['0BOPAT, BCA XKU3Hb COCTOUT U3 KPOBHEIX Y3, IPYXKECTBEHHBIX CBA3€U 1 B3aUMOBBITOIHBIX
IIpenJIOKEeHU.

Ha Bcsiku#i crydayt g peluia mo-go6pomMy 0THOCUThCS K AcTuHe, Oynyiied mpuHIilecce bputaHcKo
uMIepun. KTo 3HaeT, BO3M0XKHO, OHA 3aX04eT IIOMOYb MHe, KOT'fia 5 ey II0 iejlaM 3a TpaHully.

Ha konTuneHnTe Kalig pacnosnaranuch ABe UMIIEPUM, YKPBITEIE TopaMu JIopke: bputaHcKas u
JlaBpuiickasi. XoTsl y 06eux uMIepui ObT ODMHAKOBBIM CTATyC, PABHEIMU OHU He SBJISIUCH —
Bpurtanckas ummepus ob6nagana ropasmgo O00bInel BOEHHON U HAIllMOHATIBHOM MOIIIBIO.

«A el€ B Hel PoXKBalOT KoHIepH], xex», — ycMexHynach npo cedst Xa Coxu.

B BoceMusieTHEM Bo3pacTe ACTHHY yHodepusl MapKu3 bopH. [1o 3Toro, Ha IpOTAXKEHUU BCEro
npeOLIBaHMUSA IeBOUYKY B IpuioTe bpanpmona, Mapu c eé 6aHOo# u3neBanuch Haf Hell. CKOJIBKO OB
Mbspu Konnep He CTaHOBUIIOCH JIET, 37I0CTh B €€ XapaKTepe He ucYe3aa.

[TpuyuHa, 1Mo KOTOpPoX Mapu B3benach Ha ACTuHy, Obisia abCypIHOM.

3akJo4anach OHa B TOM, YTO ACTMHA — eIMHCTBEHHHIN YeJI0BEK B IIPUIOTE, KOTOPHIH BEN ceds 1mo-
yeioBeYecKu u 6aropogHo. Bugumo, arpeccreit Mapy MacKupoBasia UCIHITHBAEMBIM KOMIIIEKC
HETIOJTHOIIEHHOCTH I10 OTHOIIIEHUIO K OTKPHITOMY U [yIIeBHOMY Pe0EHKY, KaKUM-TO 06pa3oM
COXpaHMUBIIEMY BHYTPEHHee CUSIHUE B MeCTe, B KOTOPOM [APyIrue TOJIbKO YEepPCTBEIIH.

«Ecnu 651 Ha MecTe mouepu reprora Konnepa 6ria s, — obpartumnacs K cebe Xa Coxu, — TO
npennoysia Obl TOCIeI0BaTh 3a ACTUHOM, a He TBOPUTH KO3HUY.

Xwm... Torga BTOpO# NpUHI MOT OB cOCIaTh MapH, IOTOMY YTO OHa [103BOJIMIa cebe moapaxarth
HU3IIKM COCJIOBUSIM... Tak unyu uHaye, pa3Be OynTapke Mapu KoHyep He CyXKIeHO OTIIPABUTHCS B
ccenky? ITonydaetcs:, Temepsb [JeMUMOP — eIUHCTBEHHEIN, KTO JIIOOUT ACTHHY.

Mapkus BopH, ero xxeHa u cTapimi 6pat, a Takxke paboTalolire Ha 3TO CEMENCTBO CyXKallue ObUIH
O04YapoOBaHHI IPKOM KPaCOTOM CKPOMHOM [AE€BOYKHU U3 MpPAdyHOro npurTa. [laxe Tpoe ceiHOBeu KoHepa
— crapiux OpaTheB Mapu KoHumnep, oTan4alomuxcss HeloKo1e6uMoii X0I0THOCTRIO, BIIIOOUTUCE B
TJ1aBHYIO repouHo. Eciu 6bl cTapliie 4jeHk CEMbU BCE-TaKU He CMOTJIM BHIOpaTh, KOTo 3abpath u3
npuioTa bpaHOoOHA, TO HAaCIEeOHUKY I'TaBHOTO apUCTOKpaTa bpuTaHCKOU UMIIEpUY TOYHO IOAAPUIIN
OBl IIIQHC Ha JIY4NIyI0 XKU3Hb ACTHHE.

