4 mobuia 3TOro YejgoBeKa C caMoro OeTCTBa.

Ero 3010THCTHIE BOTIOCH CUSINIM, KOTAA UX IeJI0BAJIA IyYU COJIHIIA, SPKO-3eJIeHbIe Tla3a
3aBopaxuBany cBouM 61eckoM. OH OBITT TOX0K Ha 0YapOBaTeIbHOTO IIPHUHIIA, CIIOBHO I'epOM U3
CKa3ku. [laxe HeT...

OH OBIJT HAMHOTO KpacuBee, YeM MOT ObI HAPUCOBATh CAMBIN JTYUYILINH XyH0KHUK Mupa. OH ObIT TaK
JKe o4apoBaTeJieH, KaK ¥ My>KeCTBEHEH.

OH OBI7T O4UeHb HOOP K JIIOASM BCEX COCIOBUH. Ero oTmuyanu u3kiICKaHHEIE MAaHEPH! U XOPoIIee
BOCIIUTAHNE, HEMOHCTPUPYS UX Ilepel OPpyruMu apuctokpaTamu. OH ObUT ApyXKeo0eH CO CBOUMHU
MOJYMHEHHBIMY ¥ OYeHb UCKPEHHE OTHOCHUJICS K TaKUM JIIOISIM, KaK 5.

C meTCTBa 51 TalHO HOCHJIA eTro 00pa3 Ha ceplle.

q YZ&Ke CMUDPHUJIAaCh C TEM, YTO MOA CUMIIATUA K HEMY HE B3daMMHa.

W 4enoBeKOM, KOTOPHIH OB MHOIO JTI00UM, OB CHIH MapKrpada, Anekc JIngenpIITenH.

A s Oblyia BCETO0 JIUIIDL AOYEPhIO PHIIlapsi MapKrpada.

ITo cTeyeHuto 06CTOSITENILCTB, MO OpaT ¥ AJIEKC CYUTATTUCH CBOOHBIMU OGpAThIMU, TaK YTO YKe C
CaMoOT0 IIEPBOI'0 MOMEHTA MOUX BOCIIOMUHAHUN MBI CYMTAIUCL OOHOM ceMbeiil. Ho Ha 3TOM U BCE.

HacTynut BpeMsi, U OH KEHUTCS Ha KaKON-HUOYOb apHCTOKPATKeE, MOAXOASAIIEN NI POXKAEHUS eT0
HacJIeOHUKA. A s... 1 MOTY IIPOMIO/IXKATh CMOTPETh Ha HETO, TOIBKO U3TaseKa.

Ho mens Bce ycTpauBaer.

[TpocTo MMest yKe TaKylo BO3MOXKHOCTb, BUAETh U3[aieKa ero CUSIOMyI0 GUrypy, - yxe 0510
BEJIMYAUIIINM CHACTHLEM MJISI MEHS.

IToxa MHe He HCIIOJIHHUIOCH BOCEMHAMIIATD.

B TOT meHb oTell, Kak 00BIYHO, COIIPOBOKMAN B 9KCIIeOUIMK MapKrpada u nopaa Aekca.

Moii oTer1, OBITT pEIIAapeM-KalluTaHOM, BCETa COIIPOBOXKIABIINM MapKrpada. becuncnenHoe
KOJIMYECTBO pa3 0 CETONHSAIIHEro gHs. [109ToMy g XKmajia UX Bo3BpalleHus 63 Kakoro-mu6o
BOJIHEHUS MU OECIIOKOMCTBA.

... OIHaKO HeOXUIaHHO IMOCPEIX HOYM MOSI MaMa B CIlellKe pa30ynuia MeHs. f MOMHIO, Kak ¢ Heba



MSATKO IIadall CHET, IIOKd MEI CIIEIOINUIIA K BOPOTAM 3aMKa JIupensITeriHa.

OkpoBaBIeHHBIE PUTYPHI MOET0 OTIa ¥ MapKrpada, 1exkaBIine Ha 3eMyie cpefiu 0eCUUCIIEHHOTO
KOJINYeCTBa OPYTUX TeJl phlllaped - MMEeHHO TaKas KapTUHa Xfajla MeHS U MaMy B I'JIaBHOM 3aJie
3aMKa. [lepemnaykaHHEIHM, BECh B KPOBH, AJIEKC CTOSII TaM K€, B MECUBE U3 T'PSI3H, KPOBU U
pacTasiBIIEro CHera.

