Anekca PaCTOIIEIPpXIA IIaJIbIBI U IIPOIIEIITalla OY€Hb HU3KHUM I'OJIOCOM.

— C Hamei nepeBHEN BCe B IIOPSIKE, BEPHO?

— Xm?

OHa MpoM3HecsIa 3TO IOCe JOITUX Pa3MBIIIIEHHH 0 TOM, KaK CKa3aTh 9TO Tak, 4TOOw BucteH He
3aromo3pu ee. Ajlekca MOpPrHYJIa, YTOOB Ka3aThCd MaKCHMaIbHO HauBHOM.

— JTH roCIona, BOH Te rocrofaa. S ToBOPI0 9TO, IOTOMY YTO BHI IIPUBEJIH C COO0M MHOTO
yCTpallalolux rocnon. Kpome Toro, s yKe HeCKOJIbKO JHEW BUXKY, KaK 9TU rOCIOofa IIIUOHAT 3a
Halllel fepeBHel. — CKa3aa AjleKca UCIyraHHbIM ronocoM. K cuacteio, Bucrten, moxoxe, He
II0f03peBasl AJlekcy.

— 06 3ToM.... — Bemanun BucteH. Pe3kast u coobpa3uTenbHasi — Tak BUCTeH ouieHUn Ajekcy.

— 370 He Tak. YTo BEI KMeeTe B BUAY 107 MIMKOHaxkeM? KpoMe Toro, 4To MBI OyeM feiaTh B TaKOM
MUPHOM ropone?

9T0 He OBIJIO MIOX0XKE Ha TO, KaK co0aKa IPOSIBIIsiia CBOM MHCTUHKTEL. BUCTEH 3aBepIIni CBoe
OIlpaBJaHMUe.

— Kakoe obmeryenue.

Anekca IpUTBOPUIACE, UTO TJTy0OOKO B3NOXHYJIA, a IIOTOM yJILIOHYTIaCh.

— TloxanyiicTa, mo3aboTbTeCh 060 MHE, MUCTED!

— ...TebGe He HYKHO MEHS IIPOCUTb.

Priuanue...

[Tec 3aprryas, moKa3elBasi CBOIO HEIIPUA3Hb K BUCTeHY.

— Hert, Xammu. OH xopoiuii rocnoguH. byas K HeMy mo6p.

— ... Xononu...?

— Ila, Xannu! Tak 30ByT 3TOTO ILIeHKA.



Amnexca yneIOHYIach C MMyCTHIM BhIpaxkeHueM nuiia. C Ipyrou CTOPOHHI, BUCTEeHY X0TeI0Ch IIaKaTh,
Korpga Mcumnbayca Ha3biBanu Xannu. Kakoe BeTudyeCTBEHHOE UM [JIS1 MaJIeHbKOT0 TOCIIOOMHA
Bemnukoro Kusixecta! BucteH npukycun ryo6y.

— HoBoe ums uu K yemy. KaxeTcsi, MHe y4Iie COOOIIKATh BaM €r0 HaCTOosIIee UM4.

— Hacrosiee nms?

Anekca HaKIOHUIA TOJIOBY. Bucten He MoOr OB PaCKpPHITh HAaCTOsAIIee UM I/ICI/IHBJcha, IIO3TOMY OH
ImpuayMmaril Imoxoxee nM4.

— HWcunaup, HUcy.

(TTpuMm.: 3TO B35ITO U3 UMEHU MCUTIbOyC B TepBOHAYaIbHOM BUfle, KOTOpoe 3By4YuT Kak [J[J[]. [TepBriit
Y MIOCJIeIHUM CJIOT YUTaloTCS Kak «Hcy», moaTomy s cokpatun mo Mcy. Hameloch, BH He Bo3paXKaeTe,
XU-XH.)

— Ucy? Bay, g nymaro, 3T0 UMs Kpacusee.

Ho Bce ke Anekca He MOTJIa BEYHO Ha3bIBaTh €r0 X3IIMH, TO3TOMY CJIeTKa KuBHYIa. Tak OBl
3aKJII04YeH KOHTPAKT Anekchl U Buctena. BomHeHue OBIIO 3aMETHO 110 IBUKEHUSIM AJIEKCHI.

— Apd?

Tr1 xopo1o nmopa6oTtan, Mcy. Mul cuenany 310!

3Has pagocTh AneKchl, Mcy moTepcs IUIoM O ee IIEKY.

ITOT MULIH pedeHoK! !

Kak u xoTena Anekca, OHM BIBOeM 071aromnojydHo mpuObIIN Ha TeppuTopuio Bemukoro I'epijora
Tepcuosna.

