['maBa 178 Ha 1or

Caiinac yCTaBHIICS Ha CTPAHHOE 3pEJIHIe, KOTOPOe, BO3MOKHO, HUKTO ¥ HUKOTHA GOJIbIlle He YBUMMT.
Y UIMPOKO pacCIaxHyTHIX BOPOT 3aMKa, OKPYXKEHHBEIX CHETOM TOJIIIHAHOM He MeHee BOChMH-IEeBSATH
GyTOB, CTOsI/Ta CBUTA JTIOIEH: BOCEMHAMIIATh II0BO30K, 3aMPSIXKEHHEIX COPOKA TPEMs JIOIIafbMHU, U eIlle
YeTHIPHA/IIATE - B PE3EpPBe.

BoOKpyr II0OBO30K CTOSI/IM COTHU PACTEPSHHBIX [YIII, BCe ellle HeJJOyMeBaloIIX, II0YeMy OHU [ieaioT
YTO-TO HACTOJILKO TJIyTIOe, KAaK MUTPALUS Ha 10T OCPEU 3UMEI - HET, TOCPeny X0I0oHOU BoHH,
3uMHI 3UM. TeM He MeHee, 3T0 ObIJT KOPOJIeBCKUH IMPHUKa3, CKPEIJIeHHBIH CJT0BOM IIpopoka, He
MeHbIIIe.

Ha Bcex GBITIO He MeHee TpeX CJI0eB OfIeZK/bl, HO BCe PaBHO YyBCTBOBAJICS X0JI0MA. BO3MOXKHO, 3TO
61710 BooOpaXkeHue, IIOCKOIBKY OHOTO BUla CHera ObLJI0 JOCTAaTOYHO, YTOOR! 3aMOPO3UTH AYIILY, HO,
TeM He MeHee, 3TO OLLI XOJIOI.

BaneH cupen B OOHOW U3 BeAYIIUX IIOBO30K, C OOKOB OT HETO PACIIONOXKUINChH PaiiHa, KOTOpas celyac
criana, [leppek, YuTaBIINY KHUTY, ¥ TJIaBHBIYA IBOPEIKUM CO CIyKaHKOX Ha IIPOTHUBOIIOI0KHOU
ctopoHe. Calinac Bejes eMy TOTOBUTLCSA K OTHE3MY, HO He ye3xKaTh 6e3 Hero. [I03ToMy Bce, UTO OH
MOT CHeJIaTh, 3TO 0CTaBaThCS Ha MECTE.

Tak oH mpocufen ellle MOYTH MOJIAHS, TOKA CHAPYKK He Pa3fasics BIACTHHIN OKPHUK, Pa30yIUBIINM,
HakoHel], Paiiny. [leBylliKa 3eBHya, Koraa [leppex BEHIIJIAHYI U3 OKHA BIallb, U €ro JIUI0 CTajlo
CTPaHHEIM OT YBU[IEHHOI0 3pefuiia. Bemb TaM, Boajieke, CTOsNa Iapa... CTPAHHO OfETHIX JII0OEeH.
Hert, Bo3M0xkHO, "ofeThx" ObII0 IpeyBeNnueHneM. B KOHIle KOHIIOB, OflHa U3 HUX OB ofeTa B
IIPOCTOE JIeTHee TyIaThe U 00CUKOM, a Opyroii Okl ofieT B OPIOKM AJIMHOM [0 KOJIeHa.

U Bce Xe 970 OBLIO faxke He caMoe CTPaHHOe 3peNullle - Befb I'ie Obl OHU HYU UM, CHET U 3UMa
CJIOBHO oTcTymnanu. Kasanocs, OHE NPOJIOKUTIY IIKXPOKYIO TPOITY, I'Mie Jaxe B riyOuHe X0I0gHOU
Bosnbl napuna cyma.



"Bynp s mpoKyAT", - mpobopmoTarn [leppek, momorast 6opromieMycsi BaneHy Toxke BHITJISIHYTH B OKHO.

