'na3a XepueTTsl 3akonebanuch. Ee cepflle cxkanock, CJI0BHO PrI0a, BEITallleHHAs U3 BOMABL. Pyku
3a[pozKajy OT BOJIHEHUS, U OHA HEe MOIJla [IOHATh, BObIXaeT JIX UJIU BhIObIXAeT. [[Ba MyXK4YUHEI
IIPOKJIafIbIBa/IX CBOM IyTh, HO XepueTTa CTOsi/1a, KaK MpUKJIeeHHast K MecTy. Moryo i ObITh Tak, 4TO
ee CylLleCTBOBaHMe 0Ka3aJIoCh I10f BOIIpPocoM? Barmian JaBrHa BCTPETUIICA C HEU, KOr[a OH CjlefoBall
3a rpadoM. Mx ria3a BCTPETUIIMCH BCET'O Ha MTHOBEHUE, HO 3TOTO BpeMeHU ObLII0 OCTaTOYHO.
CunbpHas OpoXKb, Kak yap MOJIHUY, IPOH3MIa ee Teso. Ero riasa ObUin 1BeTa riry00KOT0 CHHETO
MOpS, C IIMHHEIMY pPeCHUIIaMU, KOTOPHIE [Iefiany UX MoTpsicaiome CO0Ia3HUTEIbHEIMU. Y XepPUEeTTH
IIOOTHYJIUCh HOTY. BHe3anHo KOJIeHU IPOTHYJIUCh, U OHA OKa3ajlach Ha nojy. OT HallpsiXKeHUs Y Hee
OynTo He 0CTayNoCh CUJI, YTOOBI yIepPKUBATh JIerkKoe Tejo. JIIoau BUeNnu, Kak OHa PyXHYyJa, HO
HUKOTO 3TO He BOJIHOBAJIO. Bce OblIM 3aHATH OMHUM - OOBUHOM. OH OBIJT €IUHCTBEHHBIM SIPKUM
IIITHOM B KOMHAaTe, KOTOpas, Ka3ajoch, 00eciiBeunBasach C ero nosgsiaeHreM. B3rnan SaBrHa,
KOTOPHIYM JIUIIb MEeIbKOM IIPOIIesl MAMO, CHOBA yTaj Ha XepueTTy.— AX... 3T0 oHa.I'yObl XepueTThl
OPOTHYIU. B royioBe y Hee MOMYTHUJIOCH, KOTTa OHA IIOHSAJIA, YTO OH CMOTPUT Ha Hee. OHa 3Hasa, 4To
BBHITJIAOUT CMEIIHO, HO B TOT MOMEHT He MOrJjla IpuayMaTh Hu4Yero gpyroro.— O, BOH TaM...B ator
MOMEHT JBUH OCTaHOBUICS. Bce 3aTaunu grixaHue. OH Ha MTHOBEHUE TJISIHYJI Ha XepUETTY, U B €T0
B3IJIsIle CKBO3MJIa HEIIOHSITHAs CMECh YYBCTB. 3aTeM OH IOAoIes O6/1MXKe, HAaKJIOHUIICS U IPOTSIHYT
el pyKy. XepueTTa CMOTpeJla Ha eTo AJIMHHBIE MTa/IbIlbl, 00TAHYThe OebIMU ITepUyaTKaMu. BO3MOKHO,
OHa CIlajla C OTKPHITHIMU I'JIa3aMU WM OKa3ajlach B CTpaHe MeUThl. PaccTossHUue MeXAy HUMU CTajlo
TAKUM MaJIbIM, YTO MOXKHO OBLJIO OIIYTUTH ObIXaHUE APYT Apyra. OT OBUHA UCXOOUTT TOHKUH
MYCKYCHEI apoMaT. XepueTTa CXBaTujla ero pyKy, CJIOBHO YTO-TO BCEJIUJIOCH B Hee. Tero
mpoOupasno CKBO3b IepuyaTKu. Ha MrHOBEHUE el CTaIo CTPAILHO - BAPYT OH 3aCMEETCS UK MTPEe3PUT
ee. Ho B3rnsiHyB eMy B I'71a3a, OHa MOHSIA: €e 0XKUAaHKS ObUIM COBEPIIEeHHO HEBEPHHIMU. B ero
