HOJITHHYTBIG MBIIIIEL 2KHBOTA, CUJIBHBEIE TPYAHEBEIE MEIIIITEI 1 YETKO BEIPA2KEHHBIE «JIMHUU PYCAJIKK»...

YBupgeB noutu upgeanbuyio Gurypy I1sui dus, Tao Te Ha MrHOBeHUE oneneHena. OHa He OXKHAasa, 9YTO
YeJl0BeK, KaXyIINICSA TaKUM XPYIIKAM U O€CIIOMOIIHLIM B IIOBCETHEBHOM KU3HMU, T10T OOEXKI0N
00/1aaeT TaKUM TEJIOCIIOKEHHEM.

Ho ceiiyac He BpeMs 3TO IIeHUTh, OHA OBRICTPO IEPEK/TI0YKIIa CBOe BHUMAHKEe Ha ero paHy.

PaHBI Ha €T0 PyKe U CIIMHe He OBLIK CIUIIKOM TIyO0KUMHE, 00JIblie po6ieM BH3bIBala paHa Ha
rpynu. Tao Te mpoTsHyIa PYKY ¥ CPaBHUIIA Pa3Mep. 3afiepKaB JEIXaHKe, OHA C UCITYTOM CKa3asa:

- OH eqiBa He 3apmen cepate!

OHa BTaliHe 00pafoBaach, YTO ycieaa OPOCUTh Ba3y, OTBIeKas BHUMaHUe YOUHUIEL. B MIPOTUBHOM
cnydae, ecnu Obl yOuiilla HaHeC BTOPOM yHap, XXKu3Hb [19# fAHsg Mmorya o6opBaThCs!

BriarocnoBeHue KpoeTcs B HeCUacThe, @ HecuyacThe KpoeTcs B OarocinoBeHuu. [1oxoxe, 4To
IelieBble Iepuia u3 Tody TOXe UMEeIOT CBOIO LIEHHOCTh, 110 KpaliHell Mepe, CllydalHOe MafieHue B
PEKy OTKDPEBLIO HOBYIO IEPCIEKTUBY BEIKUBAHUS.

HexkoTtopoe Bpems napuna TalirHA. Tao Te He MOT/Ia HaUTH YUCTYI0 TKaHb, I09TOMY OHa pa3opBaia
CBOIO I00KY ¥ cfeflajia IPOCTYIO IIePEBS3KY.

- Bamre BricouecTBO, BB HOMIKHEI JepPXKaTbCsa, C BaMHU BCe 6yneT B IIOPAOKeE.

- [TocnymadiTe, MBI yIIaaud B peKy U Bce ke 0/1aromnoiayyHo BHOpanuck Ha Oeper, He Tak JIu?

BopMoqa, OHa IIepeBd3alia eMYy DaHy. K cuacTrio, OHa YZ&Ke n3ydajia HEKOTOPEIe METOObI OKa3aHU A
HepBOﬁ TIOMOIIH. XOTS cerdac YCII0BUMA OBLITH OTPaHUYEHEBI, OHd BCE€ PAaBHO CMOI'JIa OCTAHOBUTH
KpOBOTE4YEHUE.

[Ta#t dub 06eccrieHHO MIPUCIIOHUICA K KaMHIO, TUXO0 OTAaBasiCh Ha ee MUI0CTh. Tao Te omycTtumna
TOJIOBY, COCPEIOTOYEHHO MEPEBSI3bIBasi €T0 PAHBI, €€ HeXXHBIE MaJbIbl OBIIN TEIIBIMU U BPeMS OT
BPEMEHHU KacCalluCh ero IPyau, CI0BHO BECEHHUY BETEPOK, OYIOIINY Ha[l 3aCHEKEHHBIM II0JIEM.

HekoTopoe BpeMs CIIyCTSI OHa BBIOOXHYJIa C 00JIerYeHueM.

- Bce rortogo!



[Ta#t dHB MO HHEPLMY XOTEJT el IOXBAJIUTh, HO OT ¢J1a60CTH eMy OBbIJIO TPYOHO Jaxke OTKPHITH POT. Ero
HEXKHBIW B3TJISI HEBOJIBHO CKOJIb3HYJI 110 Hel, ¥ 3pavyKM CJIerka APOTrHyIu. MoKkpas TKaHb IJIOTHO
oOTsruBasna ee GUrypy u noguepKrBaia U3SIIHBIE, HATUTHIE, KAK CIIeJIBIN IePCUK, HEBUYbYU U3TUOHL...

[Tsi1 fIH pe3Ko MOBEPHYJI FOJI0BY B CTOPOHY M 3aKallUIAJICH.

Kak tonbko Tao Te ycnirlllana ero Kaliejiab, OHa Cpa3y HepBHUYAsa U TOPOIIJIUBO IPOTSIHYJIa PYKY,
YTOOBI JIETKO TIOTTIaAUTh €T0 CIUHY.

- Bame BricouecTBo, BB B TOpPSIAKe?

I'yctrie pecHuIs [19¥ dHS OIyCTUINCH, €T0 YepHHIE Ta3a Oblyid TIIy0OOKUMU U TeMHBIMU. OH
MeJIbKOM B3TJISHYII Ha MATKYIO IPy[ab, KOTOpas IpuxXaach K ero pyke, U ero ropio €xasuoch, TaK 4TO
OH KalllJITHYJI elle [1apy pas.

YBumeB, 4TO OH IPOOOXKAET KaluIiaTh, Tao Te 3aHepBHUYAIA, PACTEPSIHHO 03UPAasCh II0 CTOPOHAM.

- Bamre BeIco4ecTBO, KaKeTCs, MEI YIIJIBIJIIA JOBOJIBHO OAJIEKO... 4 He 3Ha10, rOe MBI HAaXOOMMCSH, HO
Opr}KaIOH.II/IfI 6eper PEKH He BRITTIAOUT OUKUM, JOJIZKHO 6BITB, pdaooM eCThb AOMa...