Cpennuit 6paT Mapu — BTOPO# 3HAYKMMBIN MYZKCKOH ITepcoHax. [J0BOJIbHO 3a0aBHO, YTO OH
VCIILITEIBAJT HEXKHEIE YYBCTBA K TOM, KOTO XOTEJ BUAETH B KAUeCTBe eIle€ OOHOU MIafalel cecTphl. Ha
caMoM fejie BCE OO0Jbllle TI0fe, OSBIAIOMIMXCS 110 X0y IIOBECTBOBAHHU S, BIIOOISINCE B ACTUHY UK
VCIIBITHIBAJIA K HEY NIPUBSI3aHHOCTE.

BricokoHpaBCcTBeHHas1 ACTHHaA U JOCaXK[aBlllasg BceM MapH, 104b, M030psilas BEJIMKOr0 repiora.



IleBOYKY 3aHUMAIN COBEPIIEHHOE PAa3HOE IIOJIOZKEHNE. Yurasa pOMaH, g 00 IIOCJIIEAHETO HE BEPHJla,
4YTO TaKad HeJiellasd CUTyallud OeHCTBUTENIBFHO BO3MOXKHA. JIHIIb YBUIOEB ACTI/IHy BXKUBYIO, 51 BOPYT
IIOHSJIa: B 3TOM MaJIEHbKOM CO3[0aHUU BCE HIeallbHO — HauuHas C MYIMHUCTBIX MEO0BO-CBETIILIX BOJIOC
W 3aKaH4YMWBaAd U3YMPYOHBIMU I'JIa3aMHu.

Bynp s MyK4YuWHOU, ToXe BoOunach 0vl B AcTuHy? OHa Oblyia KpacuBa. MHe faxe 3aX0TeNI0Ch
cupocuts: «He Obl1 11 TBOM 0Tel; BopoM? Torpa mouyeMy TBOU I'Jla3a MepPLAIOT, CJIOBHO
nparoleHHOCTH? f1 gyMara, OH YKpaJsl UX U BJIOKHUJI CBOEH TI00UMOIi fo4epHr BMeCTO IIas».

OHa Oblna CIUIIKOM KPaCUBOU. A ellle€ — Mo-HacTosmeMy nobpoi. [lymaro, fa. Bynop s MyK4YuHOH,
MHe OBl ACTHHA TOXe II0HPaBUJIaCh.

«JlaBait BepuuTh m00po?» — crpocua cedss Xo Coxu.

JTO0T pe6éHOK 06'beJII/IHHJ'I BCe CBA3HU BpHTaHCKOﬁ HMIIEPUU: U MEXKJINYHOCTHEIE, U MaTepPHUAJIbHEIE.

— IlpuBert, AcTuHa.

— XM... A, Mapu? — NmOH4B, YTO 3TO g IPOU3HECTa e€ uMs, ACTHHa cXKaJla IIeYy.

Bcé u3-3a Toro, 4TO ImpofenkiBana ¢ Hei Mapu 10 TOTO, KakK s 0OKa3ajach B e€ Tene? Ko MHe
BEPHYJINCH HE BCE €€ BOCIIOMHUHAHUS O MPOIIJIOM. MHOTO€E 0CTaBajoCh pa3MBITHIM. CYyAUTh O TOM,
My4una 1 Mapu ACTHHY, S MOTY TOJIbKO I10 MPOYUTAaHHBEIM CTPOKaM poOMaHa.

