Menucca mogCcO3HaTENbHO OTJIsiAesnach, HO KaK TOJIBKO OHa IMOJHsIa T'OJIOBY, OHA BHE3aITHO 3aCTHhIJIA.

OHa HeIOBEPYMBO IIOCMOTPeIIa Ha BOerammero pebeHka 1 TSKeJo0 CrII0THyIa. Yeppu Toxe
3aMeTHIIa ee, KOrma oHa BOerasnma. MajkIll OCTAHOBUIICS, U B ee GOIBINNX KPYTJIHIX Tla3aX MOSBUIOCE
JIeTKOe yIuBJIeHHE.

YnusnenHas Memnucca ckazana: «4...»

Ho npexne yeM OHa ycIiena cKa3aThb «... 333, I0YeMy Thl BepHyJac?», Masbllll BHE3AIHO
BOCKIUKHYI: «Ou! IIpuset, Benukas tets! »

Ona npepBana Menuccy, mopbexasna K Hell ¥ cejla el Ha KOJIeHHU.

Menucca: «?»

OHa He MOrJIa IIOHSTh, KaK Yeppu Morja BXOAUTH ¥ BEIXOAUTH U3 loMa XaHTOB II0 CBOEMY KeJIaHUIO.
Bosee Toro, OHa SIBHO IIPUIIlJia U3 BHYTPEHHUX ITOMeIeHUi. Pa3Be OHa He [MoKHa ObITH ceryac B
MalllHe, BO3Bpallallencs K AugepcoHam?

Haxopsce B oniennieHeHn, MUCCUC XaHT HaXMypHUJlach U cripocusa: «Benukad... Tets? [IuT, BEl 3HaeTe
IpyT apyra?

Yeppu cpa3y kuBHyna. "Ara! [Ipab6abymika, aTo 6abymka. babymka, 9T0 Mos npababymka ~ "

E1me GombIle BOIPOCUTEILHEIX 3HAKOB 3aI0THUIIO CO3HaHUe Menucch: ??7?

OHa BHe3aITHO MMOBEPHYJIACh K MUCCHUC XaHT U CIpocuiia: «H-KaK BHl TOJIBKO UTO Ha3Bau pebeHKa?»

IMut? Kakou [1ut?

[Tpexkme yeM MHUCCHC XaHT CMOTJIa 00BsICHUTH, Ueppu cKa3asa: «Pa3Be B He IIOMHUTE, KTO S,
6abymka? A ITut Xant! Moit otel - [IxkacTuH XaHT! »

3aTeM OHa CHOBA ITOCMOTpPEJIa Ha MUCCHC XaHT U CIPOCHTA: «ITO Te TOCTH, O KOTOPHIX BEI TOBOPHIIH,
npabalbyika? f 0wt B ux moMme! [Tama Bomuit MeHsT TyHa paHblie, ga! »

Moropoy ¥ HeXKHBIN roj10c Yeppu pa3gancs B TOCTUHOM, TOTpscas Menuccy Tak CUJIbHO, 4YTO OHa
Oblla TPaKTAYEeCKU XPYCTSIIeN CHapyKU U HEKHOU BHYTPH.

Yo 3a uywb Hecna Yeppu?



[Tut XauT? YTO 32 4yLIb ...

Hert, nomoxxnu, XauT?

U «IIpababymka»...

«Mou oter - IKacTUH XaHT» ...

OHa c HemoBepHUEM ITOCMOTPeENIa Ha YeppH, KoTopas Oblla y Hee Ha pyKax, II0Cje TOro, Kak
CcoegUHMIIA KyCOUKM BaxXHOU MH(popMauuu. OHa TSIXKeJ0 CTI0THYJa U cripocuina: «T-TBoi oTel]
II>xacTuH XaHT?»

IxacTtuH OblI 0TLIOM peberka Hoptr ?7??

Yeppu Mopruyna u orBetuna: «Ara! Mo oter - [IxKacTuH XaHT, a 4 €ro ChH, fa! »

OHa co3HaTeNbHO chefiana yfapeHne Ha CI0Be «ChIH». 3aTeM OHa cipocuna: «I'me mos cectpa? Pa3se
OHA He Ipuua? »

Ecmnu Ow1 [TuT mpuinen, oH 06s13aTeNlbHO Halmesn 0l crmocod cOexkaTh!

OH HHKAK He MOT OCTaThCs!

Yeppu 0YeHb XOPOIIIO IIOHKMalla CBOET0 CTapiiero 6paTa, IIO3TOMY B €€ CJI0BaX He OBII0 HUKaKUX
7a3eex.

B ronoBe ormmapaiieHHOW Meucchl OBIJT0 COBEPIIEHHO MTYCTO.

Muccuc XaHT, ogHako, Obljla OYeHb HEJOBOJIbHA TeM, HACKOJIbKO OHU OBIIM OJIM3KU U OPYKETI00HHI.
Ona nomaHumna Yeppu u ckalana: «Ilogoiiou k npababymike, [Tut».