B3rJIsifle He ObUIO HU HaCMEIIKY, HU IIPe3peHus, Ul Oe3pa3nuyue. ITO ObIJIO CUIbHOE PaBHOAYIINE
K OKpyXatmuM. OHa I04yBCTBOBAJIa, YTO €€ CJIOBHO YOAPUJIU 110 TOJI0BE. B TO Ke BpeMs 4YTO-TO, YTO
CTPEMUJIOCH TPOHUKHYTE B €e CepAlle, BHe3alHO Pa30uIoCh. MBUH IIOMOT eif BCTaTh. — THI B
OPSAKe?OABUH C UHTEPECOM BIIISAENICS B Illa3a XepUeTTHl U TUXO0 CIPOCHUJI, HO, Ka3aloCh, He XKAal
oTBeTa. YOeOUBIINCH, UTO OHA Ha HOTax, OH yOpas PyKy ¥ BepHYJCS K rpady, KOTOPHIM XKaas ero. Y
XepHeTTH faxe He OBIJI0O BpeMeHU 100/1arogapuTh ero.3BYK ero yAaaasiomuxCcs I1aroB 3Bydall
HeeCTeCTBEHHO I'POMKO B yilax XepueTThl. OHa CMOTpesia Ha Hero, Kak Oy[ATo B TpaHCe, IepXka PYKY,
KOTOPOU KOCHYJIaCh €r0, Ha Ipyau. — Tl B IOPAAKE?ITOT MATKUY, HO YBEPEHHEIN I'0JIOC 3By4all Tak
IIPUSTHO, YTO IMOJTHOCTHIO COOTBETCTBOBAJI €r0 KpacoTe. — Thl B IOPAAKE?ITO CJIOBO 3XOM
OT[IaBaJIOCh Y Hee B rojioBe. Muicnu 3akpyKunuchk. OHa U30 BCEX CHUJI XOTeJla YBULETh JOBUHA CHOBAQ,
mo0oit 1eHol. CUITBHO 3aX0Tella 3alevaTiieTh CBOe OTPaXKeHue B ero rja3ax. [Ioka oHa MoOTria
IOAITBEPKOaTh CBOE CYIIeCTBOBaHUE Yepe3 Hero, HUUTO OOJIbIle He UMeJIo 3HaYeHUusI. —
[Tomoxmu...!— XepuetTa!Korma ona 6ecco3HaTeNbHO NOTSIHYIACh 3@ OBUHOM, JIumuaH, KoTopas
clenuiia 3a Hel, cxBaTuia ee 3a miedo. — Yto?!Xepuerra Onina nopaxeHa. Korga oHa
IIOYyBCTBOBaJIa PyKYy JIunuaH, MoHsIa, YTO fAeflaeT. BoseOHble Yapsl Kak OyaTO pa3Besinuch. Cephiit
MUD BOPYT HAMOJIHUJICS IIBETAMHU, ¥ TUXUM 3aJl 0kul. Ee rinasa paciupuianuch OT yAUBIeHUs.— Ay,
TeTylIKa?JIunuaH ¢ TPeBOrou nocMoTpesia Ha Hee.— XepuetrTta! Uto cnyuunocs? [loueMy TH cupena
Ha nony? Y Te6s anemusi?— HeT. Bce He Tak...— Poy3 yTBepxKaaia, YTO HE CTOUT OECIIOKOUTHLCS O
TBOEM 3[]0POBbE, HO YTO 3TO 3HAUUT? [lyMalo, S OTIPaBIi0 Tebs K Bpayy, KOTa Ml BEPHEMCS
momou...— ...— KctaTy, 51 Oblla youBIIeHa, KOTHa Tl TaK BHe3amHo yiuia. Kaxercs, 6apoHecca u
yopx Yarmd CMyTHIIACH W3-3a 3TOT0. Korfa Mbl BCTPETHMCS C HUMHM 11033Ke, 003aTeTbHO U3BUHUCE...—
XepuetTa, Thl MEHS CHBIINIIL?JIUIMaH IpofoKaia yIpekaTh JIEMIHHUIYY, HO XepueTTa He