OHa IpOCTO OCTaHOBHUJIA KPOBh Ha HEKOTOPOE BpeMsi, HO 3TOTO ObII0 HEJOCTAaTOYHO. MM HYKHO
HAWTH Bpaya, YTOORI TIATEIHLHO MEPEBSI3aTh paHkl. [IogyMaB HEMHOT'0, OHA TOPOIIJIUBO 3aCTETHYIa
IyrOBULILL Ha ofexne [1a fHs v mpucesa mepeq HUM Ha KOPTOYKHU.

- Bame BricouecTBo, 3a0upaiTech Ha MOIO CIIMHY. f IIOHECY Bac Bliepel, YTOOBI Mbl MOTJIH
OCMOTPETHCH.

YBumes mepen co0oi CTPOMHOE U MUHUATIOPHOE Teso, I19# AHb ObIT 3aCTUTHYT BPACIIIOX.

OHa noHeceT ero?

Tao Te mogoxkpana HEKOTOPOe BpeMs. YBUEB, YTO OH HE OBUTAETCSs, OHA IOBEPHYJIACh ¥ IOCMOTpeia
Ha Hero.

- 410 crmy4unocs?

['y6r [1a¥1 fHS clierka IIeBeIbHYIIKUCh, €70 T'0JI0C ObIJT XPUTIIIBIM:

- OTOT IPHUHIL... IOAJET CaM.

Tao Te Haxmypuia 6poBH, BbIpaxkKas 0€CIIOKOWCTBO:



- B cmoxeTe?

Kak on Mor cka3aTh «HeT»? CnepxuBas gbixaHue, [131 AHb ¢ TPyAOM IIOAHSJICSA Ha HOTU. YBUIEB €T0
coctosiuue, Tao Te He 3aiyMBIBasiCh, IIOHOIINA K HEMY ¥ IIPUCTPOUIIACh B €T0 00BSATHSX, YTOOH OH
MOT OIIMpPaThCs Ha Hee.

- Bame BricouecTBo, BBl paHEHBI, He HY2KHO COIIPOTUBIIATLCS. & He IoCTpafana U y MeHs OoJbIie
cuyn. CaMoe Tr1aBHOE - BRIUTH U HalTH KOro-HUOYIb, KTO CMOXKeT 00paboTaTh Ballld PaHHI.

Ee B3rnsam ObLT SICHBIM, KaK BOJa, ¥ aOCOTIOTHO CEPhE3HEIM.

[1a#t dub cnabo KUBHYI B OTBET:

- Xopotrto.

OH 1oJ10XUJI PYKY Ha ee 1y1ey4o. [Tonynoanepxxusas, rojayHecs ero, Tao Te Me[jeHHO JBUHYJIACh
BIIepe[, B CTOPOHY Jieca.

[Tporipst HebombIIoe paccTosiHue, Tao Te nmouyBcTBOBasa, uTo [19i1 fIH OHIIUT BCe TSAXKesee, CJI0BHO
CTaphlli, HeUCIIpaBHbIHM Hacoc. OHa CTUCHYIA 3yOHl U MIPOIIETTaa:

- Bamre BricouecTso, IIOTEPIINTE ellle HEMHOT' 0. Kaxk TOIbKO MBI HpOIZI[GM 9TOT Y4adaCTOK JieCa, BaM
CTaHeT JIy4IlIe.

['oBOps 3TO, OHA MOTSAHYJIA €ro Taluio K cebe, 4TOOH OH IepeKIafbiBal 00JbIe Beca Ha Hee.

- He CMOTPHUTE, 4TO A MaJIEeHbKad, 4 HE 3PA €M TaK MHOT'O. Y MeHs CunbHBIE MHIIIIE], TaK YTO HE
0oMTeCH IMOJIOKKUTH HAa MeHs 0O0JIbIIIe Beca.

HMx omexma MPOMOKJIa HACKBO3b, ¥ 0€3 TOT0 TOHKAs TKaHb, Ka3a0Ch, CTaja elle ToHbIne. OHM ObITH
Tak OIM3KO0, YTO MOTJIX SICHO YyYBCTBOBATh TEILIO APYT mpyra. Tao Te mocTemneHHO 3aMeTHIIa, YTO €T0
TEeJI0 KaxkeTcss 0coOeHHO ropsiunM. Ee cepalie cxKanoch, 1 OHa OCTAHOBUJIACh, IIOBEPHYB I'oJioBy. Ee
7100 ciy4dalHO KOCHYJICS ero mogbopoaoK, ¥ OHa 0CBOOOUIIA OOHY PYKY, YTOOHI IIOTPOTATh €ro J100.

Takoii ropsguuii!

Ee pyka pe3ko cxkajach, a B IJla3ax 3aMeTHO BO3pocya TpeBora. OrisifeBIucs 1o ctoposam, Tao Te
Hatna 0oJIbIoe gepeBo u noMoria I1s# AHio cects. OHa CHOBa IPUKOCHYIACH K ero JI0y U IeKaM, ee
ryOnl cxkanuch. OH Tak TOPSAYMM, YTO OHU HE MOTYT IIPOMNOIKATh UATH.

ITait Hb 1 Tak OB OOJIBHEIM YEJI0BEKOM, a Ceduac OH PaHeH, IOTEePsI MHOT'0 KPOBH U ITPOBEJ



TIOJIHOYM B peke. Briio 6b yIUBHUTENLHO, €CIIH OH He 3abosen!

[1a#t dHb MOYYBCTBOBAJI, YTO €T0 CO3HAHME CTAHOBUTCS BCe Oojiee TYMaHHBIM U TSKeIbIM. Bapyr
napa MATKUX PYK IPUKOCHYJIACh K €To 1eKe, OHU OBUIM NPOXJIafHbIMU U OUeHb NPUATHEIMU. OH
Me[JIEHHO ITOJHSJI TOJIOBY, €T0 TJla3a IePCUKOBOTO IIBETEHN S, Ka3aloCh, ObI/IA MOAEPHYTH IHIMKOMN
TyMaHa, KOTJa OH MOJI4a CMOTpeJI Ha MaJIeHbKYIO IeBYIIKY Ilepef COOOH.