Yeppu KuBHYIa U mobexkKasa K MUCCUC XaHT.

Y110XKXUB ee CecTh pPSioM C HeHM, MIUCCUC XaHT TOCMOTpeSIa Ha Meuccy U ¢ (panbIIuBOil yIbIOKON
crpocuna: «Mrak, [I>)KaCTUH yXKe HaHeC BU3UT Balllel CeEMbe?»

Memnucca: «...»

Korpa oH x0Th pa3 HaBelamn ux ?!



Ho korpa oHa nmogyMmaiia O TOM, 9YTO TOJIBKO YTO CKd3all [ur...

Ona cHOBa nocmoTpesna Ha Yeppu, KOTOpas NOCIYyIIHO CHUAeNa PALOM C MUCCUC XaHT ...

PeGeHok mepen Heit Ooblie MOXOAuUN Ha BuHio, KoTopyto Hopa npuBesna ¢ co6oit u3 Kanudopuuwu.
HampoTus, 3T0 OGbi1a Yeppu, KOTOpas B MOCTIENHee BpeMs Bceraa Oblia TaKOU TUXOH U
HEPa3rOBOPYMBOM, YTO € OOJIbIIe Ka3aaoCh, YTO OHa OyOeT MaJeHbKUM rocrioguHoM OXOTHHUKOB ...

MoxeT OBLITh, YTO ...

B 9T0 MrHOBEHME BCE BHE3AMMHO IITEeJIKHYJIO B €€ T'OJI0BE.

OHa CHOBa ITOCMOTpesa Ha MUCCUC XaHT, KOTOpasi C yIbIOKO#M cKa3ana: «Thl He MONMXKeH ObITh TAKUM
HeOpeXHBIM B oOpainenu, [Tut. BMecTo aToro Tebe ciegyeT Ha3kBaTh ee MUCCHC AHIEPCOH.

Yeppu Mopruymna. «Ho mana ckasajn MHe ITO3BOHUTE ee Gabyika!»

Ymuas Yeppu naBHO 06Hapykumia, 4YTO BCE B 3TOM CEMbe UCIYTaJUuCh B TOT MOMEHT, KOTHa OHa
IIprBeJia Ha CLieHY CBOEero oTua!

Pasymeetcs, muccuc XaHT 0oJibllle He yIIoMUHasa 00 u3MeHeHuu CpoKa obpalieHus. BmecTo 3Toro
OHa ITOCMOTpesia Ha Menuccy ¢ yaei0Ko# u ckasasa: «Brl 6k TPOCTO ITOCMOTPENH Ha 9TOT0 pebeHKa?
OH HACTOIBKO HEBUHOBEH, UTO [laXKe He MOXKET OTJINYUTh, KTO U3 €T0 CEMBH, a KTO HET. TeM He
MeHee, 9T0 He Oonblas npobeMa, faxe eClid OH COTJIACUTCS C 9TUM U 00paTUTCS K BaM Kak K
6aby1ke.

Muccuc XaHT MOTrJia CKa3aTh 10 IoBegeHuio Yeppu, uTo [IKaCTHH yKe OaBHO 000 BCEM
no3aboTusncs. 3Hasi, YTo y Hee GOJblle HET BO3MOXKHOCTY OCTAHOBUTH OpPaK, OHa MBEICJIEHHO
B3[OXHYJIA.

B aTom cny4yae He0OXOUMO IIPOSICHUTh HEKOTOPHIE BEIITH.

Ona rny60KO B3OXHYJIA U C YIRIOKOM CKa3asa: AHIEPCOH, s mpurnacuiia Teds K cebe, MOTOMY 4TO 5
X04y K0e-4TO0 C TOOOM IOroBOPUTE. [Jymalo, BE yKe 3HaeTe, 4To Mucc CMUT u [2KacTUH
BCTpedaioTcsd. Yo BH yMaeTe 06 aToM? TakKe Hallla CeMbs Bo3JlaraeT OoJbInNe Hafiek Okl Ha [1uTa.
Koneuno, AHmepcoHbl He OyayT BO3pazKaTh, €CNIA OH B OyayIneM COMU3UTCS CO CBOEM OMOIOTUYECKOU
MaTephio, BEPHO?

XoTs oHM He 3HANIH, KeM Oblyla Ouojiorudeckas MaTh [1uTa, B KOHIIE KOHIIOB OHU ee He HalllIH.

ITo MHeHUI0O MUCCUC XaHT, HUKTO HE MOT CPABHUTHCA CO CBOMMH KPDOBHBIMHU POOCTBEHHUKAMH.



Torna Bce OvUIO Kak y Avipuc. Pagu [IxkacTuHa, pa3Be OHa He CTpafajia OT HeClpaBeAJINBOCTH
CTOJIBKO J1eT 106poBobHO? OHa Oblila eIMHCTBEHHEIM YEJIOBEKOM B 9TOM MUPE, KOTOPHIM He IUTa
HUKaAKUX MBICNIel 00 UCII0Ib30BaHuY [[;KacTUHA U XOPOILIO OTHOCHUJICS K HEMY.

