[Tpexkme, yeM KyHa-TO UATH, MaJIbYUKY TOTPE00BAIOCh KAKOEe-TO BPeMs Ha TO, YTOOH! YCIIOKOUTH
IeBYLIKY. Y Heé Havyallach HACTOSIAs KCTEPHUKA, KOTOPYI0 MOJIOHOM YeJI0BeK KaKoe-TO BpeMsi He MOT
OCTaHOBUTL. TyT-TO BOH KaK II0JTy4anoCh — MarTyIka caMa He 3HaJla, 4YTO YyBCTBOBATh — OHA BPOe
OblyTa ¥ paja, YTo BHIOpaIach U3 Jieca, ODHOBPEMEHHO C 3THUM He XOTella MMOKUIATh yXKe HaBHO
IPUBLIYHEIN OM, [a H...

E€, kak Obl, yOUITH, 3aTOYMB AYIIYy B yeperne Qpeu-Tpymnoeaku.

Muxaus MBICIEHHO OTMETHII, KaK BepPHYJach OeBYIIKe CUTyalusi OyMepaHroM. BeposTHO, CTaphIi
Mapa3MaTHK 3HaJl, YeM 3aHMMaJlach JeBYIIKa, PEIIUB BeCbMa CBOe0Opa3HHIM 06pa3oM e€ u
OTPAaHUYUTD, ¥ TIPU ITOM IIPOYUHUTE.

— BHI XKe crBIlIany, 9YTO OH CKa3aJl? — HalllelIThiBa/l MaJIb4YuK JIeBYIIKe. — Bl mony4uTe cBobomy.
Bam HyKHO IHIIb TOJ0XAATE.

[Ipuspaynas ¢urypa feByLIKY, TeXKaBllas Ha TpaBe U CMOTpeBIIas Ha He0o, CBepHYyJach
KarayukoM. Ecnu 661 Kakou-HUOYAb IPOX0KUY YBUETI CIIEHY TOT0, KaK MaJIeHbKUI CBETIOBOJIOCHIN
MaJIbYMK CO CTPaHHBEIMU I'Jla3aMH Y CMePTEeJIbHO OIIaCHOro jieca, Kyja JIyd4llle JIMIIHUY pa3 He
3aXOOUTh, YCIIOKauBaeT IPU3pakKa, TO MOI MOAyMaTh, 4YTO COLIET C yMa.

Y, HaBepHOE, B 4EM-TO OBLI OHI IIpaB.
— Mansi, TH XKe MeHsI He OpOCHIIh?

ManbuuK MOTEP T'J1a3a, YCEeBIIKUCH PSIAOM C OeBYIIKOH. E€... BpeMeHHOe BMECTUIINILE OH ITOJIOKUIT 3a
masyxy.

— 910 He cMemHo, Marymka. [ToxXanyiicTa, mepecTaHbTe.

[TapannenbHO 3TOMY OyX B KyKJle Hayas 0eCUThCS elllé 00Jiblile, M3-3a Yer0 MOJIOA0M YeI0BEK
OTIIYCTHUJI €T0, TI03BOJIMB CBOOOMHO II0JIETATh.

Tenepb CquaﬁHbIe IIPpOX0ZKKe MOI'JIX CTAaTh emé " CBUIOETEJIIMU TOMY, KaK K KOMIIaHWHW MaJIbYHKa U
IIpu3paKa OEeBYIIKH IIPUCOEOUHHUTICA OYX. MaHOBepOHTHO, 49TO OHHU HeﬁCTBHTeHBHO cMoryu OBl ero
YBUOETH, HO TO TYT, TO TaM MEJIbKaBIIKME OTOHBKH KaK OBl HAMeKaJIH.

B KoHeyHOM uTOre, MUXaW/I PELIU OTBIEYh JEBYIIKY, YKa3aB Ha BCILILIBLIYIO, — BEPOSITHO, YTO
OyKBa/bHO, — IIPOOIIEMY.

— Ha mHe MeTKa Mara xku3Hu, Matymka. Bel MoxeTe e€ yOpaTs?
— YTO?! — OykBaJIbHO IIOJICKOYMIIa IeByLIKa. — [IUTs, MoYeMy TH cpa3y He ckazan?! I'me?!

Muxaus mokasas nnajiblieM Ha HUTh, HO [JeBYIIIKa, eCTeCTBEHHO, HU4Yero He yBunena. Monogomy
4yeJI0BEeKY NPHUIIOCH Jieub, YTOOH IeByIIKa B OyKBaIbHOM CMEBICTIE Hadala 00CliefoBaTh €ro AyIly,
YTO, KaK MOHSJT MaTbYUK yKe OYKBaIbHO Yepe3 MUHYTY, OBLIO IPOIEAYPON MAaKCUMAITBHO
HETIPUATHON — B HETO MOTPYKalach YEPHO-3€JIEHAsT 9HEPTHUs, 3aCTaBJIsAs YyBCTBOBATh BeChMa U
BEChbMa ClieliupuiecKue OUIyIIeHUs .

— JIeMOHOBO OTpPOXbE, — BEIPBAJIOCH Y OEBYIIKU. — MaJlkbIml, s MOTY YaCTUYHO OTPaHUYUTh METKY
CBOEU 9HepTuey, HO He MOTY CTepeTh e€. BnuaTe Ha MaTepralbHEIN MUD B AYXOBHOU (popMe
CITMIIIKOM CJIOKHO. ITpocTh.



