Ero cnoBa Ovimu ﬂeﬁCTBHTeHBHO OY€eHb XOJIOOHBEIMU U XKE€CTOKHUMH, Y MEHS OaXKe BO3HUKIIO
omyiieHne, 4TO MeHS Pa3PhIBAIOT Ha KYCKH.

Kak 4yenoBek, KOTOPHIM ITPOBETT OOMIBIIYI0 YaCTh CBOEM XKU3HU Ha 1ojie 005, OH yMeJl CO3/1aBaTh
OTPOMHOE [IaBJIeHHUeE.

HeCMOTpH Ha TO, YTO OH I'OBOPHUIJI JOCTATOYHO TUXO0, MHE ITOKA3aJIOCh, YTO 5 3aMép3J'Ia OT €ro
XO0JIOOHOT' O I'0JIoCa.

«4l He 3HaI0, YTO 3TO 3a TPIOK, HO KaK TOJIBKO 5 OTIyIly TeOs, oxkKasyicTa, Bo3Bpallaiics o0paTHO B
MMIIEPaTOPCKUU ABOPELL.»

¢ 9TUMM ClI0BaMU BEJIMKHW replioT pa3BepHYIICS U cOOUpascs YUTH.

¢ 3amepra ¥ MOCMOTpPesia Ha HEer0 HAMIPSKEeHHBIM B3TJISIOM.

Moé cepqilie BCE elfé OBIJI0 HAayTraHo, HO, C IPYTOM CTOPOHEI, BCE 3TO OBIJIO HEJIETIO.

‘U3-3a TOTO, KaK UMEHHO OH T'OBOPHT, €TI0 JIETKO MOXKHO OOBUHUTH B yOuncTae!

W3HaganbHO 4 OyMaJlld, 9YTO MHE 2KaJib, 9YTO €r0 HeCIIpaBEeOJInBO OOBUHMIIHN B Y6I/II;ICTBG, HO II0CJie
Impou3omenmero cenyac, g BHXKY, YTO OH HE JOCTONH COYYBCTBHI.

V MeHst IPOCTO He GBIJI0 HUKAKOT0 APYroro BEI00Pa, KpOME KaK CHeNaTh 9TO.

Ero rmas, KOTOPEIE 4 BUEJIa HEKOTOPO€E BPpEMS Ha3a[, Ov1710 O0JIEE€ YEM IOCTATOYHO, YTOOH Y6I/ITB
MEH4.

Korpa st mocMoTpesia Ha COIIPOBOXK/IEHNE BEJTUKOT0 TePIora PSOOM CO MHOM, V HUX Y BCeX ObLIH
abcomoTHO 6e3pa3IuyHEE JTUIIA.

YcnpimaHHEA Pa3roBOp Ka3alicsa UM 3HAaKOMEIM.

Benukuit repIior MpoOUTHOPUPOBAJ MO0 6ECIIOMOLTHOCTD U Hayall YXOAUTb.

‘HeBaXHO, 4TO MIPOM30IIIIO B MIPOIIIOM, HO KaK OH MOXKET Tak 00paIaThCsi CO CBOeH HeBeCTOu? *

ITo (baKTy MHeEe B006H.Ie HEe HPaBUJICA 3TOT MYy2XKYHMHA, HO M3-3a IIPOU30IIEOIIETO, 4 HaYWHAJIa 3JIMThCA.

Pa3 yx 0oH Tak co MHOU o6xomuTcs. 1 00s3aTeIbHO 3aCTABIII0 B3SITh €I'0 9TH IIBETHI.



MrHoBeHUe Ha3amd A Onla IIogaBJji€Ha, HO Yy MEHA He OBLIIO IIPpUYNH 00SITHCSI 9TOTO YeJIOBEeKa.

EBa Bcé emé ocTaBaiach I04Yephio KMIIEpaTopa ¥ HeBECTOM BEJIMKOI0 TepIora.

‘UYToOBI OH He CKa3aJl ¥ He CHeall, BeIMKUY replor He MOXKeT TaK IIPOCTO YOUTh MEHS U YIapUTh. ‘

...... [To KpaiiHel Mepe, HE B TAaKOM ITyOIMYHOM MeCTe, KaK 3TO'.

‘... Ilo KpaliHell Mepe, He B TaKOM yOIMYHOM MecTe, Kak 970. ‘(IT1/m: EBa 6opucs! Xaxa)

¢ cHOBa HaIlpaBuIach BIepEN, mepxka OykeT B pyke. M mporoBopuia 04eHb pe3KUM IroiocoM, 6yaTo
cobupasachk HayaTh C HUM APaKy.

