YTO-TO IOIIO HE TAK - YTOOHI IIOHSTh 9TO, YIIJIO HE TaK Y2K MHOI'O BpEMEHH.

X¥Mep y BXOOHI OBIIM JIUIIL CTPakaMu, U He OBITM eTUHCTBEHHON OMAaCHOCTLIO, YTO JXKajla X B 3TOM
non3eMense. [1o GakTy, OHM HMYTO TI0 CPABHEHMIO C TeM, YTO XKIaJio uxX Buepenu. Kak u
OOJNBIIMHCTBO CMepTei, cMepTh [IxkyH Uysa IPou30IIa 10 HeCUYACTIMBON CIIy4aiHOCTH.

Bo3MO0OXKHO, 3TO Jaxe K JIyquieMy,; nHa4de OHHU ObIIH OB He6pe}KHBI B I[aJ'[BHefIH.IeM.

Kpuky pa3HOCUIIMCH B KDOMEITHON TEMHOTE. Kak ¥ BCeBO3MOXKHEIE 3BYKHU T'POX0Ta, OPOOIEHUS U
paspyuienus. BoabIIUHCTBO 3BYKOB ObLTHA BBI3BAHK KPUKAMU, ¥ COITPOBOXKAAIMCH 3allaXOM KPOBH.
Haxe cBet, Oymb TO OT Maruu uiu akesna, He MOT OCBETUTD 3Ty ThMY.

“YepHBIN TyMaH” - 9TH CJI0OBa BHIKPUKHYJ BepH, mpexke yeM Marus Oblla akTUBUpOBaHa. CoH MuH
He 3HaJI, 4TO 3TO 3a «4YEepHHIU TyMaH» TaKou. BripodeM, Temeps 3Hal.

910 TyMaH... 6110KupoBan 3peHue. HanageHus MpOUCXOOUIN U3 TEMHOTEL. Ero 4yBCTBO HalpaBlieHUs
ObLJIO HAPYIIEHO, ¥ He OH He 3HAaJl MECTOIIOJIOKEHNE OCTaIbHBIX HaeMHUKOB. COH MUH YCIIOKOUJTT
IbIXaHUE U YCHUIIUJ XBAaTKY Ha KOIIbE.

OH npuBHIK K 00pallleHuIo C KombeM B TeMHOTe. [llecToe 4yBCTBO, HATPEHUPOBAHHOE Ha T'Ope,
TI03BOJISITIO €My [IBUTATLCS Jaxe B 3Tou cuTyaruu. OH pedeKTopHo n3bexkas HamageHus OT
MOHCTPOB, KOTOPEIM BEICKOYHMII M3 BHE 30HHI €I0 BUUMOCTH. BO3MOXKHO, HallalaBIIHH ObLIT
MOHCTPOM, XUMEPOH... UJIK, MOXKeT ObITh, HAeMHUKOM, KaK OH.

OH He MOT TI03BOJIUTH cebe MeIUTh B 3TOM CUTyalluy, Be[b HalafaBIIni, KTO OBl OH HU ORI,
HaMepeBaJcs ero youtb. XoTst OH He BUJIEN, 0 OIIYLIEHHUS, YTO IepedaIiuch eMy Yepe3 PyKH, OH
TIOHSIJT, YTO IMPOH3UJT IPOTUBHUKA HAaCKBO3b. Korma oH, rimy00KO B3JOXHYB, BHITAIIHI KOIILE, TO
TIOYYBCTBOBAJI, YTO YTO-TO KAYHYJIOCh U 3aTEM PYXHYJIO Ha 3€MJIIO.

OH pa3MaxuBa KOIbeM, yAapsi UM U YKIIOHSJICS 110 HECKOIBKO pa3, ¥ B KOHIIE KOHIIOB, CO
BCIIBIIIIKOM CBETA, ThMa UcYe3Ja.

[ToTpe6oBaNIOCh CIAUIIKOM MHOTO BPpeMeHH, YTOOB! pPa3BesTh TYMaH. bepH TsSXKeso [ObIIal, HO 3aTeM
HAXMYPHUJICS, TIOCMOTPEB Ha CIIeHY Iepel HUM. XOTSI OH HaJTOXKHUJI 3aKJIMHAHNE PACCeUBaHUS,
HAXOMsCh IO 3alUTOM Maru4eckKoro mmTa... 3pQeKT moaeicTBOBa yKe IOC/e TOTO, KaK 1ellb
TEMHOT'0 TyMaHa Obllla foCTUTHYTa. Ha 1momy Bansinuch Tpykl HAEMHUKOB M MOHCTPOB.