— Bcé HOpMaIbHO, — B3[IOXHYJ Ma/JIbUMK, CAM IOMBITABIIKNCE H30aBUTHCS OT HUTH. OHA ONpeaeTéHHO
TIOM BO3JIEICTBHEM €r0 MaruyeCKOM S3HEePTHUHU APOTHYA, OMHAKO He pa3Besiack. — Crmacubo.

— Tebe He 3a 4TO MeHS O1aromapuTh, AUTS, — ITOKayasa JeBYIIKa rOJI0BOM yKe HaMHOT0
CIIOKOIiHee.

Bckope Mwuxaui edCTBUTENIBHO CTall CBUEeTeIeM TOT0, KaK HUTh pa3Ma3asiach, IepecTaB BECTH B
OTIpefieIEHHYIO CTOPOHY. YBEI, BCE MMEJIO CBOE IIeHy — MaJIbYUK CTaJl BUJETh TEMHO-3EJIEHYIO
SHEePrHIio, MTOKPHIBAIOIIYIO €T0 TEJI0, U3-3a Yero ero MOXKHO ObIIO CIy4YaliHO MPUHSTH 3a Mara CMEPTH.
Ero 3peHne — BechbMa U BeCbMa «0COOEHHOE», HO OINyIIaTh OTTEHKH MaTruu TyT 6ojiee 4eM
CIIOCOOHHI.

BrpouemM, 3TOT MOMEHT MOJIOLOM YeJIOBEK PEIINJI, MOKPHIB ce0sl elllé NOMOIHUTENILHEIM CTI0eM
acTpalbHOU 9HEPTuH, cCMa3kbiBas 000 BO3MOXKHEIN 3(DPEKT OT sHEPTUM cCMepTU. BeposTHO, B HEM
€CJIA ¥ CMOTYT y3HaTh Mara, — 4TO IIOf] BOIIPOCOM, — TO OTIPEefeINTh, KaKOW UMEHHO — HET.

BpeMeHHO pelIuB BOIIPOC NpecienoBanus, Muxaun ¢ MaTymkoin u UrHucoM, 4To OBOIBHO OBICTPO
YCIIOKOWJICSI, BHITJIECHYB «JIMIITHUN» OTOHb, OTIPABUJIUCH I10 JOPOTE BIEPEN.

Ha ynuiie, HaCKOIbKO MOT OLIyTUTh MajIb4YUK, ObIJIO OBOJILHO KapkKo. OH Ipepnonarasi, YTo B 3TOM
Mupe ceirgac jeto. B Jlecy [lyX0oB OH 9TO OLIyTHTH B IIOJIHOW Mepe He MOT, TaK KakK TaM II0Trofa He
MEHSJIach ¥ JIIIb BPEMS OT BpeMeHH ObLT KaKOK-TO CTPAHHBIH 0KIb, B KOTOPHIH [EeBYIIKa
IIpeAIoYrTana He BEIXOOUTE.

— Kak ke HecrpaBeIuB 9TOT MUP, MaJIbII, — ITOCJIBIIIAJICS TOJI0C MPSIMO M3 MaJIeHbKOI'0 Yepena.
OH crerka MCKaxaJcs, CTaB HAMHOTO 60jiee XOJIOMHbIM... M OTUYKIOEHHBIM. — Y MeHS TOJIbKO
TIOSIBUJIaCh BO3MOXKHOCTh IIOYYBCTBOBATD TEIJIOTY COJIHIIA, HO 51 HE MOTY...

— Martyuika, s BaM oberiaro, 4To 6yay uckaTth crocob, Kak MOXKHO BaC 0CBOOOAUTH paHblle. He
TIepexkuBanTe... — NOCTAJ Yepen Heu-TPynoeqKyu MalbuiK, HauaB BHOBb YCIIOKAUBATh JEBYIIKY.

— Jlaxe ecyu 5 CTaHy CBOOOHOM, MHE IIPUAETCS UCKATh HOBOE TEJI0, — B3[OXHYJIa UCKaKEHHBIM
TOJIOCOM [ieByIlKa. — YeM CuibHee Mar, Majblll, TeM CUJIbHEee ero [yXoBHoe Teso. Korpa s nonyyy
HOBOE TeJI0, OHO MeMJIEHHO HAYHET ITlepecTpauBaThCs 0L MO0 IYXOBHYI0 HOpMy. ITO... HEIPUATHHIN
IIpoLiecc.

Muxaus npunofgHsa OpoBk, YCIbIIaB HOBbE ¢akThl. 06 9TOM 40 3TOr0 OHU KaK-TO He TOBOPHIIH.

To ecTb, ecnu OBl OH OBLI CUJIbHEE, TO HE MIePeHsI IyX0BHYI0 (OpPMYy MaJibuKKa, a 0cTajcs Obl CO
CBOEH BHEIITHOCTBIO?

— A ecnu BH, HalIpEMeD, 3aiMETE TeJI0 MITafieHIa?

— IIpouecc nubo 3aTsHETCS, MO0 CITyYUTCS YTO-TO cTpairHoe. He 3Hato. f He xouy 06 9TOM AyMaTh,
Muxani.

Manbuuk nopxart ry0el, Ha MTHOBeHUE MPefiCTaBUB, UTO MeJJIEHHO HAYHET MIPOUCXOAUTh. KapTuHa
IoKHa ObITH €CTM He YPOLJIMBOM, TO KaK MUHUMYM CTPaHHOM.