XoTs 0OHa He 3HaJja, MoyeMy [[:KaCTUH HUKOTTa He YIIOMUHAN 0 OMO0JIoTU4eCcKoil MaTepu [1uTa, 3TH ee
MBICJIM HUKOTI'TIa He MEHSJIUCE.

K HacrosimmeMy BpeMeHu Menucca yKe oIlpaBUiach OT IIOTPSICEHUS U yKaca. Kak U 0KUAanoch OT
YyeJl0BeKa, KOTOPHIY TaK MHOTO IEPEXKUII B KU3HY, XKEHITMHA yKe BCe [IOHANA 3a 3TU KOPOTKue
MTHOBEHUS.

HeypusutenbHo, yTo Hopa noppmepxuBajia KOHTaKT ¢ [JxkacTuHOoM. Kak 0Ka3anoch, OTLOM ee JeTeu
OBLI He KTO UHOM, KakK caM JIxacTuH!

XoTs 0oHa He 3Hasa, Kak y Hopel u [[xKacTuHa MOSBUINCEH JETH, WU YTO UMEHHO IIPOU30ILIO TOTAQ,
OHa 3HaJla IPSIMO celyac, YTo MUCCHC XaHT, 0Y4E€BUIHO, He 3Hasa, uTo Hopa 6Gbiyta 6uonorunyeckon
MaTtepsio [luTa!

OHa 3aKalllJIsgnach U CIpocuia: «Bel 3HaeTe, e HaXoouTCs OMoloruyeckast MaTh [1uTa, MUCCHUC
XaHT?»

OpHako Muccuc XaHT HEeIIPpaBUIIBHO €€ IIOHMAJIa.

Ona mogymara, 4To Menucca uMesna B BUny, Kak [TuT cobupaeTrcst COMU3UTLCS CO CBOEH
OMOJIOrHYeCKOM MaTepPhio, €CIM OHHU Jaxke He 3HAIOT, Tae OHa?

Muccuc XaHT cpa3y ke yIEIOHyIach 1 MHOTO3HAYUTENIbHO OTBeTUNIa: «KOHEYHO, 3HaI0».

Memnucca: «??»

3aTeM Muccuc XaHT Hafynna cebs 3a CBOI CUeT U cKasasa: «['0OBOPSIT, YTO MaTEPH U UX JETU CBSI3aHHL
BoI momKHBI OBITH CITBIIATE 00 9TOM paHbIlle, BePpHO? BB TakXKe SIBISETECh MATEPhIO, IIO3TOMY BHI
MOJIKHBI 3HATh, YTO MaTh YYBCTBYET II0 OTHOIIEHUIO K CBOUM AEeTSIM. XOTS MeXAy Hei u [[:)KacTUHOM
€CTh HEKOTOPHIE HeIOMMOHUMAHMS, pafii Majb4yuKa, S AyMalo, 4To [I)KaCTHH B KOHIIE KOHIIOB ITPOCTUT
ee ».

Ona cHOBa ITOCMOTpeia Ha MeJuccy mmocye Toro, Kak Ta 3aroBOpuja, ¥ mofyMaia, Kak 3aCTaBUTh €€
orcTynuTh. OHa cka3ana: «KoHeuHo, ecu Mmucc CMHUT He BO3pazKaeT, 9TO He mpobiemMa».

Memnucca: «...»

Yronku ee ry6 HeMHOTO CXKaKuch. Eif BHe3aIlTHO 3aX0TEJIOCh 3aCMeSIThCS.



Ona cmpocuna: «Kak Thl TOT{Ia OTHOCHUIIBCS K €0 OM0JIOTNYeCKON MaTepu?»

Ha atot pa3 muccuc XaHT cTana goMuHupyomen. OHa orBeTusna: «MHe Bce paBHO, KTO oHa. OHa
3aciykHBaeT Moeil 671aroffapHOCTH TOJIBKO 3a TO, YTO POAKIIa TAKOT0 IIPEKPaCcHOT0 HaclegHUKa
XaHTOB! »

Ee croBa ObLIM HAIOTHEHB HCKPEHHEH HCKPEHHOCTEIO.

[TuT OB TPOCTO CIMIIKOM BhImatomuMcs. [laxe ero IQ moka3an nIpu3HaKu IIPeBOCXOMICTBA Ha
IIxacturOM!

Menucca B3rnIsiHy1a Ha Yeppu, Korfa OHa yCIIblliaia, YTO CKa3ajla MUCCUC XaHT, ¥ OHa He MOrJjla
yrmepxkaTtbcs oT cMexa. OHa BHe3aIlHO IIOYYBCTBOBAJA, 4To Hopa ToXKe He TaK YK IIJIOX0 YTOOBI
BBILIJIA 3aMyXK 3a XaHTOB?

Ee ynbeiOka cOuta ¢ TONKy Muccuc XaHT... «Hag yem BB cMeeTech, MUCCUC AHIEPCOH?»
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