Ee HexKHOe TTHII0 OBITIO HATIOJTHEHO CEPBE3HOCTERIO, BlIaKHEIE I'lla3a IIPHUCTAJIBHO CMOTPEIIN Ha HEeTro, a
B MATKOM T'OJIOCE 3By4dadJla PEIINMOCTb:

- Bamre BricouecTBo, mOJOXKANTE MEeHS 3[ECh, 5 MOMAY HAalTH IIOMOIIb... BBl MOxKeTe ObITh YBEPEHH,
YTO 51 06s13aTEIbHO BEPHYCh!

[Ta#t Aup HaxMypus1 OPOBU U CXBATUII ee 3a pyKaB. Tao Te npukycuia ry0y, MrHOBeHUE
1IoKosiebanack, 3aTeM CxXKaJjla ero pyKy B OTBET U Cepbe3HO CKa3ala:

- Ecniu BBI IpOCHTE MEHS OOBEPSTh BaM, TO U Bbl NOJIKHEI OBEPATH MHe... [laBail JOBePUMCS APYT
OPYyTy, XOpoIIo?

[Tomyn merkuit BeTepok, 1 He60 He3aMeTHO CTAHOBUIIOCH cBeTiiee. Tao Te HEMHOTO GECIIOKOMTIACH O
TOM, YTO OCTaBjsieT [19i SIHS B OMUHOYECTBE, 0COOEHHO YYUTHIBAS €T0 PAHH ¥ CIIab0CTh, K TOMY XKe
OH BRITJIIOUT TAaKUM KPACHUBEIM...

Ha camom perne, KpaCHBBIﬁ MyXK4YKWHA MOZXKET OBITH OYEHB OTaceH!

HewMmHoro nopymas, oHa cobpasia 0XalKy BeTOK, YTOOB YKPHITE €T0, 3aTeM B3sj1a HEMHOTO I'PSI3U C
3eMJIM ¥ HaMa3aJjla Ha ero 6ejioe ¥ KpacuBoe JIAI[0. XOTs ero JIUI[0 0CTaBaloCh IPUBJIEKATEIbHEIM U
BBIPA3UTEJIbHEIM, HO TETlepPh OHO OBIIO TOPa3[l0 CKPOMHEE, YEM PaHblIlle, KOTHa OH BHITJIAAEN KakK 60T
c 6eJIoCHEKHOM KOXKeW U ufeaTbHEIMU YePTaMHU.

- Bame BricouecTBO, IOmOXKAUTE, I1I0KA I BEPHYCH!

Ona IIPUCTAJIBHO ITOCMOTPEJIa Ha HETO0, a 3aTeM IIOCIIEITHO BEIIIJIa U3 JIECa.

[Tpoiigsg TpuMepHO TPH /1M, OHa, HaKoHell, o0Hapyxuna gopory! Tao Te ucmbsiTaza orpoMHOE
o0nerdeHue B CepAlle, U B ee TOJI0Be IpoMeNbKHYJa Myapas ¢pa3sa Jly CioHa: «Ha cBeTe n3Ha4anbHO
HeT IOPOTH, Jopora MOABJILeTCs JIUIIb TOT4a, KOrAa JII0OY HaYUHAKT XOOUThH».

Ecnm ecTh mopora, 3HA4UT, €CTh U JTIOOHU!

Omna 6bly1a BHe ce0s OT PafioCTH, ee Iary CcTanu HaMHOTro jierde. OHa yCKOpUIa Iar 1 MoIia 110 3TOH
popore. IIpomino coBceM HEMHOT0O BpDEMEHH, U OHa yBULETa QUrypy, IOSBUBIIYIOCS BIEPEIU.



9T0 OB XyOOIIaBbIM MyKYKWHA CPEOHUX JIET, OJIETHIM B IPy0yI0 ONeXKAy U3 JelleBOM TKaHU, BOKPYT
TAJIMK Y HEro OBIJT 3aBsI3aH IOSIC U3 LIKYPHI JUKOT'0 JKUBOTHOT'0, a Ha IJlede BHUCENI KOT4YaH CO
cTpenaMu. 1o Bcel BUOUMOCTH, OH OXOTHUK, IPUIIEIINN B JIEC HA OXOTY.

YBupeB, HaKOHell, YeyoBeKa, Tao Te oOpagoBanack. OHa MOCIENIHO IOAOIIa K HeMy U CKa3asa:

- 3@paBCTBYTE, YBaXKaeMbll, He MOTJIX OBl BHI IOMOYb MHE?

OXOTHHUK HEMHOTO HCIIYTaJICA, YBUIOEB KPACUBYIO OEBYIIKY, BEIMIEONIYIO U3 JieCd, OH ITOOyMaJl, 4TO
BCTPETHUII JIUCY-OHEMOHHUITY U3 CKA3KH. Ho xorga oH BHUMATENLHO IIPpUCMOTPEJICSA, OH 00JIeryeHHO
B3OOXHYIJI, IIOHSB, 4YTO IIepea HUM JKHWBOHU YEJI0BEK.

MyX4rHa IPHUIIYPUI I'Jla3a ¥ OCMOTPEII ee C HOT [I0 TOJIOBHL. XOTS OHA BHITJISIAENa MIOTPEIaHHoM, HO
110 ofieKfie OBITIO SICHO, YTO OHA U3 60raTo¥ CEMbH.

- [IeBy1IIKa, 3TO... BB CIIy4aiHO He BCTPETUIIUCH C PeUHBIMU pPa300MHUKaMU?

B mocnepHue mBa roga B OKPECTHOCTSIX JIOSHA YacTO MOSBISINCE Pa300HHUKH,
CIIelMaTU3UPYIOUINEecs Ha orpaldeHuy OMMHOYHBIX TOPTOBBIX CYIOB, OHU OBITTM KpalHe OMacCHHI.

Tao Te 3aMepJia Ha MI'HOBEHHE U IIOCIIEIITHO CKa3aJjla:

- Ia, ma, MBI BCTPETHIKCH C PEYHHIME pPa30oiHuKamMu. Harrr KopaOnb ObiT orpabiieH, s U... MO MyX...
MBI CIIPHITHYJIN B PEKY, CITACIUCh OT CMePTU. Ho MO MyXK IOJTy4YuI HEKOTOPLEIe TPAaBMHI, OH ceidac B
necy. MoxeTe nu Bhl, HOOPHIM YeI0BEK, TIOMOYb HaM M OTBECTH Hac K Bpayy?

