— Thl He youBNeHa? — 03afJaueHHO TISHY Ha Jltocuans Kused.

— A gero youBnsaThcs? A ke Tebs BUOena, — MPOAOJKas yIjeTaTh PyKaMy caXapHYIo Baty,
OTBeTH/A OHa. — Takas BKycHas! ['me Tk e€ Kymum?

— He Hapo B He€ pyKaMu JIe3Tk.
Jltocuanb TYT Ke moMpayHera B JIUIE.

— Oii, mpocTH... 4 mogyMara, YTO 3TO MHE... — IIYCTUB MaJIeHbKYIO CIe3KY, PACCTPOEHHO
IIPOU3HECsa JeBOYKa.

— Hy 4ero TeI? — 3a60T/IMBO BEITUPAS €ii Clie3y C ra3, MPUHSICA yCIIoKauBaTh Kused. — 310 TBOM
II0JIapoK.

JIrocusnb TYT Ke IPUHSIACh CMYIIEHHO MOTaTh T'OJIOBOM.

— Ila He mmavy 4. [IpocTo BaTa B IJ1a3 omaja, — OIpaBhalach JeBOYKa.

— Hy torpa nmapso.

IIOBOJIBHO YIIBIOHYBIIKCH, JIFOCH3/T IOCMOTpPEJIa HAa CaXapHOT'0 KPOJIMKA U CIIPOCHUIA:
— U xax TH ero goHEC?

— OH Ha najioyky Kpenurtcs. Huuero cinoxHo.

B ToT Mur, kak Kused nepeBén B3rsag Ha KPoJiKKa, JII0CK3JIb, He CAepKaBIINCh, CHOBA OTIIUIIHYIA
HEMHOTO CaXapHOU BaTHl U 3amuxasa cebe B poT. Ho ©3-3a CleIKy MomepxHyiach.

— Buxy, Tebe MO# I0gapoK OYeHb TOHPABUIICS, — IIOTJIAAUII €€ 110 TooBe Kused.
— Jla. Cracu6o Tebe 60mIbIIIOe, — HEJIOBKO IIPOKAIUISAIACh JIIOCHAIE.

B cpaBHenuu ¢ dpecom, Kuzed Ob11 0ueHb BEICOKMM. CO CTOPOHEI MOTJIO ITOKA3aThCs, YTO NEeBOYKa,
Ha ero ¢oHe, OblIa MaJleHbKUM IITEHYMKOM, a OH — OOJIBIIUM OPJIOM. MakyIlKa e€ ToJIOBEL efiBa
MOXOOuIa 10 ero KIIo4uIlkl. Pa3Hulla B BO3pacTe BCE XKe fana o cebe 3HATh.

«Kakoi OH yxKe B3POCIIbIH...»

Ha Kuzede ObUT HAgeT AITWHHBIA TEMHO-CUHMM 11amn]. CoO CTOPOHEI OH ORI IIOX0XK Ha HACTOSIIETO
BoIIIeOHUKA. JII0oCHaIb OBITI0 OYeHb HEIIPHUBREIYHO BUIETh €T0 B TaKOM o0pa3e, 6e3 HopMHl akafieMun
ITomu.

— Tebe He TOpa yKe JTOXKUTHCA CIaTh? Thl MOXKEIIh U 3aBTPa 3TOT'0 KPOJIMKA I0ECTbh.

— IIa, 51 Kak pa3 codupasnach, — BEITEpJIa T'yObl OT OCTATKOB CaXapHOM BaThl JItocuans. — KcraTy, a
I04YeMy UMEHHO KPOJIUK?

— Ou Ha Te0s mox0xK, — 071eCHYB CBOMMU KPaCHBIMU T'7la3aMH, cKa3an Kuzed.
[Ileku JTrocusnb HAOJTHUINCh PYMSHIIEM.

«OH MHe KOMIITUMEHT chenai... Hago OymeT eMy Toxke 4YTO-HUOYOb IOJAPUTh>.