He3ameTHO IIpoILIIO0 TPX Yaca HecneurHo# xogs0sl. Hayasno mo 4yTh-4yTh TEMHETh. MOJIOZIOHM YeT0BEK
YyBCTBOBAJ YK€ MPUIUYHBIN TOJIOM, HO IIPUITACOB He OBIII0O — OHU MOTJIM MHOT'0€ OXKHOATh, HO TOJIBKO
He TOT0, YTO C HUMHU IPOu30II0. K cY4acThio, UM Ha IyTH BCTPETHUIIOCH KAKOe-TO MOCeJIeHue JII0NeH.
Bpoaneke, ¢ He6OJBIIOTO X0JIMa, MaJIbYUK BUAET €TI0 KaK OMHO O0JIbIIOe CKOIJIEHHe YePHOTH, U3-3a



Yyero MOJIOZIOH YeJIOBEeK MOT C YBEPEHHOCTBIO CKa3aTh, UTO HM O KaKOM CUACThe TaM U PeyH OLITh He
MoxeT. Y maxe OoJibIIe.

B nmr060M criydae BapuaHTOB He 0CTaBaJIOCh, TO3TOMY MUXaul HECIIENTHO HATIPABUIICS B
HaIlpaB/IeHNe MoceeHus. [I0BOTbHO CKOPO ero BCTPETHUI He0O b0k 3a60p U, YCIIOBHO TOBOPS,
TJIaBHBIM BXO[I, BO3JIe KOTOPOTI'0 HUKOT0 He Obls10. BONMM3u mepeBHS oKa3ajach 00JIble, 4eM Ka3ajlach
Muxauiy “U3Ha4aiabHO.

— Maryiika, f1yy4llle He IOSBIIUATECH. BBl MOXKeTe HallyraTh JII0fel, — IPOoIIeNnTaa MaJbYuK egBa
CJIBIILIHO.

— ¢ 3Hal0, MaJbIl, — B3[MOXHY/Ia B MaJIeHbKOM 4Yepelre feByIiKa. — CMepTHbIE NaBHO IepecTau
yBazkaTb MaroB, Ha4aB UX BMECTO 3TOT0 O0SThCH.

— Bce MBI cMepTHEIE, MaTyiiKa, — GBI HEMHOTO He COTJIaCeH C MHEHHMEM [IeBYIIKH Muxauil.
— Tebe HykHO OymeT oKa3aTh CBOM CTATyC B J000M ciaydae, Muxaui.
— [la, s 1 cam 39TO ITOHMMar, MaTyIka.

Muxaum cTasl HeCIelIHO XOOUTh 10 lepeBHe, MOCTeIIeHHO HAThIKAsCh Ha BCE O0JIbIle U 60JIbIe
miomel. [I0BOJIBHO CKOPO MOJIOIOMY YeJIOBEKY II0Ka3a0Ch, UTO OH CTajl KaKOU-TO
OOCTOIIPUMEYaTeIbHOCThI0 — Habpasoch YeJI0BeK ABaAIaTh TOUHO: U3 IEPEBSIHHAIX TOMOB BEIXOMVIIN
JKEHIIWHEI, C IT0JIeH, KOTOPhIe BUIEI MaJlbuMK C X0JIMa, HayaIl BO3BPAIIaThCS KPECThsIHeE.

BeposiTHO, MeCTHBIE XXKUTeNH OBLUTH PACTEPSHEI, TaK KaK MUXauII IBHO BREIAENISICT Ha (GOHEe — KakK
MUHUMYM YUCTHIMH, OTPOCIIMMHU BOJIOCAMHU, U3THUIITHE ONeqHON OIS TaKOW MOPH KOXKeM, CTPaHHOU
KYKJIOM Ha I0siCe U OfeXKM0U sIBHO He II0 norofe. HaBepHOoe, CMyIIasno ofer gaxe He 3TO — OH
IIPOCTO, BO-TIEPBHIX, OyAyur MajleHbKUM MaIb4MKOM, CaM CIOfia IIPUIIET, YTO OJI MECTHBHIX, BCE XKe,
HEMHOT'0 CJIMIIKOM, — BEPOSITHO, [IUBUIK3alKs OblIa ajeKOBAaTO, — a, BO-BTOPHIX, OH MPHUIIETT CO
CTOPOHEI JTeca. Mo1ooii YeI0BeK TOTOB OBIJT IOKJISICTBCS, YTO CJIBIIIANI HEMHOTO HallyraHHOE
6opMOTaHUe Mapkl JEPEBEHCKUX OeTel, MOXKET, YyTh CTaplile ero.

Muxaum BUfes, YTOo JII0OU BOKPYT HEeCYaCT/IUBLEL. MoXKeT, He HaCTOJIbKO, KaK B IIOTPAaHUYHOM T'Opofie
VimMmepuu, HO YEPHBIE TOHA CITUIIIKOM ITpeobiiafiaiy, 3aCTaBlsAsl yMaTh O TOM, YTO €My BHOBb HYXKHO
OymeT HauaTh IPUBLIKATh K 9TOMY, — BEPOSITHO, 3TO HE TO, K Y4eMY MOXKHO I10-HACTOSIIIEMY
TTPUBHIKHY Th.

«Ho Imo4yeMy TOoraa g BUXKY CTOJIBKO TbMBI?» — MUXauIl MBICTIEHHO HaXMYyPHUIICA.

KonIeHTpanus 3To¥ Y4epHOTH Oblaa CIUIIKOM 00J1bInoH. JIromy 3mech ObIIM HEe HAaCTOIBKO
HEeCYaCT/IUBHL

Muxauiy HeoXHUIaHHO ¢ O0KY B T'OJIOBY IIPUJIETENl MaJleHbKHUY KaMeHb, KOTOPHIM IIepeXBaTII Jaxe
He OH, He 0XKHKIaBIINY ITONOOHOT0, a IeBYIIKa, 13-3a Yero KaMeHb 3aBUC B BO3IyXe.

