fu E OB MOTPSICEH, KOTTIa BOIIIEN B ITOA3EMHBIe PYyUHBI fuHacTuu IllaH. [Tepen ero rnasaMu
IIpeficTaza OrPOMHasi TOpoAcKas cTeHa. BricoTa cTeHnl Oriia 60mee 300 MeTpPOB, a UTO KacaeTcs ee
IMUPUHEL, TO fH E coBepIIeHHO He MOT ee OmpeaeNnuTh. B m060M ciydae, pyHHBI 9TOT0 JPEBHETO
ropopa 6bu Kak MUHUMYM B 10 pa3s Gonbine, yeMm FOKHOMUPHEBIN ropop!

HecMmoTps Ha TO, YTO rOpod HAaXOAMIICS IO 3eMJIeH, OCBeIeHHe 371eCh OBIII0 0YeHb XOPOIIKM.
KoneuHo, 3T0 OB HE COITHEYHBIHM CBET. ITO ObII CepeOPUCTHIN CBET, IIOX0KUM Ha JIYHHBIN, ¥ UCXOIUIT
OH OT 6eCUYHCIIeHHEIX CTPaHHBIX KaMHeH, T0X0XKuX Ha JIyHHEle KaMHU.

[ToBEPXHOCTH CTEHHI OBI/Ia T'YCTO MOKPHITA MIOTHEIM CJI0EM He3aBEPIIEHHEX M 3araJOYHBIX
TaJIMCMaHOB. XOTS 9TH TaJIMCMaHH yXKe YTPaTHIIU CBOe MeHCTBUe, UX IIOTHOCTh U (opMa BCe ellle
cnerka mokupoBany AH E. Bems Tu TanucMaHb Obtr TanucMaHaMu. Beib 9TH TaluCMaHE
IpefCcTaBysamu coboit TamucManHyo PopMaluio, KOTopasi OKYTEIBajia BeCh Topof. OmHa MBICITH 06
3TOM IIoKupoBana! He roBops yzke 0 TOM, YTO OH CMOTPEJI Ha 9TO CBOMMHU COOCTBEHHBIMHU TTTa3aMH.

"Kak 1 0Kuaanoch OT UMIIEPATOPCKOM CTONUIEI IIPEAbIAyINel TUHAaCTUH. [laKe eClIu CpaBHUBATH C
MMIIepPaTOpCKOU cTonulein Mmoei Benukon UMmnepuu LluHb, OHa BCe paBHO He CUJIBHO yCcTynaet!"
2KenmuHa B3gOXHYJa C YyBCTBOM, CTOSI 3a IpefiellaMy TOpofa.

fdu E npumien B ce0s1, KOTa YCIBIIIAI 3TO, ¥ €0 B3TJISA IePEMECTHIICS C TaTUCMAHOB Ha TOPOICKOM
CTeHe Ha BXOJ] B TOpOfI, y KoToporo 6osbiie He O6b110 aBepu. OH cka3an: "[laBaliTe BormeM!".

XOTsI OH ¥ XOTeJI BHUMATEJIbHO ITOHA0II0IaTh 3a IMIIEPAaTOPCKON cTomulel nuHactuu IllaH, oH He
3a0kBIJT, YTO C3aiM ero MpecienoBay iBa 3KCIepTa IjapcTaa [yxa.

KenmuHa KNBHYIJI4, a 3aTEM IIOCIIEIINIa 3a HUM.

Ha ypoBHe 3emmu, MaH Illu 1 MyXX4YrHa CPeOHUX JIET B 30JI0THIX JOCIIE€XaX CTOSJIM B IIPOTHBOCTOSTHUM
110 06e CTOPOHEI OT BXOfla. B 3TOT MOMEHT BhIpaXKeHUS UX JIUI] ObIIM KpaHe HEeTPUTIISTHBIMH.

C ux ypoBHEM KyJIbTUBALUK UM OBIJIO OBl OYEHB JIETKO JOoTHATH [IpodyHmepa CMepTHOTO AapCcTBa U
[Tpodyupmepa Llapckoro mapcTBa. OmMHAKO B UTOTe OHKU 00a HEe CMOTJIM UX NOTHATh, U UM O0CTABaIOCh
TUIIh HaOMmogaTh, Kak 0K, KOTOPHIX OHU XOTEJH IIpeciiefoBaTs, Bouutk B Pyunsl JuHactuu [Ilaw!