— CnumkoM MHOTO yiriep6a, - Mpou3Hec 310H.
XOTb OH U CKa3aJl 3TO, HU OH, HU ero rpyIila He IIOHeCa II0TEpb.
— J1OMKHBI TX MBI OTCTYIIUTD?

— M&I TOHECIH CIUIIKOM 60oJbliue moTepu, OyoeT BecbMa MPUCKOPOHO ceivac OTCTYIaTh, — I0XKaJl
myieyaMu 3WOH Ha BoIlpoc bepHa.

[Toru6mo yxe 6oee necsaTi HAEMHUKOB. M3-3a 4epHOT'0 TyMaHa BCe OCTaJIbHBIE I'PYIIIIHL, 3a
UCKJII0OYeHNeM HaeMHUKOB KOpOHEI, OBl YHUYTOXKEHEL. Terneps, BKIoYas rpynmy 3uoHa, bepHa u
Con MwuHa, 0CTaloCh BOCEMb HAEMHUKOB A-paHra, ¥ ONVH He3aBUCUMHY HaeMHUK A-paHra TeHr Mu
Cyk.

— d-4...



Teur Mu Cy'K, BaJIAACh Ha 3€eMJie, 3auKallaChb OT yXKaca. Ee cepAle He BEIIEP2KaJIo y2Kaca 3TOTro
MHITOEHTa. XOTS 3eMJIS IOf Hel ObLna BJIAXKHOM, HUKTO He CMesIJICS Haf Hel.

— ... Ecu BHI He yBepeH B CBOMX CHJIaX, MOXKeTe BepHYThCs, — oOpaTuiics bepr kK Tenr Mu Cyk. —
Ho MBI He MOXKeM MOHTH ¢ BaMu. He3aBUCUMO OT TOTO, TIOWAETE B BIIepen Uiu yoexure... Y Hac HET
TAKOW POCKOIIY, YTOOHI 3alIUTUTE Bac.

— Vrx.

Mu Cyk mpoxana. OHa crabo mpuUnogHsiia royoBy, YTOOk IIOCMOTPETh 3a CuHY. I1yTh OB 3aI0JTHEH
TPyIaMu MOHCTPOB, @ BXO[I B ITellepy He Obin BumeH. OHU yKe 3alllIN CJIUIIKOM JaseKo. XOTsS OHU
yOuIM BCeX MOHCTPOB Ha CBOEM IyTH Clofa, OymeT Jiu IMyTh Ha3aj AeHCTBUTEIbHO 0e30MacCHEIM?

HeMmHoro nokone6aBIuCh, OHa, MOMIATHBASCH, BCTaa.
— 4-4 moiipmy c BaMHU.

HukTo He cTan ee ocTaHaBnuBaTh. CuTyamus Oblta He u3 nyummx. Con Mun npukycun ryoy. bonee
[eCsITU HaeMHUKOB y2Ke TOorubiu, ¥ HaBepHSKa X035K1H I0A3eMebsi 000CHOBAJICS TOe-TO TITy00KO
BHYTpHU.

Bce npoucxoauno abCco0OTHO He Tak, KaK B IPOLION XKU3HU. B oLk pa3 moTepH Cpenu
PeiIoBoi TPyMIEl ObUIM MEHUMAIBbHEL. [log3eMenbe Torga yxKe OBIIO MYCTHIM, ¥ XOTSI OHU
HATHIKAJIUCh Ha HECKOJIbKO Marn4ecKuX JIOBYIIEK, CMEPTEIbHBIX Cpefy Hux He Oblto. [IpoBeneHue
peiifa Oosblile TOXOAXIIO Ha orpabjieHne MyCToro oMa, @ Maru4ecKril Jocmex ObII.

Marudeckuii nocmex ObLI...?
“MuHYTKY.”

