OpuH cTapuK LIaraj 1o 3eMJie ¥ HaCBUCTHIBa cebe KaKyio-To MeJIofui0. Mup M4ascs MUMO HETO,
YTO BCE pa3MbIBanock. OH IIaTHYI ellé pas, a MOTOM elll€, ¥ OKpyXKalolasi 00CTaHOBKA M3MEHUIACE.
Cnepsa oH OBITT HA JIECHOM TPOIIE, a Y2Ke celvac OH OKa3aJICsl TOPHOU BepiuuHe. Korma oH mernan cBoi
«IIIar», ToO MHP CMeIlaicsl HaCTOJIbKO CUJIBHO, YTO 3eMJIs II0J] er0 HOraMM ITIOKPHIBalach TPEUMHAMH.

CaMo ero HaCBUCTHIBAHME He OBIJI0O TPOMKHM, HO BCIO XKUBHOCTh B OKPYTe, BKJTIOYasi MOHCTPOB,
IIPOH3AJI 10 KOCTeY nefeHsAImi xooy. Kora oHu CIbIany 3TOT 3BYK, UX Tejla CXKUMaJIUCh B
CTpaxe, a caMH OHU IIPUKUMAJUCE K 3eMJie. Ho K uX ymade B cledylolllee MTHOBEHUE CBUCT HCUYe3all,
W YCTIBIIABINKE €T0 CIIpaIluBany ce0st, OBII TH 3TOT CBUCT Ha CaMOM MeJie, UK 9TO JIUIITh X
BoOOpaxeHue.

Ho cTapuk mpopmoskai IaraTh Tak, YTO BeTep Jaxke He BCKOJIBIXHYJ BOJIOCH Ha ero rojioBe Uiu
ero 6opony. On Ovin1 6e3yKOpU3HEeHHHIM. Ha ero nuiie urpana jgérkas ynbi0Ka, a U3 ero pra
BBIPBIBAJIOCH 9TO HACBHUCTHIBAHUE.

IIar.

IIar.

A TIOTOM CTapWK OCTAaHOBUJICS, ¥ €T0 IIpu3eMieHre 00pa30Baio IIPOCTOPHYIO MOJITHY B JIECY, YTO
[0 HeJTaBHUX ITOP OBITI I'yCTOM Yatei. Ho BEIpBaHbIE C KOPHSIMU IepPeBbs HE OTIPABUIIUChH B MOJIET, @
ITPOCTO KUCIIETIETUINCh OT ero IaroB. BoT Kakoii Oblla CUIa TOT0, KTO IPUOLIT B 3TO MECTO.

Ero Haxopsiyuecs nog MHOTOYUCJIEHHBIMU 60p03)1KaMI/I MODPIIHWH I''Ta3a IIPUITYPUIINCE.

- IuappaH, - ¢ IBHEIM OTBpAIlleHreM IIPOM3HEC CTApUK. Ka3anock, [ ero ria3 HU4ero He
3HAUMJIO PaCcCTOSHUE MEeXy HUMU U ero Liefbio. EMy Bcerfa He HpaBUJIOCH ToceliaTh CeBepHBIN
PeruoH. He mo To# mpuyuHe, KaK y €ro KoJjer, 4To cyuTanu CTUIM 3TOro PernoHa HUKYEMHBIMH.
OueBHUOHO, YTO OH HE OTHOCHUJICS K 9TOW KQTErOpuH JIIOHe, He3aBUCUMO OT TOT'0, CKOJIBKO [IpyTHe
CTapeMIIMHB MOTJIH JKaJI0BAThCS ¥ CTOHATD 10 3TOMY IIOBOAY.

Muorue nokoserus CeBep 0CTaBasICAd HUUYENHOU TEPPUTOPHUEH, TI0OKa B HETO He Iepeln
HeKoTopble Ctunu u3 LleHTpansHoro Pernona. [Toxanyi, ymepime CTunu He ObUIM OGHUME U3
n3BeCTHHIX. HO UM Bcé XKe ymanock nmonacth Ha CeBep U yCTaHOBUTH CBOX 3aKOHEL Ha €TI0 3eMIISIX.
MHorue 13 U3HEeKEeHHBIX U 3aHOCUMBLIX CTuien LieHTpanbHOro PeruoHa Bpsif U CMOTIIH OBl COEATh
TakK Xe ceryac.

