"Tak Kak ke paboTaeT Ta IITyKa, 3-3, buBpéct?" - cka3an banuep. OH cHOBa ORI TOX0XK Ha ce0s1, OH
CKMMaJl PYKHU B KyJlaKy U OTJIIABIBAICS II0 CTOPOHaM. bynmyuu npuBwkiuM K buspécty, JIoku,
TPYOHO OBITIO MIPEeCTaBUTh, YTOOH KTO-TO HEPBHUYAJ M3-3a MTyTEIIECTBUS 110 HeMy. Uero ke 00IThCsS
Bannep? He eMy mpeficTOsII pa3roBOp C POAUTENSIMHU, KOTOPHIM ITPUBET K IOMIBITKE caMOyOuiicTBa B
Opyrou BpeMeHHOM miKasne. [TocmenHne HECKOIbKO OHel JIOKK 130 BCeX CUJI CTapasiCs JyMaTh TOJIBKO
0 Muprapge, ¥ eMy 3TO B OCHOBHOM y[1aBajoCh, HO IIepeabIKa 3aKoHuniIach. OH He UMeJ HU
MaJIeHIIero MpefcTaBlIeHUsI 0 TOM, YTO 3TO MOXKET OBITh 3a CTpAIIHAas TaliHa, U B XKUBOTE Y HETO
TIOCEJTUJICS TOITHOTBOPHBIN y2Kac. Bce Ob110 OB TOpa3mo mpoiie, eciu Obl OH OB U3 TEX JIIOHeH,
KOTOPBIE MOT'YT CMUPHUTBCS C TEM, YTO TalHa CYLIECTBYET, HE 3Hasl CaMOU TaWHHL.

"Bce oueHb IpocTO. MEI BCTaHEM B ONIPeeIEHHOM MeCTe, ¥ Torga XerMaanib OTKpoeT BUBpECT u
nepeHeceT Hac B Acrapa. Bce nyTeliecTBre 3aliMeT BCEro HECKOJIBKO MIrHOBeHuu". Ha 3TOT pa3
MecTo fJ1si BuBpécTa OBIIIO PACIIOI0KEHO Ha TPaBe Ha 0004YMHe IOPOTH, TPUMEPHO B MHUJIE OT
y00TOoro IMoCTOSITIOTO ABOPA, TAe OCTaHOBUJICS BaHHED.

"Xa, Tak 9T0 4TO-TO Bpoje "[lomuumMu mens, Ckortu"?"
JIOKM HaXMypPUJICH.
"O, mpocTH, 51 gyMmalo, ¥ TeOs He Tak MHOT'0 3eMHBIX pPa3BlIeYyeHUN".

"Harmu BU3UTHL B IPOIIJIOM ObIIM HEeYacThIMU", — cKa3as JIoku. "X0Ts B IOOPOCTKOBOM BO3pAcTe MHE
OY€eHb [TOHPABUJIKCh HECKOJIBKO BalllMX TeaTpabHEIX [IOCTaHOBOK".

" Ha 4TO OH OX0OXK?"

"Yro?" - cKa3as JIoKH, KOTOPBIM BCIIOMUHAJI, KaK BEICTYIIAJ IIepef TOJIIIOM BOCTOPXKEHHBIX CMEPTHBIX.
2Kanb, 4To UX XKU3HB OblIa TAKOM KOPOTKOM. Bcero HeCKOMbKO NeCITUIeTHH, YTOOHI YCIIETh BCe
CHenaTh, Ipexye ueM cMepTh 3abepeT ux. JIOKM COMHeBaJICsl, YTO KTO-HUOYOb Ha 3TOM IJIaHETe
IIOMHUT FeHUAJIbHOTO I[paMaTypra Uid Kakue-mubo U3 ero BOCXUTUTENIbHEIX IPOU3BEIeHNU YeThpe
BeKa CIIyCTH.

"BuBpécTt", — cka3an baHHeD.