JIrocuanb yKe MaBHO HCKajla IOOXOISIIUY IogapoK Ha cBams0y mist Kuseda. Ipemnoxenus Po3sl u
BeTcu Ka3anuch 04eHb CTPAHHBIMU U COBCEM YK HeMoaxomsaiuMu. [IepBasi, K MpuMepy, IpeaIoXuia
KPeIKO-KPEIKO ero oOHATh U CKa3aTh, KaK CUILHO JIIOCH3JIb €r0 He XBaTaeT.

«41 elé CIUIIKOM MajleHbKas, YTOOB TaKOe HapuTh... [la ¥ COMHEeBaloCh, YTO Kuzedy moHpaBuTCs
TaKOM ITOJapOoK».

— JlagHo, crIoKOMHOM Tebe HOYM, 3al4Y0HOK, — YNEIOHYICS meBouke Kused.
— [la... Y Tebe ToXKe CIIOKOMHOW HOYH.

PackpacHeBumch 0T cMyIeHus, Jirocuans cobrupanack Ob10 3a6paTh KPoIrKa U Kak MOXKHO ObICTpee
cupsiTaThCs y cebs B MOKOsAX, HO Ku3ed et 3TOro He TO3BOJHUII.

— Kpomnuka s nyumie y ce6si ToKa oCTaBo0. A To y Te0st Bce 3yObl OT caxapa K yTPY IMOKEeITeI0T, —
CKa3al OH.

— He BonHyiics, st ero ecTh He OyQy, — BIENUIACH B ITAJIOYKy, HA KOTOPOM iepKajlach caxapHas
BaTa, JI10CHaIb.

OOHapyXuB, UYTO MEXKY €€ XPYIKOM MaJIeHbKOM PYYOHKOM U MTajo4ykoyu Oblyla pyka Kuseda, oHa TyT
JXe e€ OfepHyJa U, UCIIyTaHHO OTCTYNNUB Ha3afl, HaCTyNWIa Ha MOA0J CBOEro muaThsl. Ho ymacTts
neBouke Kuzed He fan, TOBKO yXBaTUB €€ 3a TaJIUIO APYroi PyKOH. YIUBUBIINCH €r0 JIOBKOCTHU U
cune, JIIocuab CMyTHIACh e1llé OoIbIIe.

— ThI B IOpsAAKe? — BOTKHYB ITaJIOUYKy OT BaThl MEX[Y MOAYIIKaMH B IUBaHe, CTOSBIIEM PSOM,
cripocun Kuzed.

— a...

— ITaBaii-Ka s nydire Te0st JOHECYy. A TO THI OIISITh 110 HOPOTe CIOTKHEIIbCS, — MOMHSB e€ K cebe Ha
pyku, Kuzed monec JIrocusnb g0 IOKOEB.

PymsiHers Ha 1ekax JItocuasnb BCE Gosbiiie 1 OO0JIbIIe HAIOTHSIICS KPAaCHBIM 1IBETOM. YI0KHUB
JItocusnb Ha KpoBaTh, Ku3ed yKpEIT €€ 0fiesIoM U IoXKeall CIIOKOMHOM Houu. He 3Has, Kak
CIIpsTaTh CBOE CMyIleHue, JII0CHaIIb 3aphlliach B OfIesINIO C TOJIOBOM.

Bopyr Kused yBumen Ha cTOJIe CKOMKaHHBIN TUCTOK OyMaru. IToka JIrocuamb IpsiTanach Mof
omesinmoM, Kuzed y6pasn ero cebe B KapMaH U BHIIIET U3 €€ IIOKOEB.

«OngaTh IUCHMO MHE TOTOBHIIA...»

