBITHINA CMBICII.

'"TBI IBITAEIIBCS CIIACTHU MOE JIUI0, He Tak JIu?'

Bo3M02KHO, 3T0 OBIJIO 3alJITaHUPOBAHO, HO OH ITPOOJIXKAJT [IOMOTaTh ed. PelluB MPUHSTDH YCIYTY,
KOTOPYIO OH el oKa3wiBasl, Pomenus peluia cumeTs 1 HabmiomaTh, He TOATBEPK/AsA U He OTpULAs.

Bpanu ot Pomenuu B3rnsg Cepauana oOpaTUiics K 3UMMHUM I1BeTaM. C MUHYTY OH CMOTPEJT Ha I[BETHI
0e3pa3IUYHEIMY I'Jla3aMM, 3aTEM MEIJIEHHO OTKPHIT POT.

"¢l He MOTY MOBEPUTH, UTO BUXKY UX 30ECH".
"Xaxaxaxaxa ...... TaK KpaCcHuBoO, He IIpaBga au?"

BrnaropopHble faMbl IPUITOKUITK YCUIHS, YTOOBR HAPYIIKUTh 3aCTHIBIIYIO0 aTMocdepy. OmHaKo,
II0X02Ke, OH He cOOMpaJICss MM IOABIIPEIBaTh. CepauaH Pe3Ko cKasaj, He o0pallas BHUMaHKUS Ha
no3unuwo Kenna.

"9T0 He OYeHb BAKETCS C Moeit cecTpoit. OHM OBITM TOpa3mo KpacuBee TaM, rae Obian'.

"4r10 9T0 3HAYUT, Benuku Kusa3p?"

3ameTuB capka3Mm CepauaHna, KeitH HepBHO 000pBa ero.

"9TO 3HAYUT UMEHHO TO, YTO €CTh. LIBETHI 37TeCh CMOTPSITCS HE 0YEHb XOPOIIO, 3TO Ipobiema?"

CepouaH oTpearupoBas Ha cioBa KeiiHa HeOpexKHO, Kak Obl YOUBIASACH, TIOYEMY OH TaK
YYBCTBUTEJIEH.

PeanbHOCTH UMIIEPHY TAKOBa, YTO KaKUM OB UMIIEPATOPOM OH HU OBIJI, OH HE MOT OBITh Oe3paccymHo
PEe30K C BEJIUKUM KHsI3eM Ali3eHOM. KelH pelnni IpeKpaTUTh CJI0BECHYIO BOMHY C HUM.

BmecTo 3TOTO OH MOAHSI TeMy, KoTopas 6ecIioKouia ero yke HeKOTOpOe BpeMsi.
"KcTraTu, BBl CKa3aiyu, 9YTO UMIIEpaTpHUIla IPUIIacuia Bac Ha YaenuTtue? 3agem?"

KeiiH, He B CHJIaX CKPHITh 3aTa€HHbIM THEB, CTUCHYI 3yOnl. Peakius Obllla TaKOM, CJIOBHO OH 3aBUOYET
oTHoIeHUSIM Mexny CepauaHoM u Pogenuein.

EMy He HpaBuUTCS, 4TO Pomennsi pasroBapuBaeT C APYTUM MYXKUMHOM, B TO BpeMs Kak OH ITyOIMYHO
IIPOBOMIUT BPEMsI CO CBOel o00BHUIIEH? 3a6aBHO.



Keiin nocMmoTpen Ha CeppuaHa Tak, CJIOBHO COOMpAsiCs ero yOUTh.
"V Hac OBbLI pa3roBOp Ha OHAX".
"Yro 3a pa3rosop?"

CepouaH, Ka3anoch, 0bi 00ecrokoeH BorpocoM KetiHa. Ero 6poBu HaXMypPHUIKCh, ¥ OH U37al
PacCTPOEHHBIH T'ONIOC.

"ITomXeH 7T s TOBOPUTHL BaM 006 aToM, Barre Benmnuecto?"
CeppauaH chesan mar BIepeq.

KeltH mepeq HUM BHITJISIIEN TaKUM MUHAATIOPHBIM. OH TakxKe OblJT TPOHUIIAaTelIeH, Kyna Obl OH HU
TIOIIeJ, HO 3TO, BEPOSITHO, TOTOMY, YT0 CepauaH Obl Bhillle. KeiH TOXKe IOYYBCTBOBAJI 3TO, C JISI3TOM
TIOCTaBUJI YallIKy, KOTOPYIO iepKaj B pyKax, Ha CTOJ U IOCIEIINII 3aHATh MECTO.

Y Keiina Oblyia HaBsI3uMBas uhes Bcerna ObITh HYKHBIM U yCTynaTh ApyruM. ['yOr KeliHa HepusiTHO
VCKPUBUIIUCH, TaK KakK Ha 9TOT pa3 OH TakK U He CMOT HAYEro CKa3aTh.

[TogaBuB cBOM rHEB, KeMH OTKPHII POT U IOCMOTpPEN Ha Pogenuto.
"MMmepatpuiia, ckaxu MHe. [Ipurnamana nu Tl Benukoro Kus3s Ha cBou npa3gHUK? M Kakou

PasroBOp y BaC C HUM OBI?"
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