[TomoT4aB, OHa KOCHYJIach CBOE# T'0JI0BEL. [IpHdyecka y Hee pacTpernanach, yKpalleHus: TaBHO CMBLIO
BOZOH, HO, K CHACThIO, CEPbI'Ml y Hee B yIIax Bce elne Obutd Ha MecTe. Tao Te GbICTPO CHsIIA mapy
He(PUTOBHIX CEPeKeK MPEeBOCXOMHOT0 aKBAMapPHHOBOTO 1IBeTA, ¥ MPOTSHYJIa UX OXOTHHUKY.

- Crapumi 6pat, 6ymbTe Tak HOODHL.

XOoTs1 OXOTHHK He ObIJT 9KCIIEPTOM B I0BEJIUPHBIX U3JENIUSX, IPH BUIE 9TOM Maphl IPO3PAYHBIX U
OJ1eCTAIINX CepekeK OH MOHSJI, UYTO OHM CTOSIT HeMaJsiblx fleHer. OH MOMEeHTaIbHO U3MEHHUTT
BEIPAZKEHUE JIUIlA, B3SI7T CEPhIHM U CKA3all:

- Xopo110, XOpOIIIo, AEeBYIIKa, UAUTE BIIEepel, JaBaiTe HalgeM Balllero Myxa.

Tao Te Ovuta BHe ce0s1 OT PafOCTH U CIEIIHO [T0BeJIa ero 110 TOMY Xe IIyTH Ha3afl.

OTomBUHYB MeIIaloIIe BeTKH, OHa MPUTHYJIACh U IPUKOCHYIAcCh K 16y I19# fHs, 3aTeM HaKIOHUIIACh



OnuKe K ero YXy U TUXUM I'OJIOCOM CKa3alla:

- Bame... MY, 51 BEPHYJIACh. 4 Halma Koe-Koro, KTo MOXK€eT HaM II0OMOYb.

Ee Temnoe OrIxaHKe KOCHYJIOCE €0 yxa, ¥ [19i JHb MeJIeHHO OTKPHII I7la3a. Bo3MoxKHO, Oaromaps
TOMY, YTO OH HEKOTOPOE BPeMs OTHEIXaJl, ero CO3HaHue CTajo 0ojiee sICHBIM, YeM B Havase.

Oun nocmotpen Ha Tao Te, 3aTeM Ha 0XOTHHMKA, CTOSIIIETO ITepel HUM, U TUXO IIPOTOBOPHII:

- MM.

YBupes ero peakuuio, Tao Te ¢ o6nerdyenreM B3MOXHYIa, BCTala ¥ o0paTuiiach K OXOTHUKY:

- Moii My IIOTepsIJT CITUIIKOM MHOTO KPOBHY U cjiab. MHe mpumeTcs mo6ecIoKOUTh CTaplinero 6para
mpock00ii ITOHECTH ero Kakoe-To BpeMs. Korpma Ml jo6epeMcs mo Bpada, Ml 00513aTeIbHO
oTrbrmarogapuM Bac!

OXOTHUK IIOCMOTPENT Ha Map4yoByo ofmexay [1au AHs, 3aTreMm Ha Tao Te. OH 3aMeTuJI, 4TO XOTA OHa
BHITJIAZIE]Ia UCTOIIEHHOM, 9TO BCEe PAaBHO He CKPHIBAJIO €€ SPKOM U BEIMKOJIETHOM BHEIIHOCTH... Ero
TPEyTroJibHBIE TJIa3a HEMHOTO IIPUILYPUIUCH.

«JTOT MyXK4YKHAa ceryac HalOJIOBUHY MEPTB, a XeHI[MHa TaKasd HeXHasd U XpyIKas, 3a4ueM MHe
OXOTUTBCA? - MOAYMaJ OH, - ITO ke bor nocnan MHe XeHy!

o6po u 3710 YacTO 3aBUCAT TOJILKO OT OJHOM MBICTTH. KakK TOIBKO 3Ta MBIC/Ih BO3HUKJIA, OHA OyIHO
paspociachk, Kak COpHSK. B3rmsan oxoTHuKa Ha Tao Te cTaHOBUIICS BCe 0Oojiee IMBIIKUM, 0COOEHHO
KOTTIa OH 3aMEeTHJI ee U3SIIHYI0 GUTYPY, KOTOPasi CKPhIBAIACh IO €€ MOIYBLICOXIIEH ONekI0M, 1 9TO
BBI3BAJIO B HEM Kap.

BHe3amHo 0H CHSJI KOT4aH, 0TOPOCHI ero B CTOPOHY U IIarHyn K Tao Te.

Tao Te ”HCTUHKTHUBHO OTCTYIINJIa, C U3YMJIEHUEM TJIsAOA Ha HETO.

- 4T1o TH menaemnib?! - BOCKJIMKHYJIA OHA.

OXOTHUK IIOTHPaJ PyKH, Ha er0 TEMHOM JIMlle IPOMeJIbKHYJIa ITOX0TIUBas YIIbI0Ka.

- Munas geByIlKa, s BUXKY, YTO PaHEl Ha TBOEM MyXKe 04eHb CepPhe3Hbl, ¥ He (akKT, YTO OH CMOXKET
BBIXKUTh. MBI BCTPETUIIUCH T10 BEJIEHUIO CYObOHI, TaK 1moyeMy Obl TeOe He MONUTHU CO MHOM M He CTaTh
MOeU KeHOou?



Tao Te OlllapallleHHO 3aMepJia. OnHa HMKaK He OXHfajia, YTO CIIaCUTeJIeM OKasKeTCs KOB&pHBIfI 3Bepb!

Ee ceplle cuibHO CKaloch, OHA yBOpauuBasiach, OHHOBPEMEHHO I'HEBHO KpHUya:

- 4 npenynpexpaio Teb6s, He JIe3b KO MHe, HHa4e S TOUHO yObio Tels!