Koneuno, ecnu 651 y HUX He 661710 Koposst BonkoB, Ha KOTOPOM OHU ITyTeIeCcTBOBau, To AHb E u
JKeHIMHY 00g3aTenbHo OBl oMManu, U Tak ObIIo OB, maXke ecyid OBl OHU MCIIONTb30BaIK TanucMaHbl
Crpaiigepa. OgHako ¢ nomoinbio Koposnsg HuuToxkHBIX BONMKOB nX CKOPOCTE Oblla He TaKOW, KakK y
00BIYHOI0O YeJIOBEKa.

[To cune u HacTynatenbHEIM criocob6HOCTAM Kopons HuzoBeix BonkoB yctyman Kinany OrHEHHOTO
JIbBa, HO IO CKOPOCTH OH abcommoTHO npeBocxonun Kinan OraenHoro JIbBa. B coueTanuu ¢ TeM, 4To
Au E v XKeHIWHA COeslay IepBHIY LIar, MyXK41Ha cpefHux jeT U MaH [Iu He CMOT/IU UX OOTHATS.

[TocMOTpeB Ha BXO[ B PyHHBI, MyKUMHa CPeJHUX JIeT Ha MTHOBEHME 3aMOJI4all, a 3aTeM IIOBEPHYIICI
¥ IOCMOTpEJI Ha CBOUX ITOOYUHEHHBIX, II0CJIe Yero HerpoMKO Ipou3Hec. "Te, KTO JOCTUT
KOPOJIEBCKOTO IIapCTBa, BEIXOOuTe Buepen!”

Bce 3Tu IBOPLIOBEIE I'BapAEHIIHl OB ITPU3BaHEL B IIOCTIEOHIO MUHYTY, 1 JaXke OH, KOTOPHIH OB
nuRepoM, ObLT IPU3BaH B IIOCTIENHIOI MUHYTY, II03TOMY OH ObIJI COBEPIIEHHO HE3HAKOM C 3TUMU
CBOUMH NTOYMHEHHBIMH.

Ycnpimas romoc MY2KYMHEI CDEJHUX JIET, IIATh KaBaJIEPHCTOB HEMENJIEHHO BEIE€XAJIX BIIePe Ha CBOUX
BETPOKPEIJIBIX JIOMIaggaX.



Myx4uHa CpefHUX JIeT B3IJIAHYJI Ha HUX U CKa3asl: "Bce maTepo cleayuTe 3a MHOU BHU3, a
OCTaJlbHbIe OCTAHYTCS 3[EeCh Ha CTPaxe U OYAYT BEIIOJIHATH IPUKA3bl BUlle-KOMaHAyouero Cios.
KpomMme Toro, oTIIpaBbTE OJHOTO YeI0BeKa B UMIIEepHIo, 4TOOs coo01muTh Ero BenuuecTBy 060 BceM,
YTO 30€Ch IPOU30III0".

Kak TOIbKO OH 3aKOHYUJI TOBOPUTh, MyKUKMHAa CPeIHUX JIeT B3TNISHY Ha MaH [Ilu 1 moBen nsaTephx K
BXO[y B PYUHEL

HeCMOTpH Ha TO, YTO BHU3Y OBITIO OYEHb OIlaCHO, OH OOJI2KE€H OBLT CIIYCTUTBLCA.

[Totomy uTO eciu Ol IpUHIIECCA YMEPIIA, 3TO ObLIO OB IPEKPacHo, HO ecniu Ovl OHA cOexkaa ¢ KeM-
TO, TOTJ]A €T0 NeHCTBUTEIIFHO XK aia OBl TOIBKO CMEePTh, KOTHa OH BepHeTcs. Begs MMmepaTopckas
ceMbs 00JIblIIe BCero 3a00Tusiacs 0 ceoeM jutie!

MyX4YrWHa CpegHUX JIeT IPUBEJ Tyda CBOMX ITOMUMHEHHHIX, T09TOMYy MaH IIlu Toxke nepecTan
Kojie6aThcsi. [[oBepHYBIIKCH, OH M3Majl HECKOIHKO 3BYKOB B CTOPOHY JILBUHOTO ITpaiifia, a 3aTeM ToXe
BolIeJl B pyuHksl. Ceiidac ero 6osblile He BOJIHOBaJIa XKEeHIIIMHA, @ BOJTHOBAJI 3arafOuyHbIi MOJIOON
YyeJioBeK. X0POIIIo, eCIIX I0HOIIa OB TEMHBIM 3BEPEM, TPUHSBIINM YeJI0BeYeCKU 00JIMK, HO eClu
IOHOIIIa He OBLI TAKOBHIM, TO €10 CTAHOBUJIOCH 3araJOYHBIM U CTPAIIHBIM.