"9t10... 3TO Canmac?"

"Tloxoxke Ha TO".

"Tlouemy... moueMy oH 6e3 ofgexXabl?" crpocu BaseH, co CTpaHHBIM BRIpaKeHUEeM JIHIIa.

qyeMy'’? K Ioxaj miedaMi. "O4eBUOHO, I K{ He YYBCTBYIOT X0y0ma".
"Tlouemy?" Jleppek moxa eda "Oue 0 opo e CTBYIOT x0JIoda"

“Torga 4To HaCYeT XKEHIIUHH PSAI0M C HUM?" IPOI0IXKal OO TEBAaThCA BaneH.

"KaxeTcs... Temno 00ToB 0XBaThIBAET BCEX, KTO HAXOOUTCS PSIOM. BO3MOXKHO, 3TO TO, YTO OH UMETI B
BUny?"

Caiinac HabmIoasn 3a AJIMHHOW BepeHHUIel TT0BO30K U JIIOfiel, YCTaBUBIINXCS Ha HETrO C OTIABIINMU
YeJIIOCTSIMHU, U 3a TOJI0OBaMHU, BBEITJISABIBAIONIMMY U3 I€PEBSHHBIX PaM. Allla CTOsI/Ia PSIAOM C HUM,
CHOepKUBasICh, YTOOBI He 3aXUXMKATh; B KOHIIe KOHIIOB, BCE OHM CMOTPEJIM Ha HEero TakK, CJIOBHO OH
OBLT KaKUM-TO 3BepPeM, a He 4eJI0BeKOM. B3JoXHYB U IT0XKaB IJieYyaMy, OH OBHUHYJICS BIIepPe[ U BOIIe
B 3aMOK, MPoOupasichk K II0BO3Ke BaneHa u 0CTaHABIUBASICh.



"Bce roToB0?" - CIIPOCHUIT OH NIPUHIIA, Y KOTOPOTO TOXKE OBIJI0O CTPAHHOE BHIPaXKeHUeE JINIIA.

"[la. Kak T8l ¥ mpocui. Mory 4..."

"Tel He MoXeIb", - mepebun Catinac. "Torga mpuKasbBad Mapi”.

Bckope mocse 3TOro B TYMaHHBIM ¥ CHEXKHBIY IeHb pa3fajiCs MOIIHBIA ¥ BeJIMUECTBEHHBIM 3BYK POra,
NOCTAaTOYHO I'POMKUM, YTOOBI BCKOJIBIXHYTh CJIOM CHEra, OKpPyXKaBIIue 3aMOK. ITO OBbIJT CUTHAJT -
CUTHAJ K Haydany. [To u3yMIeHHbLIME B3TJIsiHaMu Bce HabJIiomamy, KakK IyTh PacCTUIaeTCs u
BBICHIXAeT, a CHEeT pacceuBaeTCsl, KakK ObIM Ha BETPY. ITO ObLIO 3pesulle, He M0X0xkKee HU Ha Kakoe
IpyToe - Bedb MUP BOKPYT HUX OBIJT CHEXKHBIM U 3UMHUM, @ MUD PAAOM OBLI IIOX0K Ha BECEHHUM, XOTS
U JTUIIEeHHHIN 3e/IeHH.

Catinac 1 Allla CTOSI/IM BIIEPe[IH, IIEPBEIH 0CTOPOKHO IOTSATHBAJI BUHO, @ BTOpas 00TJIagbiBaia
nmucThs. [03au HUX TTaBHAs CTPazXa OIleluIa I0BO3KY, B KOTOPOH HaXOOuIacCh IPHMaHKa IPHHIIA.
970 OblNla caMasi YKpallleHHas TOBO3Ka U3 BCEX, IPeNHa3HAYEHHEIX 71 9TOH IIeJIH, B TO BpeMs KaK
HACTOSIIAs II0BO3Ka MPHUHITA ObZIa 0YeHb I0X02Ka Ha OCTa/IbHEIE U Obl7Ia TPEeThel B PsAdy.