BucreH KpaTKo 00BsiCHUI ANleKCe TMYHOCTh co0aKy, II0Ka OHY exajiy B KapeTe. Ha camowm fiene, He
OBbLII0O HUUETO YAUBUTEIHHOTO, TIOCKOJIBKY OHA yKe 3Hasa 9T0. Yero e HyzKHO ObIJI0 OCTEpPEraThCs,
TaK 3TO CEPbE3HOU YIrpo3kl, KOTOPas UCXOOUIa OT BucreHa.

Ox He moBepsin Anekce. OH HaOmroman 3a He. Ecu oHa pacKpoeT CeKpeThl TepCroHa, TO OH
IIPUXJIONHET ee, KakK MyXy.

— 3JT0 OBITIO OBI JTETKO, Antekca. TH IOJIKHA YHECTH ceKpeT TepcroHa ¢ coboit B Moruny. Ho Anekca,



TeIIePhb, KOT'Oad ThI 3HAEIb, YTO TEI 6y1:[e]ﬂb I[eJ'IaTb?

BoT 0 yem g roBopio, MucTep!

Y Hee nomnu MYPaIIKH I10 KOXKe, KOTrJa OHa 3TO YCJIBIIIalla. IIaxe HEeCMOTPA Ha TO, 9TO I/ICI/IJ'IBJIYC
CTPAHHO IIPOABIISAJI CBOIO HEIIPUA3HL K BucTeH, kak 6yJITO CO6I/IpaJ'[C5I €€ 3alllUTUTh.

— [enaii Bce BO3MOXKHOe, YTOOBI COXPaHUTH Hallly TalHy. M s He myMmaio, 4To TBOSI 6€30I1aCHOCTE B
HAIMX UHTEPecax.

Brina mu 3T0 oYeHb G1aropofgHas ¥ Markas yrpo3a? Anekca moo6eliana HUKOTa He BEICKA3hIBAThCS.

— 4 3Ha... I 3HAM0, YTO BHI TOBOPUTE CEPHL3EHO.

Pa3Be onu He ObH MOObME TemHOT0 Benmukoro I'eprora? 9To OBIIM JTIOAK, KOTOPBIE CYUTANIH JIIOOeH
TaKVMMM XK€ TPUBUAIIbHBIMY, KaK ¥ 3BEPUHON PaCOH.

Anekca rmy60Ko B3[MOXHYJIA U CITYCTUIACh B KapeTy. TaM ObIT OTPOMHBIN 3aMOK K3 CJIOHOBOM KOCTH, U
310 OblNTa KpenocTh Benukoro I'epiiora Tepcuona. ITo Oblla HeGeCHast KPEeIIOCTh U IMOCTIeTHUM OIIJIOT,
3aIIMIIABIINY IPaHuIEl. [109TOMYy CBATUNNINE, K KOTOPOMY HE MOT IIPHKAcaThCsA HUKTO, faXkKe eCIIu
3To Onlma MMmepaTopckasi ceMbsi. TeM Ooree, uTo 3a mociaeguue 150 neT He poauiIoCchk HU OHOTO
IIPSIMOTO TIOTOMKQ, II03TOMY €T0 U NPO3BaJid HeCcYyaCTHEIM 3aMKOM. OH OBl 3anepT. BoT moueMy
HUKTO He 3HaJl, KakK 1103a00TUTLCS 0 MOJIOIOM BOJIKE.

[IpeemHuka oT Benukoro KHs3s moroe BpeMst He poXaaniock. MeCTHEIE BOJIKU KUBYT B TPU pa3a
[OJIbLIIe JII0fie], a MOJTyBOJIKY KUBYT TOJIBKO B [IBa pa3a fgoJiblle. Te, KTO BOCIIUTAJ IPEEMHUKOB
Benukoro Kus3s, maBHO yIIUIM U3 XKU3HU. AJleKca cTajia Ha Iar 0uke K 9TOMYy 3aKPHITOMY
CO0O0IIIeCTBY.

— KuuuHr...

Anekca o0HsiTa IIeHKa, KOTOPHIM IOTePCs BIaXKHBIM HOCOM O ee MoAO0POHOK, YyBCTBY S
OecmoKoiCcTBO. BricoKasi TeMnepaTypa Teia CO6aKy U MyIIKUCTas IIePCTh YMeHbIIa I TPEBOTY
AJIEeKCHI.

— Owu, crou!

Asiekca OTOABUHYJIA JIALIO.

- HepeCTaHB TBEIKATh B ME€HSI CBOMM MOKDPBEIM HOCOM!



— Apd!

