Bonk octanoBuics, a 44 E 1 XKeHIIHa, CUOEBIas Ha CIIMHE BOJKA, CMOTPeEIIN BIiepeq C O4YEHb
TSA2KEJIBIM BhIPDA2KEHUEM JIKIIaA.

[Tepen HUMM IPOCTHUPANACh TyCTast MECTHOCTb, HO 3TO OBISIM HE JIyTa, a TEMHbIE 3BepPH. YPOBHU
KyTbTUBUPOBAHUS 3TUX TEMHBIX 3BepE ObIM HEBHICOKY, B OCHOBHOM 3TO ObLIM TEMHBIE 3BEPU
TPETHETo U YeTBepPTOro paura. OHu He OB OOJIBIIMMHU TI0 Pa3Mepy, U OBIIU IPUMEPHO C
¢uroneToByio HOPKY. OmHAKO WX YMCIEHHOCTE Oblla MOUCTUHE yKacatoiei. OHU 00pa30BLIBaIN
IIJIOTHYIO Maccy, o MeHbIel Mepe, B 100 000 ocobeii, 1 oHa 6e3 KOHIIa yBeIUYHBaIach.

K cyacThio, 3Té TeMHEIE 3BepU He CTaju Hamnaaath Ha AH E u XkeHnmuHy. B IpoTuBHOM Ccily4yae, faxe
ecnu 0wl pssmoM ¢ HUM Obin1 Kopons Bonkos, fAH E mputinock Ok 6eXKaTh.

"9T0 MypaBbUHBIY POM MeTaliofel!" Mporu3Hecsa XKeHIMHa HU3KUM T'0JIOCOM, TSI Ha T'yCThIEe
3apOoCiy MypaBheB Iiepes Co00M.

Bexu A1 E neprynucek. OH cibllIaz 0 TAKUX TEMHBIX 3BepsaX. HecMOTps Ha HU3KYIO KyJIbTABALMIO,
maxke HeKOTOphHIe CBUPEIe BUAL B Benukux Mupramax rop He 0CMeJIUBaIiCh UX 00MXKaTh, TaK Kak
YX YMCJIEHHOCTD IIPOCTO IIOKUPOBasia. ATO OB He TOT BUMA, KOTOPHIM [ie/iall yIop Ha Ka4ecTBo, a
HACTOSIIUY BU, KOTOPBIN [esasl yIop Ha mo0eny YuciIoM.

"Tloxoxke, 3TOT TeMHBIY 3Bephb paHra [lyxa 3HaeT 0 HallluX HaMepPeHUAX, II03TOMY OH I10CJIal 3TUX
MYpaBbeB-MeTaJIIUCTOB, YTOOH moMentaTh HaMm!" 2KeHIHa cka3ana: "Miafmmit 6paT, XBaTUT 00
aToM nyMath. Ecnu y Tebs HeT cnocoba MpoiT Yepe3 HUX, TO MBI MOXKEM TOJIbKO 0exKaTh C JPYyroro
Hanpas/eHud. Te [TapHU [103a1 HaC HaXOOATCSA BCETO B HECKOJIBKUX IeCSATKaX BOOXOB BpEMEHHU OT
Hac!"

[TouyBcTBOBaB NMPUOIUKEHNE TPYIIIH (jlaMepoapCcKuX IbBOB U KaBanepuu, AH E coenan rioy0okuit
BIIOX, @ 3aTeM II0CMOTPENT Ha (p10JIeTOBYIO HOPKY U CKa3an: "ManeHbKUU OPYyT, IPUILI0 BpeMs Tebe
IIPOOEMOHCTPUPOBAThH CBOIO cuiy!"

Kak TonbpKO OH 3aKOHYUT ToBOpuUTh, fH E moxonan no nnevy Kopons HebecHeix Bonkos. OH o=
ero HaMepeHus U 3aBhUI, a 3aTeM OPOCUIICS Ha MypaBbUHBIM POH.

Au E BCe elle IMOMHUII CIIeHY, KOT'Ta MaJIbIII CITYTHYJI HOYHEIX IITHII.

HeBaxHO, 110 YPOBHIO Pa3BUTHUS WX YUCIEHHOCTH, MypaBbU-METAJIJIUCTH Iepef HUM HaMHOT'0
ycrynanu HouneM [ITumam.