OH IOHSJT, YTO TYT 4YTO-TO OBIJIO He TakK. Koe-4To, Y4eMy OH paHbllle He NTpuAaBal 3HaueHus. Korma
OHY IIpUOBLIY B OJ3€eMeJibe B IIPOLUILIHM pa3, TEMHOT0 Mara yxe He 0bU10. Torga noueMy TyT
0CTaJIOCh MHOTO Pa3JUYHEIX apTedakToB, BKI0Uas Marndeckuii gocnex? Ecnu norudecku
paccynouTh, pa3Be He [OJKeH ObI TEMHBINM Mar IPUXBATUTh BCe 9TH apTedaKThl ¢ co60M, Koraa
IIOKUHYJI I0f3eMellbe, HeT?

B 3TOoM He ObIJIO CMBICTIa. B 9TOM BpeMeHHOM IPOMEXYTKe Iof3eMesibe 00HaPYyKUIN Ha TPU Mecsilia
paHbllle, ¥ IOTOMY OHM 3aCTajiy Mara y ce0s B mop3eMenbe. [la. 9To LOMyCTUMO.

YTO0-TO CIIyYHIIOCH 3a 3TU TPU Mecsina? YTo-To HaCTOIBKO CPOYHOE, YTO Y Mara He OBIJI0O BDEMEHH,
yT0OH 3a0paTh apTedakTH... HeT, 3T0 mpoCcTo rumoTesa.

[Toka OH penaBajiCs COMHEHUSIM, BCs TPYIINA IPOMoJKalla MyTh Briy0b B mog3emenbe. [Tocie
YepPHOTO TyMaHa OBIIO ellle MHOTO Maru4ecKux JIOBYIIeK, HO, HAyYUBIIUCH Ha MPOIIIOM OmbiTe, BepH
CTOSIJI CTIEPENIM U 3apaHee PaccerBall JIOBYIIKU. M3-3a 3TOT0 CKOPOCTH MepeBUKEHUsT CHU3UIACh, HO
9T0 masio CoH MuHY MOCTAaTOYHO BPpeMeHH, YTOOL COOPATHCS C MEICIISIMH.

OH He MOT NIPUAYMAaTh IPUYKHY, 10 KOTOPOM Mary MPHUIUIOCh OB 0CTaBUTh apTedakThl. CUTyarus,
KOTOpas BEHeT K 9TOMY... CUTyallsl, IIPX KOTOPOU Mary IPUIIOCH CIIEIIHO YUTU. PerioBasa rpynmna?
HeyxXenu TeMHBIH Mar pemm co6exaTh, HexKeJll BCTPETUTHCS JIUI[OM K JIUIY C PeHI0BOM TPYyIIIIOoi?
Hert, oH He gyMas, 4TO 3TO BEpPHLIM OTBET. B KOHIIe KOHIIOB, IIPOIIas Tpynna Owljla HaMHOTO ciabee
HBIHEIIHEeH.



Torma Mry yb6exarn 1mo gpyrou npuuune? Wnmu...
— O ueM TH AyMaelib?

ToT, KTO 0OpaTuscs K Hemy ¢ BorpocoM, Obis1 3uoH. CoH MUH B3IPOTHY U IIOCMOTPEIT Ha HETO.
[TpupaB cebe paBHOAYIIHLIM BUf, CoH MUH IMOKa4as rojoBOM.

— ... Hu o0 ueM TakoMm.

— He moxoxke, 4TO THl HEPBHUYAEIIh., — HEIOIT0 MoHa0MomaB 3a peakiuer Con MuHa, 310H
paccmesncsa. — M He moxoxke, YTO TeOsI Tep3aeT YyBCTBO BUHHL.

—... JTO 3a 4To enie?
— Pa3Be ThI He YOUI CBOUX COIO3HUKOB?

3uoH yxmbinsics. ['maza ConH MuH OBICTPO OCTBITH OT 3TUX CJIOB. YOUI COI03HUKOB - COH MUH He
HY2KHO OBIJIO TyMaTh O TOM, YTO 3TO 3HauuiI0. Korga TymMaH paccesinicsi, Ha TelaX HEKOTOPhIX
HAaeMHUKOB BUIHEIUCDH OBIPH, HAHECEHHBIE KOILEM.

— A He CIHIIKOM JIX BH 3JI0PAfHBI? — CMOTPS Ha 3MO0HA, OTBETUII BortpocoM CoH MuH.

Benp peiicTBUs 3MOH He OTJIMYAJIUCE OT €r0 NeUCTBUU. bUTBa B 4epHOM TyMaHe - HaeMHUKU
Hallafiaiyd OpyT Ha gpyra, AyMas, 4TO aTaKyloT MOHCTPOB, U Oosee ciabble cpeny HUX orubasny B
mpotiecce. 3U0H TOXKe M0JIKeH OblT yOUTh HECKOJIbKUX.

