Ha MrHoBeHwue s MPOKJIsijia Boros aToro Mupa 3a CBoi0 cygs0y. B mpoimod xKu3uu s Oblla ©13MOTaHa
[0 CMEPTH, a 3[MeCh MeHsT CHOBA [IOBEJTH MTOYTH N0 CMEePTH KaK palOuIHIO. [IeByIIKa, B KOTOPYIO 5
PeMHKApHUPOBAJIa, IOCIeIHKEe ISITh JIeT XK1Ia KaK KaHaperKa, 3amnepras B Kyietke. OHa moTepsiiia
T'0JI0C, TIOTOMY YTO €€ OLIBIINY BiIafieiel] OB ONePXKUM e€ I0JI0COM M XOTel MOHOIIOJIU3UPOBATh €ro,
U Temeph OHa OBI7Ia B COCTOSTHUY, KOT{la €€ CHOBA IIPOJIaBalIy.

Ecmu GBI He JIeKapCTBO, KOTOPOE TIOAKUHYJI MHE pabOTOPTOBell, CKa3aB, 4TO OymeT OONbIION MOTepeH,
€CJIu 5T yMpY, 51 ObI y2Ke HaBHO ObIZIa MEPTBA B 3TOM MPOKJISITOM KIIETKE.

Mziciu 06 3TOM IIPUBOOUIIN MEHS B APOCTh.

Kak 6yngTo 9TOro OBIJI0 HEJOCTATOYHO IIJIOX0, 3TOT MyJaK II0Cafus MeHS B ITUYbIO KJIETKY U
3aCTaBIII IIETh B TeYeHUe MIATH JIeT, a II0Cje 0TPaBuJI, YTOOE MOHOIIOIU3UPOBATh MO T'OJIOC.
Cymacmenmuii! Bo3M0OXHO, 9TO U3-3a 9TOT0 MUpa, HO BCe ABOpsHe U KoponeBckas ceMbs
HeHOpMaJibHEE!

Ha nuke 6Ge3ymus st 3HaTH, KOHEYHO ke, Obl1 iMmiepaTop. BHelHe OH mo4yuTancs
IIPOCTOJTIIOAMHAMHU KaK Iepol, crnaciiuii ymupaloinyio MmMmepuio u eé Hapon. OgHako B
IEeNCTBUTEILHOCTH OH OBIJT BCETO JINIIb JKECTOKUM, KPOBOXKaOHEIM, HEKOHTPOIUPYEMBIM TUpaHoM. OH
yOuBal 10 MEeJIKUM IIpUYMHAM U Hallaflal Ha COCEOHUE CTPaHbI TOJIBKO 3a TO, UTO OHU OBINIA 3aHO30M
B ero 60Ky, faxke eCu OHM OBITH COI03HUKAMU.

Cnyxu OBITM ITPABAKBHL M CTPAIIHEL, YTO faxe ABopsiHe Benukoi MMnepuu, o0nafaioiie OorpoOMHOM
BJIACThI0 HAa KOHTUHEHTe, M0JI3aJId KaK HUIIKe [epef CBoUM MMmepaTopoM.

Ero noBeneHue GbIJIO BEI3BAHO TPABMOI B €0 MPOIIIOM, 13-3a KOTOPOi OH He MOT CIaTh 0€3 KYKIJIH,
TI03TOMY, ECTECTBEHHO, C HUM OBIJIO TPYIHO UMETh JEJIO.

[Tocie TOT0 KaK OH BCTPETHII TTIAaBHYIO I€POUHIO, er0 XKU3Hb U3MEHHUIACh U CTana 0ojee MATKOM, HO B
KOHIIE KOHIIOB OH IIOTEPSIJI €€, B UTOTE BIaB B APOCTh ¥ Pa3pyIIuB Mup. [1o TOTro, KaK UMIIEPATOP
BCTPETHII €€, "KYKJIbl" OBIJI ITOYTU €QUHCTBEHHBIM CIIOCOO0M yCIIOKOUTH ero. OfHa MBICTTb 00 3TOM
3acTaBUJIa MEHS B OTHASHUU 3aKPHITh JIMILIO0 00eMMU pyKaMu. ITOT MUP OBITT AEHCTBUTEIILHO
HeCIIpaBeuB.

[ToueMy s mepeponuiIach B MOCIENHIO "KyKiy"? BEITh CTaTUCTOM B pOMaHe - 3TO yXKe
HEeCIIPaBeaIuBo!

