HpOH.U'IO BCero necidaTh, HET, MOXKET OBITH, NMATHAOUATh MUHYT.

9TO BpeMsI MOKa3aioch MHE U 0YeHb [NOJITUM, ¥ 10 00UIHOT0 KOPOTKUM. Ho rimaBHOE, YTO MBI
oflepKau MOIHY0 mobemny.

Hamapagimnme 0N pa3rpoMiieHsl. JIUIIb HeCKOIbKUM U3 HUX yhaanock 6exaTsb. OcTanbHbe OBITN
60 MepTBHI, MO0 TAXKEJIO PaHEHHI.

Bckope 1oce Toro, Kak CTUXJTU 3BYKU OUTBEI, ST IOYYBCTBOBAJI, YTO ¥ BOPOT cobpajach TOMMIA.

9T0 OBIIH MY2KYHWHEBL ¥ KEHIITWHEI, BOOpy}KéHHbIe KOIbSIMY U muTamMu. OHU C TII00O0TIBITCTBOM
pa3riadaeIiBajii HaC CKBO3b IIIEJIM B 4YaCTOKOJIE.

YenoBek MATbAECAT, He Oonblie. Ecu Bce 9TH JIIOOU U COCTABISIIN O0EBYIO CUITY OEPEBHH, TO Oefla eé
OBLTH TIJIOXH... BIpoueM, st TaKOT0 MaJIeHbKOTO IIOCeJIeHUs 3TO, HaBepHOe, HeMaJlo.

4 B3MOXHYJ ¥ OKHHYJI B3TJISIAOM JepeBHI0. YacTOKOJ OB Clie/iaH U3 TOJICTHIX OPEBEH U XOPOIIO
YXO02KeH, HO 9TO BCE PaBHO OBIJIO BCETO JIMIIb AepeBo. [loMa Toxke ObIIM JepeBIHHBIMU, TPUUYEM
CTOSITA OHU O4YeHb OJTU3KO OPYT K APYTY.

Ecnu OvI Ha 3Ty IepeBHIO Halajiu BoicKa KopoJyieBcTBa MepuneTtTta unmu rpadctBa ®eparHaHTa, TO OT
Heé He 0CTasoch Obl U crefa. [JocTaTouHO OBUIO OBl IIyCTUTh HECKOIBKO 3aKUTaTEIbHBIX CTPE.

EnuHCTBEHHOE, YTO [I0 CHX IIOP CIacajio IePEBHI0, — 9TO €€ yHaJIEHHOE PacIloNoXeHue: C OMHOU
CTOPOHEI €€ OKpYy2KaJl TOpHEIHN xpebeT BynbhcOypr, rae, mo ciayxaM, 06KuTal OpakoH, C IPYyTrod — OHa
HAXOOuIach JajleKo OT TOPTOBLIX ITyTeH U He IMpeCcTaBIsiia co00i HUKAKOM IeHHOCTHA C BOGHHOU
TOYKHU 3PEHUS.

Ho ecnu 6 BCE-TaK¥ MIPUIIIOCH 3AIUIIATHCS OT HACTOSIIEN apMUM... 3Ty JePEeBHIO Pa3faBuiu Obl
TaK e JIeTKo, KaK ¥ MypaBeNHUK.

— Hy uTo X, nopx BaH, — cka3ana Tuab, CTaHOBUCH PAAOM CO MHOU, — MBI Ha MecTe. [IpaBna,
IpUOBIIM MBI CIOJIa HECKOJIBKO MHAYe, YeM IIJIaHUPOBaIH. ..

— IIa, — cornacuncs 1. — 4YTo X, II0pa IIO3HaKOMHUTLECA C MECTHBIMHU KHUTEJIAMU.

¢l HampaBMIICS K BOpOTaM. [IBoe pHIIlapel LIy BIiepeau MeHs, mo 6okaM — [y 1 Jcmaja, c3amu —
Tuns u Kamcus.

