ABenb YyBCTBOBAJ, KaK OT HETO YXOIUT XKU3Hb, U OH yOemuscs, 4uTo Marus paboraet. OH HUA pa3y
paHbIIle e€ He UCII0Ib30BaJ, II03TOMY He ObIJT YBepeH, 3aKOHYUTCS JIU BCE YCIIEXOM UJTU ITPOBAJIOM.
Ho emy TO4HO ypmanoch nepeHa3HauuTh MeCTO, X Marusi Hayasa cBoe feso. be3 I'penic u moMoru
3aKJIMHATEILHUIEL eMy OBl 3TO He yOanock. BripoyeM, BCsl Ta IMOATOTOBKA, KOTOPYIO ImpoBes Kum
I:koH X€H mepeq UCIOJIb30BAHNEM CBUTKA B ['epMyfie, 1 OTPOMHOE KOTMYECTBO YOUTHIX JIIOHEN
TaKXKe ChIrpajii UM Ha PYKYy.

Bo B3opBaBuemcs cBeTe IIpay Bunena To, 4ero He MOT yBULETh ABellb. [1eCATKYU THICAY OYII
OKpYy2KaJli eTo U IIJlaBajIi B BO3[yXe, OTYasIHHO OapaxTasich. M3-3a 3TOr0 MpOoCTPaHCTBO CTaJIo
IIOOBUKHBIM, & KaXX[bl{ pa3, KoIrfa OfHa U3 OyIl pa3pyllanach, B HEM 00pa30BhIBaIach AbIpa.

— A! — IIpay nousina, noyemy Kum [I:xoH X€H yOUI CTONBKO JIIOfIel U He OTIPaBUII UX AYIIN KOPOJIIO
Maros, @ OCTaBUJI B TOPOJE.

«OHM HYKHHI EMY».

I7ns Toro, 4TOOBI CBSI3aTh DPUI0 C BEJIMKMM MaruieCcKuM MUPOM, HYKHBI IECATKU THICSY Ay, HO C
MHUPOM [IyXOB fefla 00cTosimy nHade. OHM B KaKOU-TO CTETIEeHHU yXKe OBIIM CBSI3aHbl, II09TOMY XBaTUT U
MEHBIIIETO KOTMYECTBa, YTOOH 3aBEPIIUTh COEAUHEHNE IBYX MUPOB.
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[TouyBcTBOBaB KonebaHus B mpocTpaHcTBe, KuMm [I:xoH XEéH 006epHYIICS, ¥ BOT TEMEPb Ha €ro0 JIUIe
0Tpa3mwIoCch HeCKPhIBaeMoe yauBieHre. CeroqHs ero MHOTOe YCIIeJIo Iopa3uTh, HO Teleph BCE, UTO
OBITIO IO 9TOTO MOMEHTa, Ka3aoCh He3HQUUTEIbHEIM.

— TlousTHO... — npousdnéc Kum J[I:koH X€EH.

OH cumTal, YTO COeJUHEHNEe MUPOB - eHUHCTBEHHBIN CII0CO6 OCTAHOBUTH KOHeI[ cBeTa. Ho uTo ecnu
He TOJIbKO OH MOXKET COeUHUTH ABa MUPa C IIOMOIIbI0 Maruu? YTo ecju eCcTh OPyroi crnoco6?

«BOT 4TO OHUM COOMPAIOTCS TPOBEPHYTh...»

— Xa-xXa, 51 CHOBa CTpafalo OT cBoero 6e3meicTBusl! — paccMmesicst oH, mocMoTpeB Ha CyH MuHa.

ToT, BeCb OKpPOBaBNIeHHHIH, CUIEN Ha paccTosHuu oT Kum [IxkoH X€Ha. [TepeBensi gbIxaHUE, OH
IIOCMOTpeEJT Ha mpoTuBHUKA. OH He MOHUMAJT IT0YeMy Tak BhIIIO. C caMoro Havasa oH OBII YBEepeH,
uyTo OH cunbHee KuMm [1xoH Xéna. CyH MuH IpOOBUHYJICS B CBOEM Pa3BUTUHU NIOCTIE CPaXKeHUS C



BnanepOM " aTaKOBaJl Mara TakK, 9YTO TOT HEe CMOI' OTBETUTh.