Mormnomo¥ YenoBek, BU/Is, KaK 3aCTHUIA KPECThsIHE, MEIJIEHHO TIOBEPHYII I'0JIOBY, BCTPETHBILUCE
B3TJISIIOM C MaJTbYMKOM, MOXKET, TPUHAMAIIATH JIET, UTO C BRIPAXKEHUEM yKaca YCTABHUIICS Ha HETO,
CJIOBHO yBH[IeJ mepen co00# caMo BoriomeHue [IbsBoa.

Martyinka Oblyia TpaBa — MaroB IeHCTBUTENLHO 00siuCh. B pa3Hoit cTenenu, HO 0osinmuch. KpecThsine
e, KaxkeTcs, 0CoOeHHO.



— Moropoit M-M3Tp, TPOCTUTE, TTOXKAIYHCTa, MOETO ChiHA! — K HEMY Tof0exKasl TOBOIbHO KPYITHAIN
3aropesibii MyXK4YKHa, yliaB IIepef HUM Ha KojeHU. — KyuK, XKankoe OTPOAbe, IOJOUAN U U3BUHUCH
mepen MOJIOOBIM M3TPOM! — rapKHYJ MyK4YMHa CHIHY, IIPOAOJIKas CTOSATh Ha KOJIEHSX C ONYILIeHHOU
TOJIOBOH.

ManpumK Ha HETHYIIMXCSI HOTaX MOMOIIEN M Y3Ke X0Tes ObIJIO IOCIyIaThCs 0Ta, HO Muxaumn
MeJIEHHO IIoKaydaJjl I'0JIOBOH.

— He nyxHo. {1 He B obupe.

YcnbliaB CIIOKOMHEIM, jaXe YCIIOKauBaloOIIUK TOH MalburKa, KPeIKUii ¢ BUAY MYXKUKMHA, Ka3a/loCh,
CKUHYII C ce0s TSXKeylo Homy. Ero CBIH IPOmoKas CTOSITh KaK BKOTTaHHEIN.

— Cmacu6o BaM, Monomoi MaTp! OrpoMHoOe BaM cracubo!

Myk4rHa Pe3BO BCTaJl, eIl€ pa3 IOKIOHUICS, U OBICTPO-ObICTPO MOTAIINII 3@ IIKUPKY CBOETO CHIHA B
noM. Cyns 1o BCeMy, ero Xaanu BeCENble JHHU.

Muxania BHOBb OKHWHYII B3rjidooM CMOTPEBIINX Ha HETO nmodey, BUOS B UX I'Ta3ax CTpax. Hx
HeC4YacCThe, Ka3aJIoCh, CTaJI0O YyTh Oombire. HUKTO HE OCMENINBAJICS C HUM 3aroBOPUTL U JaXKe HE
nmepeceKaliCsd B3risigaMy — CTOMJIO MAJIbYUKY O6paTI/ITB Ha KOT'0-TO BHMMadHNeE, KaK JIIOOU TYT XKe
OIIyCKaJIX B3TrJIAOEIL.

— YkacHO, — efBa CIIBIIITHO TPoOopMoTan Muxaui.

OH He OBUT HY aPUCTOKPATOM, IMTPUBHIKIIKM K TAKOMY, HU YK TeM 0oJjiee 4eJI0BEKOM, KOTOPHIH XOTe
CaMOYTBEPOUTHCS 3a UyXKou CuéT. EMy He HpaBUIOCH BULETH, UTO ero 6e3 0c000i MPUIUHEI TaK
0osTCsI. DTO OBIJIO HEHOPMAJIbHO U HEIIPaBUIIBLHO.

Taxk OBl JTIOMM ¥ TapallUIUCh Ha HETo, ec/iy Obl K HEMY BIIEPEN He BHILIET BIIOIHE cebe YIUTaHHBIN
CTapUK JeT NATUAECATH-IIECTUIECITA Ha BU]I.

— Cxopee Bcero, crapocTa epeBHU, — LIenHyIa eMy MaTyIika.

CrapuK IOMIOIIEN K HeMY, ITOCJIe Yero MoKIoHuics. K cyacTeio, 3TOT CTapuK, HAaCKOJIbKO MOT BUOETH
MaJlbuuK, ero He 0oscs. Ecu ¥ HCIBITEIBAN YTO-TO, TO Ha YPOBHE OllaceHul ci1aboro 4eaoBekKa,
KOTOPBIY BCTPETHUJIT TIOTEHIIUANIbHYIO YTPO3Y.

3HAYUT, CUTyallKs elllé He HaCTOIbKO IIIoXas.

— Mesns 30ByT [lonnykc, Mosiomoy MaTp. 4 cTapocTa 3ToM fmepeBHU. He xoTenu Obl BB IPOUTH B MO
oom?

— Ila, moxkamyiicTa, — MSTKO YJIBIOHYJICS Mab4uK.

Crapuk 4yTh B3IPOTHYJ, YCIIBIIIAB OPYXKeTI00HbIM, CIOKOMHBEIA TOH MaJlbuyKKa, ITOCJIe Yero 3aMeTHO
paccnabuics, KaxeTcsl, IpakKTUYeCKH IIepecTaB YyBCTBOBATh KaKoe-Tu00 HalpsixKeHUe.

— Torpa mporty 3a MHOM, — YOTIOPHO KUBHYJI CTAPUK, KazKeTCs, IOMKITABIINCH BHITIISAETh
apUCTOKPaTHYHO, II0CJIe YEeTo IOBENT MabyuKa BriTyOb IePEBHU.