Benpb ecnu mrogy HaIIM CIIOCO0 MOOYMHUTE cebe TEeMHBIX 3Bepe171, TO 3TO, HECOMHEHHO, CTaJIO OBl
OT'POMHBIM 0enCcTBUEM [IJIsT TEMHEIX 3Bepef1!

Ha ynunax ropopa A E u XKeHIKHA ¢ TI000IBITHHIM BEIpaXkKeHUEM JIUIla HeIIPEPLIBHO OCMaTpHBaIl
OoKpecTHOCTH. [T Ha loMa B OKPECTHOCTSIX, ObIJI0O HETPYAHO IIOHSTH, HACKOIBKO MTPOLIBETAET
nuHactus [llan. Kpome toro, {1 E Gosblie BCero HHTEPECOBAJIO, TOYEMY 3TOT ONUHOKUIM MTOI3€MHBIH
ropop He ObUI XOJIONHBIM U ITyCTHIHHEIM, @ HA000POT, OBLI HEMHOT'O0 0KUBJIEHHEIM.

Ia, yIuIsl He TOJIBKO He OBITM XOJOOHBIMU U MYCTHIHHBIMHU, KaK OH cefe IpefCcTaBIIsi, 0 HUM
IIOCTOSIHHO XOJUJIH BBEPX ¥ BHHU3 MHOTOYHCIICHHEIE JTIogu. KOHeYHO, KOIMYEeCTBO JII0fiel 3Mech ObIIO
ropas3[o MeHbIle, YeM B TOPOoJax Haj 3eMJIeH.

fH E Obln elnie 60JIbllle YOIUBIEH TEM, UTO TPAKTUUYECKH Bce 9TH oy Ovunu [TpodyHmepamu IlepBoro
Heb6ecHoro IlapcTBa, 1 0H He Bunen HU ogHoro IIpodyHaepa Huxke [TepBoro HebecHoro IlapcTsa. To
€CTh, OPYTUMHU CJIOBaMH, OH OBLI HEMHOTO 0COOEHHBIM, TaK Kak Obl1 [IpodyHaepoM CMepTHOTO
I[apcTBa.

Cnabble 3aCIyKUBAIOT TOTO, YTOOH Ha[l HUMU U3[I€BAKUCh. DTH CJI0BA NEHCTBUTEILHO UMENH CMBICI.
[ToTOMy 4TO 3a 9TO BpeMs OH 3aMeTHJI HECKOJIbKO B3TJISIOB, B KOTOPHIX YHTAJIOCh 37T00HOE
HaMepeHue. Bce 6e3 UCKITIOUEHMS BITJISAE OB YCTPEeMIeHH Ha [IpoCTpaHCTBEHHOE KOJIBII0 Ha ero
masble.

K cuacThio, BCe OHM, Ka3a/0Ch, 00SITMCEH 3TOM XKEHIIUHE, KOTOpas IIJIa PSIOM C HUM, U HE CTaJd
HamagaTh!

[ToToMy 4TO 3Ta XKEHIIKHA UCIOJIb30BaJla KAaKyI0-TO TEXHUKY, YTOOBI IIOJTHOCTHIO CKPBITh aypPy CBOETO
KYJTbTUBUPOBAHMUS, M3-3a YET0 APYyrHie He MOTJIM ITOYYBCTBOBATE €€ KyIbTUBHUPOBaHUe. [laxe eciu
OpyT¥e He MOTJIM II0OYYBCTBOBATh €€ KYJIbTUBAIUIO, 3TO 3aCTABIIAIO X 60ATHCS ee elle Gosblie. Begsb
KaKuM OBl TTIYIIEIM YeJIOBeK HU OBIJI, OBIIO SICHO, YTO YeJIOBEK, KOTOPHIM CMOT NIPUUTH CIOfia, OBII
COBEPIUIEHHO He OOBIYHEIM 4eJI0BeKOM. Tak 4To, pa3 3Ta KeHIIWHA CMOTJIa CKPHEITh CBOIO aypy C



TIOMOIITbI0 KaKOK-TO TAMHCTBEHHOM TEXHUKH, 9TO 03HAYAJI0, YTO ee JIMYHOCTh OIPeneIeHHO He Obla
OOLIYHOH.