Ho 4gTto ceitgac? Kum [I:KoH X€H CMOT YBEpPHYThCS OT yOapa, B KOTophiii CyH MUH BII0XKHUIT BCE CHUIIHL.
Pa3ymeertcs, OH HaXOOUTCS celdac He B JIy4IIeM COCTOSIHUM U3-3a TOTO, YTO IIOTPATUII MHOTO CUJI Ha
6o ¢ BnagepoMm, HO maxke Tak CyH MUH He MOT TIOBEPUTH B TO, 4TO OH citabee Kum [I:KoH X€EHa.

— Tax BOT KakKoi elrie OblT Cr10c06. ABEIb... S faXKe IPEOIO0IOKUTh He MOT, YTO OH MOXKET
BOCIIONTb30BaThCs ['peiic, 4TOOB COBEPIIUTH MOO00HOE. 3HAYHUT, B UTOTE S IIPOUTPa.

Kuwm [Ixon Xen nopomren K Cyn Muny. Celiuac oH npuObIBaa B OTJINYHOM PACIOI0KEHUN TyXa.
[lyckaii ¥ BpeMeHHO, HO OH ellle Oosiblile NpUOIN3UICS K CUjiaM KOPOJIs Maros, a 61aronaps
cpaxeHuio ¢ Cys MUHOM OH CMOT IOTHATHCA ellle Bhie. Ero gaxe He oropdan TOT (pakKT, YTO CHTIBL
MCYE3HYT, KaK TOJIbKO Marus KOHYUTCS.

— Huyero He nomenaensb.

«ThI KaK?» — 00€CIIOKOEHHO CIIPOCUIT XOIXKY.

— HopMmaneHo, — efiBa CibIIHO 0TBeTUI CyH MuH.

M3-3a TOrO, YTO €r0 OTKUHYJIO Ha3afl, YaCTh ero KOCTEN CIIOMAJIMCh, @ BHYTPEHHOCTH Pa30pBaJIlCh.
Ho maxe Takue paHeHus OBICTPO 3aTSHYIUCh. YeM GOJbIe OH BOCCTAHABIUBAJICS, TEM MyTHEE
CTAHOBUJIOCH CO3HAHMUeE, a cepple 6unock 6eicTpee. OH OTAMYHO IOHKUMAJI, YTO MOCTOSTHHOE
BOCCTAQHOBJIEHUE He JIy4IIuM 00pa30M CKa3kIBAeTCsl Ha 6JIOKMPOBKE CUII.

— 3pecs s npourpai. Ho Hudero, BcE B mopsake. B mo6oM ciydae s MOTy nonpo6oBaTh CHOBa. 2Kaib
TOJIBKO, YTO 5 IIOTePsisT Bragepa u philapei cMepTu. BoT OBl TH 3aHSIT UX MECTO...

— Tet mpourpan, — CyH MuH, moIaThBasICh, BCTalI Ha HOTU. — M MBI n36aBUIN MUP OT KOHIIA
npyrum crioco0oM. ThI XKe TOXKe CIaccsl OT KOHIIAa CBeTa, He Tak Ju?

— W gt0? Yto MHe 9T0 gaet? XoTs... — Kum [I:koH XéH moyecan nogbopomok. — CtpanHo. He 3Hato,
C KaKUM MHPOM BBl COEOUHUIIN IPUI0, HO ITepeMeH mpaKTuyecku HeT. Ho Marus cpaborana, ma?

CyH MuH 4yBCTBOBaJ TO K€ CaMoe, U 3aflaBajiCsl TeM ke BollpocoM. Ho yuuThIBas TO, UTO OHM 00a
OILIYIIAKT 3TO, MOXKHO CKa3aTh, YTO ABeJlb ciipaBuiics. [logusaBmmiicsa Ha Horu CyH MuUH B34 KOIIbe
B pyku u mocmotpesn Ha Kum [1xoH XéEHa.

— Her, ctom. 4 He xo4y ceiidac OmsATh CpaxKaThCsa ¢ ToO0M, — cKa3an KuM [[:KoH XEH U OTCTYIIUI
Ha3af, cMescb. — MHe criepBa XO4ETCs TOYHO Y3HATh, YTO IPOU3OLLIIO.

