['me-To mecsATh AHEU CIYCTA IOCJe Yepedbl BUSUTOB 9TUX TAUHCTBEHHBIX KEHIIWH, B 3aMOK HaKOHeI]
BepHYJCS AJekc.

- C Bo3BpaiieHueM! MHI Kanu, KOTOa Thl BePHEIIbCS JOMOM!

- O, BceM cracu00, YTO BCTPETHUIM MEHS, - PHIIAPX U CIYTH, BCE BBICHIIAIKA BO JBOP, YTOORI
TIOITPUBETCTBOBATH AJIeKCa, KOTOPBIM ITPOeXajl Yepe3 BOPOTa 3aMKa Ha BEJTMKOJIETHOM O0eBOM KOHE.

OTO MOTOMY, UTO OH CHIH XO3siMHA, XOTsI O0/iee, BEPOSITHO, OH XOYeT BCEM IIPOIeMOHCTPHUPOBATE, UTO
XWB 3[0POB, BEPHYJICSI HEBpeOUMEIM. CyMis 110 peakKIuy BCEX JOMOYAMIeB ¥ MOMUYNHEHHEIX, MO
noOpomeTeNbHBIN BO3ITI00IEHHbIM 0YeHb IIOMYyIsSpeH.

4 xe Habmomana 3a BCeOOIMKUM 0XKHUBIIEHHEM, CTOSI HEMHOT'O B CTOPOHE.

Ha camoM [ienie, s TOKe XOTeJla MONOUTH K HeMY 1OOJIUKeE, HO... O4EBUIHO, YTO Te LIECTEPO XKEHIIUH
YTO TOXKE MPUCYTCTBOBAIM 371€Ch, YCTAaBUIUCh Ha Aylekca ¢ 000KaHHEeM, KaXkaas U3 HUX, KaXKeTcs,
IBITaIach MPHBIIeYh K cebe ero BHUMaHUe. f OB TOUHO He cMorja U 0/1M3K0 K HeMY 1ogo0paThCs.

FocmopuH MapKkrpad TozKe CTOSIJI ITepef BXOOOM U IIPUBETCTBOBAJI CBOET'O ChIHA, KOTOPHIM BEPHYJIICS
CIIyCTS IIOYTU MECSL JOMOU.

- C Bo3BpauenneM, Anekc. Bce mu mpoiino xopoio y Te6s1? - CIPOCUIT OH €eTO0.

Bce OBICTPO MPUTHUXIIH, TIO3TOMY BO ABOPE MOXKHO OBIZIO YETKO PACCIIBIIIATh 3BOHKUM I'0JIOC
Mapkrpada.

Bce nmu IIPOIIJIO XOPOIIIO...

OTOT BOIIPOC O3Hayall, BeIOpas i Ayekc cebe HEBECTY, 32 KOTOPOU OTIPABIISTICS B KOPOJIEBCKYIO
CTOJIHIIY.

... MeHs 60JTbHO KOJIbHYJIO B CEPAlle U TYT K€ BCe MPOIII0. BO3MOXKHO, MHE JIUIIE 3TO II0KA3aI0Ch.

- Ila, - Anekc roBOpuil 4eTKO, HO...

A? Pa3Be 3TO He BHITJISOUT HEMHOI'O CTPAHHO?

Ecnu 6v1 oH BEIGpan cebe KeHy, OH CKOpee BCero ckasasl Obl: «$1 IOIy4usI OTBET O COTJIaCUH OT
KaXXIOro U3 BEIOPaHHBIX MHOIO JIOMOB».

[Toka 51, HepBHUYAS, IIepeMUHAsIach, CTOS Ha CBOEM MecCTe, AJIeKC OTrJIsiies ABOP, YCTPEMUB CBOU



B3IrJisAd Ha MEH#, IIOKa 4 IEITaJIaCh CKPDOMHO CTOATE B T€HHU, 1 TPOMKO OKJIMKHYII:

- JIuzal!