OXO0THHUK OBIT XOJIOCTSIKOM, JaBHO HE UMEBIIKM [iejia C XKeHIIMHAMH, U Telepb, BUOSI ee TaKoH, OH
IIOYYyBCTBOBAJI UHTEPEC. YIEIOKa Ha ero JIuile CTaja elle spye.

- Vonemmb Mens? Thl, cnabasi MajieHbKasi IeBOYKa, He CIIOCOOHast COMPOTUBNAThCS? KTo Koro yonerT,
ellle HeU3BECTHO.

CxkasaB 370, oH ObIcTpO Opocuics K Tao Te, CITOBHO THeHa, NOBSIINAs HOOLIYY.

Tao Te CTapaliaCh YKIIOHATLECS, HO HEOXKHNOAHHO CIIOTKHYIIACh O HOKprTbeI MXOM KaM€eHb U
HEYKJIIO2KE yIIaJla Ha3al, CUJIbHO YIaPUBIIHUCE. OHa MoYTH ClIOoMana KOI4YuK, U CKpUBHIIACh OT 60)'[1/1,
HO OHa He MOTI'JIa XKIOaTb obJieryeHus u CpPa3y XKe IIOIbITaIaChk BCTATE.

OpHako, efjBa OHa CeJla, Kak OXOTHHK y2Ke 0Ka3aJiCs Iepeq Hell U YCMeXHYJICH:

- Xa-xa, KpacoTKa, Kyna Thl cO0MpaenIsCs?

Tao Te MonTya CxBaTH/Ia OKA3aBUIUICS PSIIOM KaMeHb. YBUIEB, YTO OXOTHUK COOMpaeTCs
HAKJIOHUTHLCS, OHA MOHSIA PYKY ¥ IPOH3UTENIBHO 3aKpUyaa:

- Aaa!

B cnepytomuit Mur 6arpoBasi KpoBb CTPyeH XJIbIHYIa, KaK M3 JIOMHYBIIETro KpaHa, OKPOIIKB ee IIeKH 1
omexny. Temnsoe ¥ TUIKOe OIIyIeHHe 3aCTaBUIIO €€ OLIeTIEHETh.

Tao Te pacrepssHHO 3aMepiia. OHa NOfHsIA I71a3a, HANPsAKEeHHO U30THyJIa LIel0 U IOCMOTpera Ha
KaMeHb B CBOEU PYyKe.

OHa... OHa [laXke He ycIlela UM YOapHUTh!

['ma3a 0XOTHUKA PACIIMPUIIKACH, Ha ero rpy0oM Jiuile OTPA3UIUCh 10K U 37106a. BMecTe ¢ OBICTPHIM
pacIIMpeHNeM 3PaYK0OB €TI0 KOPEHACTOe W MOIIIHOe TeJI0 MeIJIeHHO afgasno B cTOpoHy. Ha mecte
OonbIION apTepuu Ha ero iiee ObUIO0 IITy00KOe 0TBEPCTHE pa3MepoM c 60JbIoH majen. Anas KpoBb
ITPOMOIKasia BEITEKATh U3 PaHbI, 3aJIUBast €T0 JIULIO...

Tao Te mouyyBcTBOBasa X0JIOMIOK B cepatie. OHa MPUIIOHSIa I'0JIOBY, a CBeXKas KPOBb, OPBI3HYBIIISS



Ha ee J100, MEIJIEHHO CTeKaa, 00pa3ys mepef riia3aMu KPOBaBEIi QHUIIBTD.

B aToM 3aBopaxuBawIleM KPpOBaBO-KPaCHOM CBeTEe OHa YBU[EJIa COrHyBIIerocs B nosce [Isu Ausg. Ox
KPENKO CXKUMaJl 0OXOTHUYBIO CTPEJTY, OCTPHE KOTOPOii OBIJIO IIOKPHITO KPOBBIO. ITa I'ycTas KPOBb
TakKKe IIOKphIBaJia €ro AJIMHHLIE MaJIbIbl C Y€TKO BEIPAKEHHBIMU CyCTaBaMU.

Ha ero omexme Oblia KPOBb, X0JIOOHOE GeJioe ¥ IMpeKpacHoe JIUI0 Toxke ObIsI0 B KpoBU. Ero rimy6okue
YyepHbIe 3payKy, Ka3aa0Ch, TaKKe ITOKPHIBAI 10 KpoBu. OHHU yKe He 00/1agaau 00bIYHOM
HEKHOCTBIO, 0€3MSATEeXKHOCTBIO B CIIOKOMCTBHEM. BMECTO 9TOTO OHM HU3/Iy4aly TYCToe YOHUICTBEHHOE
HaMepeHue, KEeCTOKOCTh ¥ MPaYHOCTh, CJIOBHO TEMHEBIE ITOTOKH, OYPIISIINe O CIIOKOWHBIM 03€POM.
9TO HETPEKJIOHHOEe [aBJIeHNe 3aCTaBIISI/IO0 3a0ePKUBATh ObIXaHUE.

910 BCe ere... [1a1 Adup?

Tao Te mMPOKO OTKPHINIA I'/Ta3a U TYIO YCTaBUIACh Ha HETO. B ee MO3Ty IapuyI Xaoc, OHA TOJIBKO
olyIIana, YTo mepey Hel CTOUT abCOTIOTHO HE3HAKOMBIN YEJIOBEK.

MyxurHa YpOHUI CTpeJly, KOTOPYIO JepxKaJl B PyKe, 3aTeM IIONHSAJ PyKaB U JIETKO CMaxXHyJI [IATHA
KDPOBHY C JIUIIa, Jeflasl 9T0 Me[JIeHHO U U34IIHO. KpoBb CMEINa I'PsA3b C ero jaulla, 00HakXUB €ro
BBIpA3UTEIIbHbIE YepThl. Ha mogbopoake ocTamach HEMHOT'O KPOBH, YTO N0OABUII0O HEMHOT'O
cB0e00Opa3HOM MUCTHYECKOM ITPUBIEKATEIbHOCTH.