910 O8I0 OeccMEBICTIEHHO, X0Ts Caliac HUKOTa He KajoBascs. IIpocTo Tak yCTPOEH MUP, HECMOTPS
Ha ero cuiy. Bo3HeceHue NpUHIa, KaK HA CTPAHHO, UMEJIO MaJjio OTHOIIEeHUs K cunie Cannaca. XoTs
OHa, BEPOSITHO, CHITPaeT CBOIO POJIb, B OCHOBHOM IIPUHII IOJIKeH OymeT yoenuts KoponeBCTBO B TOM,
YTO OH CIIOCOOEH BO3TJIABUTH ETO.

Hert, B KOHIIe KOHIIOB, BCe OyHOEeT 3aBUCETh OT CUJIBL, - B3mOxXHY I Caitac. 9To OB HE TOT MU, Te
KpaCHBhIE U I[BETUCTHIE CJIOBA MOTJIM KOPOHOBATh KOpoJjis. Tem Oosee uto Calinac He ObIT yBEPEH B
CBoel marnbHeldtied cynsbe. Ecnu ero xKu3Hb 000pBETCS, OH HE CMOXKET 3allUIlaTh IPUHIA. A
KajieKa, He CIIOCOOHBIN MOMHATh KUHKaJI, He TOBOPS YKe 0 Mede, BPSA JIh CMOT Obl IIPOTHBOCTOSTh
MOT'Y4YHM BE€TpaM HeI/I36e}KHbIX IepeMeH.



"YTo THI TaK BOJIHYeEIIbCA?" CIIPOCUIIa ero Ala.

"... 4TO MPOU30MAEeT B KOHIIE KOHIIOB", - 4eCTHO 0TBeTus Caunac.

"B kon1e? Thl nMeellb B BUAY KOHEL] cBeTa?"

"CmemIHo".

"4 yuaycn".

"Konen", - cka3as OH, OrJIsigeIBasich Ha3af. "Korma peGeHOK HaieHET KOPOHY, YTO OYAEeT Co MHOM?"

"Tsl OOUIITBCS, YTO CTAHEIIh, HAKOHEeI], CMEPTHHIM?"

"Bosblile HameoCch, YeM 0eCIIOKOI0Ch", - cKa3asl oH. "XOTs BCe ellle COMHEeBaCh".

"TlouemMy? Thl AEWCTBUTENIBHO TaK 30JI M3-3a TOTO, YTO HE MOXKEIIb YMEpPeTh?" - CIIpoCcusia OHa.

"... meno He B 3TOM", - 0TBeTU1 Cauac mocjie MUHYTHOIO MOT4YaHus. "[lef0 B HeonpeaeIeHHOCTH " .



"Heompenenensnoctu?"

"[IpryurHa, 10 KOTOPOU JIIOOU L[eHAT XKU3HB", - CKa3aJl OH. "DTO IOTOMY, YTO OHU 3HAIOT IIPELEeIbl.
MoxeT ObiTh, UM ucnonHutcs 60, 70, a MmoxkeT OBITh, Haxke 80 u 90. HeMHOTHe U3 HUX MOTYT Jaxe
IepelaruyTh IOPOT TPeX3HauyHoro yucina. Ho... 3To Bce. BCcKope mocine 3Toro NpuxonuT XKHeL.
bnaropmaps 3HaHUIO OHU MOTYT IIOCBSATUTh Ce0s XKU3HU. A KaK HacueT MeHs? Y MeHs HeT
YBEPEHHOCTH HU B TOM, HU B OPYroM. MoxeT OBITh, S YMPY Cpa3y II0CJie BHIIOTHEHUS KBECTa, a
MOXKET, TPOCTO CTaHy CMEPTHHIM. Mu, MOXKeT ObITh, ST CTaHY OEeWCTBUTENIbHO 6ECCMEPTHHIM U 6ymy
JKUTb Be4HO. UK eCTh KaKOK-TO OPYTOM BapHaHT, O KOTOPOM S lakKe He 3aJyMbIBajIC".