BripaxxeHue nuija XKeHIUMHL U3MEHUIIOCH, M OHA IOYTH CIPHITHYJIA CO CIIMHH BoKa. Heyxenu sToT
YeJI0BeK UIIET CMEPTH?

B TOoT MOMEHT, KOoTfla OHa Koyebanach, peiraTh €M C BOTYbEN CIIMHBI UM HET, Iepef] POeM MypaBheB
II0Ka3ajach GpuoIeToBast HOpKa, KOTopas cTosiyia Ha miede fAH E. XKeHuuHa Oblyla mopaxeHa.

[Tox ©3yMJIEHHBIM B3TJISIIOM KEHIIUHEI U3 TeJla GUOJIETOBOM HOPKYU BAPYT BHIPBAjach HUTh
HEBUIUMOTO NOCTOMHOTO MaBlieHus. Kak TOIBKO 3TO MOCTOMHOE HaBjIeHMe MOsSBUIOCh, MypPaBbHU-
METaJIIOMCKATEeNTH, CIOBHO CTONIKHYBIIUCH C BETMKUM BParoM, MTHOBEHHO OTXJIBIHYJIM Ha3afl, Kak
IpUIUBHAsA Bofa. Takas cieHa Oblyla MOMCTHUHE BEJIMKOJIEHA N0 KPalHOCTH.

[Tomo6HO TOMY, KaK Manbl oTyrHya HouHbix ITTur, MypaBeu-MeTanmoqu Havyaau HamagaTh Ha
cBoux cobpaTtbeB, 4TOOH yOexkaTh KaK MOXKHO CKopee. MOXHO cKa3aTh, UTO OHU CIIacaluCh OErcTBOM
yepes TPYIEI CBOMX coOpaTheB!



Habmoast 3a 3TOM CIieHOH, XKeHIIIMHA 3a CIIMHOU AH E mMMpoKo packphlia I'/la3a, a Ha ee JIuIe
0Tpas3usICA IIOK. ITa ClieHa Mepefl ee rila3aMy JeUCTBUTENIBHO MOTPsicia ee. ITo 6110 6Gosee 100 000
MypaBbEB-MeTaor. [laxke sKcIepT HapcTia [yxa momxeH Obin Ob1 n36erats ux! Ho 4ToOH OHU
yberanu 1mocje TOoro, Kak 3TOT KPOIIeYHEIH YeJl0BeueK HeCKOJIbKO pa3 B3MaxHyJ Korramu? bosee
TOT'0, OHU OEryT II0 TpyIlaM CBOMX cOOpaTheB? JTO U eCTh JlereHAapHoe NaBleHre, UCXOMsIlee OT
OpakoHa?

duoneToBas HOPKa YOOBJIETBOPEHHO KUBHYJIA, YBUMIEB CIIaCaIOLIUXCSI MypaBbeB-MeTaIlor, a 3aTeM
BepHYyJach Ha myedo fH E u motepnachk ronosoii o nuuo AH E, CIIOBHO XKejas IOXBAJIUTLCS CBOUMU
OOCTHXKEeHUSIMH!

Aup E 1poTsSHYN pyKy, 9YTOOHI IIOTJIaAUTh MaJIbila 10 TOJI0Be, @ 3aTeM C yNIBIOKOM cKa3am: "Thl
XOpOIIIO cIIpaBuics. YTo KacaeTcsl TBOel Harpapsl.... B mo0oM ciiydae, Bce, YTO €CTh Y MEHS - TBOE.
BepHo, Bce, 4TO eCThb y Te0s, Toxke Moe!".

Kak TOnbKO OH 3aKOHYMJI TOBOPHUTH, Muilo AH E mokpacHero.
Manrim 6611 HaMHOTO Goraye ero, I03TOMY OH He BO3HarpaxXmasl ero, a mojb30Bajcs um!

®uosneToBas HOpKa IIOCMOTpesia Ha XKUBOT fH E, a 3aTeM nocnemHo KuBHyna. Ee 60bille HU4ero He
BOJIHOBAJI0. OH 3HaJI TOJIBKO TO, YTO KPOIIEYHKIM BUXPh MOKHO CUUTATh CBOUM.

"ManeHnpku# 6paT, 4TO 3TO 3a TeMHEBIHM 3Beph?" TeM BpeMeHeM KeHIIMHAa He CMOTIJla ClepKaTh
MIO0OTIBITCTBA U 3a7ajia 3TOT BOIIPOC.