Y3KacHBIe U3[IeBaTeIbCTBA, CBAP/IMBAS MPUAUPYHUBOCTD... A Begb Mapu BHIIIsIeNa He MeHee MUJION U
KpacCHBOU eBOYKOM, yeM AcTuHa. brecTsime, Kak CMOJIb, BOJIOCH U CyMepe4Hble, KaK HOYHOe Hebo,
r7a3a — IPOKIISITHE, YHAC/IeIoBaHHOe OT repiiora. Cefiyac, Kak B IMpoIoy xkxu3Hu Xa Coxy, Tasa K
TOMY 3Ke IIPUOOpPesId HeUTO KOoLIayhbe.

«YHeCTHO roBOPS, BEITJIAAUT MpayHOBaTO», — nopyMasa Xa Coxu.

B nmputoTe BpsHmoHa, HACTOSIIEM JIOTOBe 3J1a, KaKOi OBl CHIIBHOM ¥ KeCTOKOM HU Oblyla M3apu, oHa
BCeTfIa JefiCTBOBaja COTIaCHO 3aKOHY AXKYHTe. S yOemunach B 3TOM, KOTia IIepepoauiIach B Teye
MIEeBOYKH C YaCThIO BOCIOMUHAHUY O €€ MPOIIIOoH XU3HHU. [TRIIKOCTh HpaBa IOOTBEPKOaIach TEM, YTO
s, a TouHee Mapu KoHnep, Kaxkablid pas Ijia OfHa MPOTHB 3afUPHUCTHIX MaJIbYUIIEK. Ty CTOPOHY €€
TIOBEIeHUST MEeHSTh 51 He coOMpasach — He IMoMeIaeT IIOCTHYh OCHOBEI 00si. KTo 3HaeT, uem
IPEICTOUT 3aHUMATHCS B OYAyIeM — CPA3UThCSI C UMIIEPATOPCKUM PHILIapeM?

[TprurHa MOTja 3aKJI0YaThCs TaKXke B TOM, 4To Mapu — MiIafIias qoub repiora Kornmepa, KoTopas,
HECMOTPS Ha I0HBIM BO3DPAcCT, OblJIa MEHBIIE CBOUX CBEPCTHUKOB, HO, HE CMOTPS Ha 3TO, 3HAUYUTEIIBHO
CUJIbHEE.

— Cpemn 3T0.



ActuHa YCTaBUJIaCh Ha ME€H{A C HEIIOHMMAIOIMNM B3TJIATOM.

Kaxk s yxKe paccka3biBajia, IpPUIOTY bpaHmoHa, KOTOPHIM HaXO[UIICS CPeIy I'Op, PACTSIHYBIIUXCS Ha
rpaHulle IByX UMIIepUii, He XBaTaslo MOAepkKKu. Peiko mepemnaaomnire CyOCUauy TUPEKTOD
npucBauBai cebe. M3-3a HeXBaTKK HHUHAHCOB U PECYPCOB BOCIUTAHHUKAM IIPUIOTa BCETMA HE
XBaTaJio ensl. [TpusATHO OBITIO MOMYYXUTh Ha 3aBTPAK IIPECHYI0 OBCSIHYIO Kallly, a Ha obem —
BOJSIHHCTHIE IITM. B Te MHM, KOTHA JOTOTHUTENIHBHO ITOIaBasICs PACCHIIYATHI U YEPCTBHIN X71e0, IeTH
CMOTPEJIU Ha CTOJI C TPEIIETOM.

Bpons o oKpecTHOCTSIM, g IIpo3Hana, YTO HefaleKo OT IIPHIoTa IIocaXkeHo KapTodelbHOe ToJe.
[ToHSITH, YTO PACTET UMEHHO KApPTOILKa, MHE OBIJIO JIET'KO, IIOTOMY YTO MOJIOABIE TOMHI IIPOIIIION
JKU3HU 1 IPoBefia B iepeBHe ¢ 0abymkoi. KoHeuHo, 0OBIYHO 51 He caXKalla, He I0JIMBaja U He
cobupasa ypoxaii, Ho pa3Be 3TOT (aKT MellaeT MHe B3SITh cefyac Mmapoyky KapTohenun?

Mup B fonry nepeno MHOU!