"¢ He O0IOCH HU CMEPTH, HU BeUHOM XKU3HU", - CKa3as OH. "¢ Hudero He 6010Ch, MpaBaa. IIpocrTo...
yCTaJ OT HeBeXkecTBa".

"... HO eCTb JIU YBEPEHHOCThH Y MPOCTHIX JIFOAEeN?" - CIIpocusia oOHa.

"Yro TH UMeeIb B BULY?"

"Kak MHOTO JTI0fiell 3aJaloTCsl BOIIPOCOM, eCTh JIX Opyras XXKU3Hb Iocje", - cKka3asa oHa. "Wmu OymyT
JIA OHM IlepepoxkaeHbl. CKONbKUX 3alllUINaeT JIXIIb HafleKaa, YTO MIECTbAECAT UIIU AEBSIHOCTO JIeT -
3TO elle He BCce, YTO eCTh B KU3HU? KpoMe TOro, 4To genaTh C TEMH, KTO yMUPaeT pPaHo?
HeBsaTuneTHu pebeHoK 3a00ieBaeT MUXOPAKOM U YMUPAET. A KaK XKe ero YBepeHHOCTh?"



"Hu B yeM HeT yBepeHHOCTH, Caiinac", - CKa3aja OHa, MATKO yiabei0asichk. "Bce XKUBYT C OMHUMU U
TEMU Xe CTpaxaMu lepef 3aBTpalrHuM gHeM. [IpocTo ux 3aBTpa HACTYIUT CKOPO, a TBOE - JaleKo.
Ho cTpax ofguH ¥ TOT XKe - 4To Oy#eT moToM?"

"Tvl TOBOPUIND TaK, KaK OYATO TH BEIIIE 3TOT0".

"Bpsap nu", - ycMexHyJach oHa. "4 60i0ch MHOTHX Belei. 1 6010Ch, YTO MOTY He BCIIOMHUTEL O CBOEM
cepple, KOTAa THl YMpEIIh B CIeAYIOMmuii pa3. g 6010Ch, YTO TH MOXKeIlb He BEPHYTHCS B CIEAYIOIIUN
pas, Korfia ympels. f 6010Ch, YTO THl YMpeIlb II0CJIE TOTO, KaK MaJIbYUK CTaHET KopojeM. 4 6010Ch,
YTO BpeMs Pa3BeeT Hallld YMBI U COTPET UX B HEOHITHE".

"... 4epT, I gymai, y Te0s eCTb HeMHOT0 MYKeCTBa", - C YXMBUIKOM nogkoson Canac.

"Pa3Be 51 He COBEPIIINIIA BeTUYANIINMi aKT MYyKeCTBa, BIIOOHUBIINCH B UeJIOBEKa, KOTOPHIM HE MOXKET
ymepeTn?"

"A pa3Be g He cHenan TO XKe caMoe C XKeHIITMHOM, KOTopas MOxKeT?".

"Ila, HO 3TO MPOKJISITHE - II0OKa THl KUB, Oyy XKUTh U 5. Bce KapTH B TBOMX pyKax. He ToOIbKO Mo
cynobba. Ho u ux Toxe", - OHa OrNIsHyach Ha oBO3Ky. OHU IIIK yKe IIOYTH ABaflaTh MUHYT, a
IIIOKUPOBaHHbBIE B3SOl BCe He McYe3anu. "He pa3oyapoBbiBail Hac".

"Xaa, THI JEUCTBUTENBHO BegbMa", - B3moxHYI Calinac, s Ha rps3Hoe He0o. "Mou KpolledHbIe
TIJIeYy He MOTYT BhIepaKaTh 00JIbllle HUKAKOTO Beca, IOHUMaellh?"