Kuwm [IxoH XEH, MOTOBOPUB, TYT ke nporan. Cyn Mun Haxmypuics. OH He cel 00paTHO Ha 3eMJTI0, a



Opocuncs B ctopory ABens. Ceiidac B HauOoJIbIIIel 0TaCHOCTY HaXOOuics He OH, a ABenb ¢ [Ipay.
HaBepnsika Kum [I:xoH XEH 3aX04eT ¢ HUM pa3o0paThCs.
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— YT0 5T0?.. — ABeJIb 3aCTHII Ha MECTeE.

V3-3a TOrO, YTO Marus u3MeHunach, chepa paspymuaach. ABens OblJI yBEPEH, UTO Marus paboTaer.

«Ho 4T0 3T0?» — OH CMOTpPeEeII Ha TO, YTO IIPOUCXOOUT y HETO Iepen I''ia3aMHu.

ABenb COBEPIIEHHO TOYHO Ha3HAYMUJI KOHEYHOM TOUYKOM MUP AyXx0oB. OH II0KEepPTBOBAJI JKU3HBIO Pagu
MCIO0JIb30BaHus ['peiic, M03TOMY TOUHO HE MOT OLIMOUTHCS B KoopauHaTaX. OH HU pa3y He OB B
MUPE [YXO0B, HO JpHa B KaKOU-TO CTETIEHU yxXKe Obljla COeUHEeHa C HUM.

Bce 1o coBceM He Tak, Kak OH cebe 3To mpeacTapisii. Cad U IBeTOYHAS MOJITHA COEQUHUIIMCEH BO
YTO-TO OFHO, a II03a[H IIOSIBUJICS JOM.

— YTo 370 3a HOM? — uCHyraHHo cupocuna [Ipay.

He Tonmpko ABenb OB yAUBIIEH npoucxopsmeMy. CrtosgBmuil no3anu [Ipay Anagyp BEITSHYT TOJI0OBY U
CIIPOCHII:

— I'me gymm?

— MHe-To OTKy[a 3HaTh? — Pe3Ko oTBeTuna [Ipay.

ABenb 3ackpexkeTasn 3y0amMu u nogoiiesn 6nuxe K foMy. OH COBEPIIEHHO TOYHO COEIUHUI UX C
MHPOM [IyXOB, HO TIOSIBUJICSI BCETO OUH IOM.

«I'me gymm? U 4To 3TO 3a foM?»

OH ¢ cumou cxkan KyJlaK¥, YCTaBHBIINCH Ha OBEPb. E1lte HeMHOr0 ITOCTOSAB U C06paBIl[I/ICb C MEICJISIMY,
OH IIOTAHYJI Ha cebs PYYKYy. Hpe}Kue 4YeM OH YyCIIeJI OTKPBITE IBEPH, KTO-TO C HpOTHBOHOJ’IO)KHOI:I
CTOPOHEI IIOMOT EMY.



— A... — ABerib YAUBIIEHHO IIOCMOTPEJI Ha YeJIOBEKa 3a OBEPBhI0 M HIMPOKO PACKPEHIJI I'JIa3a.

Ha Hem ObUIM TOHKHE OYKH, a CaM OH CHMAEJ B MHBAJIMIHOM Kpecye. Cenbie BOJIOCH U MHOTO
BECHYIIEK.

— Bpar, nouemy?.. — cipocun ABeb.

3a OBepbhIO B MHBAJIUTHOM Kpecie cupen JHBUpyc. OH TOXe He BepUJI CBOMM Ijla3aM, HO BCe XKe
Oonbiie O youBieH ABenb. Hekorga o6afaBInmii OTPOMHBIMY CHIaMU KaWH CUJIBHO U3MEHUIICS, U
OT HETO He YYBCTBOBAJIOCH MMOUTH HUKAKOW Marudeckoy sHepruu. Ceriyac oH O0JIbIle HallOMUHAT
0OBIYHOTO CTapUKa. BUOKWMO, 3TO ¥ Ha3bIBAIOT «IIpemenom». Ho 4To ¢ ero Horamu?

ABenb U IOgyMaTh HE MOT, YTO BCTpeTUTCA 37echk ¢ KannoM. Ho oH Ovl1 paccTpoeH, yBuaeB G6paTa B
HACTOJIBKO JKAJTKOM TI0JI0KEHUH.

