— Taxk TH He ymep?

Cenrepyc, ¢ koTopoii CyHr MuH CBg3aJICs CIIyCTs OecCdTh JIET, OTpearupoBajia UMEHHO Tak, KakK OH U
npepgmnosnaraja. OH MOCMOTPEN Ha Hee ¥ HEeJIOBKO YIBIOHYICS:

— Her.

[Tockomeky Cenrepyc BecbMa II000NBITHASA TUYHOCT, CyH MUH cpa3y pacckasal, YTO C HUM
npou3oiino. HeBus 06 aToM He 3HaJ, I03TOMY TOXKe C JII0OOIBITCTBOM CIIyIIas ero pacckas. Kak
TONBKO Cenrepyc yciblliasa IIpo IeyaTh, OHa IOKHYJIa S3bIKOM U II0MOTaJjla T'0JI0BOH.

— Hy B cCaMOM fefne... I MHOT0 KOro IIOBCTpEYalla U MHOI'O Yero Imepezxuia, Ho TeOsT MHE TOYHO He
IMEePEeIIIOHYTh.

— 4 ToXe Tak CUUTAIo.

— A eme TH CTasl Ky[a Harjee, 4eM IIpPY Halllel [IepBOM BCTpeyYe.

U c atumu cnoBamu CyH MuH B KaKOHU-TO CTETIEHU TOXKe OBIT COTJIaceH.

— Kaxk Brl moxuBaere?

— ITa Bce xopotro. bnaromapst Tebe cTana Y4eHUKOM T'JIaBbl CEMbH, II09TOMY... @ THI 3@ 3TUM CO MHOI
CBsI3asca?

— Hy...

— Heyxenu THL...

Cenrepyc IIOCMOTPEJIa Ha OTCYTCTBHE KOIIbs B €TI0 PYKaX U, Y6eJII/IBI.HI/ICB B CBOEM IIPENIIOJIOKEHUH,
3aApozxKaljia.

— 4 ounyrncs, a ero He OBITIO.

— Boxe... — Cenrepyc 3akphija CBOE JIULO ABYMS PYKaMH.

Ha 9T0 KOIIb€ OHa He moxkaJsiena KocTel 1 3y00B JpakoHa, ¥ €Tr0 KOBaJl Ty4dIIui MacTep OBopdoB. ITo
OBLIO OecIleHHOe KOIILE.

— Kaxk... KaK Thl yMyOPHUJICA IIOTEPATH €ro?



— He 3Ha0.

— 0-0x...

Cenrepyc 04eBHIHO XOTEIOCH BRIPYTAThCS, HO OHA B3si/ia ce0s B PyKH U, CHIeaB ITy0oKuii BIOX,
IIPOTJIOTHIA HENOBOJIbCTBA. B KOHIlE KOHIIOB, CyH MUH Beqb TOra caM IIPUHEC e MaTepHaslkl, ¥ OHa
He MOTJIa PyraThCsl Ha Hero. YTo MOXKHO CKa3aTh, €CJIM XO35TMH CaM IIOTEPSIJT CBOIO BEII[h?

— V¥ Bac cry4aiiHO He 0CTanoCch MaTepHasoB?

Korpa Cyn MuH nokupgan gepeBHI0 BOPGOB, OH UMel HEOCTOPOKHOCTh OTHaTh OcTaTKu Cenrepyc u
Ky3Helly MakkeHpopy. Torga oH ogyMmar, 4YTo OHU eMy O0Jibllle He IPUTOAATCS, BEOb Y HETO TEIeph
€CTb LeJIbI KOMIIJIEKT: JOCIIeXU U KOIIbe.

— Octamnocs, — npobyouuna Cenrepyc. — TBoe Te0 Kak-HUOYIb U3MEHHUIIOCH 3a AecsTh 1eT? Pocr,
HaIpyMep, Hy WIIK pa3Mep HOTH...

— Her.

— Ipyrue TpeboBaHUS €CTh?

— Hukakux.

— Kak ymo6Ho. Tak Tebe mpocTo Kommbe HyKHO, fla? JIagHo, IToCcTapaoch U Chesalo ellle aydlle, 4eM B
IIPOIIBIA pa3, — Iporosopuia Cenrepyc u pa3BepHyn1ach.

CBsi3b ellle He IIpepBaiace. Ona 110BO3HUIIaCh, IIOTPOXO0TaJId ¥ OJOCTaJla KOIIbe.

— Bor, ucnons3y# ero, noka TBoe He OymeT roroBo. OHO He MJIS TPOCTOTO YeJIoBeKa, TakK uTo Tebe
IIomoumerT.

Hesun npunsan konse y Cenrepyc u nepegain ero CyH Muny. ToT cierka nospaliiiail UM U KUBHYIL.

— Crmacubo.