JIoku MoT OBI ITPSIMO CKa3aTh eMy, YTO OIyIleHue oT BUBpEcTe TOUHO TAKOe XKe, KaK ¥ Ha IePBHII
B3TJISI: 3aXBaTHIBAIOIINY AyX MOJIET Yepe3 3Be3anl. OgHaKo ero cOOCTBEHHOE HapacTalolllee
0eCIoK0MCTBO ObIIO HACTOILKO BEJIMKO, YTO OH HEe HMCIIEITHIBAI 0COO0TO XKejlaHus 001er4aTh CTPaxu
Basnnepa. Ha camoM gerne oH mpeamovyuTas gejaTh Bce Hao0opoT. "ITo He oueHb 60Ie3HEeHHO, 110
KparHe# Mepe, Is aca. S He MOTY CKa3aTh, KaKOBO 3TO I CMEPTHOTO".

Ha nuie BaHHepa IIPOMEJIBKHYJIa TPEeBOr'a. JIoku chemnan BUA, 4TO HE 3aMEeTUJI.

IxetH, [Jlapcu ¥ DPUK, MOIIATHIBASICh, BOILIIK B 00CcepBaTOpHrio BMecTe ¢ TopoM. [I3KelH cxBaTuiIa
Topa 3a pyKy, 4T0oOH yaepkKaThCs Ha HOTaX, ¥ OH IOCTapasics He pearupoBaTh Ha IPUKOCHOBEHUE €€
pyk#. Kak TOIbKO OHa BOCCTaHOBHJIA PaBHOBECHE, OH OTOIIET OT Hee Ha Imar. OHa, Ka3aJioCh, HUYEro
He 3aMedvasa, TakK Kak celyac, Kak U ee CIYTHUKH, OblJIa CIIMIIKOM 3aHsTa Pa3TiIsabiBaHNEM
OKpyXKarolei 06CTaHOBKH.

"o6po mozxkanoBaThk B Acrapn', — cka3an Xewmpganib. Ero ynbibka Ovina 6oiee HCKpPeHHEeH, 4eM
kKorga Top npuBen [IKelH IOMOU 3a [eHb 00 HamameHus MajeKnuTa, YTO TOBOPUIIO O XOPOIIIeM
HacTtpoeHud. "Jlegu Cud ¥ Tpoe BOUHOB IIPUAYT IONPUBETCTBOBATE BaC, ¥ OHU NIPUBELYT JIOLIAMEH,



yTOOHRI BHI BCE MOTJIM OTIIPABUTHCS B IMyTh. Llapuila Toxke npubymet".
"Brl mepegBUraeTech Ha Jomaaax?" - cupocuna Japcu.

"Koneuno", — orBeTun Top. "Acrappackue KOHU 00J1alal0T BEICOKUM HHTEJIJIEKTOM U ITPEBOCXOIST
mo00e MeXaHNYeCKoe Ha3eMHOe TPAHCIIOPTHOE CPEACTBO. Y HAC eCTh KOpabiu 1 TOOKYU, KOTa HaM
HY2KHO MyTeIIeCTBOBATh 110 MOPIO UIU BO3OYXY".

OpUK HemoBepUMUBO paccMmesscs, a Top ynsiOHyncs. Kak cTpaHHO, HONMKHO ObITh, 00HAPYXKUTh, YTO
BCe UCTOPYHU, Ha KOTOPHIX Tl POC B IE€TCTBE, B KAKON-TO Mepe OKa3aJlucCh npaBaod. OH MOBEPHYJICI K
Xeumpanny. "JIoku u BaHHEp?" IpUK B3OPOTHY. 3a HECKOJIBKO YaCOB, IPOIIEAIINX C TEX 0P, KaK
®piopu 00HAPOIOBA/ CBOH IIJIaH OTIPABUTh TPEX JIofeH B Acrapy B 0QUITHATBHOM JAUIIIOMAaTHYECKOM
cratyce, Top y3Has, 4To IpUK yKe OblI 3HaKOM ¢ baHHepoM. Bo3MOXKHO, 3TO CBSI3b C OOHUM U3
IOKTOPOB HayK. Top Hagessics, YTO 9TO TOMOXKET UM 000MM ITOUYBCTBOBaThL Acrapn 0ojiee OIU3KUM.