— ABenb?.. — mpoOOPMOTAJI CTAPHK, a IJla3a 3a ero 0YKaMU OKPYTJIUIIUCH.

3peHue yxe MOJBOMUIIO €T0, HO OH y3Has 6GpaTa 10 ToIocy.

— X03g91H? — U3-3a cnuHbl KarvHa nocCblacsa YOUBIEeHHBIN I0J10C.

W3 Kopumopa BhHIIET GaMUIbAP C KoIlaubuMu yinaMmu. OHa yBHMeNIa 3a IBePbio ABeJs U
ocrojibeHerna.

«YT0 37mech menaeT 4eJI0BEK?» — BMECTE C BCIUIBIBIINM B I'OJIOBE BOIIPOcoM PyGu GHICTPO MOAOIIIa 1
CXBaTUIIa PYYKHU MHBAIUAHOTO Kpecia Kauna.

— Brl moueMy OTKDBUIH ABEPH?..

—4d YCIIbIIAJI CTPAHHBIE 3BYKH CHAPYXKHU... — HpOGYGHI/IH KauH B 0TBeT.

Ero Teno 6w110 OPAXIIBIM, I'JIa3a IIOYTH He BUOEJIN U B HEM HE 0CTaJIOCh HU4Yero, KpoMme CTapoCTH.

«YT0 3T0?..» — ABENb MOKPUBUJICS.

HeT, ceiiuac 3T0 HeBaxKHO. ABEJIb IOMOTAJI T'OJIOBOH, ITOofmoIneN K KanHy 1 B35 €Tr0 3a PyKy.

— I'me MBI?

— Yro0?..



— I'me MEI, 4epT BO3bMU?! — 3aKpuya ABelb.

Py0u, HaXMypHUBIINCE, BCTala MeXAY ABeJIeM ¥ CBOUM XO3SHHOM.

— Kto Bui? [Touemy... HeT, KaK Bel npuinu niopa?

— 3aTKHUCH, {1 3[eCh 3aat0 BOIPOCHL. ['ie MBI? OTO MUP AYXO0B? f COBEPILIEHHO TOYHO BBOLHUII
KOOPAMHATEL MUpPa TyXOB!

— BepHo, 3T0 MUp [yX0B, — 0TBeTUJI KauH.

— Ho nyxoB... HeT.

YT0o-TO MOIUIO He TaK. ABejIb He XOTeJI 3TOT0 IPU3HABaTh, HO Y HETo OBIJIO IIJI0X0€ MTpeIdyyBCTBUE.

Iy He OBIJIO BUAHO. ITO MUP KOPOJIEBH IYXOB, MECTO, THe 06UTaeT OrPOMHOE KOJIMYeCTBO Ayl Tak
IOYeMy OHU He TOSIBUITHUCH?

— ABerib, He 3Hal0, YTO TH COOMpPAJICS COeaTh, HO KOOPAWHATEI MUPa [AYXOB U3MEHUNUCh. Koposesa
IyXOB co3fasia [iJis MeHsI 0co00e IIPOCTPAHCTBO Ha €T0 MeCTe, TaK Kak 5 He MOT XKUTh B MHPE TyXOB.

KM3-3a TOr0, YTO KOHTPAKT HA MaHe OB HapyieH, KauH 0Ka3aJics B CMEPTEIbHON OMMAaCHOCTH, U
KOPOJIeBa yXOB He MOTJIa TI03BOJIUTh €My YMepeTh U 3abpaa B OPyroi Mup.

— He Hecu yenyxy, — 3ampoxa ABeb.

OH moKepTBOBaJI CBOE KU3HBIO ¥ PAa3BEPHYJI Maruio, 4Tobsl, UCIONb3ys coOpaHHble KuMm [[:KoH
XéHoM gy, cBsI3aTh MUpPHL. Ho B ©TOre OH COEOUHUT DPUI0 COBCEM HE C MUD [YXOB, a C KAKUM-TO
HEe3aBUCHUMEIM IIDOCTPAHCTBOM, PacClojaraBIIMCS 10 TeM Xe KoopiuHaTaM. Koponesa qyxoB
co3fasa 3To MecTo crenuanbHo s Kauna, 4To0H yOepedb ero OT CMEPTH.