Kak tonbko Kuzed ymeén, JIrocuanb B3bepolnuiia cede BOIOCH, YTOOH KaK-TO MPUUTH B ce0s U
nogymaja, uTo ecyiy Obl OHa nmofmapuia Kusedy nomapok, KOTophiit el mpegnoxuna Po3a, To
cutyalus Oblyia Obl emie 6o1ee HEJTOBKOM.

ok

Hactynun nepBbili ieHb feTa. BpeMsi, Korga 3e/€HbIe IUCThS LIeNTIeCTeNId Ha BETPY U MOBCIOOY
MOXKHO OBIJIO YBUIEThH 3eJIEHBIE TTer3axKu. KopasnoBbie po3bl U 61€IHO-PO30BLIE TTMOHBI HATIOIHSIIN
cap repiora. CojHIle CBETHIIO KaK HUKOTTIa SIPKO, CJIOBHO IIpeABelas Havyaso XXapKuX MecsIeB JIeTa.

JItocuasb crajia ¢ MBICTIBIO, YTO TIPEACTOSIINH IeHb OyIeT TaKuM ke OOBIYHBIM, KaK U BCE
octanbHbIe. HO 0CO3HaHME TOTO, YTO BMECTE C JIETOM HACTYIIUI HEe TOIBKO IeHb €€ POXKOEHUS, HO U



IeHb CBAObOBI, TPUBHECIIO C COOO0M TSXKENYIO0 MOATOTOBUTEIbHYI0 PAb0Ty K TOPXKECTBY.

JIrocuanb, TPOTUPABIIYIO CBOM COHHEIE TJIa3a, MEJIEHHO Bejla B KOMHATY HEBeCTH beTcu, 4ToOw
TIOATOTOBUTh €€ TOPKECTBEHHHIN HapsA. JOBeJINHA TOXKe IPHUHSIIA B 3TOM y4acTHe U TOMOTJIa
3aIJIeCTH NeBOYKe BOJIOCH B IBe MOABEPHYTHIE KaK y Oapallika KOCUYKY, YKPACHB UX OJ1eJHO-PO30BOM
3aKO0JIKOM ¢ TMOHaMH. JIIOCU3JIb OT IPUPOAH! Obl/Ia KPAaCUBOM IEBOYKOM, II0O9TOMY K MaKHUSIXKY
npuberaTh He MPHUIIIOCH. JIUIIb ry6aM clierka MpUAaIr KPackKu ¢ IIOMOIIBI0 IIOMagsl Ha OCHOBE
JIETIeCTKOB PO3bl. Bosbime rna3a JIocuanb, MOX0XKKHe Ha paroieHHbEe KaMHM, 04apoBaTeIbHEIe HOC
U TyObl, PyMSIHBIE IIIEKK TTEPCUKOBOTO I[BETA, B KYIlE€ CO BCEM OCTaJIbHLIM, CO3[]aBau JeBOYKe 0Opas3
HacTosmen deun.

— Kakas xe Thl y Hac Kpacusasi, JII0CU3/Ib, — BOCXUTUIIACh DBEJIMHA.
— Twi ToXe, GalylIKa.

Ha cBagp0y cBOero BHyKa OBeJIMHA Ofejlach B OCJIETIMTEILHO 3JIeTaHTHOE IIJIaThe B CTPOTOM CEpPOM
1BeTe. JIFOCUIITb JKe OfleNd B TO caMoe OPUJITHAHTOBOE TIJIaThe, YTO OHU BMeCTe BEIOpanu B OyTHKE.
Bri6op cBame6HOTO mIaThs BCera OTHUMAI MHOTO BpeMeHH, U JII0CH3/Th 0YeHb ITOBE3JI0, YTO OHU
CMOTJIX TaK OBICTPO ero HauTH. CBamb0a OblsIa BasKHBEIM COOBITHEM, M TOTOBUTHCS K HEH HYXKHO OBIIO
C IIpefebHOM OOTOLIHOCThI0. Hapsasl TOPHUYHEBIX U MMOOPYKEK HEBECTHI, YKpallleHus OJIs CTOJIOB U
IIOITOTOBKA OJII0f, — BCE 9TO OTHMUMAJIO YMYy BPpEMeHH Ha MOATOTOBKY.