- ...Ilocnymra#t Mensi, JIuz. TBO¥M OTell... OH... OH IIOTKO, 3alluINas JIopHaa Alekca.

4 cnymiana mpozKamuii roJI0C MaTepH, TOKa 9TH CJI0Ba CPHIBANIUCE C ee Ty0... A 3aTeM OHa C BOIIJIEM |
cle3aMu pyxXHYyJIa Ha 3eMiTo 6e3 CHIL.

...OJTO OBLIA JIOXKbE.

Her... 1 He Bep1o... B 3TO

Moii oTel], BO3TIaBNSIBIINY PHIAPCKUY OpHeH JlugenblinTeiiHa, ObI CAaMbIM CUJIBHBIM PHIIAPEM.
Mapxkrpad Tak ke faneko He SBISJCSA U3HEXKEHHHM apuCTOKpaTOM. Ha3HaueHHBIN 3aIIUIaTh
TIOTPaHUYHbIE 3eMJIM, OH ITOCTOSTHHO TPEHUPOBAJICSI BMECTE C MOUM OTLIOM. Bce ero peitiapu Oblin
JIIONBMU NOCTOWHBIMU YBazKeHUS 3a UX J00JIeCTh U CUITY.

IMepen rma3amu BCE OBITO CJIOBHO B TyMaHe. Bce miomu BHYTpY 3aMKa IIpeOkIBaIy B CUIILHOM
CMSITEHHH, MeJach B pa3Hbe CTOPOHEL. JIopa ANIeKC HETTOJBUKHO CTOSIT TOCPEOH 3TOTo Xaoca. Ha ero
JIUIle He 0TPaXKkaja0Ch HUKAKUX 9MOITUH, IIOKA OH C IIMPOKO PACKPHITEIMHU TJIa3aMU CMOTPEIT Ha TPYIIHI
y ce0sI 1Tof; HOTaMu.

OOGBIYHO TaKOe MOE IIOBefleHNe yKe CUUTanoch Obl Jep3ocThio. Ho ceituac, oyis Takol Kax i,
€OUHCTBEHHBIN CTATyC KOTOPOU - APYT [EeTCTBa, HE 0CTABajI0Ch HUYET0 APYTrOro, KpoMe Kak
OKJIMKHYTb €TO0.

4 He Mor/Ia OCTaBUTh €T0 OJHOTO Imocpenu 3TOro XaocCa, mMo3TOMY MEOJIEHHO IIOOOIIIIa K HEMY.

- Jlopn Anekc...

- Pn... 3u...

Jlopg Anmekc Me[jIeHHO TIOMHSII TOJIOBY, €T0 IJla3a MOTePSiIi eCTeCTBeHHHIN 06/1eCK XKu3HU. OH
yCTaBUJICS HA MEHS IJla3aMd MepTBella.

MEICTTE MO€eTO0 JTI00MMOT0 YeJI0BeKa, HECOMHEHHO, HpeﬁBIBaHI/I cerdac B Xaoce.



Chyi KpaCHEIE€ U YEPHEBIE IISATHA Ha €Tr0 OfeXe... B 3Tux ngTHAX, JOIKHO 6HTB, €CTh KPOBbE 1 MO€TO0
OTIa, 1 MapKrpa(’pa 1 BCEX OCTAJIBHBIX TYT JIEZKAIIHUX Togen.

- Jlopm Anekc, Bel paHeHb? C BaMU BCe B IIOpPSAKe?.. - 5 MOAOIIIa K HEMY, HEYyBEPEHHO ITPOTSHYB
PYKY BIEepef.

[MoxanyiicTa, nycTh 10px Anekc O6ymeT HeBpeouM.

9T0 OBlsIa MOS TIIepBas MEBICIIb, KOT'Ia s HEYBEPEHHO IMIPOTAHYJIA PYKY, HO... I'la3a JIOpOa Anexca B
YXKacCe PaCHIuPUIINCE elne OoJbllle, ¥ OH IJIEITHYJI MEHS II0 PYKeE.

*Xmom!*

3BYK pa3Heccs 10 BceMy 3aiy. HeoXuaaHHO OH 0Ka3asiCs 0YeHb TPOMKHUM U YeTKUM. Bce ciyry,
Gerarommue B TaHUKE I10 3aJTy, PE3KO OCTAHOBUIIMCDH TaM, THe CTOSTA. MefjieHHO 00epPHYBIIKCH, OHU C
y2KaCOM yCTaBHJIUCh Ha HaC.