— J10OBOJIBHO PaBHOAYIIIHO, 3X... UJIX THl IIPUTBOPSEIILCI?
— IIymaio, 9TO HAMHOTO JIy4Ille, YeM OBITh UCITyTaHHBIM.

— Trl MHE OYeHb HPABUIILCS, — 3WOH yIHI0asCh, IEMOHCTPUPOBAJ CBou 3y0Orl. — Temeps, Bums Te0s
Ha feJie, Thl MHE HPaBUIIbCS OOJIbIIIE.

CKa3zas 9T0, OH IPOIIeJlI MUMO HEero. YCbIllaB CTOJIb CTpaHHble peur, COH MUH CBEPKHYJI B3TJIAA0M
Ha CIIMHY 3MOHA, HO HUYero He oTBeTus. Celyac IPUOPUTETHOM 3afayued ObIJIO IIPOUTH TTOA3EMEIThe
1 yOUTh TEMHOT'O Mara.

Ha mytu xuMep 0Gosibliie He MOSBIISIOCh. U Tocie oqHOTO MOMEHTA, MarudeckKue JIOBYIIKY ITepecTatu
aKTHBUPOBATHCS. ITO IBHO OBIJIO CTPAHHO.

— HeyXenu MOHCTPH U JIOBYLIKY HYKHBI OBLIH JIUIIB AJIST TOTO, YTOOH! 3afilepkKaTh Hac? —
npo0opMOTasl ONUH U3 HAEMHUKOB S- paHTa.

3By4asio BeCbMa IIpaBaonogo0H0. BHUTrpaTh [OCTATOYHO BPpeMeHH, YTOOH cOeKaTh - TEMHBIHM Mar
MOT OTKa3aThCsl OT COTIPOTHBIIEHUS U, BEPOSITHO, yiesn. OcTanbHEle HAEMHUKY COTJIaCHO 3aKHBaJlH,
HO bepH u 3uoH ObUIH He coryacHel, COH MuH Toxe.

VI3BUTUCTHIM MTYTh BeJI TOA 3eMJII0. XOTS JIECTHHUIIEL He ObIJI0, BCe 3HAIM, YTO OHU UAYT «BHU3». Paken
He MepIian B 0e3BeTPEHHBIX Heipax meulepsl. JIUIh TeHH IBUTATKUCh TapajiebHo HaeMHuKaM. He
OBLIIO HM MOHCTPOB, HM JIOBYIIEK. TaM Jaxe He IaxJI0 KPOBLIO U TPYIIaMHU.

THULIMHA yKAaCHO pa3gpazKalia U myraja. Beuto Ol Jydiile, eciti OBl YTO-TO TOSBUIOCH MIIH CITyYUIIOCH
- OOWH U3 HAEMHUKOB HavaJl HaleBaTh. XOTS MeJI OH U3 PYK BOH IJIOX0, HUKTO HE MMPOCHUI eT0
3aTKHYTHCA.



Yknou ImepeTeK B POBHYIO IIOBEPXHOCTH. Korga onu BcTamu mepen 00JIBIIIOM 3aKpBITOﬁ OBEPEIO,
IIeHue IMMpeKpaTuiioCh. 3H1O0H, 00 3TOTO MOJTYaBIIIHN, B3TJIAHYJI Ha BepHa.

— OTO 4TO, JIOBYIIIKa?

BepH, He 0TBETUB, 3aKPHUI r1a3a. OH clierka B3MaxHYJ TOCOXOM, YTOOBI TPUMEHUTH MAruio
oOHapyXKeHUS.

— Her, 3T0 IpoCTO fABEPE.

— 4 OBI X0TEJ, YTOOKI 3TO YK€ KOHUUIIOCE.

— 4 He omIyIao TyT HUYLETO MMPUCYTCTBUS, — MP0o6OPMOTan 3M0H, IIOAXOMS K IBEPH.
— 4 maxe He X049y CMOTPETH Ha Iellephbl KaKoe-TO BpeMsi.

[IBepb OTKPHLIACS.

3a OBepbhIo IIPOCTUPAJICS KOPUAOP C GOJBIINM KOBPOM Ha Iojy. Ha yuIio Bce Mpu3HaKu TOTO, YTO KTO-
TO TYT JXKWJI. 3MOH B3TJISHYJ B KOPUIOP U IPOU3HEC:

— TyT HUKOrO HeT.
— Xopotiio.