OpToO ¥ €ro NMOOY OXPAaHSIIA TOBO3KY ¥ CIIeTUIH 3a IJIeHHBIMH.
2KuTenu mepeBHU 3aBOJTHOBAJIUCE, YBUMIEB HaC.

— 34paBCTBYHTE, — CKa3all 1. — MeHs 30ByT Ban Heit ®epTtuo. 4 — celH Mapku3a ®epTro, HOBOTO
IIPaBUTENS 3TUX 3eMesb. OTHEIHE g 6yay 3a00TUTLCS O Ballel nepeBHe. Ho He BONHYHTECS, 51 He Oymy
BaC MPUTECHATDL U HE CTaHy IIOBHIIIATE HAJIOTH.

2KuTenu mepeBHU MEePETISHYIINCh, He 3Has, KaK peardpoBaTh Ha MO CJIoBa. He KaXkObli eHb K HUM
IpHe3XKajld apUCTOKPATEHI, [a eIllé U C TAKUMK CTPAHHBIMHM PeYaMU.

— OTO Balll HOBBIY CIO3EpPEH, — CTPOTr0 MPOU3HEC JCIafa, BEICTynas Buepen. — OTKporTe BopoTa!

W3 TOMNMIE BRIINIENT HU3EHBKUI CTapHK.



— OTKpBIBaiiTE, — CKOMaH0BAJ OH.

JIrou TIOCTIEIIHO PACIaXHY/ U BOPOTa. 3@ HUMHU CTOSITIA MYXKUYKUHH U XKEHIIUHbI, BOOPYKEHHEIE
KOIIbSIMHU U IITUTAMU. Briepenu Bcex cTosii cTapuk. OH OBITT COBEPIIEHHO 6e33alluTeH.

— ... I — cTapocTa 3TOM IepeBHU, — CKa3ajl OH, HU3KO KJIaHA9Ch. — MeHs 30ByT PoHI0. MEI
OrmaromapHBL BaM 3a TO, YTO BHI CIIAC/IM HAC.

— MBI CcIBIIIaNH, YTO B Balllel JepeBHe HUKOI'Ia He OBIJIO HU CBOET0 IIpaBUTEIIA, HU CTPAXKHUKOB, —
CKa3all 4, KJIaHAAChb B OTBET. — HpOH.Iy IIPOIEHUA 3a TO, YTO Hallla CEMbA TaK OOJITO BaC
HUTHOPHUPOBAla. OTHBIHE 5 6}7,'[[}7 BalllMM 3alllMTHUKOM. Hafeiocr Ha Ballle IOHMMaHUEe U TMOONEPXKKY.

Mou cioBa BEI3BA/IH Y XKUTEJIEH OepeBHH ellé 0osbinee ynuBieHue. TakuxX CTPAHHBIX apUCTOKPATOB
OHU eIlé He BUIEJIH.

— Xa-xa-xa! — pa3pgascs 3a Moeii cnuHoU cmex Opro.
4 He oOpaTus Ha HET0 BHUMaHUS U TOCMOTPeN Ha POHMO, oXKumas ero oTeeTa.

— ... Yro X, oueHs 1106e3HO C Balllell CTOPOHBI, — MefiJieHHO npou3Héc Poumgo. — IIpomy Bac,
ClengyWTe 3a MHOU. f IPOBOXKY Bac K cebe.

OH noBepHYJICS U HAIIPaBUJICA B IepeBHI0. MbI ocneqoBanu 3a HUM. 2KUTesnu qepeBHH C
HECKphIBa€MHBIM IIOI03PEeHKEeM Ha0Iofanu 3a HaMH.

[Toxoxke, MHe JOCTajlaCh HEIIPOCTasi BOTUMHA. ..
oM cTapocThl OBITT He TO YTOOBI COBCEM YOOTHM... HO ¥ IBOPIIOM €T0 TOoXke OBIJI0O TPYAHO Ha3BaTh.