Moropnoit YeloBeK BUfIel, KaK OMHOBPEMEHHO CTaJld YCIIOKAUBAThCS JIIOMM, BO3BpAIlasich K CBOUM
nenaM. YecTHO roBops, mofoOHas clieHa He IIOHPaBUJIaCh MaIbYUKy O4eHb U 04eHb CUJIbHO, HO OH HE
II0KA3aJI 3TOT'0 JIUIIOM.



— He nepexuBaii, Manbil. 4 ¢ To6oi, — GyKBaIbHO MPOTEia eMy UCKaXKEHHBIM I'0JI0COM [IEBYIIKA,
TIOJTHBIM MaTePUHCKOM /t06Bu. OHa ero u3yuyusa yxKe JOCTaTOYHO, YTOOHI IPUMEPHO IIOHUMATh €T0
peaknuy, faXxe ecjId OH He ITOKA3kIBaJl 9TOTO JIUIOM.

Crapuk, Ie[Iui YyTh BIEPean, B3OPOTHYII, KaXKeTCs, YCIIbIIIaB T'0JI0C AeBYIIKH, HO ITPOIOJIKII
UOTY BIEPE[ TaK, CIIOBHO HUYETO He IIPOU3OIIIIO.

[To myTu OHM IIPOWINIK MUMO IOMa, KOTOPBIM 3aCTaBUI MOJIOLOTO YeI0BeKa Ha MTHOBEHHE 3aCTHITh,
COCpenoTOYHB Ha HEM BHUMAaHHUE.

OH HaIIén MecTo, 13-3a KOTOPOTO 3Ta JepeBHs ObIJI0 HACTOJIBKO TEMHOM. [IoM OBITT OYKBaIbHO
IIPONIUTaH THUJIOU TbMOM, CyAs 110 BCEMY, faxKe HeIIpOU3BOJIbHO BO3[EUCTBYS Ha JII0AeH, yXyaumasa ux
CaMOYyBCTBUE.

— Kt0 Tam xkuset?

CrapocTa nepeBHU OCTAHOBUJICS, IIOBEPHYB I'0JIOBY Ha YKa3aHHEIM Muxaunom noM. Ero nuio
IIEPEKOCHUTIO.

— He ofOpamaiiTe BHUMaHUSA, MOIOROM MATP. TaM XKUBET OOBIYHEIN CyMacIIe AN, TyMaIOIIUN, YTO
ero eHy yOuia ero xe J0o4b, B KOTOPYIO BCEJIUJICS JEMOH.

Muxaus 3aMeTHO IOMpPayvHelI.
— I'me on ceituac? B moMe KTO-TO €CTh?

BeposTHO, CBOMM MOBeieHNEM U (aKTUYECKUM BO3PACTOM OH CO3[laBasl IOBOIbHO CUJIbHEIN
KOHTPACT, OOQHAKO, HACKOJIbKO ITOHUMAJl MaJIb4YUK, K 3TOMY 3[0€Ch OTHOCUJIUCh HOPMAJIbHO, BEPS B TO,
YTO TV C MaruyeCKUMH CIIOCOOHOCTSIMU pa3BUBAIOTCs ObicTpee. [1o cioBamM MartyIku, B 06IIEM-TO,
3TO ABJIAETCS YUCTOU MIPaBOOH, fa U CaM MOJIOOX YeJIOBEK B IOJIHOM Mepe OIIYTUII 3TU 3(PQPEKTH,
O6aHanbHO cpaBHUB [0 u ITocrne.

Tak 4To, He OBITIO CMBICTIA OeflaTh U3 ce0s1 HeBUHHOTO peOeHKa. TombKo O0JbIle Mofel 3amyTaeT.

— ¢ He yBepeH, MOJIOOM M3TP, — 0€3pa3NUvHO OTBETUII CTAPOCTa. — EC/M XOTHUTe T0061IIaThCs C
TEeM CyMacIlIefIInM, IoJ0KAOUTe, ToKaNnyhucTa, 0 Beuepa. CepBuii ceryac [0oMKeH OBIThH B MOJIE.
JIn6o, ecnu BH TOTO MOXKENaeTe, S MOTY OTIIPABUTh KOTO-TO €0 IIPHUBECTH.

— Bcé HOpManbHO, — PeIus He CIEeIUTh MalbuuK. Ha caMoMm mesne, oH OBLT TOJTIOIHBIM, IT0O3TOMY €My
ceryac BaxHee OBIIO TOECTh. — S MOMOXKAY [0 Bevyepa.

U Tak yXKe COJHIIE II0 UyTh-4yTh CTAJI0 CATUTLCS.

oM cTapoCTH ORI eUHCTBEHHBIM U3 Kupnuda. J[laxe yepenuilia Oblyia, YTO KaK OBl HAMEKAso 0
xopoineM Omarococtosiuuu. B qome ITosnmykca Oblsia ero XKeHa, KOTOpasi U cTajla HaKphIBATh Ha CTOJI.
CHauara ImoxXuiIas XKeHITMHA He TOHsJIa, YTO MPOMCXOIUT, HO CTAPOCTA K Hel MOJouIén U eBa
CTIBIIITHO IIETTHY:

— Mar.

[Tocrne aTOr0 XKEHIKMHA Hadajla BeCTH ce0s nepeq MuxauaoM Tak, CJIOBHO OH 3BAHBIM T'OCTE,
KOTOPOT'0 OHA Xaja MOIKU3HHU.