"OHHU JOCTUTINH IIoIIaaKu buBpécTa", — ckazan XelMpaasnb. OH clierkKa moBepHyaI Xo0hyHT B
IIOCTaMeHTe, U IecTepeHKN 00CcepBaTOPUM 3afBUTaIMCh BOKPYT Hero. [IKelH Ha0moana 3a STUMH
IIPOIIECCOM, TJIa3a ee TOPEeJH OT JII0OOILITCTBA.

"9TO TO camoe MecTo", — cka3as JIoKH.

Ha n6y BanHepa 6ecTeny KamelbKy [I0Ta, X OH Jieprajics CuibHee, yeM 00bYHO. Ero
eIMHCTBEHHEIM OTBETOM OBITT KUBOK.

"Xouelnn, 51 BO3bMY TebOs 3a pyKy?"

"Uro? Het."

"1 mor GBI CHOBa IPUHSATH 00/IMK HOKTOpa Pocc".
"4 B mopsapke!"

“Ilo Tex mop, moka...".

"TlepecTaHb pa3gpaxaTb MeHs, 3aCTaBsAs 3a0bITh, YUTO 5 COOMPAIOCh OTIIPABUTHCS Ha APYTYIO
IIJIaHETY IIOf JIy4OM SHEPTHuH, JOCTAaTOYHO MOIIHEIM, YTOOH pa3pe3aTh MeHS momojam", —
pa3gpaXkeHHO OrphI3HYJICSA BaHHep. "OTo He moMoraeT".

XeWManib aKTUBUPOBal BUBPECT TOTYKOM BHU3, U SPKKE JIyYU SHEPTUU YCTPEMUIIUCH B
IIPOCTPAHCTBO. "BceM OBICTPO OTOUTH B CTOPOHY", — CKa3aJl OH.

Top HaxMypuIcs. BpsAn v OHM U paHbIIe CTOSIM MPSIMO Ha IyTH, HO XelMaasnss OblIo He
nepeyOequTh, ¥ OH OTBEJI TPeX CMEPTHHIX KaK MOXKHO Hasbie 0T buBpécTa, He MpubIUKasCh K
BeIXOMY. He ycmenu oHU 3TO chenaTh, Kak JIoku BopBasicss B O6CepBaTOPHUIO C TAKOM CKOPOCTHIO,
CIIOBHO €ero Iiam ropen. "Ilomorute!"

OtBeT Ha Bompoc Topa IpwuIles paHbllle, YeM OH YCIIeN ero 3ajaTh: XaJlk BRLICKOYUI U3 BUBpécTa, ero
Pa3bSPEHHEIE TNIa3a YCTPeMUIuch Ha JIoku. XeiMaalb JIOBKO IITAarHY/ B CTOPOHY, TPOMyCKas MUMO
ce0s 3eJIeHOe YyMIOBHIIIE.



"JIOKH, 4TO CNy4usock?" KpukHyn Top, mobexkaB 3a CBOUM OpaToM 1 XaIKOM.

"Bo3M0XKHO, 1 HAaMepPeHHO mopmorpes 6ecrnokoiicTBo banHepa 1no moBoxy buBpécTa", — mpokpuyan
JIoku B oTBeT. "CoBCceM 4yThb-4yTh. OH HayaJ IIpeBpallaThCs, KaK TOJIbKO MBI ITOMad B HEro".

"3Haennn, 6paT, — cka3asn Top, — [JId CTOJIb YMHOW JIMYHOCTH Thl UHOTAA ObIBaeIlb IPOCTO UAUOTOM".
OH BOCIIO/TH30BAJICSI HEPEIIUTEILHOCTHIO XalKa, KOTfla TOT IIOHSJI, HACKOIbKO YyKUM OBITIO €r0
OKpyXeHue, YTOOBl BCKOYUTL €My Ha CIIMHY U B3STh €T0 B YAYIIAIOIINH 3aXBaT C ITOMOIIIBIO
MrénbHUpA.

"A Kak MHaye s y3Halo, YTO g [IefCTBUTEIbHO TBOU OpaT?" oTBeTU I JIOKM, OTOPBABIIMCH OT XajKa
(KOTOpBIY peBesI 0T HELOBOJIBCTBA U XBaTasICA 3a Topa, MEITasiCh 0TOPBATh €r0 OT CIIMHEI) Ha
IOCTATOYHOE PACCTOsIHUE, YTOOL pa3BePHYTHCS U IPUTOTOBUTHCS BCTYIIUTh B CXBATKy Ha CBOUX
ycnoBusax. Cud, ®angpan, OryH u Bonbimitarr ObIIM BCETO B CTa METPax, OHKM OCTaBUIIU JIOIIafiel,
YTOOBI IPUUTH Ha ITOMOIIIb.