BepH B3MaxHys mocoxoM. [1o Kopupopy mpoHecach mMupoKoMaciiTabHas Marus ooHapyxkeHus. OHO
HUYeTro He BHIABUIO. He OBII0O HUKaKUX JIOBYIIEK, UM KaKuxX Iu00 ABUKeHulN. bepH HaxMypuics.

— Ou peticTBUTeNbHO cOexan? [louemy?

— Hy, nonxkHo OBITE, IPEOCTOSIEEe CTOIKHOBEHKE C HAMU BHIHYOUJIO €70 OTCTYIIUTh. Y HAC TYT fiBa
HaeMHHKa SS-paHra, ¥ HECKOJIbKO HEBPEIUMEIX S-paHra.

3UO0H MIPEIOIOKHUI, UTO Mar MCIyrancs ux. B kopumope 05110 MHOTO gBepei. COH MUH OIIyTHII, KaK
€ero cepptie 3abunoch OLICTPEE.

9T0 TO MecTo. OH BCIIOMHMJI CJI0BA HAeMHUKa, KOTOPBIN 110 IbSTHU pacCKa3biBal KakK U IZie Halles
nocmexu. Kopugop ¢ KoBpoM. KapTuHa Ha cTeHe. [IBEph PSAOM C HEH, a BHYTPH...

— B raxoM cnydae, faBaiTe U3YYUM 3TO MECTO.

X0Ts1 OHH BCe ellle COXpaHsIu OOUTETbHOCTY U HepBHUYAJHU, ¥ bepH mpeaynpexaan ux ObTh
HACTOPOXKe, 3MOH U ero rpymnmna He ciymianyu ero. OHK yKe OTKPHIBAJIU IBEPU U 3aTJISIbIBAIA BHYTPb.
OuryiieHre IPUCYTCTBUSA Mara He Ob110. M faXe Marusg Hu4ero He oO0HapyKuia. 9TO MecTo OBIIIO
0e30macHBIM - BCE 3TO NMPUHSIN Kak (aKT.

Con MuH crmokoitHo men Buepen. Tenr Mu Cyk, KoTopasi BECh ITyTh ApoxkKaa OT CTpaxa, mobexarna
10 KOPUOOPY U OTKPHBLIa OBEPH, 10 KOTOPBIX OCTaIbHEIE ellle He AOIIIN.

OH m1en Brepen Mo Kopugopy. Passe 3T0 GbIJI0 HE CIUIIKOM IIPOCTO? ITO, HOMXKHO OBITH, JTIOBYILKA.
9T0 momKHO OBITH JOBYIIKOM. HeT, maxke eciiy OH 3HAJI, YTO 9TO JIOBYIIKA...

CoH MuH oTKpHII ABEPD. [I0CKOMBKY OCTalbHBEIE PHIJIACH B APYTUX KOMHATAX, X HE BOJTHOBAJIO, YeM
3aHuMajicsa Con MuH. [Jaxe 310H, KOTOPOT'O OH OIacascs O0bIlle OCTaIbHBIX, 3AHUMAJICS TEM XKe



CaMBIM.

Komuara Obisia moxozKa Ha i000u apyroii kabuHeT. CoH MuH mogotien K IoJiKe, Tie ObI0 I0JIHO
KHUT. B HUX He ObLII0 HUYEero HeoOLIYHOr0. 9TO caMble OOLIYHEIEe KHUTH, He Maruueckue. Con MuH
OTYASTHHO PHUICS y ce0s B MaMsITH, II0Ka U3y4aJl MOJIKY.

Kpacuas kuwura.
HazBanue: «9ta Houb».

OH He 3HAJ 0 4YeM OHa. BeposiTHO, KaKoW-TO poMaH. B moboM ciiydae, He 3T0 ObIJIO TaK BaxkHO. Korma
OH BBITAILMJI KHUTY, TI0JIKA CABUHYNIach B 00K. OOHapyXKuach CKphiTas KOMHATa.

«9T0 0Ha?» — CoH MUH CIJIOTHYJ U BOIIET B Hee.
9710 OBLIO 371ECh.
Ha creHe Bucesa 4epHas KaK CMOJIb OPOHS.

Maruueckuil nocuex - JJeBHaK.
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