— Hy BoT, Teneps BCcé roToBo. Moxkelrs noao00BaThCs C000i B 3epKare, JIFoCUab.

YBupnen cebst B 6eI0CHEXKHOM IIJIaThe, YCHIIAHHOM OpPHUIIMaHTaMU, TIOX0KUMU Ha 3BE3MHI, JII0CU3Ih
TIOYYBCTBOBaJIa, KaK MUCTOIIHO Havyasio OUThLCS e€ cepaue. [Tomon cBameOHOro0 maThs ObIT yKpalleH
HECKOJIbKUMHU CJIOSIMU KPY2KEB, a BOKPYT Tajuu Oblna 06€pHyTa AnuHHas Oenas TeHTa. JIFoCuaIb
Obly1a OYEHb I0HA [JIs1 HEBECTEI, ¥ MJIaThe IIPUIIIOCh HECKOIBKO Pa3 IepelBaTh 1oy eé
MUHUATIOPHBEIE PA3MEpHL.

— Twl - HAcTOAIUY aHTeN, JII0CU3Ib, — MOSIBUIIACH B OTpaxkeHuu 3epkana Comuad, omerast B
HebecHO-ToNy00e mnaThe ¢ V-00pa3HbIM BHIPE3OM.

B pykax y Heé ObUI CIIJIETEHHBIN OyKeT MMOHOB ¥ PaHYKY/II0COB, KOTOPHIY OHA ¥ Bpy4uJia JeBOYKe.
— Cnacubo, matymka! — Kpenko o6HsIa e€ JIIoCuaJIb.
«Kak ke cepmedyko-To ObEeTcs!»

JIrocuayb HAKOHEI-TO BEIXOMUT 3aMyXK, M BCKOpe JOJIXKHA 0QHUIIMAIbHO CTAaTh YIEHOM CEMbU
BanmmraiH u JOCTUYb TAKOTO MOJI0XKEHUS, IPU KOTOPoM Hu rpad Opbusi, Hu Mapku3 Kasuim, Hu
Iaxke caM HaCJIEeMHbIHM MPUHI] He MOTJIU OOJIbIIe OTHOCUTHCS K HEHM JIETKOMEICIIEHHO. [[eBOYKa, TOPHKO
TJTaKaBIIas IO HOYaM, YXOOUJIa B 3aKaT ¥ BLHIXOMIIA C TOPM30HTA COBEPIIEHHO OIPYTUM YEJIOBEKOM,
CBETJIO CMOTPSIIIUM B OyOyImee.

Ynri0ka ¢ nuia JIrocuanb He CXOuIia HU Ha CEKyH[Y.

)%k

Tem BpeMeHeM, Ilepei KOMHATOM HeBECTH HEPBHO HATaNThIBal KPyTru JIeOHH, CIIPaBIsAsICh C
JKeJlaHUEeM 3alTH BHYTPb U XOTs ObI OMHUM T'Ta3KOM, HO YBUAETH JIIOCH3JIb.

— Hy 4dero oHu Tak monro? — HafyB IMIEKHU, OOpMOTAJ PO ce6sT MaTbuuK.



[71s TaKOTO 3HAaMEeHaTeIbHOT0 COOBITHS JIEOHH YI0KUJI CBOU BOJIOCH! C ITIOMOIITHIO TIOMaibl ¥ Hages
HebeCcHO-Toy60H ¢pak, Ha KOTOPOM KPAaCOBAIUCH TAJICTYK C MPa3IHUYHON 010 JIEHTOM ¥ PO30BHIN
[IMOH Ha HarpyJHOM KapMaHe.

— ITaMBl TPATSAT MHOT'O CHJI, YTOOBI IIPEACTATh Iepeq HaMu B JIy4IlIeM CBeTe, — O0BbSICHUI BHYKY
I'mnnuapg,.