[ToaTomy, HECMOTpPS Ha TO, YTO OKpyXKalolle 3auHTepecoBanuch [IpoctpancTBeHHBIM KobijoMm,
KoTopoe Hocus fH E, OHM He OCMEeNUIUCH CeNlaTh HeoOyMaHHEBI} Iar.

Koneuno, fub E He 60${J'ICH, JaXe eCliu OBl 9TH pe6;{Ta BEICTYIIMJIN IIPOTUB HEro, HO JIYYIIIe OBIIIO
CTOJIKHYTBCS C MEHBITNMHU HEIIPUATHOCTAMU.

"ManeHnbpku# 6paT, Ha 3TOT pa3 Thl JOomKeH mobmarogaputh Crapmyio Cectpy. Ecnu 651 He CTapiuas
Cectpa, TO Tebs ObI y2Ke pa3opBajo Ha yactu!" JKeHIMHA HEXKHO YIbIOHyack: "BobInoi cecTpe He
HY2KHO HAYEro IIeHHOT 0, IIPOCTO flall CTapIlel CeCTpe HeCKOJIbKO BEICOKOK/IACCHBIX TaJIMCMaHOB,
KOTOPBIE THI ITOKA3bIBaJl CTAPINE CECTPe PaHbIlle, XOPOoIIo?".

du E momzxkan ryosl. Heyxemnu 3Ta XKeHIIMHA comia ¢ ymMa? OHa HeHCTBUTEILHO MHITAeTCS
BOCIIOJIb30BAThCSI MHOM!?

He obpamias BHUMaHUS Ha XKeHIIUHY, AH E ycKopuics u HampaBuics B I1y0b ropona. B HacTos1ee
BpeMs OH He 0E€CIIOKOHUJICS, UTO OHU eT0 NOTOHST, Bedb maxke caM fH E He 3HAaI, roe oH HaXOOUTCS.
Tak 4TO, axke eC/IU B 3TOM ropofie 1 OBITI0 OYeHb MaJlo JItofel, HalTH UX IBOUX B TAKOM OIPOMHOM
ropope OblyIo He O0JIbIle, YeM HCKATh UTOJIKY B CTOTe CeHa!

CrmenaB HeCKOJIBKO InaroB, fIH E BHe3ammHO OCTAHOBUIICS, @ 3aTEM ITOBEPHYJICS, YTOOH IIOCMOTPETh Ha
JKEHIMHY, KoTopas IIlJla C HUM, ¥ CKa3asl: "Ou, MH yKe cOexkaly 0T 9TUX TEMHBIX 3Bepell U iofiel,
TaK 4YTO YXOOUTE U JejaiTe TO, YTO AOJIXKHEL fenaTh. He Xoou 3a MHOMU, X0po1Io?".

2KeH1uiyHa TONBKO co0Mpanach 4YTO-TO CKa3aTh, KaK BAPYT K3-3a yTjla YJIUIH BHIIIKA ABOE MyXKYHUH B
YepHBIX ofgexpaax. O0oum ObIJI0 0KOJIO 23 JIeT, ¥ OHU OBUIM OYeHb II0X0XKY BHEIIHe, Kak OyATOo ObUIH
OTJIUTHI U3 OOHOU (popMbl. VX B3TNIaAsl ocTaHOBUINCE Ha [IpocTpaHcTBeHHOM Kornblie Ha pyke AH E, a
3aTeM OHHU IepeBeNy UX Ha XKeHUHY psaaoM ¢ fH E. Bonee Toro, noxoTs ¥ XXagHOCTh B UX IJla3ax
HUYYTh HE CKPHIBAJIUCE.

Yepubie OPOBY KEHIITUHLI CJIETKA COILIIKACH, KOTMa OHA 3aMeTHJIa UX B3TJISAAL. M3HavyaabHO OHA
cobupasack B3MaxHyTh XJILICTOM, HO BAPYT B3rJsgHyNa Ha AH E. Ee rnasa pa3bexanuck, ¥ OHa
OBICTPHIM I'PalliO3HEIM OBUKEHKEM oKa3anach mo3angu AH E. [Tocne 3TOro oHa C yKacoMm
npousHecyua: "Myx, s Tak 60ioch!".

A E cBupeno nocMoTpes Ha XKeHIMHY. C e€ ypOBHEM Pa3BUTHS, OHA Moria 605ThCS 3TUX IBYX
napHel, HaxoOsAIuxcs Ha ypoBHe [TepBoro Heba? JTa XKeHIKMHA SBHO COOMPaETCs UCIOIb30BaTh
MeHs!