...KT0? 47

9-3, IOMOXKAUTE, TIOYEMY BCE CMOTPSAT Ha MEeHS C TAaKUM CTPAHHBIM BhIpaXKeHueM Juiia!

[ToueMmy BHI BEITAJIKMBaeTe MEHS BIlepe[ HaBcTpeuy emy?!!

B MrHoBeHMe OKa MEHS BHITAIIWIN U3 TEHU JIECTHUIIL U TTOMIBEJIU K IIeHTPAbHOMY BXOMY, a S BCe 3TO
BpPEMSI TOJIHKO OIIEJIOMJIEHHO MOpraja U CMOoTpesia Ha AJekca.

OH MHe ynbIfasics, Tak e, KaK ¥ TOCIIOAWH MapKrpad, Ybio YILIOKY S OTMETHIa KpaeM ria3a... S
YyBCTBOBasa cebsi KaKOW-TO IMIPECTYIIHUIIeH, KOTOPYIO 3aTAlllAIIK Ha TIOMOCT [JIST Ka3HU.

9TO He YTO MHOE, KaK HaCTodIlad HYGHI/I‘-IHaH Ka3Hb.

- JIuza, 51 cky4an 1o Tebe! - oOpaTUIICS OH KO MHE.

-V¥x, o, 1106p0 I0KaioBaTh JOMOM, TOCIIOOUH AJEKC.... - Hadasa JiereTaTh 4.

- O, 51 meCTBUTENIBHO loMa! - OTBETHUJI OH C CHUSIOLIEH YIRIOKOM, 3aTeM AJIeKC IOHo1Ies, BCTaB
HaIIPOTUB MEHs, U TYT e OIYCTUJICA Ha KOJieHO. - CiymanTe Bce... 9 CMOT BCTPETUTD XKEHILIKHY, C
KOTOPOM X04y MPOBECTHU OCTATOK CBOEeM XKU3HU. [laxKe HET, 4 ellle pa3 0CO3HaJI 0OYapOBaHUe
JKEeHIIMHBI, KOTopas Bcerga Ovlaa psimoM co MHOU. 4...

- ...MMmm?

OcTaBuB B CTOPOHE ce6sI, HAXOJUBIIYIOCSI B COCTOSTHUM HEIIOHUMAHMUS, 5T TOYYBCTBOBAJIA MOJTYAJTABEIN
9HTY3Ha3M U MOAAEPKKY OKPYKAIOUIUX HAC JTI0JEH.

Bce CMOTPEJIX Ha MEHA CBEPKAIOIUMU I'la3aMHU... JaXKe T€ HIECTh JIegu, YTO CTOAIIN 9YTh IMOOOAJIb OT
Hac. [axe OHU IOOAIUCh BIepen, C yMUJIIEHUEM HaOmII00s 32 HAMH.

9, HeT, BBl XOTUTE, YTOOBEI MO€e Ceplle OCTaHOBUIIOCH?

XO0Tst pa3Be OHO y2Ke HE OCTAHOBHUJIOCH ceiyac?..

- ... JIu3a Kupm.



- A?!

- TToxkamny#icra, Oyab MOeM KeHOU ¥ [laBail BMeCTe 3alluilaTh 3eMJId JIumenbIiTeiHa.

- ... 1a? - pacTepsiHHO MTPOU3HECa 5.

- Vpa! - BEIKpUKHYIT KTO-TO IIHCKJISBEIM T'OJIOCOM K3 TOJIIEI, KTO-TO TYT K€ 3aCBUCTEJI, 00Ias
aTMocdepa HAMOITHUIACh BeCelbeM!

Jlromu BOKPYT MeHs IpebbIBau B BOCTOPre, HO 51 He IOCIIeBasia 3a UX OXKHMBJIEHHON peakiuel.

B KOHIIe KOHIIOB, S TEIIePh HEBECTA...

4 6yny xeHoit Anekca?!

- IToueMy 3TO ceriyac IPOKUCXOOUT CO MHOMU?! - mpo6opMoTana yOUBIEHHO .