OH Me[IeHHO HaKJIOHUJICS BIIEPE, MPUBLIYHO MIPOTSHYB K HEM MPaByi0 PYKY, HO, OIIYCTHUB TJa3a,
yBU[ETI, YTO IIpaBasi pyka BCA B KpoBu. Crerka cIBUHYB OPOBH, OH yOpas ee U CMEHHUTT Ha JIEBYIO

PYKY.

CrpoiiHas, cuMIaTHu4Hasi, YucTas JieBas pyka 0e3 ciiefloB KpPOBH.

Ero y3kue ry6ul cjieTKa pacKpPBIUINCE, TOJI0C OBIT HU3KUM, XPHUIIJIBIM U KPaiHe HeXKHBIM.

- A-Te.

Tao Te He ABUHYNACh C MeCTa, TOJIBKO yCTaBUIach Ha HETO.

[Toi1 AHP HAaXMYpPHUJICS, €r0 PECHULB CIeTKa OnyCcTunuch. OH ucnyran ee?

OH CHSIJT IPSI3HYI0 BEPXHIOIO OEeXKAY ¥ MEeIJIEHHO IIPUCEeST Ha KOPTOUYKHU. XOTS OH OBIJT OUeHb ClIalbIM,
HO BCE PaBHO XOTeJI OOHSTH CBOIO MAJIBIIIKY, CKa3aTh el, YTOOLI OHa ero He 00sIach.

OH mpucen mepen Hel, 0TOPOCKT KaMeHb, KOTOPHIH OHa BCe ellle fiepzKalla B pyKe, ¥ 0CTOPOXKHO
TIOMHSI PYKY, JIETOHBKO TIOTTIA[UB ee TI0 TOJI0Be. YBU/IEB, YTO OHA HE OTIPSIHYJA, CEPALE, KOTOPOe
CKaJIoCh Y HETO B I'PYAH, UCIHITAI0O OECKOHEYHYIO PALOCTh.



OH HEeXHO YJBIOHYJICS:

- A-Te, He OoticH...

OH maxe He YCIieJI ITIPOU3HECTH CJIOBA «3TOT'0 IIPHMHIIA», KaK ABE MATKHE PYKKW BHE3aAIIHO 00XBaTUIIH
€ro 3a TaJIHuIo.

- Byy-y-y-y...

Tao Te 6pocunack B ero 00bSTHUS, €€ MaJIeHbKO€e JINYUKO IJIOTHO MIPUKAJIOCh K €T0 TPYOH, CIIEe3HI
maganu, Kak OyCHHBI ¢ 000pBaHHOM HUTH.

- By-y-y, 9 ucnyranach 1o CMepTH, MHe OBUIO TaK CTPAIIHO...

OHa BCXJIMIIBIBAJIA U PhIflasia, CIe3bl U COIIJIK JIETEeJIN BO BCe CTOPOHEI, KaK y pebeHKa, KOTOPOro
o0upeny Ha yulle ¥ KOTOPHIM BEPHYJICS B CBOM TEIJIBIA U CTaOUIIbHBIN IOM.

B rpynu [Isii dHs pa3aunoch BilaxkHOe TEeIJI0, KOTOpOe IPOHUKAJI0 CKBO3b KOXY U
PacIpoCTPaHUIIOCh II0 BCEMY TeJly, IOCTeIIeHHO paccnabiisas HaTIHyTYI0 CTPYHY, a CyXoe,
MCTOLIEHHOE Cepfille Havaso IpopacTaTh 3eJIeHEIMU To0eraMu.

Oxka3zanoch, oHa He 6o0sinach ero, a OvlnIa ITPOCTO IIOKHPOBaAHA.

Ona, BCe-TakKH, BCETo JIUIIL MaJIeHbKas OeBOYKa...

ITO NOHMMaHNEe MTHOBEHHO IIOTHSIJIO €T0 HaCTpOeHue. On KPEIIKOo OOHSITI ee U JIETKO ITOXJIONA ee 1o
CIIMHE, IIeIIOTOM CKa3dB:

- A-Te, THI MOJIOiell, BCE B IMOPSAKE. ITOT IJIOXOM YEJIOBEK YKE YCTPaHEH.

[Toka OH HeXKHO YCIIOKAuUBaJl ee, OH KpaeM I'Jla3a 3aMeTH/I HEIIOIBUKHOE TeJI0, ¥ ero B3TJISH CTajl
XOJIOOHBIM U KeCTOKMM. Ecniu Obl He ObIJIO HEYIOOCTB B TaHHEIM MOMEHT, OH OB TOUHO pa3pe3an
3TOT0 JEP3KOT0 3BEPS Ha THICSIYY KYCOYKOB.

Tao Te ycTasa miaKaTh ¥ BHICBOOOOMUIIACH U3 €r0 00bsATHii. Ee YepHEle, KaK CMOJIb, T1a3a OBIIH
MOKPEBIMHY, C IJIHHHBEIX H30THYTHIX PECHUII CBUCAIA XPYCTANbHEIE CIIe3Hl, YTOJIKY TJIa3 MOKPACHEeIH,
CJIOBHO ¥ MaJIeHbKOT'0 KPOJIHKA.

- 9TO BCce MOSI BUHA, MOsI BUHA. §1 MyMaJia, 4TO HaIllJIa YeJioBeKa, KOTOPEIH ITOMOXKET HaM, HO
0Ka3aJI0Ch, YTO OH CKPHIBAJI TaKOe 37100HOEe HaMepeHwue, - OT CIIMIIKOM CHIBHOTO IJlavya ee CJI0Ba
OBLTH TPEPBIBUCTHIMHU, @ BCE TEJIO IPOXKAJI0 OT COXKAJICHHUS.



XonopmHble TambIlkl [198 SHS 0CTOPOXKHO BRITEPIH CIE3H C ee ulla. ETo ria3a mepemnoaHsiia
HEXXHOCTB, ¥ OH YCITIOKaWBaoIIe CKas3al:

- He Bunu ce0s1, 4enoBedeckoe cepille Ype3BhYaiiHO CI0XKHas MTyKa. [Ioxue oo He TUIIYT Ha
CBOEM JIHIlEe «IIJI0XO¥», IIpaBaa?