Adu E o0epHYJICS U TIOCMOTPET Ha Hee, ITOCJe Yero ckalast: "[lyMmaels, s Tebe pacckaxy?".

KenmuHa mopzkasa ryosl ¥ 00oJibille He 3alaBajia 3TOT Bompoc. OHa MPOCTO C TI0OOIEITCTBOM
CMOTpesa Ha (proIeTOBYIO HOPKY Ha miede AH E. OHa x0Tenna moTporats ee, HO T000s1ach, 4TO
MaJIbIII PACCEPAUTCS, ¥ 0TKa3ajach OT 3TOU UIEH.

"Kak 310 Moryo cnyunThea?" Ha mulle KyapsaBoro 60pogaToro MyK4YUHH IIOSBUJIOCH 03ajladeHHOe
BhIpaXKeHue, KOrga OH YBUAEI, YTO MypaBbUHBIM POl MeTanofer OTCTyaeT, Kak MpuIMBHAasa BOAa.
MypaBpuHEIH poii MeTanonen o ero Nprka3y IOCTaBUJI 3aCJIOH 3TUM ABYM JIIOOSAM U LIapio 3BEpel.
[To moruxke Belew, maxe ecinu OBl 3T OBa YejoBeKa OBUIM 9KCIIepTaMu IlapcTBa [lyxa, y MypaBbeB-
MeTaJlJIoucKaTesel He XBaTUIO Ob CMEJIOCTU OTCTYIIUTh 0€3 ero IpuKa3a.

OmHaKo ceiyac MypaBbU-METANIOMCKATEIM OTCTYIIUIIN TaK, CIOBHO CTOJIKHYIKCH C FiMImepaTopoM
3BEpeH, U 3TO MIPUBEJIO0 KYAPSIBOTO 60POIATOr0 MyKUKMHY B IIOJTHOE HEOYMEHUE.

"MaH IIIu, mouyemy 3BepoueioBeK 13 Baiel Mmnepunu TeMHBIX 3Bepei noKeH ObITh Hae3MHUKOM
s yemoBeka?" B 50 MeTpax OT TEMHBIX 3Bepell MyK4Y/WHa CPefHUX JIET B 30JI0THIX JOCIIeXax
CMOTPeJ Ha KyapsBOro 60pPOAaToOro MyK4YUHY U TJTyOOKKUM TOJI0COM 3afaBajl 3TOT BOIIPOC.

HecMoTps Ha TO, YTO ceiiyac OHM OBUTM KaK OTOHb U BOJ@, 3TO OBIZIO TOJTBKO PAf¥ TOM KEHIITHHEL.
Ecnu Obl Ta XKeHIIKMHa cbexXara, To y HuX 00oux Obiyid OB cepbe3Hble TPoOieMbl. TakuM 06pa3oM,
OHM IOCTHUTJIM HEKOEero MOIT4ajIMBOT0 B3aMMOIIOHMMAaHUS U YMEPUIX CBOI Bpaxay. KoHeuHo, Korma
OHM HAaCTUTHYT 3Ty XKEHIIUHY, UX CTOPOHHI HE CMOTYT n30exkaTh OMTBEL. [I0TOMY 4TO OflHa CTOPOHA
X0Tesla YOUTh XKEeHIIUHY, a Ipyras - OCTAaBUTh €€ B KUBHIX.



KynpsiBeiii 6opomay 1mo uMenu Mans 11 X010HO ITOCMOTPEIT Ha MYKYUHY CPEIHUX JIET, a 3aTEM
cKasas: "9To ompenesieHHO ITOTOMY, YTO YeJI0BeK MCIIOJIb30Bajl KaKyl0-TO CEKPETHYIO TEXHUKY, YTOOBI
KOHTPOJIUPOBATh KOPOJIS 3BEPE. B IPOTUBHOM ClIydae, IIpU TaKOu TOPHOCTH 3BEPUHBIX KOPOJIeH, KaK
OHM MOTYT CTaTh HOOBIYEl YenoBeka? Kak TONBKO 5 MOMMal0 ero, s TOUHO 3aMyy4alo ero o CMepTH!
[Tocne sToro s nosery ero Tejao B beague CMepTy B KayeCTBe IpenynpexXaeHus BceM mogam!"