Korga Jiopn Anekc IIJIEITHYJI MEHS II0 PYKeE, S 3aCThIJIa B IIIOKE. Bce, 4TO g Morya ceryac caenarth,
9TO CMOTPETEL Ha HErO, Hpe6BIBaFI B HEIOYMEHUH.

Anekc mpuCTasbHO TOCMOTPEN Ha MeHsI, 3aTeM Pa3BEPHYJICS U 3alllaraj IpoyYb.

CBeTyo-KpacHbIe Cllebl yceuBaau co00i KadbeabHEIH 11071, 10 KOTOPOMY OH IOYTH 0exKasl, CKPhIBIINCH
OT MeHS.

Cpasy Xe I0oCJie 9TOTO COCTOSITTUCH TOXOPOHE 0TIIa, MapKrpada U OCTaIbHEIX, a TOPH AJeKC, SBISICh
eOUHCTBEHHLIM HACJIEIHUKOM, IIPUHSI Ha ce0s TUTYJI CBOET0 OTIa ¥ 00SI3aHHOCTH, KOTOPHIE OH
HaKJIaJbIBajl Ha HETO.

Ha npoTsxkeHUM Bceil lepeMOHUY ITOXOPOH JI0pA Ajiekc 0osiblile HalloMUHaJ 6e3AyIIHYI0
IEePeBSHHYIO KyKiy. Kak TOIhKO ero Ha3HAuYu/IU B HOKHOCTH, OH U3MEHUIICS.

[TepBoe, YTO OH CHefal, 9TO BeIC/ieAusl 0aHOUTOB, HAMlABIIMX Ha MapKrpada 1 COIPOBOXKIABIINX €T0
pHIIIape.

Cxkopee BCero, 9T0 IPOU30IUIO yKe B cyMepKax. CKBO3b IIeJIeHY BaJUBIIEr0 CHera ObIJI0 TPYOHO YTO-
6o pasrnameTh. VX rpymma MeoieHHO MPOOBUTaIachk BIEPEN 110 JIECHOU TponuHKe. U TyT Ha HUX
Haraiy C Thija.



BaHauThI, XOTS OJIsT HUX 3TO OBUT CITMIITKOM U3O0IIPEHHBIN II71aH, PEIIUTEIbHO HAalTPAaBUJIUCh K KapeTe,
B KOTOpPO# exanu Mapkrpad u ceiH. OH OBUT MTHOBEHHO YOUT, He YCIEeB Haxe Kak-Tubo 3aIlUTUTLCS. ..

Oren HeMenJIeHHO OPOCHUTICS K KapeTe, I'le Haxoguics ele noph Anekc. Ha Hero yxe Toxke Hanamny,
OH OTYASsTHHO OTOWBAJICS OT HamagaBmux. OTell IOOCKOYHUI K HEMY ¥ HaKPBIJT CBOUM TEJIOM,
IpPUHUMas Ha ce0s1 TOT CMepTebHbIH yiap, KOTOPHIH B CIEOYIOMIUM MUT TOXKeH OblT OBITh HAHECEH
nopp Anekcy. Med mpoH3UJT €r0 HaCKBO3b, paHa 0Ka3ajlaCh CMEPTENIbHOM.

HecMoTpsi Ha HepaBHEBIE CUJIHI ¥ PACTYIIEee KOJIMYECTBO MABIIUX, PHIIAPY IPOIOIKAIN OTYaATHHO
000POHSTHLCS. PEIIIapsSM yOanoch 3alMTUTD JT0paa AJleKca [0 TeX Iop, oKa He TIOH0CIIeN TOPTOBLI
KapaBaH, YbH JIIOOHU YCIBIIIAIK IITYM CPaXkKeHUs ¥ OPOCHIIMCH Ha ITOMOIIb JIIOASIM MapKrpada.
HamagaBumie TYT e CKPBITUCE.

Tak KakK TOPTOBIIbI CTABUJIM B IPHOPUTET BCe Ke 6€30IIacHOCTh CBOET0 TOBApa, OHU HE CTaIu
IIpeciieloBaTh HAMaAaBIINX, IPEANOYTs OTCTYIUTh, 3a6upasi ¢ 000 YOUTHIX, TOCTABUB MX B 3aMOK
Mapkrpada.

B cnepytoment skcneguiuy 10pg AneKC BO3TJIaBUI OPAEH phillapeli. M oHU 3aBepIIniIn CBOU IMOXOf
npoTuB GAHAUTOB PAHbIE, YeM UCTEK MeCsI, BEPHYBUIUCH JOMOM C T06eIo.