Hert. HacTosiImei mpuYrHOM, IOUeMy OH HeB3/TI00U 3TOT PeruoH, OB OIpeneIéHHBIN Ye0Bex,
XKUBYIIHH 3meck. OH OBITT TeM, TPYU BOCIIOMUHAHUYU 0 KOTOPOM 3TOT CTAPHUK BCE €Ilé OIIyIIaa CTPaX,
XOTb OH OBIJT IOYTH IIOJTHOCTBIO YOEXKIEH, YTO TOT YeJIOBEK YMep MHOI0 JIeT Ha3afl.

BrpoueM, ecnu ux BCTpedy MOXKHO ObIsI0 OB 130€e3KaTh, TO CTapUK Obl He COMHEBasICh n3bexkKall e€.
He 6b1J10 HUKAKOTO YIOBOJILCTBUSA B TOM, UTOOBI HaXOOUTHCS 3[eCh. [IpuynHa Bcex ero mpooiem,
AeMmoH, Oplnia ypoxeHiieMm CeBepa.



CrernaB ellé HeCKOIbKO I1aroB, YTO MPUOTU3UIK €TI0 IIOYTH K caMoMy [luapiaHy, BEPOSITHO, OH
0KasaJics B HECKOJIbKUX MUJIAX OT HETO, CTAPUK B3IOXHYI U OYATO 4ero-To Nuimics. Ero Bonock
B3JIOXMaTHUJIUCh, OH COTHYJICS, & U3 OKPYZKAIOLIEro ero BO3yxa UCUe3JI0 TO OLIyIleHue
IIPEBOCXOICTBA.

OH cHOBa B3[OXHYJI, ¥ yOpan CBOM BHEITHUW BUJ, BCENSOMUM cTpax. Cedyac OH mnmepecTan ObITh
TE€M MOT'YIIECTBEHHHIM 4Yej10BeKOM. CO CTOPOHBI KTO-YTOOHO YBUAEN Obl B HEM 0OBLIYHOT'0 CTAPHUKA,
KOTOPOT0 MOT OBl TOOeOUTh JTI000H KOMEeHITHK.

[Tocne ucnonb30BaHUSA ITUX LIATOB OH MOTePS CUIbL. ['eppoapk Yap, HEIHEIIHUY JIUgep BCeMU
u3BecTHOro Ctunsg beckoHeuHou 2Kaphl, 4T0 Haxoguscs B LleHTpansHOM Peruosne, MenjieHHOU
IIOXOOKOU HamnpaBuscs B [luapnaH. Tereps KaXXObIU IIIarOM OH €[1Ba IIPOXOOUII METP.

M3Ha4aapHO OH ITOCJIA] OTPSIM, YTOOBI OTHICKATE IIPOIABIIKX B IIOCTENHUX COOBITHSX JTIOMEH.
CMepTh ero miIeMsHHUKa OECIIOKOHUIIa ero, a caMo u3BecTre 06 3TOM yIuBUIO ero. Ho ToT ciabak,
YTO BOCCTAHOBMJI 3HAMEHUTOCTh CTuist ®aHTOMHOTO KOImbs, He 6€CIIOKOHIT eT0, XOTh HEKOTOpas
3106a o0 OTHOLIEHUIO K HeMy uMesnach. He 9TOT yueHUK GBI 1ebI0 ['eppoapka... a ero y4uTes.

Korpa ye mgeso mofomio K 9TOMY MOMEHTY... HACTaJIo ¥ ero BPpeMs JINYHO MIPUHSThH Y4acTHE B
aToM. U pa3srapath cekpeT AeMoOHa pa3 ¥ HaBcerfa.

*kkokk

4 MakcuMasnbHO u3beras 3TOro Majabyrka. Ho eciii roBOPUTh HAYUCTOTY, TO u3beran oboux. Oba
MOUX CBHIHA... OHM TepexKuiIu MHoroe. Ho ¢ Moel TOYKY 3peHHUs... OOWH U3 HUX OBLI IIOJTHOM 3aragKoi,
a BTOPOI OBIJT UCTUHHBEIM Yy OBUILEM.