- IToTomy uTO 51 MOOTIO TeOsI, - ATTeKC CMOTpEIT Ha MeHs, a s Cephe3HO0 YCTaBUIaCh HA €Tr0 TaKoe
IIpeKpacHoe JIUII0, 6e3yIepKHO KpacHes: 0T CMYIIEHHS.

[Toka Mos1 TF000BB TI0 OTHOIIEHUWIO K HEMY, KOTOPYIO S CIepKUBaja BCe 3TO BpeMsi, UCITyCKalla
PamoCTHHIE KPUKH, TOTPSICAasi CBOMMM BOIIIMK MOe CEep[lle, s BCe HUKAK He MOTJIa 0 KOHIla
TIOBEPUThH B TPOUCXOSIIEE.

Amnexc MeHs... TIOOUT?

3HAYUT S MOTY HafesThCs, YTO MHI OyeM BMecTe IpaBuTh rpadcTBoM JlupgenbiTein!?

- ...Tax THI MeHs JTIOOUIIIB?.. - CIPOCUJIA 51 €70 PACTEPSHHO.

- He Bepu1b? - Cipocus OH MeHS J1aCKOBO.

- 3TO KaKOM-TO POSBEITPHIII... - 5 IIO-IIPE2KHEMY l'[pe6I:>IBaJ'[a B PaCTEPAHHOCTH.

- ...JIu3a. Hy KaK TH gyMaelb s CMOT Obl YCTPOUTh TAKOW I'PAHAMO3HBIN PO3LITPHII? ¢ He X0uy Ha



TeOs OaBUTh, YTOORI YCIIBIIIATh OT TebOs1 cornacue. Mou YYBCTBa K TeOe HaCTOJIbKO CUJIbHEI, UTO 5T OB
cebe HHUKOT'IAd He IIPOCHJI, €CJIN PEIINJI TdK 3JI0 ITIOAIIYTUTE HAL TOOOH.

HO}KaJ'IYI;ICTa, He TOBOPHU TAaKHX OIIaCHBIX BeIlel C TaKUM CEPBE3HEIM JIMIIOM.

B To# XK13HM, Ka3anaoCh, YTO €r0 TAHYT Ha BEPEBKe K aJITapIo... OH TaMm Jaxe He IOSIBUJICS.

... Her, HO ceituac mmepeno MHOU He Anekc u3 [IepBou XKU3HU].

ToT rocrnoaud AneKc CUIbHO U3MEHUJICH, II0TEePAB OOBEPHE KO BCEM BOKDYT... HE TOJIBKO KO MHE...

AX, maxe eCJid B 9TO C TPYHAOM BEPUTHCS, MOTYT JIX 3TO OBITh HCTUHHBEIE HaMEpPeHUs TOCIOfNHA
Anekca?..

- ...Anexc, TH IeHCTBUTEILHO MEHS JIIOOUIIE?. .

- Ax, s Bcerma mo6un Te0s, C TeX CaMbIX IOP, KaK MbI Okl ¢ TOOOM meThbMu. Ho... HelaBHO S 0CO3HAT
KOe-4To eltle. 9 Xo4y B3sATh TeOs B XKEHBI, IOTOMY 4YTO Thl BCETHa IPUKPHIBAEIIb MO0 CIIUHY,
cpaxasich psoM co MHOU. C 3TOr0 MOMeHTa, YTO OBl HU CITyYMJIOCH, IT0Ka THl OYOellb PSIIOM CO
MHOM, 51 OyOy TOIBKO CUIbHEE, YeM OBLI 10 3TOTO0. fI CMOTY IIPOTUBOCTOSTH JTIoOoMy Bpary. C To6ou 5
Bcerga Oyay CuacTIUB.

b | Cliyllalia ero C IMrPOKO PACIIaXHYThIMHU I'JIa3aMHU.

Tepputopus JlugenblliTeliHa TpaHUYUIIa C COCEIHEN CTPAHOM.