Hatins onpaBraHue CBOeMY IIOCTYIIKY, S IIOKJIOHUIACh KapTodeIbHOMY MO0 U moobeliana eMmy
BEPHYThH [103aMMCTBOBaHHOE, KaK TOJIBKO repLor 3a0epeT MeHs TOMOH.

— W3BuHUTE, N3BNHUTE!

[TpuBe3€HHBIE C cO00i KITyOHHU S TAWKOM 3alleKJia, II0Ka YUCTHIa AYX0BKY — Helto0uMas
00513aHHOCTDb OCTANIbHHIX JIeTeH. A Temepb OJHY U3 C TPYAOM [OCTABIIMXCS KapTodenuH s
HaMepeBasach OTHaTh ACTUHE. B mpuioTe camblit e¥CTBEHHEBIN CII0CO6 TPOAEMOHCTPHUPOBATH
IpyxKentobue U CKJIIOHUTh Ha CBOI0 CTOPOHY — IIOENIUTHCS eJOH.

Maro oTIu4uid OT TOTO, KaK B MPONIION XKu3HA Xa CoxXu KaXKObli CEMECTP IPOTITrHUBaia KapaMenb
CBOEMY TIPUSATENIO, IpPefiaras I03HaKOMUTHCS oOnuxke. PadyMeeTcs:, KaX[bll pa3 ei He yoaBanioch
3TO cHesaTh U3-3a ABOIOPOAHOro OparTa.

— OTkyga 3T0?.. — pacTepssHHO cupocuiia ACTHUHA.

— He BopuM ¥ Chelllb TAWKOM.

— [ToueMy THI BOPYT OTHAENIL MHE efy? — OHa HAaCTOPOXKEHHO B3TJISHYJIA Ha IPOTAHYTYIO PYKY.

YuuTHBas CIHMCOK COBEPIIEHHBIX MapH IOAIOCTEN, pa3yMHO, YTO IeBOYKa €€ OMacaeTcs — BOPYT
Maspu 3axoTesnia OTpaBUTh ACTUHY?

— Jlag#o... Crymia#, eciy mogyMaTh, MBI C TOOOM — eIMHCTBEHHBIE EBOYKU-POBECHUIIEI B 9TOM
nputoTe. [103TOMY g X04y, YTOOBEI MBI BCE 3a0BIIK U IIPOCTO CTalIM IogpyramMu. A moka... [Ipoctu, 4To
6ecroxom Teb4.



4 meMCTBUTENBHO HE Melllajia ¥ He 3afgupaina ACTUHY. «d» — 3T0 nepepoxnenHas Xa Coxu, KoTopas
OKa3aach B Tefie Mapu KoHnep ¥ BCIOMHHKIIa HEKOTOPYIO YacCTh €€ XKU3HU. [IoHuMas, 94To Mapu
BeJia ce0s2 0CKOPOUTENbHO, 1 COYYBCTBOBaJIa ACTHHE, TIOTOMY UCKPEHHe U3BUHUJIACH Ilepe] Hel.

— Crmacubo!

[ToueMy OHa TaK JIETKO IIPHHSIa MOY U3BUHEHUS U Jaxke B OTBET mobnarogapuina?.. MoxkeT, 3TO
CBSI3aHO C KapTo(deNnbHHIM TPIOKOM? Helnoxyio BCE-TaKu YIIOBKY MOBEJIOCh Y3HAThH B MPOIIUION KU3HHU.
YaouBneHa, 4TO OHA HACTOIBKO 3P PeKTrBHA — cpaboTasa JaydIle, YeM 0KUOAI0Ch. YIbI0Ka ACTUHE
Oplria 0COOEHHO STPKOM.

Hackonbko Bceobbemmionia eé qodpora? Mapu KoHnep CUIbHO JOKyYasia el, a 0Ha — TeIlIo
ynbibaeTcs, 6eccTpalrHo IPUHUMAET U3 PYK ey U CepiedyHo 0arogapuT CBOI0 MyUYUTEIbHUILY.