BaHOuTEl CKPBIBAIKCEH B CAMOM I0KHOM YacTH 3eMejib MapKrpada JIugenbinTeiHa.

9TO OHU IMOCMENH TOTHa HallaCcTh Ha MapKrpada. A manbpHeInee paccieqoBaHKe IIPUBENIO U K
BMHOBHUKY MHIUEHTa - 9T0 Obln 6apoH [leynbdap, asns mopaa Anekca.

BapoH OBLT apUCTOKPATOM, HO TeM, Y KOTO He OBIIO CBOMX 3eMelb. OH GBI JBOIOPOMHEIM GpaToM
Mapkrpada, 6abymka ogHoro Osina 6a0ymKoi u apyroro. OH [OIT0 BEIXKHUAAT, CJIOBHO XUIITHUK,
3aTAUBIIKICS B TEMHOTE, OXKast yI0OHOI0 MOMEHTa HalaCTh Ha Mapkrpada u ero CelHa, YTOOH!
y3ypIHPOBATh 3€MJIH IBOIOPONHOTO GpaTa.

Jlopa Anmekc yHUUYTOXKWIT CHavyajla 6aHIUTOB, CKPHEIBABIIKXCS B jiecax. A 3aTeM BeIpe3as u OapoHa Co
BCEMH €r0 JOMOYa/l[aMHu.

¢ cama 3TOTO HE BUENA, HO, TI0 CJIOBAM PHIIAaps, KOTOPEIH OB C HUM B TOM IT0XO[€, KOTTa JIOP/
Anexc Bo3Bpalascs U3 fomMa 6apoHa BeCh B KPOBH, lepKa rojI0oBy 6apoHa MOl MBIIIKOH, OH
yIIBIOAIICS, KaK CyMaCIIeII.

Jlopao Anexc OTOMCTHIL.

IToka3aTenbCTBA MPECTYIIeHUs ObUIH He OCIIOPHMEIL. [laxke yOUB, He TasCh, IPYTOro ABOPSTHUHA,
nopa Anekc 6b11 0cBOGOXKIEH OT HaKa3aHHUs, 3TO OBIJIO ero MpaBo 0 3aKOHY MecTH. Ho Bce Mosofbie



Jieoyn, 4TO XKeJlaJIi paHee CTAaTh €ro 3aKOHHOU CYHpYFOfI, OTO3BaJIX IIPEJIOZKEHUSA O COI03€E. Hu ogHa
13 HUX He 3axX0Tejia OBITh C HUM.

Anekc mpeBpaTUICS B MOHCTPA, TOKPHITOT'0 KPOBBIO.

XOTs OH y2Ke OTOMCTHIJI 3@ CBOET'0 OTIIa, OH Iepefan BCce CBOU OQUIMaIbHble 00513aHHOCTH
IOBEPEHHBIM JIWIIaM, BEIOPAHHBIM CPEOH CIIyT. A caM yM4YaJsCs B IOTPAaHUYHbIE 3€MJTH, YTOOH
IIOTPY3UTHCSA TaM B KPOBaBYI0 OOMHIO TPUTPAHUYHbIX BOWH.

Hu omHa nepmu 3a BCIO CBOIO KM3Hb He TOKeJiasia Okl BRIUTH 3aMyXK 3a TAKOT'0 MyXKYUHY.

Ecnu Tak 6ymeT mponosikaThcs U fajee, oM JIugenbiIITeiHOB BEIMPET.

Yrpasnsiomye u OyIIenpuKa3dyuKy, CX0Ms C yMa 0T 0€CIIOKOMCTBA, BEIOpAd B KA4eCTBe 3aMeHEBI
apUCTOKPaTKaM, CMePTENbHO OOSBIIMMCS JIOPAA, MEeHS.

«JIepu JIus, BEI C IeTCTBa OPYXKUJIU C IOPAOM AjekcoM, BepHO? [loxanyiicTa, HUKTO KpOMe BaC He
CMOKEeT COJTU3UTHLCS cerdac C JIOPIOM».

«IToxany#ucra...pagu Oygyiiero MapkrpadcTsa... [ToxanyiicTa, BHEAUTE 3aMyXK 3a Jiopfa Anekca. U
oXKalyuCTa, MoXKaJyucTa, POAUTE ChiHA, IOJapuTe Mapkrpady HaclegHUKa».