«OcTaHoBUTeCH, Bama CBeTIOCTh. ITO IPUKa3 MPUHIIECCH MMmepun.»

B 9TOT MOMEHT ero COIIPOBOXKOAIOINNE YCTAaBUIINCh Ha MEHS, KaK Hda CyMaCHIEOIIYIO.

4 Mory BHITJIAETh KaK 0OBIYHEIM cTankep, moToMy uTo EBa, mpecnenoasmas Benukoro I'epuora, He
mMeJla TOPAOCTH, ¥ OOCTaBJIsAa MHOTO HEIPUSATHOCTEHN BCEM OKPYXKAaIIIUM e€ ToasaM... Het, oHa
CKOpee BCeTO BHITJIAMeNa Kak 00bIYHas e[y, HO Bce OHU 3a0kIBalOT TOT PakT, uTo EBa Onlia HO4Yephio
Ero BennuectBa MMmepaTopa.

KoneuHo, Benukoe repuorcTBo 05710 671arOpOAHON CeMbEN, C KOTOPBIMU 00palllaiCch IOYTH KakK C
KOPOJIEBCKOM, TO3TOMY CTPOTO T'OBOPSI, HAIIM CTATYCHl ObLIM OJIU3KH APYT K APYTY.

‘Ho, ecniu OCHOBBIBATHCS Ha nepapxuu, I/IMHepCKaH HpPIHI_IeCC&, BEPOSATHO, OKAaXKEeTCA BEHIIIIE. !

KTo0 okasascs BhIlle - He TaK YK U BaKHO, TTIaBHOE, YTO 3TO cpaboTasno. Benukuii repuor, KOTOPHIH
coOuparscs UOTH, BHe3aIlTHO OCTAHOBUJICS Ha MOUX CJIOBa M Cpa3y XkKe pa3BepHYJICS KO MHe.

«BBI TONBKO 4YTO CKa3aiH, YTO 3TO HpI/IKa3?>>

BMecTo TOro, YTOOR OCTAHOBUTLCS M3-3a MOETO IIPHUKa3a, OH, II0X0XKe OCTAaHOBHUIICS M3-3a MOeH
HACTOMYUBOCTH, HO TeM He MeHee 9TO BCEé paBHO cpaboTaio.

4 CIIOKOMHO eMy OTBETHUJIa, UTHOPUPYS €r0 KPOBOXKAAHBIYA B3TJIAL.

«Pa3Be He IPOTHBOPEUUT ITUKETY YXOOUTHL OT PAa3roBOpa eIlé 70 TOro MOMEHTa, KakK flaMa caMa
3a9BUT 00 3TOM?»



Benmukuii repiior, CMOTpes Ha MeHs H3yMJIeHHBIMHU T'Jla3aMu. ByoTo oH Bumen nepen coboil 4yemnoBeka,
KOTOPHIN y2Ke COBCEM IOTEPSIT PaCCyIoK.

«BrI ceiigac yuute MeHs 3TUKeTy, [IpuHIiiecca?»

On IIPOT'OBOPHII 3TO HU3KKUM I'OJIOCOM, HO €TI0 TOH BbIAdBaJI HACMEIIKY, PACKPLIBAA €TI0 II0OCJIIaHHEe, 9YTO
CJIOBO «3THKET» HE IIOOXOOUT YEeJIOBEKY, KOTOPOTO BCE CHUTAIOT CTAJIKEPOM.

C u3sMIHON yIEIOKOU 5 BEXKJIMBO OTBETUTIA €MY.

«TTOCKOJIBKY MBI CKOPO ITOKEHUMCS. POJIb KeHEI Be[lb TaKXKe 3aKJII0YaeTCs B TOM, YTOOH! yKa3aThb
MYXKY Ha ero HefloCTaTKU U faTh eMy coBeT.» (I1/m: BOT 3TO OHa OTOXKTJIa)

ITo Mepe TOro, Kak g IIPOU3HOCHJIA CII0BA «MY2XK», «KHEOOCTATKU» U «COBET», JIUIlA €TI0
COIIPOBOXKOAIOITNX, HabJTIOMaBIINX 3@ HUM, CTAHOBUJIUCH BCe OJieqHee. ..

Benmukuii repiior, HapPOTUB, TOMHSJT CBOM OPOBHU U MPHUCTAILHO BCMOTPEJICS B MOE JIHIIO.

Ecnu yecTHO, 9TO GblyIa yIUBUTENIBHO CIIOKOMHAS pPeaKIus.