Ha atom BBI30B 3akoHuusncsa. Cyn MuH paccuuTtasncsa ¢ HeBunom, © eMy 0CTaBajoCh TOJIBKO
ucuye3nyTh. Ho mapeHs He mpormai.

— OM... — Ha ero nulle MogBUIach HeOHpeHeHéHHOCTb.



OH HamaBHUII Ha BUCKH, a 3aTEM B 3aMelllaTeILCTBE IMOCMOTPEII Ha CYH MuHa.

— IlomoxpauTe MUHYT.

— Yto?

He ycnen Cyn MuH 3apmaTbCsl BOIIpOCOM, KakK HeBua Hayasio TpPSACTU. 3agpozKalio U IPOCTPaHCTBO, U
TeMHas HO4b, CIlacajl OT KOTOPOU TOJIBKO OTOHb, HayaJja noriomats ero. CosceM ckopo nepen CyH
MuHoM cTtosin yxke He Hesuin. OH BIepBble BUAEN Ilepef CO00M 3TOr0 YejloBeKa B Y4EPHOU MaHTUH.

Crom, yenoBeka? HetT. OT MyXK4YuHE Iepel HUM UCXOOUJIa KaKasi-TO HEIOHATHAs, oracHas aypa. CyH
MuH gaxe He ObIJI yBEPEH, UTO 3TO KHUBOE CymlecTBO. OH He UCIBIThIBA HUYETO TAKOro flaxke Koraa
CTONKHYJICS C HEXKUTHIO.

— [TpusTHO MO3HAKOMUTLCS, — BEXKJIMBO IIPOMU3HEC TOJI0C U3-TI0M KAIIoIIoHa. — MeHs 30ByT Jlamac.
4 ynpasnsio Opebpucom.

— YewMm 0053aH?..

B Cyn MuHe npoCHY0Ch JTI000MBITCTBO. OT 3TOT0 MYXKYUHbLI HE MCXOIUIIO HUKAKO BpaXkaeOHOCTH,
HO U [PYXKeJ00HOCTh OH He MIPOSBIIATL.

— l'ocniopgus JIlu Cyr MuH, — Havan Jlamnac, — Bel npowny ucneiTaHue borvuHy U, OIy4uB
peKoMeHaanuio MyIH, cTanu 4jaeHoM Jpedpuca.

CyH MuH He oTBevasl. ITo GBITIO y2Ke OUeHb MaBHO.

— Ha camowm pgerne, st HECKOIBKO pa3 gyMajl 0 TOM, YTOOBI HCKITIOYUTE Bac.

— 3a 4To?..

— 4 gyman, yto Bel [Toxxupatens, — Jlamac noxarsn mjie4yaMu.

Cyr MuH HaxMypuncs. Eciu 3agymatscs, To My, Terup u Ocrna yxke gaBHO 06 aToMm 3Hanu. Ho
II04YeMy e TOI[la OHU TaK XOPOLIO K HeMy OTHOCHJIACH?

Ecnu Beputs cnosam [loxupaTens, TO TaKue IIPEBOCXOHEBIE CyIeCTBa Kak My ¥ TeHup OOIKHEIL
IPUHATE Cyab0y U KOHell cBeTa. Ho TeMHEBIN AyX 0TKa3aJiCs OT 3TOTO0, U CJIeloM 3a HUM II0CJIel0BaJiu
My ¢ Terupowm.

— Ho s momyMmar, 4To Hy:KHO ImoHa0mofaTh 3a Bamu. Celiyac st mOHMMA0, YTO IPUHS IIPaBUIbHOE



petienue. Bel mpoOyounuck [ToxxupaTeneM, HO CMOTJIH OCBOOOTUTLCS OT 3TOM CYIbOHI.

TemHBIN OyX co3ma fiBe O0mbllre IepeMeHHbIe, CUIbHO TTOBIUSBIINNE Ha X0f coObThit: CyH MuH u
Bu [Ixu XtoH. OH 3acTaBuil CyH MuHa BEpHYTHCS B IPOLITIOE, COCPEIOTOYMB Ha HEM BHUMaHUeE
cynpOsl. [Tpu 3TOM eMy OBIIO CyKOeHO OUHYThCA [ToxKupaTeneM, HO IapasjiebHO IOSBIISINCE U
HOBBIEe IlepeMeHHble. OH MTOTy4n1 4YepHoe cepaue, cuiny B Opmype u oT dH Wb Yona. Ocna cka3ana,
yTO 671ar0CKJIOHHA K HeMy, HO CyH MUH [0 CHX IIOp TOYHO He 3HAJI, YTO 3TO 3HAYUT. TO Ik OHA
6rmarockioHHa K IToxupaTento, To 1 K HeMy camoMy. [1a u Te ke Ocya ¢ MyIIu TOBOPHUIM EMY O
IPEeICTOSIIIIEM BEIOOPE.