[Toka s1 HaX0XKyCh Ha MEPEHOBOH, ST MOTY CKPBITHCSI OT HUX B MIOCTOSTHHBIX YOMICTBAX OPYTUX. ITO
MeCTO, B KOTOpOe MeHs oTIpaBuiia JIykperus, 6510 GI€KIIEIM OTpakeHueM gpyroro mupa. Ho oHO
OBLIIO MHE 3HAaKOMO, ECJIA He CKa3aTh, YTO 5 omlymman ce6s 3meck, Kak goMma. Cefdac... MOM MBICIH HE
TepP3al0T Ha YaCTH HEeHYKHBIE BOIHEHUS U OECIIOKOHUCTRa.

Ho s monyy4an mucbMa 0T 000uX. ITOT AypeHb XeHITHHT, YTO HEYCTAHHO TOBOPHII O IIOTEHIHAJIe
[TpoHTO ¥ CKOPOCTH, C KOTOPO# OH yuuscs... Pasymeercsi, oH OymeT OBICTPO yuuThCs. PadymeeTcs, oH
OymeT BrmeudaT/siomuM. Co3HaHME BHYTPU TOTO TeJla... XOTeIoCh OBl 3HATh, UTO €ro BeAET. Yero ox
JKeJlaeT, 9YTO eT0 TOJIKAeT BIEePE.

CHOBa U CHOBA 4 pelnajncsd ¥ Ipegynpexaan XeunTUHra... HO OH He ciyinan MeHs. OH BEpHUT B
cobcTBenHy0 cunny. OH He MOT y3HaTh, KAKOW MOTYIIIECTBEHHOM cuioi 061amano opyxue IIpoHTO.



A BTOpOIi CHIH... KOTOpOro [TponTo Ha3Ban IllamoM... B 3TUX MUCbMAxX MHE TOBOPST JIUIIb TO, KAKOU
OH MATKUY U HoOpEd. YTO... IPUBOOUT MEHS B 3aMeIIaTeThCTRO.

KTo-Hubynp U3 9TUX MaJbYUKOB... BCE €Ill€ MO ChHIH...?

Tsxkeno geita, [Ian BEIPBal CBOE KOMbLE M3 IPyOu AeMOHA, U Ipu3pavyHas GUrypa yaia Ha
3eMJIIO.

- Ia xak Te1 CMEEIIDB! - B3peBen Illan. Korga o cTosin Hag AeMOHOM, €ro rpyab XOAuIa
XOOYHOM OT €T0 Y4alllEHHOTO ObIXaHHUS.

— MEL... MBI 1100uIH TeOs1! Beimu i MEI BCé erné TBouMu chiHoBhaMu? Y TEEA HET ITPABA
'OBOPUTD TTOOOBHOE! Bein nmu TH XOTh pa3 HALIAM OTIIOM...? Thl OCTaBUII HAC XKUTh OOHUX, THL...

Ho notom ¢urypa AemoHa cMeHMIa GOpPMY U IPeBpPaTUIaCh B HETIOHSATHBIM CTYCTOK SHEPTHUH.
3eMJIs BOKPYT HEro Haualla JpoxKaTh, U U3 He€ Hayaslu BEIPEIBATHCS HEOObIINE KallJii, YTO
CTPEMUJIUCH CIIUTHCSA C 9TUM CTYCTKOM, KOTOPHIM Hadas yrpoxKarle KpyKUThCs. Yepe3 HeCKOJIbKO
MUHYT, B Te4eHHUe KOTOpHIX [llanm Tuxo Habomasn 3a 9TUM, CTYCTOK yIIall Ha 3eMJTI0 ¥ CHOBa
npeBpaTuics B purypy AemoHa.