CorjacHO OPUTHHAJIbHOM UCTOPUH, S HOXKHa Obljla BCKOpPE IONacTh BO [IBOpEL B KaYeCTBe KYKJIH U
yMepeTh 1o npuxotu MMnepartopa B TeyeHue roga. Yepes aBa roga MmmnepaTtop Bmo6umics O B
TJIaBHYIO TEPOUHIO. A B CIeyIoIleM rony Mup OblT yHUUTOXKEH. TakuM 06pa3oM, 10 TOTO
3JI0TIOJIYYHOT0 KOHIIa 0CTABaJIOCh BCETO TPH Tofa.

¢ mepepomuIach, YTOOR IIPOKUTEH BCETO TPH T'Ofla MAaKCUMYM, eciiu MMmnepaTop He YOBET MeHs. UTo
OLLIIO HE TaK C MOeU’ XU3HbIO!



KoneuHo, maBa#t mornpo0yeM Kak-HuOYIb MEPEXKUTH 9TO ¥ OCTABUTh MiMIepaTopa riiaBHOU repouHe!
Torga s CMOTY XUTb CIOKOMHO CTOJIBKO, CKOJIBKO CMOTY.

Ecnu BO3MOXKHO, 51 X04Uy CIIaCTU TJIaBHYIO repouHio, 4ToOk MiMiepaTop He pa30ylneBascs, a mocie
COCTApUTHCS U YMEPETh, HO KaK, YEPT BO3bMHU, 51 CMOTY CHAEJIaTh TO, YTO faxke He OBLIO IIPeIoKEHO B
OpUTHHAILHON UCTOPUH!

Ho y mMeHst BCé elé eCTh MOM 3HaHUST 00 OPUTUHAILHOY BPEMEHHOU JIMHWUM, TaK YTO €CJIM MHE
IIOBE3ET, MOXKET OBITh, S CMOT'Y KaK-TO HaWTH CII0CO0.
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CHGHYIOH.[I/IG MSATh OHEH g pa3MHBIIIAIAQ O TOM, KaK XOTb HEMHOT'O IIPOOJIUTE CBOIO 2KM3Hb BHYTPHU 3THUX
XOJIOOHBIX 2KEJIE3HBIX ITPDYTHEB.

— Brinesai, meBuoHKa!

Ha paccBeTe MeHs BHITAIIUI U3 KIIETKKA KPyriao0pioxuii paboToproseil. ITocmeqHre HECKOIBKO THEH
MHe JlaBajid TOJIbKO MHUCKY 3€PHOBOM Kallll ¥ KyCKM YEPCTBOTO Xj1e0a, T03TOMY, KOTa 5 BHIIIIA U3
KJIETKH, MOX HOTH CJIa00 OpOzKaJiy, U s CJIeTKa CIOThIKaaachk. PaboTOproBel] IOTALIHII MEHS B IIEHTP
XOJIOOHOM KaMeHHOH KOMHATHI, BEUIMII Ha MEHS Be[IpO JIe[sTHON BOJLI ¥ HEMHOTI'O ITIOMBIT MEHS, ITOCJIe
Yyero maj MHe HafleTh YMEPEHHO 4KCToe maThe. Korga s 3akoHYuIa 00eBaThCsi, OH OTBENI MEHS B
BEJIUKOJIENTHO YKpALIEHHY0 rocTUHYo0. OH cKasall, YTo cOOMpaeTCs: MPUBECTH HECKOJIBKO KITMEHTOB U
YTO MHE JIy4llle BeCcTu cebs XOPOIIo, a 3aTeM OCTAaBUJI MEHS OOHY B CaJIOHe.

[Toka g XKpmana, s clerka IMoTpPsACIia CBOU TSIKEbIe JKeJle3Hbe KaHIalhl.

Kmnanr!

4 v3gana monruit TMXUM B3NOX. BCE paBHO He cMOTy y0exkaTh, He 3HAl0, 3aUeM S IIhITalack.

OxpaHa 3Toro Mecra OblJla 0OYEeHb CTPOTOM, K TOMY e, faxke ecyu Ovl 51 c6exasa, 9TOT MUP OBII
CTTUIIIKOM CJIOZKEH MJIS JKEeHIITUHEI, YTOOH XKUTh B HEM ofHOM. Kpome Toro, OBITh He3aMyKHEN
pabriHel, GpofsIed Mo yaullaM B OMMHOYECTBe, 03Havaso cKa3aTk: [TocMoTpuTe Ha MeHs! [Ipunute
1 TorMalTe MeHs!

3a mocienHue AT JIET IPaBIeHNs HeIHEeITHero MmMnepaTtopa UMmepus yaydiiuia CBO0
BHYTPEHHIO 6€30IaCHOCTH [I0 TaKOM CTEIeHHU, YTO MOXKHO OBIJIO CKa3aTh, YTO OHA Mpeobpas3uiiach,
HO YeJIoBeYecKasi ThMa TakK IIPOCTO He MCYe3aer.