«Ocrna 3aHs/1a HEUTPaIbHYI0 MTO3UIUI0».

[ToBemenue Ocybl U3MEHUIIOCH COTIaCHO BeIOpaHHOMY CyH MuHOM myTu. OH peuIun He CTaHOBUTHCS
KOHIIOM, 103ToMy OcJia Hajioxuia Ha Hero OJIOKMUPOBKY, KOTOpas II03BOJIUTIa eMy OYHYThCS
[ToxxupaTeneM Kak MOXKHO I103XKe.

— Yro Takoe Ipebpuc? — cupocun CyH MuH, CMOTpS IpsiMo Ha Jlamaca.

ToT Bce ellle myMan 0 TOM, YTO MTOCTYIIXII IPAaBUIIBHO, pemuB moHabmogaTs 3a Cyn MuHoM. Ecnu Ow
OH B KOHEYHOM CUeTe NedCTBUTEILHO cTajl [loxXuparTenaeM, TO ero BRG0P OB OBl OUTHOOYHBIM.
3HaAYUT, TUIbAUS Ipebpuc He XKejana TPUOIUKEHUS KOHIIA.

— HeckomnbKO CTONETH Ha3ag OPaKOHEI ITOJTHOCTHIO ITPOIIAJIK M3 3TOI0 MHPA.

Cyn MuH yKe ogHaxXIH cupammBan y HeBuna o ToM, uTo npepncrasnseT u3 cedst Ipedbpuc. Torga ToT
OTBETHUJI, YTO HE MOXKET 3TOr0 CKa3aTh.

— J:[paKOHBI OBLIH MYyIOPBEIMU ¥ BEJINYECTBEHHBIMU CYIIECTBAMU. Oun Y3HaAJI1, 9TO SABJIAIOTCA YaCThIO
Hen30eKHOT0 KOHIIa ¥ TO, YTO HUKaKMMHU YCUIIUAMU UM HE YOACTCA USMEHUTH 3TY Cy;E[I:Gy.

«Mynprle ¥ BenudecTBeHHbIe? Hy U uylib», — npoOyOoHuI X0axKy.

Cyn MuH pemus oKa 4To IPOUTHOPUPOBATE €r0.

— B utore gpakoHHI BCe BMECTe PEeLIUJIA IOKUHYTh MUD.

CyH Mus 3Han oty ucropuio. OH yxe civlan e€ oT YepHoro [IpakoHa.

— XOTsI OpaKOHHI ¥ TIOKWHYJIH HAC, OHU He CMOTJIH OpocuTh Jpuio. OHU 3HATM MHOTO€. 3HAJIU YETHIPE
IIPUHIINIIA, Ha KOTOPHIX NEPKUTCS MUP, U YTO Oy[IeT, eClii OH JOCTUTHET CBoew 1eu. Hair mup
IIOBTOPSIET CBOE CYIIECTBOBaHUE YK€ HECKOJIBKO Pas3.



— W uTo?

— JIpakoHH CTapaauch U3MeHUTH cyab0y Opuu. [ToaToMy, Ipexae 4eM NOKUHYTh €€, OHU OCTaBUIIX
3eCh MOIIIHYI0 Maru4ecKyio CUCTEMY. ITO U eCTb Ipedpuc.

YneHaMHU TUIbAUYM MOTJIM CTATh TOJIBKO JIIOAM, 00J1afiaiolye JOCTaTOYHEIMU Ka4yeCTBAMHU, YTOOR
CTaTh IEPEMEHHBIMU, KOTOPHIE TIOBNIUSIOT Ha CyOn0y.

— INousTHO, — CyH MUH KUBHYIL.

PanbIrte oH OBl HUUETO U3 3TOT0 He MOHSJI, HO Tellepb BCE NHade. Dpebpuc NEITaeTCs U3MEHUTD
cynn0y, 4TOOE 0CBOGOAUTE MUP OT KOoHIA. [TosaToMmy CyH MuHY U yoanoch CTaTh YI€HOM STOH
TUJIbIUN.

— [Touemy Brl npumnu croga?

— Bgl... — Jlannac 3amMon4ai. — Bl ObIIM 719 HAC caMoii 00JIbIIO0M 3aragkoi. Mbl 3afyMbIBaJIUCh O
TOM, YTO Ballle 4JIeHCTBO MOXKeT IPUONMU3UTh KOHEII, HO BCe XK€ MBIl BEPUJIM PeKOMeHOaluu MyIu.

Mywu 31ana, keM asisancsa CyH Mus.

— W Hama Bepa omnpaBganacs. ['ociogus JIu Cyn MuH, Bam yganochk 0ocBOOOIUTHCS OT HEU30E€KHOU
cynbOn! [ToKMpaTens ¥ CTaTh HE3aBUCUMEBIM OT CYIbOBI B IPUHIUIIE. £ PEILInsT BCTPETUTHCS, IIOTOMY
YTO MBI XOTHM IIOAEIUTHCS C BaMu Koe-Kakou MH(pOpMaIren.