Ax, meHCTBUTEIIBHO, 9Ta co0aka. AjleKca OTTaluIa IeHKa, KOTOPHIM 30 BCEX CHIJI IBITAJICS
YIENUTHCS 3a Hee.

— V 1e06s1 He OymeT 3aKyCOK, eCIu Tl OyHellb MPOAOJIKAaTh B TOM Xe Iayxe!

— Apd! Kuunr!

Hx rra3a CHOBa pacCUIMPUIIACh, KOT[Ia OHYU YBUMAEH, Kak co0aKa IOHUMAET ee CJIOBa U CIIyIIAaeT ee.
3aTeM Arekca o0HsIIa CIIOKOMHOTO IleHKa B OTBET. BUCTEH U PHIIIapH, KOTOPHIE XKIaau, YTOOH OaTh
Anekce BpeMs OCMOTPETh BHEIIHME CTEHH 3aMKa, ObI/IM B 0YepeIHOM pa3 yIUBIIEHH.

— ThI cribImIan, Kak OH CKYJIHT?

— Jla g chblmal.

Apd! Appppp! Kpsiaaa!

OHU CIBIIIaNIy TOJIBKO €T0 CBUPETIRIM 3BYK, HO 3TO OBII IEPBHIH pa3, KOra OHU YCIIBIIIAIN ero
BCXJIUII, TIOJTHBIM PAJOCTH. BUCTEH CIIPOCHUI UX C CePhe3HBIMHU T'JIa3aMHU.

— Kt0-HuOynmb, KTO crenust 3a AneKcoy, Hales 4To-Hubyab o Het? BEil Ti 9TO HapKOTUK?

— Ona IIpUIlIa I[OMOI;I ¢ OOJILIITEM KOJIMYECTBOM BSITIEHOTO MsACa, JIOCOCA U KYPHIIEL.

— Ax. Bucren kuBHyn. OH gorapjascs, Kak 3Ta MaJleHbKasl eBOYKa, JOJIZKHO OBITh, IPUPYUYUIIA
Hcunpyca.

— Ckaxu ImoBapy, YTOOBI IIPUTOTOBUII KYy4Yy IIOX02XKHUX 6J'IIOI[.

— IIa, meuTeHaHT.

Bucten papmocTHO KuBHYN. OH IJIaHUPOBAJ 0TOC/IATh AJIEKCY ¥ IaTh €¥ Pa3yMHYIO IIJIaTy MOCJe TOro,
KaK BBISICHUT, KaK mmo3aboTuthcsi 06 Mcunbayce. B KpenocTs, momoOHYI0 3TOMH, OBITIO 3ampenieHo
BBOJUTH MUPHEIX XKUTEJIEH, HO OBIIO PEIeHo, YTO 3TO Hen30eKHO B KPU3UCE, TOJOOHOM 3TOMY.
[Toromy uTo Ucumbayc He MOXKET CHOBa yOexKaTh!

9T0 6B Kpusuc, Korma Mcunbayc cbexan. EQUHCTBEHHBIN TPEEMHUK MOT TOTUOHYTH, OIyKaas
CHaApYXKU, UK ero JIMYHOCTb MorJjia ObITh packphiTa. HacTosue BONKY CTAHOBUIUCH «0O0POTHIME,
KOT'[la UX XKU3HU yrpoxKaJja onacHoCTb. OHU MOTYT IPUYUHUTE JTIIOIAM Bpe[l, HaX0IsaCh HE B TOM



COCTOSTHUY TyXa, B o0pa3e 6e300MIHOT0 1 HEBUHHOTO pebeHKa.

OOHaKO OHM HEe MOTIH JepxXaTb AneKcy B 3aMKe BeuHO. b0 IIPABUJIBHO OTIIYCTUTH €€ IIOCJIe TOrO,
KaK OHHY BHISICHAT, KdK IIOCTYIIUTE C I/ICI/IHBJIYCOM.

BonbImMHCTBO BOJIKOB JaBHO YTPATUIIM CBOIO YEI0BEYHOCTh, TaK KaK UX KPOBb CTasa ryme. Tem
6onee, oHU OBUIM M30JIMPOBAHKI M3-3a HOJITOM BPaXK/kl C FIMIIepaTopcKoM ceMbel. ITO TaKke ObII0
OTIMYUTEILHON YePTOM KPoBaBOH YeTkl Bemukoro I'eprorcTea. Aymekca qoikHa OBIThH OTIIPaBIeHa
oOpaTHoO elle 0o Bo3BpaleHus Benukoro I'epiiora. [Toka BucTeH nmogasinseT OPYTHUX BOJIKOB BHYTPHU
3aMKa, OH He MOXKeT cejlaTh TO JKe caMoe ¢ BenukuM KHs3eM.