Ot cocepeli, re He MpeKpaIaTCs rpaXXaaHCKUe BOWHEI, Ha Hallly TEPPUTOPUIO TPOHUKAIOT He
TOJIbKO OeXKeHI[bl. Pa300MHUKY TOXKE XOTST MOMBITaTh CBOETO CYaCThsd Ha MUPHBIX TEPPUTOPUSIX.

YeTta MapkrpadoB J0JIKHA OBITH CUITHHOM.

Anekcuc cerdac IIPAMO YKa3bIBaJll MHE Ha TO, YTO 4 BJIa€I0 MEYOM.

Y MeHsT HeT HU COLMAIbHOTO MOJI0XKEHUS, HU MTPUBIIeKATEIbHON BHEIIHOCTH, HU TUTYIIA, HO...
BO3MOZKHO S Hy?KHA €My BOIIPEKHU BCEMY 3TOMY?..

9T0... OYEeHb PAJ0BaJI0 MOe Ceplle.

4 meniCcTBUTENIBHO BCETTA XOTEIa €My IIOMOYE.



...Ho Kaxk xe Bce 370!

- Ho, Antekc, Befib €CTh eIlle Psif IPeTeHOeHTOK, KOTOPEIEe CYUTAIOTCS TBOMMH HEBECTAMH. ..

- AX, OHM BCe 0TKA3aJIuCh OT 9TOH POJIH.

- Kaxk?!

- IMeHHO TI0 3TO¥ MpUYUHE S 0CTaBaJCs B KOPOJIEBCKOM CTOMNIIE B TEYEHHUE TTOCIIEIHET0 MeCsIIa.
...Korma s OTKPBITO 3asiBUJI, YTO COOMPAIOCH JKEHUTHCS Ha JOYEPH PHIIAPS, HEKOTOPhHIe U3 HUX
BOCIIPUHSIJIA 9TO C COMHEHHMEM. {1 IIpeiokul UM cCaMUM YOeIUThCS B TOM, YTO Ta, Ha KOTOPO# S X04y
JKEHUTHCS CUTTbHAS XKEeHIIMHA, BlIafielolnas MeYyoM, TOTOBasi OTCTalBaTh MHTEPECHl MapKrpadcCTaa.
Jlyuiney KaHOUAOATKY B JKeHbl MapKrpada mpocTo OLITh He MOXKET.

- ...KaxeTcs, 3mech MPUCYTCTBYET HECKONBKO JIeH, KOTOPHM KaK pa3 GBIJI0 HHTEPEeCHO Y3HATh O
Tebe moboJbie, JIuza. Y yBUOEeB BCe CBOMMHU I'JIa3aMU, OHUM COTJIACUIMCh C MOUM BHIOOPOM ISt
Opaxa.

- ...J10 3HAKOMCTBa C TOOOM 3THU IOHbIE ey AyMasnu: «4To 9TO 3a XKeHIIWHA, KOTOpas CTaHeT ero
KEHOU?»

HOJ’IY‘-I&GTCFI, KOIr'Ta OHH BCe€ II0 O4epenu CIIpallBaJIi MEHs, TO JeJilaJIh 3TO He N3-3a TOTO, YTOOHI
100eCIIOKOUTh MEHS, a IIPOCTO XKeJlaJlk YBUOETh MEHSA CBOMMU I''Ta3dMH...

Korpga st BHUMaTENIbHO IIOCMOTpeEJIa B UX CTOPOHY, OfHa U3 OaphIllieHb, C KOTOPOii 51 mepeOpocuiiach
Oonbille, YeM ITapoy CJI0B, 9HEPTUYHO KMBHYJIa MHE B OTBET.

HekoTopkle U3 HUX HaxKe CKalu Kylayku, mog0agpuBas MeHs. B ux rina3ax MOXKHO OBIJIO POYECTh
omoOpeHue, Kak OyTO BCe OHU IOBOPUIIU MHe: «Jlep3aii!»

- JIn3za.

- Ecnu 51 Te6e XOTb HEMHOT'0 HPAaBJIIOCB, 1 X049y, YTOOBI THI KHWBHYJIA B OTBET... ThI BRIIEIIb 3a MEHS
BaMy}K? - Anekc CMOTPEJI Ha MeHA I'PYCTHBIM B3TJIAOOM, HO B €r0 CJIOBAX CJIBIIIAIACE €JIe
coepzxXKruBaeMasd CTPacCThb.