CTapuk OBII OIET B CBETJIO-TIUIOBEIM ()paK, a Ha T0jI0Be OBIN 3aBsS3aH HU3KUM XBOCT, OTYET0 KOXKa Ha
JUIe Ka3anoch Kyaa 6ojiee CBETION, YeM O0OBIYHO.

TepreHre BCKOpPe 3aKOHYUIIOCH M ¥ HETo. 3ar/ITHYB B KOMHATY HEBECTH, [ UiIuapn omepHy
KpY2KeBHbIE 3aHABECKH, HO BMECTO HEBECTKHU BCTPETUIICS C DBEJIUHOM.

— Kyma 9T0 BHI, I3KeHTIbMEHH? f MOHNMal0, YBUAETh HEBECTY 10 CBAAbOBI IOPOTOTO CTOUT, HO
INOXKIUTECH IIEPEMOHUHU, — YNIBIOHYIAaCh UM OHA. — JIEOHU, XOUelTlh COITPOBOAUTEL OaOyIIKY B 3a/?

— ITa, KoHeuHO! — oOpagoBaCs Malb4uK.

— A 1HI Oygerb compoBoxkaaTh Conuad, — B3IB BHYKa 3a PYKY, CKa3dana [unnuapay IBenuHa.
— XOpOII10-X0pOIII0, KaK CKaXKelllb, — pacCMesyiCs CTapukK.

Kak TonbKo oHu yminy, K ['mnnuapay Beitia Conuad.

— 9BenuHa 3abpana Jleonu. Tak uTto Bac, Mafiam, cerofmHs 6yny COpoOBOXKAATH s, — IIO-
IKEHTJIbMEHCKHY IMOKJIOHUBIIUCH, IPOTSAHYJI €l PYKYy CTapUK.

— 4 TonbKO paga...

Comuad u 'mnnuapy yxe ¥ mo3a0bUIH, KOTHA TOCIeTHUHN pPa3 I Kyaa-To 60K 0 60K APYT C IPYTOM.
WX myTh IPOXOIUI Yepe3 TPOILY BHOJIb cafia C TeOeUHBIM 03€pPOM, B KOTOPOM ¥ IIPOXOIUIIa
cBafeOHast IePEMOHMUS.

— Teo1 BEITTISAAUING 3aMeTHO nyuine, Conuad. Vpemp Ha nonpaBKy. [JaBHO MBI TaK He COOMpPaucCh
BCeM ceMbée. 1 pam, 4TO TH K HaM BEpPHYJIACh.

— HpOCTI/ITe, YTO 3aCTaBHJIa BaC BCEX 3a MEHA BOJITHOBATHCI.

T'unnuapp Bcerga noMuuin Conuad neBymIKoi ¢ 60iKUM xapakTepoM. Ho Temeps ke OHa cTasla Kyda
0osee MSTKOM.

— Jla 6pock. ITo meno Obitoe. Temepsb TH CHOBA C HAMH, a BCE OCTAIbHOE HE TaK BaXKHO. 3HAEIIIh,
TOBOPAT Tak: «KaxX[blil 4eJI0BeK BUAUT CBOY NeK3axK U PUCYET CBOK KapTHUHY».

— 3970 BCE Omaropmaps Hallell HeBECTKE.

— Heyxenu oHa ¥ TBOE cepflie CMOTJIa PaCTOIUTh?

Conuad paccmesinachk ¥ COrjIacHO KMUBHYJIA T'OJIOBOM.

— MHe KaxeTcs, Y IeBOYKH eCThb K/TI04 K mo6oMy cepany. OHa Halre 6/1arocioBeHue.

— Kax u THI, COJ'II/Ia(b. II711 MeHS BEI obe Kak POOHBIE TOYEPH. TwI 1 HE IIpeaCTaBlideIlb, KakK s
CHaCTJINB.
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