— Hanus ctpouTcst Ha cBoéM Hapofe. Be3 Hapoma He 6bi1o 661 Koporst. [ToaToMy s He coTjiacHa C
TIOJTUTUYECKOY UIE0NIOTHEH MOETO0 OTIIa.

JIunvaHa IOCTOSTHHO roBOpuja 3TO.

Ho y He€ HUKOTa He OBIII0 BO3MOXKHOCTU PACIIPOCTPaHATh CBOM COOCTBeHHEIE YOexaeHus. OHu
HUKOTZIa He CIIyIlaly MaJleHbKYIO NEeBOYKY.

[Toatomy JIunmuaHa BooOiie mepecTasna ux yoexgatb. CKONMbKO OBl OHA HU ITBITAIaCh 3aCTAaBUTh UX
IPHUCITYLIAThCS, €€ CII0Ba 3ByYaIH IJIyX0, KaK OyOTO OHA pa3roBapuBaja co cTeHou. OHa coanach u
pelIuia MoOMUMHUTLCS ITPUKa3y MapKu3a U CTaTh KPOHIIPHUHIIECCOH, PEIIUB, YTO 10 KpaiHel Mepe
3TO IOJIOKEHKE JACT ¥ MIaHC, IyCTh U HeOObIIOM, PACTPOCTPAHUTh CBOU YOEXKIEHUSI.

3aTeM CBUPENbI KPOHIPUHI] CTall pa3fgpaXxkaThCd Ha JIunuaHy, MOCKONbKY OHa He Oefalia HU4ero u3
TOTO, UTO €Ml TOBOPHUIIM, ¥ B UTOTE 3TO IIPUBEJIO K y2KAaCHOM KaTtacTpode.

PunpuaH He MoOT 3allUTUATh JIUIMAHY OT 9TOTO afia, ¥ PaclpocTpaHeHue e€ yoexmeHun OBII0
MEHBIIIUM, YTO OH MOT IJII HEe€ CHeslaTh.

[TosToMy, ecnu OH MOMBITAETCS TOUTHU IPOTUB €€ XKeJTaHuM. ..

— 4 Gorbllle He TOTEPIUIIO TBOM HETIOYTHUTEIHHBIN POT.

Ero 30510THIE T7Ia3a TOCTEIIEHHO CTAHOBUIIMCH KPACHEIME OT SIPOCTH, OTYEro ra3a Mapkusa Bubpuo
pacpunuch. TaKoro 3pejIuila OH eIlé HUKOTTa He BUIE].

— Ero rnaza!

Mapkus ¢ TpPOMKUM CTYKOM yIIaJl CO CTyJIa ¥ OIyCTHUJICS Ha II0JI, OPOoXKa OT CTpaxa. 3a BCe T'OfIbl
3HAKOMCTBa OH BIIE€pPBHIE BUOEIN MMIepaTopa B TaKOM I'HEBe, a IIePCIeKTUBA CMEPTH, Ka3ajlocCh,
npubnuxKanach C KaXkXgoi CeKyHIOMU.

— Heyxenu BH He BULIXTE, YTO YeM 0OOJIbIlle BH OyJeTe Tak [IOCTYIaTh, TEM MEHbIIE TOBEPUS BaM
OyZoyT oKa3bBaTh NOOYMHEHHBIE?! - XpUINI0 KPUKHYT OH. OH Haflesscs, YTO eMy YOacTCS 3aCTaBUTh
HMnepaTopa yBUAETH OCNIEACTBUS CBOUX OEUCTBUMU.

— 4 He 3HaIO, IIOTOMY YTO HUKOI'Ma HE YYBCTBOBAJI 3TOT'O PAHBIIIE.

[TpenaTenbCTBO U MECTh KUIIENX B HEM. [JOBEPSTh KOMY-TO U JepzKaTh €0 PSHOM C co00ii TOIBKO AJIs
TOTO, UTOOBI C HUM TaK HEYBaXKUTEJIbHO 00pallaauch.



Haxe JIunuaHa...

Y3HaB, 4T0 OHa HeBecTa Hacnmenuoro IIpuHIla, OH mocTapaics OepxKaThCs OT He€ Ha PACCTOSHUH,
HACKOJIPKO 3TO OBIJI0O BO3MOXKHO. Ero 1000Bb K Hel Obljla CIMIIKOM T7Ty00Ka, HO OH 60SJICS, YTO
MOZKET CYIIeCTBOBATh TaliHa, 0 KOTOPOU OH He 3Hasl. BHOBL BCTIOMHUB 00 3TOM, Punpuan momgHsm Me4
elé BhIIe, ¥ MapKu3 3aKpPHIT I'/Ta3a B 3HAK MMOPAXKEHUS.

3aTeM [Bepb pacnaxHyaach U C TPOMKOM CHJION yoapuiach O IPOTUBOIIONIOXKHYIO CTeHY. Pyka,
IepxKaBlllasi MeY, 3aBUCIIa B Bo3ayxe, iMriepaTop CTOSIT HETIOABUKHO, MEIJIEHHO IIePeBOIs BTSN
Ha JIBEPb.