KameHHbIH (pyHOAMEHT, IePeBSIHHBIM 1107, CTEHHI ¥ KphIlia... BoT u Bc€ yOpaHcTBO. Ecnu OBl 3fech
CIIyYMJIOCH 3eMJIETPSICEHNE, TO OT 9TOT0 JOoMa He 0CTasioChk OBl U Clefa.

BrpoueMm, 3a BCE BpeMs, YTO S KUJI B 9TOM MHUpe, 51 HA pa3y He BUIeN 3eMyeTpsiceHusi. Tak 4To,
MOXKeT OBITh, MHE ITPOCTO ITOBE3JIO.

M&I paccenucs B IPOCTOPHOM KOMHaTe. POHIO, IBOe MyXKYWH CPEJHUX JIET U [IBE XKEHIIUHB —
HAIlPOTUB MeHS. Paoom co MHOM cupeny Scmana u [1u.

— B Hamiel mepeBHe XUJI0 CTO MAThAECAT YEJI0OBEK, — Haudall CBOM paccka3 Pormo. — Ho monropga
Ha3aj ¥ MeCSI Ha3ajl Ha Hac Hamaau Pa300MHUKY... Telmepb Hac 0CTalI0Ch TOJIBKO CTO NECSTh.

— ... To ecTp, ceropHsIIHEE HAMIAlEeHUE — YKE TPEThe? — CIPOCUI 5. — ITO OBUIM T€ JKe CaMble
Ppa300MHUKH?

— Het, — otBeTun Pormo. — [TepBrie OBUIM MEJIKOM COIIKOM, YeJI0BEK OecsATh, He Oombire. Ho
BTOPHIE... T€, YTO Hallalyd Ha Hac MeCSIl Ha3afl... OblIK mocepbe3nee. [1oxoxke, 3TO ObLIM OBIBIINE
HAEMHUKY, UM aBAaHTIOPUCTEL. MEI LIeNTBIN OeHb CpaXkaluch C HUMH, ITPeX/e YeM HaM YOalioch UX
IIPOTHATh. A Te, YTO HAIlAJIX Ha HAC CErofHs... ObIIM COBCEM APYTHE.

— ... Kaxk BHI iymaeTe, moueMy Ballla EPEBHS CTajla TaKOM IIPUBIEKATEIbHOM 71T Pa300MHUKOB?
Ponpo 3amsmncs.

— ... Hamra gepeBHST HAaXOOUTCS [alleKo ¥ OT TOPOMIOB, ¥ OT APYTUX OEePEBEeHb, — CKa3asl OH. — Y Hac



CMEHUJICST CI03EPEH, U TeIePh PHILIapy O0JIbIlle He MaTPYIUPYIOT HAIK 3eMIU. PaHbIle, KOT{ia Mbl
ObUTH YacThio rpadcTBa PepauHaHTa, PHIIAPY TPUXOOUIM CIOfla HOBOJIBHO YaCTO, BeIb MEI
HaxXOOuMCs HefjaJlIeKo OT IpaHuULbl ¢ KoponeBCcTBOM WepuHeTTta. Ho Temneps...

— To ecTb, BBl XOTHTE CKa3aTh, YTO U3-3a TOTO, YTO BHI TEIEPh IIPUHAMIEXKUTE MapKu3y depTuo,
Ballla IePEeBHS OKa3ajach Ha TPaHu THOenn? — IPSIMO CIIPOCHIT .

Poupgo mpomonyan. OH He MOT B OTKPHITYIO 0OBUHSTh MapKu3a, 0COOEHHO TePes eT0 CHIHOM.

BrpoueM, ecu Ol 51 GBI TEM CaMbIM «TUIIMYHEIM aPUCTOKPATOM», 0 KOTOPOM TOBOpHIa IIypusb, TO
OH y2Ke HaBHO ObI JIMIIUIICS TOJIOBH 32 CBOM HEeP3KKe CIIOBa.