Tao Te mopruyna: «...»

XOTb 3TO U TakK, OHa BCE PaBHO He MOT'JIa ITepeCTaTh BUHUTH cebs1. He moBe3no, OelCTBUTEJILHO He
II0BE3JIO.

[Tsi1 AHb OMyCTHUII I'JIa3a U MOJyIIyTS-II0IyCePbe3HO0 CKa3al:

- Xopottio, ceiiuac He BpeMs [J1s ciie3. d melcTBUTENbHO He MOry 6obile fepxkaThes. Tao Te,
ofyMau, 4To fiejiaTh, XOPOLIO?

Tao Te BHe3amHo npuiina B cebs. a, [1s11 AHb BCe elre cTpafiaeT OT BEICOKOM TeMIIEPATYPH], U OH
TOJIBKO 4YTO C TPyAOM yOus denoBeka! Teneps ero COCTOSIHYE JOJIKHO OBITH y2KaCHBIM!

Temneps y Hee U B MBIC/ISAX He ObI0 NtakaTh. OHA BHITEPJIA CJI€3bl PYKOi U MOCIIEIIHO IIOMOTJIa eMy
CeCThb, HAaOyB IIEeKHU.

- Bel oTmoxHUTE, A... S MIOUAY U HalAy mrofmed. B 9ToT pas g moiay mo mepeBHU u cobepy GOobIIyio
rpynimy Jjirogen. 4 He Beplo, YTO BO BCeU iepeBHe eCTh TOJIbKO IIJIoXue JIIonu!

Bups, kak oHa HACTOMYHUBO U PEIUTEIIbHO CKUMAET KYyJIaKH, [Ta11 AHB OJHOBPEMEHHO HaXOOUJII 3TO
3a0aBHBIM U 049apOBATEJIbHBIM. Ero maneHnbkas IIpuHIIeCCa OblJIa TaKOM MMJIOMN.

Opuako npexpe yeM yitT, Tao Te B3rIsgHYJIa Ha OCTHIBIIEE TEJI0 OXOTHUKA, ¥ CepPXKUBas XKelaHue
BOTKHYTB B HETO ellle HECKOJIbKO CTPeJI, CKaJjla 3yOhl U MOTalllKjIa ero K peke.

[Ts11 dHb crerka o3agadyeHHO CIPOCHUIT:

- Tao Te, 4TO THI menaeIib?

Tao Te, He ornsaOLIBasiCh, OTBETUIIA:

- Mu OOJI2KHBI Y6paTb TPYII, ”HQ4Y€, KOT'd CIIaCaTeJIu ITPUOYT U YBUOAT ME€PTBOTIO Y€JIOBEKA, OHU
TOYHO HE IIOMOT'YT HaM.

[Ta#t dHb TOCMOTPET Ha ee CIIOKOWHBIN U PEeIIUTEeNbHbIM TPOGUIb, ¥ €T0 TOHKHE T'yObl cXKanuch. Ecmu



Obl y Hero Obsio G0JIbIlle CUJI, el He IPUIIIOCh OBl MapaTh CBOU PYKH.

Bckope Tao Te cupsiTana Tpyn B TYCTOM KyCTapHUKE Y PEKH, a Takxke BriOpocuna omexny [1au fAns,
KoTopas Oblyla McllaukaHa KpoBbi0. OHa OBICTPO CMBIIa ¢ ce0s1 KpoBb, HAMOYMIIa PyKaBa PeYHON
BOJIOM ¥ BEpPHYJ/IAacCh, YTOOEI OTTEPETH MSATHA KPOBHU C 1911 fAH4.

Y6enuBIInCh, 9YTO HA MeCTe IPOUCIIECTBUS HET HUKAKUX cyiefoB, Tao Te ciomarna cTpeny Ha gBe
YaCTH U CIIPsiTajia MOJIOBUHY C HAKOHEYHHUKOM B pyKaBe. EC/M m03Ke OHM CHOBA CTONKHYTCS C
OTIIACHOCTHIO, e MPUOETCs I0JIaraThCs TOIbKO Ha cebs.

- Bame BricouecTBO, IIOOOXKOUTE MEHS, - CKa3asa OHa.

- Xopotio, - oTBeTun I1si1 AHL, 1€rKo ynuidasich, €ro Tojloc OblJT HeXKHBIM U U3SIIHBIM, COBCEM KaK
M3TrHAHHBIN 0ECCMEPTHBIN, KOTOPHIM TOJIBKO YTO CITYCTHUJICS B MHUP CMEPTHEHIX.

OpHa moe3[Ka - 9T0 He3HAKOMEIH IyTh, IBe TI0E€3IKH - YK€ 3HAKOMEIH, ¥ BOT, B TPETHH Pa3, IPOXOIs
TI0 3TOMY y4acTKy mopory, Tao Te uyBcTBOBaa cebst 04eHb YBEPEHHO.

Ha 3ToT pas oHa Ipolsa TOIBKO [IOJIOBUHY IIyTH, KOTTla YBUe/la 4eJI0BeuecKylo Gurypy.

HacropoxenHasi Tao Te ocTaHOBMJIaCh HA MTHOBEHME, KPETIKO CXKaJjla IOJIOBUHY CTPEJIH B pyKe, U
HEPBHO MIPOJOJIKUJIA CBOM IyTh. B 9TO BpeMs yKe HaCTYIUIIO YTPO, CBETUJIO PAHHEe JIeTHEE COJIHIIE,
¥ SICHBIN CBET IIPOHMKAJ CKBO3b T'YCTYIO JIUCTBY, OTOPACHBask MajleHbKKE OJIUKH.

Cpemu XpyCTSIIero Mopoxa OnafaiouIix TUCTHEB Ha JOPOTe TIOSBUIUCEH ABe GUTYPH, OOHA CTapas, a
Ipyrast Moyofasi. YBuaeB 3Ty mapy, pyka Tao Te HeMHOro paccnabunack. OHa GBICTPO IMOMAONITA K
HUM T00NIMKe U K3YMJIEHHO 3aMepIia, TSI Ha CTOSIBIINX Mepe[l Hel OBYX YeIOBeK:

- CTapuk, MaJIbYMK, 3TO BbI!