— Pa3Be g He roBopun Tebe, 4TOOBI THI HUKOTO He BIIyCKas! - KpUKHYJ OH, HO He yCIiesl 3aKOHYUTh
bpa3y, KaK yBUeJI, YTO HaXOOUTCS 3a JBEPEIO.

HeckombKO 4esioBeK CTOSNIU He ILIeBesisach. Ajlasl CyKaHKa, phlllaph, BHITJIALEBIINY B [IOJIHOM yXKace,
u PaiiBeH, KOTOPHIY Kavyasl IOJI0BOU B HEIOYMEHUU OT TOTO, YTO IIPOMCXOOUTIO B KOMHATE.

Ho ero BHMMaHWe MPUBJIEKTIa Ta, KTO TOMKHYIa OBepbh. 2KeHIKWHA C TYCTHIMYA CBET/IHIME BOJIOCAMH,
ofeTast B SIPKO-CHHEe IJIaThe, KOTOPOe CHSIJIO TaK sIPKO, YTO IOYTH PAHUIIO ero rta3a. OHa BOIIIA B
O6ubIMO0TEKY, €€ KabIyKu MepHO CTYIAJX 110 AePEeBIHHOMY IIOJY.

— JIun... Jlunuaua?

B03M02KHO, OH OBITT CJTHIIKOM YBJIEUEH MBICIISIMHU O ITPOIIIOM, YTO CPa3y Ke MPUHSI eé 3a JIunuany,
0COOEHHO M3-3a TeX XkKe CBETJIBIX BojIoc. HO OH He MOT BUIIETH JIUII0 KEHIITUHLI, KOTOPOoe OBIJI0 CKPHITO
3a MMpoCTOit 6eIol MacKoM, KOTOPYIO HOCAT Ha Ganax. [Io cpaBHEHUIO C OCTaIbHOM OfeX a0 OHa
BBITJIsAfIeNIa HeyMecTHO. 2KeHIIMHa 0CTaHOBUJIACh TTepef] HUM, CIIefysl OOIIepUHITOMY 3TUKETY,
KOTOPOT'0 IPUePKUBAIOTCS apUCTOKPATH, ¥ CKJIIOHUJIA TOJIOBY.

Kto 310?

3aTeM PupmpuaH y3Ha CBOIO KYK/Y, KakK BCErja BeJIUYeCTBEHHYIO ¥ CKPOMHY0. BHe3aImHo ero HOT'H,
KOTOPHIE CJTOBHO 3aCTPSIIM B Ky4e I'PsI3H, IIOYYBCTBOBAJIU Ce0s jierye.

— THI...

OH 0CTAHOBUJICSI HA MIHOBEHHUE, 0CO3HAB, YTO HE MMEeT HU MAaJIeHIIero MPefCcTaBIeHUs O TOM, KaK
30ByT Kykiy. OH HUKOT[Ia He CIIpalIuBaj U He HHTepecoBasncs. OH Bcerga Ha3blBall €€ KyKJIOH.

JInGo oH Ha3wBal €€ KyKjo#, nubo Jlunuanoi. OH He MOTPYAUIICS CIIPOCUTDH €€ UMs, TIOCKO/IbKY OHa
Oblna IpocTo 3aMeHou. Ho Teneps, Korga eé nuuo OBUI0 3aKPHTO MaCKOM, UMIepaTop SICHO YBULET,
4TO 3Ta ocoba He JIunuaHa, oHa OblNa He TaKOH, KaKol OH e€ cebe MPENCTaBIIsAI, ¥ OH HUYETo 0 Hel
He 3HaJl.



OH chenan HECKOTBKO TITyOOKHMX BIOXOB, YTOOB! YCIIOKOUTHCS, IPOCTh B €T0 Tla3ax yTUXjia u
BEPHYJIACh K CBOEMY 30JI0THCTOMY OTTEHKY.

Kykna ouyHyrnack oT cHa. Tpu [HS, KOTOpPHIEe OHa IpoBesia 6e3 Co3HaHus, Kak OyAaTo U He ObLIO.

OH BepHyn JloTy60py Ha MeCTO U TOCIeIrHo 06 s KyKiny. OH 4yBCTBOBAJ, KakK KyKJjla KOPUYUTCS B
ero pyKax, HO He 0CJabisiy XBaTKy.

Ona He MepTBa. OHa XuBa.

3amnax TpaB ¥ 3aCoXIel KPOoBU IIPOHKK B €r0 HO3OPH BMECTE C YCIIOKAUBAIOIINM 3allaXOM KYKJIH, K
KOTOPOMY OH TakK IPUBHIK 3a IocyiemHui Mecsil. OHM [ONT0 0CTaBaluCh B 00bsATUSIX. KyKita
HepelIUTeIbHO MTONHATAa PYKY ¥ HEJIOBKO ITOXJI0Maia ero 1o CIiuHe B OTBET.

OHa cHOBa I'TafiuT MeHs 1Mo ciiuHe. OH YyBCTBOBAJ, Kak ero Cepille CTAHOBUTCS MATKUM OT €€ JIacK.
Temno pa3nuIock Mo ero TPyAH, U, XOTS OH yZKe MPUBHIK K HEH, OUIyIIeHNe, BEI3BAHHOE €€
IIPUCYTCTBUEM, BCE elllé OBITI0 eMy He3HaKOMO.
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