— IIpoctute, — ckazan si. — ['pad OepauHaHT HA3HAYMII CBOMX YIIPABJISIOUINX BO BCEX TOPOMax U
IepeBHsAX. Mo# 0Tell OTCTPAHUI UX OT JOJIKHOCTU. OH Hayasl Ha3HaYaTh HOBHIX YIIPABISIONINX,
HayWHas C KPYIHEIX TOPOOB, HO [0 Balllel IePeBHY ¥ HETO [T0Ka YTO He AOIIIN PYKHU.

— ... To ecTh, MBI 711 BAaC — IMyCTOE MECTO, — PEe3KO0 CKa3aa POHIO, IpUCTaIbHO IS0 Ha MEHS. —
Bce apucTokpathl oguHakoBuIe... OHK 3a60TATCS TOJIBKO O TeX, KTO MPUHOCUT UM JeHBTH. A
MaJjieHbKas [iepeBHS... KOMY OHa HyxKHa? MEHI IJIaTUM KOTIEHKH, la ¥ PECYPCOB y HaC HUKAKHUX...

[Toxo3Ke, OH PEeInI, YTO S JOCTOMH JOBEPHSs, JIM IIPOCTO HE CMOT CepPKaTh HAKOMMBIIEHCS 3JI00H.
¢4 pemmn He MPOOIKATEL 3TOT PA3TOBOP.
— Crapocra, — cka3zan . — JlaBaiTe JIy4Ille IIOTOBOPUM O TOM, UTO ejIaTh HasIbIIle.

Ponmo YI[I/IBJ'IéHHO 3aMOJI49all. My}K‘-II/IHBI, CupeBIiIne PAOOM C HUM, C HEIIPHUA3HBIO IOCMOTPEJIA Ha
MEHH. Bnpoqu, g He co61/1panc5{ C HUMH ODEPEMOHUTHCA.

— BeccMBICTIEHHO KaJI0BaThCS Ha Cyas0y, — TBEPHO CKa3asl s, TS Ha HUX [10 OYepenu. —
KoHeuHO, 3TO HEeCIIpaBeIuBO, HO TaK YCTPOEH MUP.

— A tebe merxo FOBOpI/ITB! — OOHWH U3 MyXYHH BCKOYHII C MeCTa. — ThI K€ apI/ICTOKpaT!

Cyns mo BceMy, 3T0 OBUT CHIH POHMIO. 3HAUUT, €My IIPEICTOUT CTaTh HOBBIM CTApOCTOM... [110Xu memna
y 9TO¥ IepeBHHU, eCliu OH Tak ropsy! C TaKuM XapakKTepoM [ajieko He Ve[elllb.

— CsapbTe, — CTPOTO CKa3asl 1. — 4 Xo4y oroBopuTh 0 OyayIneM Balnel JepeBHHU.
PoHOo mpuInypuscs, B3rasSHYB Ha ChIHA. TOT HEXOTS OTYUHUIICS.

— KoHeuHo, BUHa apuCTOKPATOB BeJIMKa, — CKa3al s, IPUJI0XKUB PYKY K rpyau. — Ho, ecnu OBITH
TOYHBLIM, TO KOPEHb MPOOIEMEl — B 3aKOHAX, KOTOPHIE YCTAHOBUJI KOPO/Ih BeIIMHENT, OCHOBATEITh
HaIIIero KOPoJIeBCTRa.

Mou cioBa npou3Benu 3bdeKT pa3opsasiuercs 60MObl. POHIO U ero ceMbsi, Tu u crnaga — BCe
CMOTpPeNy Ha MeHs C HeCKPhIBAEMBIM yIuBIeHHeM. HUKTO U3 apuCTOKPATOB He mocMent Obl Tak
OTKPBITO KPUTUKOBATh KOPOJIEBCKYIO BIIACTh!

Brpouem, yero MHe Tenepb 00AThCSA? d — MpaBUTENb 3aXyAaiol JepeBYIIKY, 3aTEPSHHON Ha Kparo
cBeTa... MHe yXe Hedero TepsTh!

PaCHpaBI/IB IIjiedu, 1 OKUHYII B3TId00M IIPUCYTCTBYIOIIHUX. Bce oHuM OBIIM B CMSITEHHUH.
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