B n1o60M crydae MalbYUK MOJTYYUII TO, YTO XOTEJl — CHITHYIO ey ¥ Bomy. CTapocTa BCE 3TO BPeMs



cupen nepen MyUxauioM U caM eJI, HI4ero He roBops. JIMIIh KOToa Majab4YuK J0ell, MyK4MHA CTajl
HECIIEIIHO, CJIOBHO TaK ¥ HAM0, PACCKa3kIBaTh O XKMU3HU B EPEBHE U IIPOCTO O HOBOCTSIX, KOTOPEIE
CHBIIAT. BeposiTHO, CTApOCTa caM TePSCs, 0 YEM MOIKHO ITIOTOBOPUTE C «MOJIOABIM M3TPOM»,
II09TOMY, YTOORI HE MOJT4aTh, Hayall TUTh BOMY.

Mornopnoii 4enoBeK MOT ¥ 10y0aBUTE €r0 IIbIJI, HO He CTaJl, UCKPeHHe UHTEPECYSICh iellaMy B IepeBHE
U 3a eé npepenaMu. Bcé 3To BpeMs OH OBUI B KOMITaHMY ONHOM JIMIIL MaTyIIKK U MIOJIyPa3yMHOT0
nyxa, ¥, HeCMOTPS Ha TO, YTO OH PETyJIIPHO Y3HaBal YTO-TO HOBOE, Y HETO BCE PaBHO ORI BeCchbMa U
BEChbMa CHUJIbHBIA HHGOOPMAIIMOHHBIN TOJION.

Takum 06pa3oM, 3a pa3roBopaMu Majb4YUK Y3Hal U IIPO TO, YTO B IIOCJIEAHME OBl Y HUX OB IJI0XOMH
ypozKaii, ¥ PO TO, 4TO OH He B MMnepuu Mopyc, a KoponeBcTBe KpeoH, 1 4To 00CTaHOBKA C
HWMnepuent TOMBKO yXyALIaeTCs. ..

Ha sToM ManbyuK CBOE€ BHUMaHKHE 0COOEHHO coCpenoTo4yuil.

— Kak ecTb nonHOMacmITabOHOM BOMHEI XOTAT, — COKPYIIACs MyXK4uHa. — UYTo mogymain 6s1 Mopuop,
ecnu OBl YBUIEN, YTO [EJIal0T €T0 ITIOTOMKH. YXKe JIET MSATh Ha TPaHuUlle TPOUCXOASAT KaK1ue-TO CTBIUKH.
OT mpoe3Kero TOProBlia YCIBIIIA, MOJIOMON M3TP, YTO JaKe Maru CTald y4acTBOBATh B 00SX.
Hewn3BecTHO, 4eM 3TO BCE 3aKOHUHUTCS.

— EcTb Kakag-To opuniranbHas IpuynHa KOHQIUKTA?

— ViMmepun He HyXKHa MPUYKHA, MOJIOOONW MITP, — IOKavasl 3JI0 TOJI0BOM Myk4YruHa. — OHU MPOCTO
XOTAT OOJIBIIETO.

[Muiry gmg pa3mbllieHud Muxaui Doy dul.

[Tocre Toro Kak Bce TeMbl ce0s ucyeprnasny, CTapocTa Npeanoxul Muxauiny y HUX 3aHOUYeBaTh, OT
Yyero MOCIeIHNM, KOHEYHO Xe, 0TKa3kBaThCd He CTajl. K ToMy MOMEHTY yXKe KakK pa3 HaCTyIuJl
Beyep U BepHyCcA CepBui.

ITa He MPOCTO BepHYJICS, a OYKBAJIILHO CTAJl CTYy4aThCs B OM CTAPOCTHI, BUOUMO, YCIBIIIIAB HOBOCTH.
Muxaun He OBITT YBepeH, HO IIPeATojarai, 4To ObIO yKe K TOMY MOMEHTY YacCOB [IeBATh-IEeCSITh
Bedepa. K cuacThio, CIaTh OH eIIé He JTIOKUIICH.

N3-3a Harnoctu CepBus CTapoCTa XOTEJ ero IporHaTh, HO KaK pa3 BHIIIEN Ha YIuly Muxaui,
BCTPETUBIIUCH B3TJISIAOM C UCXYHAJIBIM eIll€é COBCEM MOJIOABIM ITapHEM ABaAIlaTH JIeT Ha BUJ C
0e3yMHBIMY, KPaCHBIMHU TJIa3aMH.

— Moatp! MaTp, npouwy! [Tomorute! — MyXK4nHa ynas Ha KOJIEHU, YyTh JIX He BIENUBIIUCH B HOTU
BBILIEIIErO Ha ynuly Muxanna. — Most fo4b... MOS JOYE...

— V0Opas cBou rps3HBEIE PYKU OT HOT MOJIOHOTO M3Tpa, 6e3yMen;! — PSIBKHYJ Ha MYXKUKUHY CTapoOCTa,
13-3a 4ero CepBUil UCIIyTaHHO OTCKOYUIL.

— Bcé HopmarnbHO, — ocafiuil ManbuuK Ilomnykca. — Thl MOXKeIlb BO3BpAIlaThCsl B JOM, CTApOCTa.

MyXunHa 9yTh HAXMyPHUJICS, HO CIIOPUTH, CTECTBEHHO, He CTasl. IlociIenHu# pa3 MOKIOHUBIIUCE, OH
3allIes B MOM.

— B Mo0é€ BpeMs oHU Besu ce0s8 HEMHOT'0 WHa4e, — npobopMoTana HabsomaBinas 3a BceM MaTylka.
Tom, KOTOPEIY celidac OBLI, OHU TaK U He Y3HaIIH.