[MTopgymas Tak, A1 E npuTaHys XKeHIMHY B CBOU O0BATHS.

KenumHa Oblta omenomieHa. OHa He oxupgana, yTo fAH E, KoTopeil Bcerna OblT BeXKJIUB, BOPYT
noBeneT cebs TakuM 00pa30M, U B TOT CaMBIii MOMEHT, KOTa oHa Onlna omenoMieHa, AH E
HaKJIOHUJICS ¥ YKPagKOU I0Ile/IoBal €€ HeXKHEBle ¥ KpacuBhle TYOHL. ITociie 3TOro OH CKa3al HeXKHBIM
rojiocoM: "He BOJIHYMCSI, HUKTO HE CMOXKeT IPUUYUHUTH Tebe Bpea, Koraa s 3mech!”.

TOnBKO UOUOT He BOCIIOIB3yeTCA PeNjIokeHueM. JTa KeHIMHa IpeIokKuiia eMy TaKy
BO3MOKHOCTH, M03TOMY fAH E, ecTecTBeHHO, MOMXKeH OBIT €10 BOCIIO/Ib30BaThCs. AHL E He Ol
IKEeHTJIbMEHOM, U 9Ta XKeHIIMHA UCIO0JIb30Bajla ero He OWH U He [Ba pa3a. Tak 4To, B KOHEYHOM
UTOre, Jaxe I0CJe TOro, KakK OH BOCIIOJIb30BaJICs €10, BBITOAY IOJIy4Ynia XKeHIIuHa!



XKeHIrHa OIIpaBHUJIaCh OT IIOKa, X B FHy@I/IHe €e I'JIa3 BCIIBIXHYJIAd SAPOCTE. FHY6OKBH JHEPIr'Hud B €€
TeJie BCKOJIBIXHYJIACh, X OHa OBlJIa TOTOBA BOT-BOT BCIIBIXHYTh.

OpHaKO B 3TOT MOMEHT BHICOKMM MYyXK4YKWHA B YEPHOM MaHTHM YCMEXHYIICS. "Monomomy OpaTy
OEeVCTBUTEILHO IIOBE3JIO0, YTO Y HETO TaKasl BENIMKOJENHAs XKeHa. Thl Be[lb BIEPBHIE 37IeCh, B PynHax
Iuaactuu lax?"

Au E yneIOHYJCS XKeHIMHE, KOTopas 37100HO0 CMOTpPeJia Ha Hero, a 3aTeM IIOCMOTPEJT Ha [IBYX
MYKYUH B YePHHIX OfleXKaxX U cka3an: "UTo 3a epyHpaa? A? Pa3Be Brl 00a He coOupaeTech 3aBlafeTh
MouM [IpocTpancTBeHHBIM KOJIBLIOM U CXBATUTh MOIO IIPeKpacHyo XKeHy? [IpocTo caenanTe wmar
IPsIMO, X0opoIro? Pa3Be MbI Bce He MOXKeM OBITh HEMHOT0 0oJiee MPSIMONTMHENHBIMU? ECTh JTU CMBICTT
TakK TepAaTh BpeMsa?"

O6a yeloBeKa B YEPHHIX OfexKmax ObUIH OIeIoMIIeH:. KTo MMEeHHO 3[ech 3aHUMaeTCs rpabexom?

OmpaBUBLIUCE OT II0Ka, OHU 00a 1300pa3uiid SpoCTHOe BEIPaKeHUe JINIA, a TOT, YTO IOBHIIIE U3 HUX,
SIPOCTHO cKa3an: "[lapeHs, TH IeNCTBUTEIHHO BEICOKOMEDEH, fa? MuI, OpaThsi, He UMeNId HUKaKUX
37IBIX HaMEePEeHUH 10 OTHOLIEHUIO K Tebe 10 3TOT0, HO IIOCJIe TOTO, KaK MBI YBUENIH, UTO THl Beflelllb
ce0s1 Tak BLICOKOMEPHO, Y HAC HET ApPyroro Beibopa, KpoMe Kak IpernofaTh Tebe YPOK OT UMEHU TBOUX

ponuTtene! Y 3actaButh Te05....".

OH ellle He 3aKOHYMJ TOBOPUTH, KaK MHMO IIPOMeIbKHYJIa HUTh CBETA MeyYa, a 3aTeM I'0JI0Ba
TOBOPUBIIIET0 BEICOKOT'O YeJIOBEKA B YEPHOM MaHTUM yKe B3jieTella B He00, Hecs ¢ co00i HUTh
CBexKeU KPOBH.
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