— Hanpuwmep?

— 9T0 KacaeTtcsa Majnenbkoro [InaBoa.

Ycnbimia 310, CyH MuH HaxMypui OPOBH.

— Yto BrI 0 Helt 3HaeTe?..

— Msoroe. OHa - KPyIIHAs IIEPEMEHHAA Ha IIYTH OCB060}KI[eHI/I${ MHpPa OT KOHIIA.

— ITouemy Bri roBopuTe MHE 06 3TOM?

— OnHa HaxomuTCs IOf 3alUTON TEMHOTO oyxa. MEI He MOXKEM OOBEPATE €My KU3-3a €ro
IIpenaTeyIbCTBa.



— A pasBe 5 He Ha X0pOLIeM CYETy Y Hero?

— Yt0? — ycneimas Bonipoc CyH MuHa, ria3a Jlamnnaca OKpyTJIUiIuCh.

OH KaKoe-To BpeMs IIPOCTO CMOTPEII Ha HET0, da 3aTEM IIOMOTaJI TOJIOBOA.

— HerT, Hruero nogo0HOrO.

9tuM oTBeToM CyH MUH IOOTBEPIUII CBOIO Teopuio. OH CMOT BOCCTAHOBUTHLCS He Oraromaps
671aroCI0BEHUI0 TEMHOTO [IyXa, a C IIOMOIILI0 YepHOTo cepana. OHO CITOCOOHO UCIEUTh He TOIBKO
¢dbu3ryecKue paHbl, HO ¥ BOCCTAaHOBUTH CO3HaHue. bnaromaps emy CyH MuH CMOT BCTPETUTHCS C
[ToxupareneM, yOUThL €ro ¥ BEPHYTHCS 00paTHO.

— BrI He crieyeTe HU 3a Kako# cyob00.

— Taxk gero Brl oT MeHst xoTute?

— Hwuyero oco6eHHOr0. MEI BCET0 JIMIIb XOTHM OCTAHOBHUTH KOHE€II.

«He 3Hal0, MHe KaXkKeTcCs, UTO 3TO He caMas IIpocTas Ipoch0a», — mobaBuil XomxKy.

— O ManeHbKOM [IbsIBOJIE HET HUKAKHUX CJIYXOB, HO MBI BCE Xe BBISICHHIIH, '€ OHa HaXOOUTCA.

— Oma... rge oua’?

— B nmogzemense. [Tepuogudyecku B MUpPe BO3HUKAIOT HOBHIE ITOJI3eMEeJIbsI, HO BCe OHUM HAXOMSTCS
MexXay Mupamiu. H... Korja HacTynaeT BpeMs KOHIIQ, II0O3eMeJIbsl PACKPHIBAIOTCS U MOSBISIOTCS
MOHCTPHI.

U cHOBa KOHell.

— Marnenbkuil [IbBO B ODMHOYKY XOOUT 110 TAKUM IIOA3eMeNIbIM U pa3pyllaeT UX, IpucBaruBasi cebe
HalIeHHYIO B HUX CUILY.

— Ho pa3sBe oHa He JenaeT pajid TOr0, YTOOE OCTAHOBUTH KOHEI]?

— Kak 5 u cka3aj... MBl He MOXKeM I0BEPATH el U3-3a TEMHOr0 Ayxa, — Jlamnac moMoTas rojI0BoU U
Havas Mepuartb. — M36eraiiTe BCTpe4n C TEMHBIM AyXoM. OH He MOXKET IMOKHUHYTh ropy XIOIKeJb,
TI09TOMY HU 3a 4YTO He XOUTe Tyna. Bel mepectanu OvITh [loKKpaTeneM u 0CBOOOOUINUCH OT CYAbOH,
HO €CJIA BCTPETUTE TEMHOT'0 AyXa... TO OH HaCHUJIbHO CMOXKET HaBsi3aTh BaM cynnby.



Jlannac npenynpenun CyH MuHa u uc4es, Kak 1 HeBur. [17151 HuX 0601xX OBbIIIO OIIACHO Pa3roBapuBaTh
00 3ToM. [laxke HECMOTPS Ha TO, UTO Dpedpuc - Maruyeckasi CUCTEMa, OCTaBJIEHHAasI ApaKOHAMHY,
CBSITOM ¥ TEMHBIM OyX HE MOTJIA He 3aMETHUTh BMeIlaTeIbCTRa.

«He BepuTh TEMHOMY AyXy?»

Ho MokHO 11 moBepsITh Ipedpucy?

BOHpOCOB CTaHOBHUJIOCH BCe Doriblile.
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