Myxu4rHa CpefHUX JIeT Ha MTHOBEHUE 3aMoJi4all, a 3aTeM cka3ajl: "MaH Iy, KaK TH AyMaells,
BO3MOZKHO JIF, YTO 3TO He YeJIOBEK, a TEMHBIN 3Bepb, KOTOPHIY yKe MPUHSI YeJIoBeUeCKui o0nuKk?".

Takast MBICJTb IIOSIBUJIACh B €T0 TOJIOBE YKe MaBHO, KOT7la OH BIIEPBLIe YBUOET MTOSIBIIEHNE KOPOJIS
BOJIKOB. OHAKO TOTMIa OHA II0Ka3ajlach eMy HeCKOJIbKO abCypaHOM, BeIb 0 3TOTO OH JINYHO
BCTPEYAJICS C MOJIOABIM YeJI0BEKOM, U TOT 06j1afan aypoil HacTOSIIEro YeloBeKa!

Bexu Msu Illu gporrynu. OH He oyMas B 3TOM HallpaBlieHUH, IOTOMY 4YTO IOHOIIA sIBHO o6agan
aypoi desioBeka. OQHAKO Telepb, KOrfa OH YCIIBIIIa, KaK 4eJI0BeK, CTOSBIINY PAIOM C HUM, CKa3all
TaKOe, ¥ XOPOIIEHbKO BCe 00yMasl, OH IOYyBCTBOBAJI, YTO 3TO HE MOXKET ObITh HEBO3MOXKHBIM!

Ecmu 9T0 GBI TEMHBIN 3BEPh, IPUHSBIINN YeI0BeYECKU 00NIMK, TO YIIPABIIATh IlapeM 3Bepet,
3aCTaBUTh YEPHBIX SICTPEOOB B HEOE OTCTYIUTh U 3aCTABUTh MYPAaBbUHLINA POM MeTaliofel OTCTYIIUTh
6e3 005 OBLJIO JIOTUYHO U BIIOJIHE Pa3yMHO.

Ho ecnu o TeMHEINA 3Beph, IPUHSIBIINM YeJI0Be4eCKy0 GopMy, To moueMy OH oOagaeT aypoun
yesnioBeka? boiee TOro, moueMy OH IIOMOT TO¥ XeHIIuHe? MoxeT ObITh, BMelllajlach TPEThs CUJIa?

[Tpu 3TUX MBICNISAX 3payku MaH [l Cy3uIuch, a 3aTeM OH UCITYCTHUJI IPOTSIKHBINA BOM B CTOPOHY
OKPY2KaBIIUX €T0 IbBOB-praMepoapoB. OH ganm UM CUTHAN YCKOPUTHCS, IOTOMY YTO, HECMOTPS HU Ha
YTO, 9Ta JKEHIIMHA 0JIKHa Oblla yMepeTh. Hade, eciiu el I03BOJIAT UCIIOPTUTH IJIaHbL €T0
X035IMHAa, TO IOTUOHET UMEHHO OH!

YBumes, 4TO NIbBH YCKOPUIINCH, MyXKYKMHa CPEOHUX JIET TO2XKE YCKOPHUTICA.

HeBaxHo, ObIJI M 3TOT MOJIOJOU YeJIOBEK TEMHEIM 3BEPEM UJIM YeJI0BEKOM, OH JOJIKeH OBbLJT BEPHYTh
ee BeJINUeCTBO IIPUHIIECCY, & 3aTeM OTIIPABUTH €e B LIEJIOCTH U COXpaHHOCTU B MiMnepckyio CTonuily
unu Ctonuuy 3Bepel. UHaye OH He CMOXKET COXPAHUTHL CBOE MOJI0OKeHUe B [[BoprioBor ['Bapguu.

"OU, KaK Jajeko MHL OT TexX pyuH?" - cupocun AH E Hu3KUM rojocoM. HecMoTps Ha TO, 4TO OHU
CIIYyTHYJIM MypPaBbUHBEIA POM MeTallofiel, KaBajepus U TeMHbIE 3BepH [103ai1 HUX He UCIyTraluCh, a
Hao00pOT, UX CKOPOCTh YBENWUYUIIach. ECNIM Tak MOUAET ¥ Jasibllle, TO PaHO UJIK MTO3[MHO KX ITOTOHS
OymeT mpeciieioBaTh. B KOHIIe KOHIIOB, 9TO OB MU TEMHLIX 3BEPEil.