Ho stoT AeMoH 651 60Jiee BHYIIAIOMKAM U 00Jlee peanbHBIM TOTO Ipensiayiiero. M Bo3myx BOKpPYT
Hero OblsT coBceM ApyruM. OT HETO BeSI0 CMEPTHIO M cTpaxoM. ['1a3a AeMoHa TakKe OBUIN IPYTUMH,
6onee rny6okuMu u 6ojiee TPOH3AMIIMMHE, KOTHa OH cMOTpent Ha Illana, KOTOpOTro BCE eIé TPSICIIO OT
HelaBHEro BCIIJIECKa SMOIIMH.

- Ecniu y Te6s1 XBaTUT CHUJIL... TO BEIOEM OTBeTH U3 MeHs, [1lan, - pa3MepeHHO TPOU3HEC AEMOH,
IIOJHUMAs CBOE KOIbE. - ITOT TBOX CTHUIID... IO3BOJIb MHE COKPYIIUTD €TO.

- ThI, yONMI0MOK... - CO 3710CThIO BRIMIIIOHY Il1an, ckpunuyB 3y6amu. OH HEe CMOT OTBICKATh CJIOB,
yTOORI 3aKOHUYMTE 3TO IpefioxkeHre. Bcem, uTo Bcerga 3a60Tumo AeMoHa, KOTga OH BCTPEYasCs C
[ITanoM, Ovlna UMb €ro cuila. Ero cTpeMneHue, ogepKUMOCTh U MOTYIIECTBO. XOTh OH U CaM B
KaKOM-TO CMEICTIe XKeJajl CuJibl, B 4éM [llaym HUKOTrma He COMHEeBAJICs, HO ero BCEraa pe3asio o
007IbHOMY TO, KaK C HUM 00111aicst AeMoH... Ero oTHoIeHe K HeMy 1 ero 6paTy IIpOHTO pa3HUIIOCS,
CJIOBHO HE0O0 U 3eMJIs.

U cenryac llan yxke 3Has nNpaBy TaKOro pa3nuyusg. AeMoH cMoTpen Ha [IpoHTO, Kak Ha
MOHCTpa... a Ha [Ilana, Kak Ha cinabaka. BoT moyeMy ero oTnpaBuiu npoys. BoT mouemy...

- TPAAAAAAAAA!!! - B3peBen Illan, BEIMIECKUBAS B 9TOT PEB BCE CBOE Pa30vyapOBaHUeE,
TI03BOJIMB €MY CJIMThCSI BOEIMHO C 9TOM KECTOKOCTBIO, C KOTOPOH €ro Teo 6POCUIIOCH B aTaKy.

[Tocne atoro yoapa lan oco3Hasn, 4To AeMOH U3MEHUIICS He TOJIBKO C TOUYKM 3PEHUS BHEILIHETO
BUfa. Ero Teno He TOMBKO YIJIOTHUIIOCH, HO M, Ka3aJ0Ch, IIOTEPSJIO CBOE MPUCYTCTBUE: Korga Illan



HallaJI Ha HETO, OHO MCYEe3JIO...

... IIOSIBUJIOCE I103aJu HEro.

CxaB kpenko 3y0rr, [Ilan o6epHyIICs, HO AeMOH y2Ke CMBIJICS OTTYHa, HaHecs HeGOoJblIoe PaHeHHe
Ha 3a[IHI0I0 4acTh pyku [llana. CHOBA ¥ CHOBa AeMOH IepeMelacs U IMOSBIISICS, OBICTPO HAaHOCS
CBOM yHaphl, HAlleJIUBAsICh CO CJIETIRIX MeCT Ha Cyxoxkuius Illana, CJIOBHO OH IBITAJICS 3TUMHU
ymapamu 06e3BpenuTs Ilana.

W B 9TOM OH OBINT 00 KyTH Xopoil. HeBeposaTHO xopoiil. ETo CKOPOCTS... Ka3anach HEBO3MOXKHOM.
Korga ToT Heymexa Panmgumnmu Hayuuicst OeicTpo yOerats, [lanm moBepus, 9YTo OH IOOIIEN K
IIOHMMaHWI0 IPUHIUNOB Ctunsa ®PanTomMHOro Komnbs, HO 9Tu ABMXKeHHS AeMOHa... 3acTaBumnu Illana
IIOYYBCTBOBaTh OTBpAllleHKE 10 TOMY IIOBOAY, YTO Celdac OH caM CYuTaeTcs nupepoM CTuns
®anToMHOro Kormss.