cnymarna. OHa B OTYasHUM CMOTpeJia B OOHY TOYKY. — TeTs, KTO OBIJI 3TOT 4esloBeK?— Kakoi
yesioBeK?JIunraH MoCMOTpesia B Ty CTOPOHY, Kyia HampaBiieH ObUT B3TJIsA XepueTTh.— Thl TOBOPHIIb
o rpade [lankce?— HeT. Monopno# 4eoBeK, KOTOPSI Obl ¢ rpadom. OH TOMOT MHE BCTaTh, —
nogymaja XeprueTTa, KpacHes. JIumuaH, yBUOEB U3MEHEHHE ee NTHIla, KaK OyATo TOHIa, YTO
IIPOUCXOOUT.— THl TOBOPUIIb O C3Pe JOBHUHE. BEICOKOM CBETJIOBOJIOCOM IKEHT/IbMeHe. XeprueTTa
HeTepPIeInBO KUBHYJIA, YCIIbIIIAaB 3HAKOMO€E M. SJIBI/IH. ,[[a}Ke ero uMs OBLIO 049apoBaTEJIbHEIM. Ee
ra3a 3aCBETUJIUCh KUBOU 9HEPTUey C TeX I0p, Kak OHa npuexasna B JlaBaHT. JIunuas, IOpa3MbICIIUB,



cripocuna:— Tl 3Haemb repuora Pegdopna?— Pendopn?— Ia. I'eprior Pegdopn. Ux ceMbst nMeeT
[OJITYI0 UCTOPHUIO, CYIIIECTBYS C MOMEHTa OCHOBaHUS bpuMpesna, ¥ CUMTaeTCs OOQHOU U3 CaMbIX
BIIUSITEIbHLIX ¥ O0TATHIX Cpefu 3HATH. [0BOPAT, Y HUX caMasi 611aropomHasi POOoCciioBHas B bpumaesne
II0CJie KOpoJieBCKOoM ceMbu. Ha camoMm feie 60ONBIIMHCTBO I'/1aB ceMbu Pemdopy ObIIM KeHaThl Ha
aMax U3 KOPOJIEBCKOM CEMbHU, TaK YTO 3TO He YOUBUTENIbHO.B 3aKyTOYKax mOPOH LIYyTAT, YTO
3aKOHHBIE HacnegHUKU Pendopma nmenu 6ojiee YUCTyI0 KOPOJIEBCKYIO KPOBb, YEM HBIHEITHNE YJIEHBI
KOPOJIEBCKOM ceMbH. Ho HUKOTra He OBIJIO YelnoBeKa, JOCTAaTOYHO MOTYIIECTBEHHOT'0, YTOOH
IIPOBEPUTE, ITpaBAa i 9T0.— Cap IOBUH — HACNEeOHUK reprorcrBa Pegdopn. MHEIMEU cltOBaMH, OH
crenyoomuy repuor.Ciaenyolui replor... XepueTTa NOBTOpUiIa ciosa Jlunuas. ['epuor. [11s gouyepu
BHMKOHTA, KOTOPHIM HAXOOUICS Ha HHe G1aropoIHOT0 COCJIOBUS, OH OBIJT 0UEHDb HAJIEKUM U
BLICOKOIIOCTaBJIEHHBIM 4YeJIOBEKOM. Termeps OHa MOoHsa, noueMy rpad Ilankc Tak pagoBasncs
BCTpeYe C JABUHOM. - TeTylllKa, KaKk MHE CHOBa YBUAETH capa JnBuHa? - Cap OasuH? ToH Jlunuax
CTaJl elle BHIIIE, 1 OHa BHUMATEJIbHO IOCMOTpeia Ha XeprueTTy. Yepe3 HEKOTOPOe BPeMS TeTS
IIoKavasa rojoBou.- begaoe outs...- YT0 TH UMeells B BULY? - TBoe cepplie. He nmogmaBaucs rilymneM
MeuTaM O TOM, YTO HEJOCTYIHO AJisg Te0s. ITo ObIIIO CKa3aHO MITKO, HO CMBICTT OBLT PE3KUM.