ABernb cxBatuics 3a ['peiic. OH 3HaJ, 4TO XKU3HEHHOU CUJIBEL y HETO IOYTH HE 0CTaBaJIoCh, HO €T0 3TO
He Oecrokousio. Pa3aBepHyB Maruio, OH TYT Xe CeJl Ha MecCTe.

«He n3MeHunach».

Cynp6a Opun He U3MeHHUach. E€ mo-mpexHeMy Kaajl KOHell.

— Kopornesa... — npo6y6uun ABenb. — Koposesa... KoposeBa ayxoB? [1030Bu eé ceituac xe!



— 3TO HEBO3MOXKHO, — HpOﬁOpMOTaH Kaun u IIPUKPBIJI IIOYTHU 9YTO HE BUOAIINWE I''Ta3ad. — Ona
HapyIInjia IpEBHEE OﬁeH.IaHI/Ie, Ha¥gs MeHs. 3-3a 9TOro oHa HaJoJro YCHYVIIa.

HacTonbko KoponeBa JyxoB xoTesa cnactu KavHa. OHa MOHKMMala, YTO el 'PO3UT HaKa3aHue, HO BCe
PABHO IIOIIJIAa Ha 3TO.

— Xa... Xxa-Xa-xa... — ABeJIb HEPBHO PaCCMEeSIICH.

OH He MOT" CKa3aTh HHU CJI0Ba, HE BePs IPOUCXOOAIIEMY. Yro 3a 6p6)1? On PaCKpPBUI Maruio, IIOTPaTUJl
Ha 3TO IIPAKTHYE€CKHU BCIO CBOIO 2KU3HE, C06I/Ipa$ICI: CIIaCTH SpI/IIO OT KOHIIa CBETaA...

— CBonoub, — ABenb C THEBOM B I'Ila3ax MOCMOTpen Ha KauHa.

OH CTOJIBKO BCETO CHeIas U ero 6ecuia CIOXKUBIIASCS CUTyalus. M3-3a KarHa Bce MOILIIO COBCEM He
no niany. He Oyzb ero, He pellld OH HapywmuTh o0elllaHue, KOpoJieBa AyX0B He BMelllaiiach OHl B iefia
3TOT0 MUpa ¥ He U3MeHU/Ia KOOPAWHATH MUpa AyXoB u3-3a KanHa, u Torga 661 ABEJIb IPEYCIIEN U
crac JpHIo OT KOHIla CBeTa.

— Xa-xa-xa! — 3a criuHOM ABens pa3facs CMeX.

Kum [I2k0oH X€H, BUCS B BO3[yXe [OBOJIbHO CMOTPEJ Ha IIPOUCXOsIIee, MOIIeIKUBas KOCTIIIKaMu
IIaJIblIEB.

ViHaue OBITH ¥ HE MOTJIO. ABeJIb ITPOBaUICS. TOJBKO BOT B OTJIMYKME OT HET'0, TOYHO TaK XKe
npoBanuBIuicsa Kum JIxoH XEH MOXKeT B TF000M MOMEHT Ha4yaTh 3aHOBO.

— Kak xke 3a6aBHo! KT0 ObI MOT mogyMaTh, 4To COObITHSI B OpMype IPUBENYT K TaKOMY UTOTY. Xa-Xa-
xa!

[Tog Kum [IxoH XéHoM Ha 3eMJyie cTosin CyH Mus. OH ciblan cka3aHHble KanHOM c10Ba U 3Ha,
noueMy Tak BHIUIO. OH mocMoTpen Ha PyOu, 3akphIBaloIIyi0 CBOMM TejioM ABesid. Ta mocMoTpena Ha
Hero B oTBeT. OHa He MOTJIa IOBEPUTh CBOUM I'1a3aM u CyH MuH, MMOHSB 3TO, HATSIHYTO yILIOHYIICS. B
TAKOM CUTYaIlMu OH He MOT yJIBIOHYThCS KCKPEHHE.

— 3HA4UT, TH CIIOKOMHO 000CHOBAJICA B MUpe Ayx0oB, — KuMm [1koH X€H yKa3an Ha KauHa, — a TH
obnaxasncs, — majel cMecTuics Ha Asenst. — Ho s mory nonpo6oBarts elne pas!

OH u TIpeCTaBUTh HE MOT, YTO BCce 00ePHETCS TaKUM BeCellbeM, M3-3a Yero I'POMKO pPacCMesiyics.
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