KoponeBa Acrappa cTpeMuiack BHOBL YBUIETh CBOMX ChIHOBeM. OHa mepuoandecky Habomana 3a
HUMU C TPOHA, B TIEPEPEIBAX MEXKMY BHIIOTHEHUEM CBOMX MHOTOYMCIIEHHBIX 00513aHHOCTEH, HO TAaKUX
ManeKux B3TJISI0B ObIIO HEIOCTATOYHO, KAKUMU ObI MHTEPECHBIMU OHY HU OBIIIH.

[ToTpaTuB GOMBINYIO YaCTh THICAUYEIETUS Ha TO, YTOOH [IBa €€ HEBEPOSATHO OflaPEHHBIX MalbyriKa He
morubIK, COBEPIINB KaKyl0-HUOYOb TTIYIIOCTD (@ 9TO HE MeHee TPYMHOe 3aHsATHe, YEM YIIpaBlIeHHUe
IIJapCTBOM), OHA He yOUBUIIACh, KOTIa IIEPBHIM, UTO OHA yBHe/a Ha Pagy:KHOM MOCTY, ObIsI0 60JIbIIIOE
3eJIeHO€e CYIIEeCTBO, KOTOpoe MBHIPsIo0 uX, Cud u Tpex BonHOB, Kak KyKoJjl. [IoKa 0Ha CMOTpena,
OryH 1 BonpimTarr KyBEIPKOM CJIETENIH C MOCTa B Mope nof HUM. Ee siiHXepuu Kpemnde CKUAMalu
OpyXkHe, HO OHa JIUIb B3[[0OXHYJIa U ITOKadasa rojioBoi. " OTmpaBbTe JOOKY, YTOO BHUIOBUTH U3 BOAHI
Halmx XpabphIx BOMHOB", — CKa3aja OHa.

Ona mpopoixarna HabmomaTh 3a CXBaTKOM. M3 Toro, 4To OHa BUAENa C TPOHA, OHA 3Hasa, 4To
3eJIeHOE CYIIECTBO - COIO3HUK, HO TAKOT'0 HEOUCHUIIIMHUPOBAHHOI0 CTUJIS 605 OHA ellle He BUOENA.
YemMm monbiiie oHa Habimomana, TeM 00JIbIlle OH CTAHOBUJICS IIOX0XK... Ha AUTSA. JJOBOIBHO GOJIBIIIOTO
pebeHKa, KOTOPHIH He 3HAJI CBOEH CHIIH, KOTOPOMY He XBaTaJjlo CJIOB, YTOOB! BHIPA3UTh CBOIO 60JIb, U
€My 0CTaBaJIOCh TOJIBKO TIRITAThCS CHeIaTh 3TO Yepe3 pa3pyiieHue. OHa JIeTKO ciie3na ¢ [unnupa u
Haydaja MOTH, CIIJIeTas CBOIO Maruio B OCHOBY 3aK/IMHAHUS, KOTOPOe OHa He MCII0/Ih30Baja yKe 0KO0JI0
neBsATH BeKOB. "CToU", — CKa3alla OHa, KOT{la SUHXEpUU CHena mar 3a Heu.

"T®l yBEPEH, UTO 9TOT 'POMHUIIA - TBOK Opyr?" - Bop4asn PaHpapas, yBopayuBascCh OT OLHOTO U3
KyJ1akoB Xaska. "[1oxoxe, TEL eMy He 04eHB-TO HPaBUIIILCS".

"Ecnu MBI CMO2KEM 3aCTaBUTh €I'0 YCIIOKOUTHLCS, OH BEPHETCS B CBOIO CMEPTHYIO (GOPMY, U 5 CMOTY
IIPEeICTaBUTh Bac APYT APyry", — cKa3as Top, ucmnonb3yss MbEMbHUP, YTOOH 3a0710KMPOBATh OOJIBIION
3€JIeHbIH JIOKOTE.