JIrogu, 4To OBLITH HEOCIIOPHMO BEIIIIE MEHA 110 CTATyCY U BO3PACTY, CKJIOHUJIN I1Iepeno MHOI TOJIOBHI.

Bce onu mpeOniBay B KpaliHel TpeBore.

¢ OBIT TOKE BCTPEBOXKEHA.

HeiHemHuit nopyn Anekc Ovin moucTuHe ykaceH. OH UTHOPUPOBaJ MeHS, KOTa g IkiTanach
3aroBOpUTh C HUM. He cMOTpen MHe B Ij1a3a.

Opnako... B MmoeM ceppiie Bce erre Temauiaachk ciaabas Hamexka.

He3aBucKUMO OT TOT0, B KAKOM COCTOSIHMM OH Cefyac mpeOkIBal, JIOPH AJIeKC BCe ellle 0CTABaJICS IJIs
MeHS TEM 4eJI0BEKOM, KOTOPOTO s XKaxX[asia BUAeTh PSAoM ¢ co60ii. OH 0CTaBaICsI MOUM OeJIhIM
JIYHHBIM CBETOM.

Ecnu OB 9 cTana ero xkKeHOM, TO CMorjia OBl CTOSITh PSIAOM C HUM.

... Mathb u 6pat, KOTOphe BXOOuIu B IMIIepaTOPCKUii PHITAPCKUM OPHEeH, MBITAIUCh OTTOBOPUTH
MeHsA. OgHaKO, MOCKOIBKY TOJBKO 51 MOTJIa UCIIOJIHUTD 3Ty POJIb, ¥ y2Ke COTJIaCHJiach Ha 3TO,



IeperoBOPeI C MOMMHU POOHBIMHU O 6paKe OBIIH IIPOBEOEHEI YCIIEITHO.

3aTeM npubIHKEHHBIE CIIyTH MapKrpada OTBeIM MeHsI B KOMHATY jopaa Anmekca. Hekorma onpsTHas
KOMHATa IpeOrIBasia B HEMBICTUMOM OeCIOpsiaKe.

OHu 00BSICHUIH BCIO CUTYalXIo gopay Amekcy. Ero rimasa, KoTopele paHee OBITH TAKMMY HEKHBIMH,
Terneps ri1y6oko 3amanu. CTUCHYB 3yOHl, OH Tpo6opMoTat:

- ... bpak? Jlus... u 4... Bbl Tak cKazanu?

- IlIa. UmenHo Tak. Jlemu JIu3 yxKe mana cBoe corjacue Ha Opak.

e Heyxenu Oosblile He U3 KOTO BHIOPAThH?

- Kak Mu1 YK€ IrOBOPUJIK BaM pPaHee, BCe OCTaJIbHBIE MaBHO OTKa3aJIhCh.

- ..... - T0pxa AJIeKC IPUCTANIbHO IIOCMOTPEN HA MEHS, 3aTeM I[OKHYJI pa3fpaxKeHHO SI3BIKOM.
[TopEIBHCTO BCTAB CO CBOETO MECTA, OH ITOBEPHYJICS K HaM CIIMHOM, - ... TOTIa HUYETo He IOfeJaellb.
HauuHaiiTe IpUTOTOBIEHUS K CcBagLbe.

- [la, HEMe[JIeHHO NIPUCTYIIaeM.

- ... 9-9-3, nnopp Anexc. f... 1 cTaHy Balllei 3aKOHHOM CYIIPYTroM U CMOTY Pa3fesuTh Bamu 3a60Tkh! -
BBITIPSIMUB CIIMHY, HaOpaBIIKCh CMEJIOCTH, 51 06paTuiach K HEMY.

Ho nopp Anekc He OTBETUIT U HE TTOBEPHYJICSA KO MHE JIULIOM.

OpuH 13 CITyT 3aMaxajl Ha MeHsI pyKOH, OBICTPO 3alllelTasB:

- Yxopute, - BEPOSITHO, UCIIHITaB 06JIeTYeHre yKe OT TOT0, UTO MapKrpad ma CBoe cOoTlache Ha Halll
Opax.

- ... MEHbIIIEe BCETO 5 XOTeNl KeHUThCS Ha JIu3, - yclblliana 5, Kak mpobopMoTan nopa Anekc yxe y
MEHS 3a CIIMHOMH.

H03J1paBJ'IFII-O BCEX C HOBEIM ropoM. 2Kejlai0 BaM CYacThbs U 0OJBIION 100BU CO 300POBLEM.
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