— Th c061/1paembc;{ BOT TaK JIETKO IIPOCTHUTH MeHs?

— Koneuno, Mapu! Bens TH u3BuHMUIACE... U mana MHeE IIpeKpacHy eny!

— AcTHHa, TIOCITyIIai MeHs.

— Xm?

— 4 He B mpaBe Tebe yKa3bIBaTh, HO TH HE NOJIKHA HACTOJIBKO JIETKO MPOLIaTh MeHs. [Ipyrue moau
3TOT0 He MOUMYT U OyIyT CMOTPETHL Ha TeOSI CBLICOKA.

— XOpOHIO... — Ka3aJIOChk, OHa COrjlaCujiaCh, HO pacCTepalacs.

Moeii 11enibto OBITIO aanTHPOBATh NOOPYI0 ACTHHY K XKM3HU B OecromamHoM obiiectse. IToaTomy s
peluia JaTh e HeCKOJIBKO COBETOB, KOTOPHIE IIOMOTJIM M MHE CJIerKa 0OJIerYUTh CBOE TYIIEBHOE
cocTostHre. Bo3aM0OXKHO, cefivac ACTHHA HE 0CO3HAET BaKHOCTh 3TUX COBETOB, HO IM03XKe, KOTIa
BBIPACTET, OHA HAaBEePHSIKa BCIOMHUT MOM CJIOBa U 3afyMaeTcs: « EQUHCTBEHHBIM HACTOSIIUM [APYTOM
IJIst MeHs Oblsia MapH...».

4 akKKypaTHO NIPUKOCHYJIACh K €€ Iyiedy. ACTHHA, IO 3TOT0 B 3alyMUUBOM CMSITEHUU IIOCTyKUBAOIIas
TIPaBO¥ HOTOM 3eMITIO, TOJHSIACE.

— OpuH ygap.

— YTo TH MMeeIlb B BULY?

— AcTHHa, 5 X04y HaJaguTh Halu ¢ TOO0M oTHOIIEeHUs . Ho MoHMMal0 BCIO TSAKECTh IIPOIIIOro —



O0CO3HaAlO, 9YTO TBOPHJIA OO 3TOTO... A ue X049y IIPOOOoJIZKaTh TO, 9TO OBIIIO. HpI/I 9TOM HE€ HaCTaHBalO Ha
IIPOIIEHNH. TomnbKO IIOTOMY, 9TO KTO-TO IIPOCHUT IIPOIIEHUSA U XKeJlaeT IIPDUMHUPEHN S, ThI ele He
o0si3aHa IIPUHUMATE 3TO U UATHU HABCTPEYY...

ActuHa Olllapalll€eHHO CMOTPEJIa Ha MEHA, CJIOBHO YJII/IB_TIéHHaH YCIEIIIaHHBIMU CJIOBAMH. 3TO MOTJIO
IIOKa3aThCA 3rOMCTUYHBIM, HO MHE OBIJIO BasKHO ITOMBITATHCS BOCCTAHOBUTH C HEH 06I.T.IGHI/Ie. Momnua
BCMATpPHUBAACH B MO€ JINIIO, OHA KPEIIKO C2KaJla B KYJIAKK CBOX HEXKHBIE PDYYKH.

Bbax!

— Mopu, npoctu! Mue xkans! Tebe 6071bHO?..

[ToiimaB Ha ce0e B3I MOUX PACIIMPEHHBIX I'71a3, ACTHHA pelllniia, YTO IPUYUHIIA MHE XKYTKYIO
6onb, u pacmnakanach. C BomHEeHHEM U OECIIOKOMCTBOM OHa MPOIOJIKIIIa MEHSI OCMaTPUBATh.

4 Xe HEBOJIBHO BO3MYTHIACh PO cebsi:

«IToyuemy Mapu He MOTJIa OCTABUTh B IIOKOE XOPOIIIYIO IeBOUKY?!»