Manb4uK MOMPOCUIT Y CTAPOCTHI HUTKY U CHenal U3 yepena Qeu-Tpynoenku mogobue Opesnka,
KOTOPBIY HafeJT Ha IIel0 TIOf OfeXAy.

HYX OTHA 9YTh IIOJIBIXHYII 3Hep1"1/1e1?1. Bbrimo COBEPHIEHHO HEIIOHATHO, YTO OH MMEJI B BUY.

— YTO CAy4YunIoch C TBOEH JOoYephi0? — HE CTaB KOMMEHTHPOBATh 3aMedaHue NEeBYIIKH, TOCUUTAB
3TO JIUIIHKM, TPUCET Ha KOJIEHO MaJIbYuK, TI0JI0KKUB PYKY Ha IJIEY0 BCE EII€ CTOSBIIETO Ha KONEHSIX
MYKYUHBI.

— Most go4b... Most mo4b... B Heé BCENMUIIOCh YTO-TO CTPAIITHOE! — MOAHSI OH Ha Muxausa riasa, B
KOTOPHIX yKe Haxe CIé3 He ObI0. — MHe HUKTO He BEPUT, IIOTOMY YTO OHO Bell€T cebs mepeq
OPYTUMU JTIOIbMU KaK 00BIYHO, HO Y2Ke B [IOME...

— 4 nousn, — kuBHYI Muxauin. — I[IpoBenu MeHd K Hell. OHa Xe B fome?
— B-BuI mpasBeL... [IpoiigemrTe...

erCTBﬂHI/IH HEePBHO IIOBEJI 10 BeqepHefI JepeBHEe MaJIb9YWKa B CBOMH JIOM, KOTOprfI Ha (bOHe YXKe
IIOYTH CEeBULIEr0 COJIHIIA Ka3aJiCAa Mnxanny UL 0oJiee 3JIOBEIIIUM.

My4rHa OTKPHUT HE3alepTyio OBEPh. B OKHE moMa CBET He TOPeJl.

3peHue MOJIONOTO YeloBeKa OT MHAa3MOB ThMBI YIIAJI0 TIOYTH [0 HYJIS, ©3-3a Yero Muxaui IOmpPOoCHT
WrHK1Ca HEMHOTO «IIOJCBETUTH» eMy. [IyX BEUIETENI U3 CBOEI0 BMECTHIIMIINA U 3aXKercs, CTaB
nomobueM ¢akera.

— O Boru, — oTmatHyncs otT Manbyuka CepBuil, He BUAEBIIUY Ayxa. — H-HO TYT e CBETNO, M-
MITP...

— Tebe — ma. MHe — HeT, — IOKa4aJl rojI0BOM MaJib4MK, II0CJIe YeTo, yKe He CIIyIlas KpeCTbIHUHA,
caM HallpaBWICS 10 MaJIeHbKOMY KOPUOPY B KOMHATY, OTKyZ[a ThMa M PacCIpPOCTPaHsIack.

B MasieHBKOH, TECHOM KOMHATe, Ha HeOOJIbIIOW KPOBATH CHOEJIa CBETIIOBOIOCAs MaJleHbKas MeBOYKa
JIeT IIeCTH Ha BUM. B pyke oHa mepxkaja COJIOMEHHYI0 KYKOJIKY, IIOX0XKYIO Ha Ty, 4TO OblTa y
Muxawnia, HO B HeOOJIBIIIOM IIJIaThE.

IleBouka, Urpasiiasi C KyKJjoH, IOJHSIa HEBUHHBIN B3I/ Ha Muxauna.
— [Tamouka, KTo 3T0? — E€ romoc 3By4asn TUXO U HAUBHO.
B komHaty Bomén CepBu, Ipu 3TOM OCTaBasiCh CTOSITh 3@ CIIMHOM MOJIOIOTO YeI0BeKa.

— He obManbIBaliTeCh, M3TP! — ToJI0C MyKYUHH gpoxkas. — OHa mpuTBopsieTcd... [Ipoury,
IIOBEPLTE...

— BepHOe muTS... — e[Ba CIIBIIIHO MMPOIIenTasa MaTyurka. — Maslblll, TH YyBCTBYEIIb?

— He nipocTo uyBCcTBYI0, — TpoOOpMOTas YyTh rpoMye MuxauJ, U3-3a 4ero JeBoYKa BHOBb IlepeBesia
B3TJISIZ Ha MOJIOLOT0 YeJI0OBEeKa, IPOM0Kast HEBUHHO UT'PATh C KyKJoi. — Ho u BuXKy.

ManpumK MyCTUI HEMHOTO aCTPaibHOM SHEPTHH B T'J1a3a, 4yTh ycuisas ahdeKT cBoux rias, u3-3a
Yyero yBuUpesl, KakK YTO-TO YEPHOE, MEP3K0e, OTBPATUTENbHOE, IPHCOCAIOCh KO BCEMY TeNy JeBOYKU U
yXKe MOYTH CTaJI0 C Hel OTHUM IIeJIBIM.



Ceiiuac mepeq HUM CUAUT He PeOEHOK, a 3TO HEYTO, MUMUKPUPYIOIee mof pebeHKka. PeOeHKa,
KOTOPOT'0 TBapb MeMJIEHHO IT0XKUpasia Ha Ila3ax Muxauna. JIubo nerranack cnuthes. JInbo
TIOTJIOTHUT. ..

Coemnath HEYTO, UTO XyXkKe CMEPTH.
— Yxomu, — mas KOMaHAy 0TIy «IeBOUYKM» Muxaus.
— Y-yT0? — uyTh oTOWmEN CepBUM, YMYIPUBIIUCH HE TOHATH KOMaHTHL.