BripaxkeHue nuila XepueTTh noteMHesno. OHa MpUKycuia HUXKHIOW I'y0y, omyias, 6yATo KTO-TO
HaKPHLI ee JIUI0 NOAYIIKOU. - O 4eM Thl TOBOPUIIL? - XepueTTa, MHe KaKeTCs, s BUfesla TaKux
JKEeHIIVH, KaK THl, IUIIb pa3 WU OBa B XXKU3HU. Tebe OymeT CII0XKHO YUTATh OTKPHITYIO KHUTY. ITO
03HAYaJo, 4YTO ee CTpeMJieHue OBIJI0 HallpacHBIM. XepueTTa Opocuia Ha TeTO XKeCTKUM B3I U
CHOBA ITOCMOTPeJIa Ty[a, rae ucue3 IaBuH. Ho OH yKe maBHO NMOKKUHYI OaibHBIHM 3aj. JIunuaH CHOBA
HallpaBHUJIa JIULO IIEMSHHULE K cebe. - XepreTTa MaKKeH3H, MOSI oporas IjaeMsHHuIa. Pa3Be TH
He 3Haelllb, 4YTO ceMbs Pendopa 3HaMeHKTa TOJIBKO Onarogaps aTomy repuory? OHa mpoposxkana. -
ITa, OH 3HAMEHUT CBOUM OTPOMHALIM OOTaTCTBOM U ITOYECTSIMM, HO TAK¥XKe ¥ CBOMMU BHITAIOUAMHUCS
crmocobHocTsIME. OH He TOJIBKO XOPOIo 06pa30BaH U BlafgeeT 60eBHIMU UCKYCCTBAMHU, HO M €T0
BHEIIHOCThL CBOJOUT C yMa. ThHl flaXke He IIpeACcTaBlIsgellb, CKOJIbKO TaJlaHTIUBLIX 0O IPOU30IIIIO U3
cembu Pendopn. 'oBopAT, YTO caMbIM IIEHHBIM COKPOBHIIEM Bpumaesna SBIsSETCS UMEHHO 3Ta CEMbSI.
CrouT NMULIb B3TNISHYTh Ha HUX, U Cpa3y CTaHOBUTCS IOHSATHO, HACKOIBKO KU3Hb MOXKET II0Ka3aThCI
HeCIIpaBeIJIMBOMY, a C3p DIBUH — CaMbIil HEIPEB30UAEHHHIN U3 HUX. - ... - KakK, 10-TBOEMY, BaC MOXKHO
cpaBHUTH? Crpocuna JIunuaH npsmMo. XepueTTa 3aMsiach, He 3Hasl, 4YTO OTBETUTh. Oumoy — 3TO
MaJleHbKas JepeBHSs, elBa OTMeUYeHHas Ha KapTe. OHa cTapiias JO4Yb BUKOHTa MaKKeH3H,
IIPaBSIIEr0 9TOM TeppuTopuen. Boamu oT 6oraTCcTBa M ClaBhl TOpa3fo jierde ObII0 HAWTH KOTO-TO,
KTO He 3HaJI OBl ee CEMBIO, YeM TOT0, KTO 3Ha/. YBUJEB €€ Konebanus, JIunvaH B3goxHya. - [Jlaxke
€CJId MBI TOXK€e IBOpSHeE, Hallle TI0JI0KeHue B 00IIIeCTBe He OHO U TO Xke. [[BOpsHe HU3KOT0 paHra,
KakK THl 4 5, He MOTYT [aXe IepPeKUHYThCS Mapou CI0B C TAKUMHY BaXKHBIMU BeIbMOXKaMH, Kak OH. OH,
BEPOSITHO, CYUTAET, UYTO MBI HE CUJIBHO OTJIMYAeMCs OT IMPOCTHIX JIIOAEH. - ... - Huuero HeoOLYHOTO B
TOM, 4TO Tebe He ClenyeT Jaxe CMOTPeTh Ha IepeBo, Ha KOTOPOe Thl He MOXKeITh B300paThcs. X0Ts
3TO0 OBIJT COBET M1 MJIEMSTHHUIIEI, OH 3BY4asl JOBOJILHO pe3Ko. JIuio XepueTTs mokpacHeso. 2Kenynok
CXKaJics, KOTJla OHa IIOCMOTpeJia TEeTKe B I'/la3a. - TeTyllIKa, U KOro ke MHe UMeTh B Bufy? Capa
Yan4a, HEBEICOKOTO U 3aypsapHoro? Wnu 6apoHa MapiioHa, KOTOPEIY Ha TPUALIATE JIET CTaplle MeHs?