‘Heyxkenu oH Kak-TO Iorafasics, YTO MOS MaHepa FOBOPUTH OTIMYHA OT 00BIYHOM EBHI?

«MHe o4eHb XKaJlb, €CIU 5 Bac o0upena. Y MeHs He ObIJIO APYTOro BeIOOPa, Pa3 TH He X04Yellb MeHs
cnymartk. [109TOMy 51 IPOIY Bac, IOXKAIYHCTa, YOEIUTe MHE HEMHOT'O CBOETO BPEMEHH. »

BoamoxHO, g 3By4YadJia CJIIMIIKOM PE3KOM, ITIO3TOMY s OCTOPO2ZKHO CKad3adjld 3TO U B3TJIAHYJId €My IIPSAMO
B I'lla3a.

«Xopoto.»

OTBeTun OH 6eCCTpaCTHO Y TIOOOIIEN KO MHE 9yYThb onmmxe.

«CeMyac, KOrfla ThI CKa3aJjia BCE 9TO, MHE CTaJI0 HHTEPECHO, HACKOJIBKO 9TO BCE BaXKHO.»

BrIpaxkeHue ero nuia ObII0 JOCTATOYHO CIIOKOMHBEIM, HO €TI0 TEMHO-(HOJIETOBHIE TJIa3a U3Tydallu
yOuICTBEHHOE HaMepeHue, Kak OyITo B3TJISIIOM OH TOBOPUJI MHE, YTO S He IIOKHUHY 3TO MECTO
HEBPEIUMOM, €CITH CJI0Ba, KOTOPHIE 5T MPOU3HeCcy, 6ymyT OeCIoIe3HH.

K>



‘Al merictBUTeNbHO yOBIO EBY, ecnu 9TO He BakHO. '

¢ BcE paBHO He cMora Obl BEIOpPaThCS 0TCIOfa. I103TOMY s1 IPOUTHOPUPOBAa ero B3I U
IIPOJOJIKMTIa TOBOPUTD, KacasiCh JIETIECTKOB I[BETOB.

«Kak s yxke ckasala paHee, g X04y [TOapuTh 3T 11BeTHl ETo CBETIOCTH, B KaUeCTBe U3BUHEHMUIH, HO
y HUX €CTb U ApyTas Lesb.»

HeCMOTpH Ha TO, YTO OHH OBIJIK IIPHHECEHEI U3 3daCHE2KEHHOTI'O Cajia, Oenkle IIBETEI OCTaBaJIMCh
CBexXHUMU 0e3 KaKux-1ubo HOBpe}KﬂeHHfI.

4 yGpasa pyKu OT JIETIeCTKOB U IIOCMOTpPeEIa MpsiMo B (HOJIETOBEIE T'Ia3a BEJIUKOTO TepIiora.

«Yepes maTHALATE JHEH OyaeT rOMOBIIMHA TaMSITH ITOKONHOM Benukoi ['eplioruHu. »

BrIBIIast BeIHMKas TePIOTHHS, MaTh HEIHEIIHEeT0 BeJIMKOTO TepI[ora, BHE3AITHO CKOHYAJIACh OT
00J1€3HU B MOJIOIOM BO3pacTe.

Korpma mpo3Byuanu cnoBa 0 Benukoi ['eprioruHe, aypa BoKpyT Benukoro ['epiiora cTana ele KECTUe.

«Kakoe OTHOIIIEHHE 3TO UMEeT K IIPUHIIeCce?»

«IIpocTo Benukas I'eproruts Gbijia MOel KPeCTHOM MaTephio, U CKOPO S BEIMIY 3aMyXK 3a €e ChIHa.»

Heoco3nauHo ¢ ry0 Benukoro ['epiiora copBanuchk S3BUTENIbHBIE 3aMeYaHusl, TIOJTHEIE XOJIOTHOTO
IIpe3peHusl.

q YCIIOKOHIIaCh U 3arOBOPUJIa CHOBA.

«B npuHIUIe, 9TO He UMeeT HUKAKOT0 3HaYeHus... Ho BcE ke s xoTesna no3ab0oTuThCs 0 Tebe. B
OTBET Ha ee X0polllee OTHOIIEHNe KO MHe, KoTfa 5 Oblla MyIafule.»

[Toxo¥Has BelIUKas reproruHs Oblyla 6/1M3Ka C POOHOM MaTepbio EBEHI, OHIBINEH UMIIEPATPUIIEN, U
II03TOMY CTajia KpECTHOU MaTepbio I0HOM IIPUHIECCHI.
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