[Tepen MuxauioM IIPOSIBUAJICS IPU3PAYHbIM CUIYST MaTymKy, 4To OyKBalbHO BEITONKana CepBus Ha
YIUITY, 3aKPHIB IBEPD, IIOCIIE YETO BCTajla BO3JIe MaJlbuMKa.

HeuTo, KaxeTcs, IOHSIO0, 4YTO 00MaH He yHasics, OTJIOKUB KYKITy.

B cnepyromuit MOMEHT IeBOYKa HEECTECTBEHHO IIMPOKO OCKa/IUIach, M3-3a 4ero ry0rl JeBOYKHU YyTh
HAJOPBAJIUCh.

HeuTo yXe mymMasno BCKOYUTh U KUHYThCS Ha Muxaumna, HO TOT, BHITSIHYB PYKY, CXKaJl €€,
OOHOBPEMEHHO C 9TUM MCII0/Ib30BaB acTPasibHYI0 9Hepruio. Teno neBoyky GyKBaIbHO BOABUTIO B
KpoBaTh. HeuTo yTpoOHO 3aphivao, MHTasiCh BEIPBATHCS, TPOAOJIKAS PACIIPOCTPAHSATh YEPHBIE
MHUa3Mbl, HO Muxaun el 3Toro He MO3BOJISIL.

— Mary1ka, — IOIPOCUT MOJIOROH YETIOBEK.

IeBylIke He HY>KHO ObLI0 HUYero 00bsICHATH. OHa MOAOIIIa K IeBOYKe U MOJI0XKKUIa Ha Hee
IpHU3paYHbEe PYKH, CKOBaB CBOEM cuioi. HackonbKko Obinl ry6uTesneH 3eKT mogoOHbIX BO3NENCTBUM
— OBIJIO HETIOHSTHO, 1a ¥ He OBIJI0 BpeMEeHU 0 TAKOM JyMaTbh. MaIb4uK IepecTas AepxKaTh CYIIeCTBO
acTpabHOU 9HEPruew, MOomoNAs K HeMy, II0Cie Yero MOJI0XKUI PYKY Ha CIIUHY peGEHKa.

— A-A-A-A-A!!! — HeuTO OYKBA/IbHO 3aBU3XKaJI0, YYBCTBYSI, KaK CBSI3b OYIIHN U TeJla CTajia OBICTPO
00pHIBATHCS, BMECTE C 3TUM HaBasi cBoOOy 0OTIofaHHOM aylile peGeHKa.

Bckope B pyke Manb4yuKa OBITIO TPSI3HOE, e[Ba BUTUMOE YEPHOEe CKOIJIEHNE, IThITaBIIeecs
IIPUCOCATHCS K er0 pyKe, HO COBEPIIEHHO HEYIayHO — 3Heprus Muxauia Jerko mofassiia ciaadyio
TBaphb.

Muxaumny 00JIbIlle HUKAKUX JKEeCTOB JielaTh He HY2KHO OBIJI0 — IIPOCTO HAIIPaBUTh aCTPAJIbHYIO
SHEPTHUIo B PYKy C HaMepeHHeM «HaBpeOuTh». M37aB mocieHNi BOW, TBaph paccesiyiach, U3-3a Yero
IIOM Cpa3y CTaJl HAMHOTO CBETJIEE.

— W 4T0 970 OBINIO? — mepeBEN Muxani B3I Ha Teno 6eHOM, 06CCO3HATETbHON NEBOYKH.
Martyika ycenack Ha KpOBaTh BO3jie peOEHKa, IOCTe Yero HeXKHO Ty O0HsIa.

— ¢ He yBepeHa, MaJbIII, — THXO MPOIIeNTasa AeBYIIKa, BUAUMO, THITasICh MPUCTYLIIAThCS K TOMY,
JKMBa JIX feBo4Yka. — Ho, KaxeTcsi, Thl yOUII JeMOoHa.

Mornopnoit YeloBeK B3[[OXHYJI, YYBCTBYS, KaK HauMHaET ObICTpee OUTHCS CepAlle.
— He oObrunbIft TEMHBIN OyX? [leMOoH? Pa3Be BBl He TOBOPUIIM, UTO UX yKe HAaBHO HET?

ManpumK OT MaTyIIIKK CIIBIIIAJ, YTO IEMOHOB JaBHO 1u00 ucTpebusu, mubo IporHanu o0paTHO K
cebe Ha ux nnaH. JIubo nmnaHkl, — TYT I0f BolpocoM. K coxaeHnuio, B UCTOPUHU OBIIO CIIUIIKOM



MHOT0 OenbIxX nsATeH. Bce mounTatoT Mopuopa, IlepBoro MmmnepaTtopa, MOTOMY YTO OH GBbIJT MAarom,
KOTOPEHIH e[Ba JI1 He CIIac BCE YeJI0BEYECTBO.

W3 urdopmaIimu ke TOro CTaporo Mara BEIXOOUIIO, YTO TEMHBIE TBapH eCTh. M, HACKOJIbKO MOT
BUZIETh MUxauJ, He TOJIbKO CPefu TOTOMKOB Mopuopa.

— BupuMo, ecTh, — MOKayvaa rojioBOY [EeBYIIIKa, Ha4yaB I'IafiuTh 10 TOJI0BE MaJleHbKYI0 AEBOUKY. —
Bungumo, ecTs...

[Touemy-To Muxaumy cTano Ka3aTbcs, 94To [Ipyr nogoOpas eMy He CaMblil TyYIIWi MUD IS
pPa3BUTHUA...
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