B 3TOT KpuTHYECKH MOMEHT 6E€CIIOMOIIHOCTH IPHUSITHO BCTPETHTEL 3HAKOMOT 0. [lepen Hel OblIH
MMEHHO Te [IBoe, KOTOPEIX Tao Te u ee CIyTHUKU BCTPETUIIHU Ilepef BX0OoM B ropop JIosH, Korma OHu
MPSATANUCh OT JOXK[SA B TOPHOM XpaMe!

Crapux Bce ellle OB B cepoM Ipy6oM xanaTe U Hec 6obiryio 6aMOyKOBYIO KOp3UHY Ha cniuHe. OH
nopotient 6yvKe U U3YMJIEHHO CKa3all:

- 'ocmmozka, Kak B 3[€Ch OKa3a/JIuCh? M B TAKOM COCTOSTHUU?



Tao Te B3mOxHYyNAa:

- 9TO monras UCTOPHUS.

Ona IIOCMOTPeEJIa Ha CTapHUKa 1 B3MOJIUJIACE:

- YBaxXaeMbI¥ TOCIIOONH, [T0XKaIyiCTa, IIOMOTUTe HaM. Moii MyX TSKeJI0 paHeH U He MOXKeT
nBuraThcs. He 3Ha0, MoXKeTe JIA BBl TOUTH U T03a00TUTHCS O HEM HAa HEKOTOPOE BPEMSI.

CTapuk CIpOCHUIIL:

- A BHI Kyna cobupaeTecs?

Tao Te cka3ana:

- MHe HYXKHO HAWTH Bpaya ¥ BEPHYThCS. AX, HE 3HAI0, CKOJIBKO eIlle TPUAETCS UITH, YTOOH
noOpaThCs 0O OEePEBHU.

Kak TonbKO OHa CKa3ajia 9TO, MaJleHbKUY BHYK, IPAUYIIUNUCS 3a CIIMHOU CTapuKa, HallOJIOBUHY
BLICYHYJI CBOIO I'OJIOBY U CKa3aJl ICHBIM I'0JI0COM:

- CTapHIaﬂ CeCTPa, He HY2KHO UOTHU MCKATh BPaia, MOM OeOyliKa CaM Bpa4, U eT0 MEOIUIIUHCKHEe
HaBBIKH IIPOCTO OTJINYHEIE!

Tao Te omapallleHHO ITOCMOTPENa Ha CTapuKa U CIIPOCHUia:

- YBaxKaeMbIY TOCIIOAUH, BBl Bpau?

CTapI/IK B C€POM XaJIaTe IIOXJIOIAJl BHYKA II0 T'OJIOBE XU CHOBA IMOAHSAJ I''tla3ad, MEJIEHHO KMBHYB:

- JIekapcTBO ¥ Bpay HEOTEeIUMEI, Bpad ¥ JIEKapPCTBO - eIUHOE I1eJI0e. MeCTHhIE XKUTeJIH U3
OKpPYXKaloIIUX IepeBeHb, Y KOTOPHIX OOJIUT I'0JIoBa, OOJIST I'/la3a UK LIes U IJIeY’, 4acTo
o0pallaTcs KO MHE 3a PEIeNTOM.

Ha aT0T pa3 oHa geiCTBUTENBHO Halllla cokposuile! Tao Te, ©3Ha4anbHO OLIyIIABIIAs yIIafgoK U3-3a
BCTPEUYM C OTBPATUTENIbHLIM YeJIOBEKOM, MTHOBEHHO HCITHITajIa UClleeHue!

Ona HaK/IOHUJIACH, CAeNaja IOYTUTENbHBIN TOKIIOH rnepen CTapukoM B CEPOM XaJiaTe U CKa3alla:

- YBaxkaeMbIY TOCIIOONH, [T0XKaIyiCTa, CllaCuTe MOero Myxa. Eciii Bel CErogHs IOMOXKeTe eMy, TO A



00s13aTebHO 0TOIAroapio Bac B OyAyIIEM.

Crapuk Mo14as, HO BMeIIaicsd MaJIeHbKUM BHYK:

- Crapmas cectpa, Tebe He HyKHO 6arogaputh. TH MOXKeIb UCIIeYbh HECKOJIBKO JIETIEIIEK C
IIPOLIIIOT0 Pa3a U TO CJIAAKOe U apOMaTHOe CYIIeHoe Msc0? ECu TH IPUTOTOBUIIL 3TO [JIS HAC, S U
MO¥ fefyIliKa momMoxem Tebe!

Tao Te He oXKupmana Takou HpOCB6bI, 1 Ha HEKOTOPOE BpeMdA 3aCThIJIa.

CTapI/IK CHOBaA ITOXJIOIIAJI BHYKA II0 I'OJIOBE X CKa3all:

- ToI, 062K0pa, U3-3a eIkl MaXkKe 3a CBOETO [AedYIIKYy TOBOPHUIIL?!

MarneHbKUYM BHYK C YIBIOKOM ITPUKAJICS K CTAPUKY:

- lemy1ika, pa3Be THl He X0Uellb ompo0oBaTh? B MPOIUIEI pa3 Thl CKa3aJl, YTo Jienelka Oblyia
O4YeHb apoOMaTHOM!

Crapuk noryagui cBo 60PORY U YXMBUIBHYIICS.

Manenbku#t BHYK ynbiOHyICS Tao Te Bo BeCh pOT U CKa3all:

- Crapiras cecTpa, Mo fiefymika cornacuscs! ITorigeM, moiaeM, moKa3kslBall [OPOTy, YTOOH TBOM
MyX He Hadas 0eCIIOKOUTLCS!

- Xoporto, Xopoio... - Tao Te mpumina B cebst ¥ TOPOIINBO mobmarogapuiaa 000ux, 3aTeM B3siyia ¢
co00¥i cTaprKa U ero BHyKa M Iolizla 06paTHO [0 TOMY Xke Iy TH.

*JIuHUU pycanku
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