"W s monaraio, 4TO CpakeHre C HUM - 3TO CII0co0 yCIIOKOUTE ero?" - ¢ capka3MoM ckasana Cud. OHa
Oblla eQUHCTBEHHOM, KOro XajK He CMOT II0pa3uTh, HO 9TO OBLJIO He W3-3a OTCYTCTBUS MOIBITOK.

C nopora ob6cepBaTopuu Top yBupen [lapcu, CTOSBIIYIO C HAallpaBJIeHHKIM Ha HUX TenedoHoM. [IKelH
1 JPUK CTOSIU 110 00e CTOPOHEL OT Hee, 00a BHITJIANENN B IIIOKE. 3a CEKYH[y, II0Ka OH CMOTpeJ, XaJlk,
cMeTasi OBOMHUKOB, HAKOHEII IoMar HacTosIero JIOKu 3a MUBOPOT U COPOCHUIT €T0 C MOCTA Tak XKe,



KakK OH cheJiall 3TO C OI"YHOM u BompIiirarrom.

[Tpu Bupe 6pata napatorero ¢ PamykHoro Mocra, Top oTpearupoBan He 3afyMbIBasich. Kakag-To
YacTh ero pa3yMa 3Haja, YTO OH, KaK U UX OPY3bs, 6J1aromnoyyHo MPU3eMIUTCS B BOIY, TOE eMy
OymeT yrpoxarth ellle MeHbIIas OMaCHOCTh, 61aromapst ero CrroCoOGHOCTSIM K ITePEeBOIIOUIEHHUI0, HO
3Ta 4acThb efBa 1 oOpaTuia Ha 3To BHUMaHue. OH 6pocust 60ps0y, He OTJISIABIBAsICh HA3a[,
packpyTun MBEIBHUD U IPHITHYI 3a 6paToM. OH MOMMaJ ero Io TOro, Kak TOT yIIall B BOAY, U
B3JIeTEJI 00pPAaTHO Ha MOCT.

JIoKH, KOTOPBEIY IPOTECTOBA IIPOTUB MaHePHl Topa HOCUTh €ro Ha pyKax, 3aMep, IMUPOKO PACKPHIB
ria3a. Korma Top yBUzes, Ha 4TO OH CMOTPUT, OH CHejial TO Xe camoe. VX MaTh 1j1a, COBEPIIEHHO
Oe3o0pyxkKHas, 110 CBepKaIIUM KpUCTayiaM K XaJiKy, KOTOPEIY 3aMEeTHJT 3TO IIPUMEPHO B TOT XKe
MOMEHT, 4TO ¥ oHU. COuB Cud u ®aHmgpasna c HOT, OH U3[aJl HEBHSTHBIM PeB U CTaJl HAIBUTAThCS Ha
Hee. EnuHCTBeHHOU peakimen ®purru OBIIO TO, YTO OHA IIPOHOJIKasia uaTy O6MKe, BEIpaXkeHUe ee
nu1ia OBII0 CoOBepIIeHHO 6e3MsaTeXKHEIM. MTHOBEHME CITYCTS OHA Havasla neTh. Top HaxMypun GpOBH.
910 OBlNa MmecHs, KOTOPYI0 OH CMyTHO IIOMHHUJI CO BPEMEH [IeTCTBa.

['opa3po Gomnblllee HelOYMeHHE, YeM 3BYKM 3HAKOMOI KONMbIOeTbHOM, BhI3Bajla peakius Xanka. Ero
II0XO[IKa 3aMe[Iujachk, PyKU OMyCTUJIUCH, KyJIaKU Pa3KaJluCh, ¥ OH OCTAJICS CTOSTh IIepef
KOpPOJIeBOM Acrapia IOYTH ITOJIHOCTHIO CIIOKOMHEIM. OHa yNbI0OHYIach €My U IOJI0KHUTIA PYKY Ha
cepaue. "Tebe He HYKHO 60SITHCS, MaJbII", — CKa3aja OHa. "3mech TH B 0e30macHOCTH".