— TuI certuac BoyMpels B 3aMOK, Anekca?

— Ja! 9To 3aMeuaTesbHO.

ITO [EeHCTBUTENIFHO 3aMeYaTeIbHBINA 3aMOK. DTO ObIT 3aMOK, KOTOPBIM MOXKET II0XBACTATHCS C
NOCTOMHCTBOM CBOEM BeJIMYMHOM, BeOb AaxKe eCJIU Bhl BLICOKO IIOMHUMHUTE T'OJIOBY, BBl HE CMOXKETE
YBULETH €r0 CaMyI0 BEICOKYIO TOUKY.

— 2OTO TBOU OoM”?

- Apd!

— TwI mOMHUIIE, TOE 3TO0?

Cobaka HaKJIOHKJIa TOJI0BY Ha Bonpoc Anekchl. OH BHICYHYII S3BIK ¥ IIOCMOTPEJT Ha Hee Tla3aMi, Kak
OyOoTo HUYEro He 3Hall.

— B uem geno?

Anexkca cxaja cobaky, KOTopasi CTpPaHHO CONIPOTUBIISIIACE, ¥ 00HsIa ero. AX, 3Ta cunia... ax! Anekca
IIOCIIEIIHO NOTSAHYIa BucTeH 3a pykaB. BucteHn mocMoTpesia Ha AJleKCy, KOTopas XKfajla Y BXOTHOU
IBEPH.

— Tlouemy?

— Ilucats! Tyamnet! YV Bac ectb rasera?

— YTO THI UMeEEIIb B BUAOY...

Anekca TOIIHYyJIa HOTOM, OTJIAbIBASICh II0 CTOPOHAM. BBITM HOporre MpaMOpHBIe KphIblia U



BUIHEJTUCH yX0KEeHHBIe Ta30HE. OHa IomyMala, 4To OymeT o4ueHb rpy0o, eciy OHa MMPOCTO OCTABHUT
BOJTYOHKA T'Ie-HuOyIb.

— Keeeeeeeeeeeeeeee...

[ITeHOK maj MOHSITh, YTO 3TO CPOYHO, ¥ Ajiekca Obllla BHIHYKE€HA MIPOTSAHYTh PYKH. [a, s mydiie
IIPOCTO IIPOTPY BXOOHYIO IBEPH!

ITuck - nuck -

Kak 6ygro cobaka gojro Tepmesa, CTPys MOYHU BEICTPEJIUIIA AaleKo - U 3TO CIIYYUJIOCh B CTOPOHY
Bucrtena. Anmekca, KOTopas IIJIOTHO 3aKphija I'Jla3a, OTKPhLIa r'ias3a.

JIumo BucTteHa OBIII0 XOTOOHEIM, KOTHA OH IIOCMOTPEJT Ha CBOIO OfEXK[Y, IPONUTAHHYIO XKEeJITHIMU
IATHAMHU.

Arnekca CrioTHya.

— 4 ympy 3mecs?

3aHUMaThCS CIIaCeHUEM XKUTeJlel IepeBHU eMy TOYHO He XOTeJI0Ch. AJleKca HeJIOBKO YIIbIOHYIach U
OTCTyIHKIIa Ha3afl. [11a3a BucTeHa, MokKa OH Me[JIeHHO ITOJHUMAJ T0JI0BY, PE3KO BCIIBIXHYIIU.

— Xa-xa-xa-xa. Y Hcy, monXKHO ObITh, OBIJI0 MHOTO MOYH.

[Toka oHa mymMaja OIyCTUTh €ro, IIIEHOK yKe BBHITSHYJI I'0JIeHb, HO KTO 3HAJI, UTO CTPYS IONAafeT B
Koro-To? Ho cJI0BHO He 0CO3HaBasi CUTYalliH, IIIeHOK OBLIJT TOTOB UTPaTh C AJIEKCOH.

— Apd! Apd!

Ia, BB TO4YyBCTBOBaNu ce0si 0OHOBJIEHHHIM, HE TaK JIA?

- Oyx.

OHa ycnbimana ckpexeT 3y0oB Bucrena.

Oii, 3TO0 KYTKO.



Barmam, KOTOprfI OH YCTPEMUIJI Ha €EJUHCTBEHHOI'O HAaCJIEOAHUKa Benukoro Kus3s, ObL1 OCTpee Jie3BUus
HOZKa.

Anekca Kpenko o0Hsi/Ia CKYJISAIIero eHKa.
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