"TIpuMepHO Yepe3 ABa daca!" cKa3asla XKeHIMHa C JIeTKOU HeYBEPEHHOCTEIO.
YcnrimaB ato, nmuio AH E onyctumocsk. "T HUKOrOa He Oblyia TaM?"

"KoHeuHo, He Oblya. Ecnu Okl 3T0 G110 He 1TOTOMY, 4TO..." OHa BHE3AITHO OCTAHOBUJIACh, KOTTIa
3aroBopuiia 00 9TOM, ¥ He CTajla MPONOJIKATh.

HecMmotps Ha TO, 4TO OHa He mpopoxkuia, AH E yxXKe nIpuMepHO foragasncs o npuurHe. 2KeHIMHA 3a
€ro CIIMHOM, BEPOSTHO, C CaMOT0 Havasla IIJlaHupoBaa cOexkaTh OT 3TOro Opaka, ¥ ero MosBIeHUE
3aCTaBUJIO €€ TJIaHB U3MEHUThCS. ECIu OBl OH He MOSIBUIICS, TO XKEHINWHA, CTOSIBIIIasl 3@ HUM, CKOpee
BCero, yO0exkana Ovl 110 IPYyTro¥ mopore, a He B pyuHB. OOHAKO Telephb, KOTHa XKEeHITWHA ITOIMIPOCHIa



€ro OTIIPaBUTHCA K 3TUM PYHMHAM, 3TO TOYHO HE OBIJIO YKUCTO paiu CiliaCeHus CBO€eM XKU3HHU!

Pa3mbrmmsis 06 aToM, A E "HCTUHKTUBHO Kpemde cxkajl Med. OH He /T00UII, KOTIa ero
HCII0/Ib30BaJIH, JaXKe ecJik 3TO Oblla KeHIuHa. Eciu 66l 9T0 OBIJIO BO3MOXKHO, OH AEeHCTBUTEILHO
XOTeJ YOUTD 3Ty KEHIIUHY, CUIEBIIYIO II03aiX HEro, IOTOMY YTO OH He MOT TepIIeTh, KOT{a KTO-TO
Pa3bLITPHIBAET €TI0 U BTSITUBAET B TaKKe HEIIPUSATHOCTH!

2KeHuuHa BOPYT ckasasna: "Mnapamuii 6pat, Thl CHOBa PEIIXIT HalacTh Ha MeHsA?".

du E rmy6oKo B3MOXHYJI, ITONaBUI B cebe HaMepeHue YOUTh U cKa3an: "MBl MOXKEM ITOTOBOPUTH
cepbe3Ho?".

KenmuHa coepzkana yneOKy u cipocuina "O yem?".
fAuw E BEIenu cioBa, pexae 4eM CKa3aTh: "Mexny HaMu HeT BpaXKbl.

[ToaToMy 51 X094y CIIPOCUTD Tebsi, CYUTAEIIh JIU Thl IIPABUIbHLIM TOJIKATh MEHS B 3TY BOPOHKY MEXIY
Hwmnepuent Temuoro 3Bepst u TBoe# Mmmepuent Benukoro Lluns? 4 maxe He Oyay IOOHUMATH IIIyM U3-
3a 9Toro ¢ To6oi. Ho Temeps Thl COOMPAEIILCS UCIOIb30BATh MEeHs, YTOOH 3a0paTh Tebs B 3TH
PYHUHEI, TH CUUTAaEIIb 3TO IIPaBUIbHEIM?"

fH E He mo0uI TPaTUTh CBOE ObIXaHUE, HO celdac y Hero He OBIJIO IPYroro Buixoma. HeBaxkHo, Oblia
JIA 9TO €€ JIMYHOCTH UJIM CHJIa, 9TO 3aCTABJISJIO €r0 CAEePKUBATHCS OT AeiCTBU. KOHeUHO, eciiu O
3THUX JIIONEN ¥ TeMHBIX 3Bepel 3a HUMU He CYIIeCTBOBAJIO, TO OH 6e3 KonebaHui 00bequHUI OB
YCHUITHS C IBYMSI KOPOJISIMY BOJIKOB ¥ YOUJI GBI 3Ty XKEHIIUHY.
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