Brnarogaps sTomy y MeHs He OBIIO APyroro BEIOOpa, KpoMe Kak KAaTh, IT0Ka "oH" IPUAET u3 [IBopIia,
yTOORI 3a6paTh MEHS.



Hy, ecnu 5 nmoiiny B UMnepaTtopckuii [IBopel], pa3Be OHU XOTS OBl He HAKOPMSAT MEHS?

¢ Ovlna Tak royogHa, YTO efBa MOIJIa CTOSITh Ha HoraX. [loKa pa3MHBIIISIa O CBOEM OyAyIIeEM, 5
yCIIbllIaia Iary, TpubIuKalomuecs K KOMHaTe.

Bckope Tpoe MyXK4HUH B CePHIX IIJIAlax C KaoIIOHAMU BOIIUIH BMECTe C Pa00TOPTOBIEM, U
IIPeBOOUTEb II0AEX B KAIIOIIOHAX PAaBHOAYIIHO yCTaBUICSI Ha MeHs. OH OCTOPOKHO CHSIJI
KAaIIIOIIIOH U IOMOIIEN KO MHE.

— OTa feBylIKa?

4 mogHsANIa B3TIA0 Ha MYXKYMHY U YBUOEJIa €T0 TEMHO-3€JIEHBIE BOJIOCHL ¥ CUJIbHEIE, YMHEI€ T'JIa34d.
HaHpH}KéHHO TS0 Ha Hero, s IMOHs/a, YTO 9TO TOT CaMbIM YEJIOBEK, BCTpEeYH C KOTOPEIM 4 TaK
XKMOajla, 1 MOH I'Jla3d 3aCHUAJIKA OT PaJOCTH.

9T0... ITO PaiiBeH, OH ONMMKAKNIIHY ITOMOITHUK MMmepaTtopa!

¢l He MOTJIa TOBEPUTH CBOMM I'Jla3aM, IePeno MHOM CTOSIT OOUH M3 MOUX JIIOOMMEIX II€PCOHAKEH 13
poMmaHa, Paiien! OH Obl 0710H 00asiHUS ¥ aOCOMIOTHO ITpefaH MMmepaTopy, a ero rias3a Obliu
XOJIOMHBIMK ¥ OCTPHIMHM, KaK JIe3BHE OPUTBEL.

— [Ila, HaWTH e€ OBIIO HenmpocTo. Ho oHa MaeanbHO MOAXOOUT IIOJ] Ballld YCJIOBHUS!

PabGoToprosel] HETEPIEIUBO IIOTUPA PYKH, YBIEUYEHHO OTBeYast Ha BOIIPOCH PaliBeHa. PaiiBeH
XOJIOOHO ITOCMOTPEN Ha MeHs, Kak OyITo ero ria3a MOTJIM BUAETb MO0 [yIy HaCKBO3b.

[ eliCTBUTEIHHO, YCIOBUS IIPEBPAIeHUS B KYKITy OBIITM JOBOJBHO TPYAHBIMHU.

¢ BcTIOMHMUIIa cofiep:KaHKWe OpUTHUHAIBHOTO0 poMaHa. TpebfoBaHus, 4YTOOH CTaTh KyKJoH ans Ero
BenuyecTtBa MrepaTopa: Bo-iepBLIX, OHU HOKHEI OBITH IIOX0KHY Ha YeJIoBeKa, KOTOPHIM HaHEC
WmnepaTopy TpaBMy. Bo-BTOpEIX, OHU OOJIKHBI ORITH B BO3PACTE OO ABAALIATH JIeT. B-TpeThux, OHU
MOJIKHEI OBITh HEKHBIMHU U ITOCIYITHEIMU. Y HAKOHEII, YTO caMoe I'JIaBHOEe, OHU MOJIKHEI ObITh
IeBCTBEHHHUIIAMH.

O mocnemHeM yCIIOBUY OBbIJIO HEIIPUSITHO AyMaTh, HO OHO OBIIIO OYEHb BaXKHO IJIST HUX, TaK KakK KyKJia
Mora mocemats Mmmeparopa o HouaM. OmHAKO B 3TOM Mupe ObIJIO 0YeHb TPYOHO HaWTH PaObIHb B
BO3pacTe 10 OBafALaTH JIeT, He UMEIOIIUX OIIbITa B CIIaJIbHE.

(DYX, K CHaCTEBIO UJIKM K HECUYACTHIO, HO 4 Ta, KTO IIOOXOOUT ITI0 3THU HEIIPOCTHIE YCIIOBUS.
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