Crpocumna XepueTTa, MOBBIIIAas r0I0C. - ECM TH pelniib, YTO X0UYellb 3TOTO BCEM CepAleM, pa3Be
CMOXKeIlb OCTaHOBUTD ce6s1? Eciu ma, MOXKelllb JIX Thl JeHCTBUTENIBHO CKa3aTh, YTO 3TO a0COIIOTHAS
npaBaa? - XepueTTa... - [0BOpAT, maXke HE CMOTPH Ha JepeBO, Ha KOTOPOe He MOXKEeIh B300paThCs?
Ho pa3Be He yTBEPXKAAIOT, YTO C OOJIBIIUMHU YCTPEMIIEHUSIMU MOXKHO OOCTUTHYThH CBOUX IIeJIei?
MeuTaTh U CTPEeMUTHLCS He 00513aTeIbHO CIIPAIINBaTh Ybe-TO pa3pelleHue, He Tak au? - ... JIumuan
CMOTpeJia Ha CBOIO OTBAXKHYIO IIJIEMSIHHUITY, OTKPBITO BhIPAzKaIOIIyI0 CBOM I'HEB, Kak OyOTO
IIOCTYIUIU HecnpaBeninBo. OHa AyMarla, 4YTO MaTh U J04Yb He MMOX0XKHU, HO TeIeph, YBUAEB 9TO,
IIOHSJIa, 4TO XepreTTa TOYHO Takad Xe, Kak ee Myafliasa cectpa Po3a B MmonopocTtu. Po3a MeuTana
BHIMTHU 3aMyXK 3a IIPHHIIQ, HECMOTPS HU Ha 4T0. Ho ¢ BO3pacToM OHa 0CO3Hasla 3aKOHHI MUpa H, B
KOHIIe KOHIIOB, OTKa3asiachk OT Opaka ¢ 6eJHBIM BUKOHTOM M3 iepeBHU. C BOCIOMUHAHUSIMU O
npouioM JIunuaH OTBeTHIa CBOEH IJIeMSIHHUIE 00lee MATKHAM TOHOM. - XepUEeTTa, S IPOLIY
IIPOIIEHHUSI, €CJIU MOU CJIOBa NpUYUHUIU Tebe 607b. d ToXe xouy, YTOOH y TeOst OblIn GOMIbIINE



MeYTHl, ¥ UICKPEHHE XKeJlalo, YTOOH! ThI IOCTUTIIA OOJIbINEro, YTo Ob HU roBopuan apyrue. OHa
ToTJIafiuia XepUeTTy 10 ToJIoBe. - Kak TH CKa3aja, HUKTO He MOXKeT IIoMellaTh Te0e MedTaTh U
cTpeMuThes. Ho, K coxkaneHuio, B 9TOM MUPe eCThb Bellld, KOTOPhle HEBO3MOXKHBI, KaKue OBl YCUIIUS
THI HY TIPUKJIafbIBajia, ¥ €CTh BEIH, KOTOPHIX THl HE MOXKEIb UMETE. - ... THl UMeelllb B BUIy capa
OpBuHa? Crpocusna XepueTTa C IedaabHBIMU I'JIa3aMu. JIuinaH KUBHYA.
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