Top 0OMeHSIJICST HeTOBOJILHEIM B3TJISIOM C JIOKH, KOTOPEIH, Ka3aJI0Ch, TOXe OBIT OIIIeJIOMJIEH TEM,
YTO UX MaTh o0Opalranach C 4eJI0BEKOM, KOTOPHIH [J0 9TOTO IIBHIPSII €6 COOCTBEHHEIX CHIHOBEH, KaK C
MaJIeHbKUM PeOeHKOM, HyKIaIOIUMCS B YTEIIIeHUH, ¥ 9TO JeHCTBUTEIbHO PaboTao.

Ha aTor pas, korga bpioc npuiten B ce0s, meped HUM CTOsIIa yABI0AOMasacs KeHIIHa CPeOHUX JIeT
C 30JIOTUCTHIMHY JIOKOHAMHU, CIIalal0IIMMK Ha OJHO I1JIe4Y0, B 60raTo PACIIMTOM IIJIaThe 10 CAMBIX
TyQesnb U 4TO-TO CXKUMaJsla B pyKax.

"M-M-MaM?" - cka3asl 0oH. OH OrJIsigesiCs BOKPYT, ¥ eMy IIPUIIUIOCH CAelaTh ABaXKAbl B3T/ISAHYTh TOUYTH
Ha BCe. MOCT U3 pa3HOLIBETHOT O XPYCTasisl, 30JI0TOM TOPOL Basld, 3aXxBaThIBaloIlee AyX BeyepHee
He00, B KOTOPOM 3Be3[ OblyI0 60JIbIlle, YeM [axKe B CAMYI0 SCHYI0 HOYb Ha 3eMiie. OTO, MOJIKHO OBITE,
Acrapp. Ero oxBaTuna nmaHuka. Bes 1ennb mpuxopa ciofa 3akiIodaaachk B TOM, YTOOB OH OOJIbIE He
IIpeCTaBIIA HU [OJIs KOTO OIIaCHOCTH, HO [Ipyroi [TapeHb TOIBKO YTO UCIIOPTUII €My IIEPBOE
BIIeYaTIIeHUe.

"Tebe HEeUero 60SATLCS, XOPOIIKii YeJTOBEK", — CKa3asla XKEeHIIMHA, CJIOBHO ITPOYUTAB €TI0 MBICIIH.
"B03M0OXKHO, ceryac Thl paHUI TOPAOCTh HECKOIbKUX TYYIINX BOMHOB Acrapaa, BK/II0Yas MOUX
CBIHOBEH, HO 51 YBEPEHA, YTO OHU ObICTPO mpuAyT B ceOs". OHa ynrIOHyIach 4YeMy-TO 3a HUM, U OH
obepnyncst. Tam 6bmu Top u JIOKY, BEITISAEBINNE TOBOJIBHO TOMSITEHIMY, @ TaKXkKe MyKYKWHA U
JKeHIIMHA B JOoCIIeXax M ellle IBOe MOKPHIX My2KUMH, KOTOPHIE BhII€3a/Iu U3 JieTawllel J0AKH Ha
CBepKamwuii MOCT. HeMHOT0 103aau HUX OH YBUJE] ellle HECKOJIbKO YEeJIOBEK, U eMy IIPUIIIOChH
cIOenaTh ellle ONWH MOBTOPHLIN B3TIsAA. IpUK CenBur? OH He BUAEN CBOETO KOJIIery C MOMeHTa
Hey[JayHOro 9KCIepuMeHTa. Kakoro yepra oH 3[ech fgenan? BHe3amHo 0CO3HaB, UTO Ha HETO
CMOTPUT MHOXKECTBO I'JIa3, TaK KaK OH CTOSJI B OMHHUX PBAHLIX IITaHaX, OH CTAJI BOSUTHCS C TKAHBIO,
KOTOPYIO fiepKaJl B pyKaX. ITo OblJla KaKas-TO TYHUKa KPEMOBOTO IIBETA C 30JI0TOM BHIIIMBKOM B BUME
KeJIbTCKUX Y3JI0B 10 1Tofosy. OH HaTSHYI ee.

“Top, Jloku?" - cka3ana 3Ta XeHIIWHA. "Bbl MeHS He IT03HAaKOMUTE C BaIllUMU rOCTIMu?"
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