[Tocre ToOM UCTOPHUY S CTaJla UCIBITHIBATH €I1€ OOJBIIYI0 XKaJIOCTh K ACTUHE U BCSIYECKU CTapasiach
IIPOSIBNIATE K HeM noOpoTy. JIeo, Mos IipaBas pyKa, BHE3alHO BhIpa3ujl CBOE HEJOBOJILCTBO 3TUM
pellieHreM, OTHAKO B KOHEYHOM CUETe IOMUMHUIICS Moel Boye. B mpuHIume, Kak u bpaitaH, Mo
TJIaBHBIM COTIEPHUK, KOTOPHIY B KOHEYHOM CUETE T0CJIE HECKOJIBKUX YIapOB B OUEPEIHON CTHIYKE
IIOKOPUJICS MHE.

Bce, KTO yncnuics B Moe OaHfe B IPUIOTE, IIepecTaiu OeCIIOKOUTh ACTHHY, KaK U 001IaThCs CO
MHOU. BumruMo, oHM OBITIM HEeIOBOJILHEI IEpeMeHaMy B MOEM IoBefeHur. Huuero He mopesnaerib.
['maBHOE — BBIKUTH, Beib TaK? C 9THM 5T B COCTOSTHUU U CAMOCTOSITEIIbHO CIIPABUTHCSH.

AcTrHY 0COOEHHO TPEBOXKHUJIO TO, YTO S ITOTEPSIa CBOE MOJI0KEHNEe CPefy BOCIIMTAaHHUKOB 13-3a HEE.
Ho BTpoéM MBI — 1, Jleo 1 ACTMHa — IIpeKpacHO JTafuiu. B IeHb CBOero oThe3fa, Koraa mpuexar
Mapku3 BopH, Hallla cBeT/Ias IMOAPYyra BHOBL JIUJIA CIE3H ¥ MPUXKKUMaIach CBOUM Pa3ropsuEHHBIM
n6oM K MoeMmy. E€ mmay ObIT TAKMM OTYASTHHBEIM, YTO MHE Ka3aJIoCh, 5 He BRIIEPKY 3TOT HAOPHIB U
TOoXe 3amnavy. Ho s Hamwta B cebe CUITHI ciepkKaThCst, YTOOH HE pacCTparuBaTh B IIEPBYIO OUYePemdb
Actuny... Ha npoijaaue oHa mofapuiia MHE CBOE OXKepeibe.

— He 3a0niBait MeHs, MapHu...

«MBI BCE paBHO €lll€ YBUAUMCS...» — II0AyMana .

He roBops HU CJIOBa, s KUBHY/a. ACTHHA yIIla, Iepel 3TUM rnomnpocus Jleo 06 ogomxkenuu. Mapu u
Jleo, 00bIyHO M30eraBIre 100X TPUKOCHOBEHUN APYT K APYTY, IOTOMY YTO CUMUTAJIX, YTO OT 3TOTO
Ha WX TeJlax MPOCTYIUT CHIIIb, BIIEPBHIE NEPXKAJUCh 3a PYKHU.



— MSpI/I, THI IJIa4eIs? — CIIPOCHUITI MaJIbYHUK.

— A? Her!

— THl TIaYeltb... — OH YTBEPAUTENIBHO KaUHYJI TOJIOBOM.

Mzl ¢ Jleo gepxKanuch 3a PyKU [0 TeX 0P, II0Ka He MOTePSIN U3 BULY OThe3KaloLlylo KapeTy. A
IIOTOM BEPHYJIUCH B IIPUIOT bpaHaoHa u moccopunuck. CKOpo U MO OTell IPUAET 3abpaTh MeHs.

A He HaMepeBajlaCb Tpe60BaTB OFpOMHOﬁ m00BH K cebe, HO MHE XOTeJI0Ch O6peCTI/I CEMEIO, KOTOpOﬁ y
MEHd OOoJIroe BpeMS He OBLITO.

He ynepaBUInCe, s1 OTIIPABUIA MEICTIEHHOE COOOIEHE:

«ITama, He MOXKeIb JIU TH IIPUUTH PaHbIIIe?
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