"Kpomreuynbie?" - OHa IOCMOTpeJIa Ha Hero Koco. "Eciu 661 oYM OBUTH ITHPe, MBI OBl Ha3BaJIk UX
MOCTOM"

"9T0 OBIIO XOPOIIOo".

"Cnacubo. Kak s yxke cKa3ana, 1 y4ych".

Iopora ctana 6e3MOIBHOM, IO KpaliHel Mepe, Buepenu. [1o3agy HUX, KaK KOBPHI, PaCCTUIIATIUCH
PasroBOPHI, MHOTHE U3 KOTOPHIX OBIJIX MTOJHE YOUBIEHUS U 071arOTOBEHUS, a BOIPOCH! MBI,
OnHako He OBUIO OTBETOB, KpOMe ofHOro - "[Ipopok". Myaprie U Hepa3yMHbIE ITPUITUCHIBATIA EMY
Kaxmoe 4y[o.

BaneH cHOBa BHITJISIHYJ M3 OKHA U IIOCMOTPETT B CTOPOHY, Ky[a BeJid 3T OBoe. Bce OBIIO Tak, Kak OH
u obelarn - myTelnecTBue ObIIO... TTIagKuM. [IpaBaa, eMy MPUILIOCh CHSATh HECKOJIBKO CJIOEB OfIEKIH,
TaK KakK eMy CTaJio CIMIIKOM xkapko. OH ObLI He OJUHOK - BCe TOHMUMAJIH, YTO TEMIIEpaTypa yXKe He
COOTBETCTBYeT 3uMHeN. Ka3amoch, YToO BeCHa HACTyNuIIa B IOJTHON Mepe, Ha I'J1a3 ¥ Ha OIIYIIb.

CpoenaB riy0OKHi BOOX, IIPUHI] IIOYYBCTBOBAJI, KAaK €0 JIeTKHe HAIOIHSAITCS Hamexkaoi. Korma ero
M3rHANIA Ha CeBep, OH AyMaJl, YTO YMpeT Ipexk[e, YeM CHOBA YBUAUT YTO-TO KPOME XOJIOTHOTO
kKaMHs. Hagexma Oblyla IOJTHOCTBIO YHUYTOXKEHA B HEM, U OH YYBCTBOBaJI ce0s1 6e3HaIeKHO
TIOKUHYTHIM U BHIOPOIIEHHEIM Ha 000YMHY XKU3HU. M BCe 3Ke, CIIOBHO KOCMUYECKHH map 60roB,



nosBuics Caiinac - CTpaHHbeI HpOpOK, He TIOXO0XKHM HYU Ha KOT0 U3 TEX, KOTO I/I306pa}KaJII/I B
HNCTOpPHUSAX, B34l Ha cebst OTBEeTCTBEHHOCTD U IIogapuiI eMy Me4Ty - Me4Ty O TPOHEe.

JTa MeuTa HMKOIa He MeHsIach, faXke Korja OH cTajl Kajekoi. OHa oCcTaBallaCh CHILHOM, BHICOKOM
U IbITaoIei. M Teneps... Teleph OHU eXajld Ha 10T, BeIOMble IIMPOKUMHU IjiedyaMu GUTypel, KOTOpas
Ka3asachk Beile Heba, u He 6osmuck. OH OymeT KoposeM, mmejo ero cepate. M on 6yneT HOCUTh
KopoHy. U mo Tex mop, moka oH OyHeT IapcTBOBaTh, y Hero 6ymeT [Tpopok, 4TOOH HAIPaBIsATh €TO0.
Ero ceppie meno 6e3 ycTanu, U faXxe ero paluoHaMbHEN YM Hadall yCKOIb3aTh.

qa CTaHy KOpOJIeM, IIogyMall OH. 4 mercTBUTENHHO CTaHy...
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