Bre3zamnno g ITOYYBCTBOBaJla cnmabocCTs...

4 Bcerga mobuia Tebs, s Bcerma xoTena OBITh PSIAOM C TOOOM, C TEX MOp, C [[IepBOY XKU3HHU]...

Amexc Ipu3HaCcs cervac, YTo OblaI OB CYACTIIUB, €CNTU OBl 51 OBblNIa C HUM.

B TakoMm cny4ae. {1 xo4y cHenaTh ero CYaCT/IMBLEIM, S [OIXKHA aTh OTBET...

-...Ja.

[ToTpsicenHbI! ANleKC, 3aMep Ha MTHOBEHME, a 3aTeM BOCKIUKHYII:

- JIu3a, ax, cmacubo!

Anekc HaKOHeIl TTIOAHSJICS C KOJIeHa, KpenKo 0OHSB MeHs. A ooy BOKPYT HaC IPUHSIUCH TPOMKO
arJIogupPOBATE.

- Ilo3gpasnseM, Anekc!

- [lo3ppasnsewm, JIusza!

Cpenu TPOMKUX allJIONUCMEHTOB Pa3faBauCh PagoCTHEIE KPUKH. 3a3Bydanu (GIedTs, pa3galuch
9HEPTUYHBIE YHAphl B 6apabaHkl, KOTOPHIE KTO-TO YCIIEJT Y2Ke MIPUTAIIUTE BO JBOP.

...Hpe}KJIe YeM 4 3TO IIOHMAJIa, BO IBOPE IMOABUIICA OTEIl, y'J'IBIGaHCB BMeCTe CO BCeEMHU.

Orel1, BUAUMO, OTIO3[ABILINM, YTO-TO ITepPeCcpallrBa Yy MapKrpada 1 Ha ero julle BCe SBCTBEHHEE
IIPOCTYIIAJIO IOTpsiceHue. A Korfia OH BCe-TaKU IOHSJI IPUYKUHY TaKOT0 BECEIbS BO IBOPE, OH PYXHYII
Ha MecCTe.

- A... - pacTepsiHHO Ha4aJjia TOBOPHUTb S1.

- JIu3za, moxanyicTa, CMOTPHU cerdac TOJIbKO Ha MEH4.

Kaxertcsi, Anekc He 3aMeTHJI, UTO PHIIapb-KOMaHIOP TOIBKO YTO PYXHYJI Y HETO 3a ero CIIMHOH,
IIPUKOCHYBIIINMCH K MO€I 1[eKe OH, OH HEeKHO pa3BepHYJI Moe JuIlo K cebe, TS TaCKOBO MHE B
ryiasa.

...Moero oTIla YHECTH PHIIIAPX B 3aMOK, a BCe BOKPYT MEHs IIPeOHIBai B IPUIIOAHSITOM HACTPOEHUH.



4 Toxke Obl/Ta pafa cKa3aTh €My KOe-UTo:

- Amnexc.

- Ia.

- ...4 Oynmy pama cmemnaTh TeOsl CHACTIIMBBIM.

BceM HaM IPUIIIOCH TSAXKEJIO B [IepBO# KU3HK], I0O9TOMY Ha 3TOT pPa3 g X0Uy HalTH Crocob chenaTh
BCEX CUACT/IHUBBLIMH.

¢ He MOTy paccKa3aTh AJIEKCY YTO IIePepPOOuIachk... HO C 3TOT0 MOMEHTA B CBOMX MEICIISX s Oymy
IyMaThb, KaK HaM BceM 00pecTH CUacThe.

4 umerna BBUAY, YTO B MOeH [BTOPOM XKu3HU] s cMOTY OBITh CHACT/IMBA TaK, KAK MOXKeM ObITh
CYACT/IMBEI TOJIBKO MBI, OyIy4Yu BMECTE.
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