AeMoH He yOerasn. AeMOH IOMUHUPOBAJI B HEOOIBIIIOM IIPOCTPAHCTBE BOKPYT cebs.

Ho BMmecTO TOrO0, 4TOOH OAAATHCS OTYasHUIO Uy ucnyry, B lllane mpoOyaunack HeuCToBas
kaxpa. Korpma on 6pocusncst K AeMOHy, ero KOIbé C HEMMOBEPHOU I'pallieil H30THYJI0Ch U Ha4daso
yOapsATh II0fl HEBO3MOXKHEIMY yTlaMH, CTPEMSICh ITIOPA3UTh ero Teslo. B 310 xke BpeMs Ilan
BHUMaTe/IbHO Ha0mofas 3a KaXAbIM OBUXKEeHIEeM CBOETr0 IIPOTUBHUKA.

XO0Th OH MOT U He OBITh OHAPEHHEIM YeJI0BEKaM, XOTh OH ¥ He 001afas uiealbHEIM IOHUMaHUEM
Cruns ®anTomMHOro Kombsi, OH ITepeKuI TOfbl TAKENBIX U YMOIIOMPAUYUTENIbHEIX TDEHUPOBOK, YTO
CKMJICS C KaXKIBIM IBUKEHUEM. A Be[lb Y HEro OBIJ TOJTbKO MECSI] MJIH [IBa Ha TO, YTOOBI
TPEHUPOBATHCS CO CBOMM OTIIOM U HaOIII0maTh 3a ero ABUXKeHusIMH. M ceifiuac, Korga nepem HUM
HAXOIMJIOCH BOILIOIIeHue ocHoBaTe s Ctunsat ®aHToMHOro Kormss...

[ITan Havas MOCTeNneHHO U30aBIATECS OT BCEX BPEOHBIX MPUBHIYEK, YTO OH 3ay4HI 3a Te TOMH.
[Ipu 9TOM €ero Tejo IOCTENEHHO MOKPHIBAJIOCH TSIXKETBIMU PaHAMU U JIUIIAJIOCH IJIOTH 110 MEPE TOTO,
KaK IIPOMOJIKAJICS HEMCTOBBIM U JaBSINU HaTHCK AeMoHa. Bpemenamu Ilana mo6exmanu, u OH
mmajiaa Ha 3eMJTI0, HO ero TeJI0 B 3TOM MecTe OBICTPO M XOPOIIIO UCIIESIOChH, TOrI0Iast
IIPONUTHIBAIOIIYIO OKPYZKAIOLIMY BO3OyX SHEPTHUI0, YTO BHOBb ¥ BHOBb IIOIHUMAJIO €70 Ha HOTH.

[Toka oH 00y4asicsi 3TUM HOBHIM OBUKEHMSIM, TO OCO3HABaJl, KaK MX IIPaBUIbHO HaZ0 COBEPIIATh U
KaK MCIO0NIb30BaTh CBOU CTaphble HAaBLHIKYA. MHOI0€ U3 YBUIEHHOIO HABEYHO OTIIEYaTHIBATIOChH B
co3nanuu lllana. [lar 3a marom oH nocturarn ¢ Hyas Ctunb @anToMHOro Kombs, a 3aTeM UCKaxall
€ero 1op coOCTBeHHBIe HYK[bI, IpH0aBIad K HEMY 3MENHYI0 rpaluio u 37100HbIE aTaKH.

[ToHsATHE BpEMEHHU YK€ HABHO IMOTEPSIO A Hero cMbich. [Ilam gBurancs, a AeMOH CHOBa ¥ CHOBa
OTBedaJl Ha ero yJaapsl, BCE eIll€ 0CTaBasCh Ha IIar BIEpenu ero.

Ho mpomacTe MeXay HUMH IIOCTEIIeHHO COKpailranachk. ['a3a Illana BocIbIIamy SPpOCTHEIM U
TOPSIYUM TIJTaMeHeM.
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