«...ero 30ByT dcrebaH Kopacon ne A6y0, B IOC/IeHUE CTOJIETHS OH TaKXKe HCIIOJIb3YeT IICeBIOHUM
Nuab6mo unu dctedban Huabio».

«JInabmo? Kak ucmaHCKoe CJI0BO, 0003Haudamwlee AbsiBoia? ECiu oH OelCTBUTEILHO CO3Mall
dbumocodckuit KaMeHb U BCe elle XKUB, II0YeMy s HUKOT[a He CIIBIIIAT O TAKOM CTApOM U CIIOCOOHOM
BonieOHUKe? [[0MKHO OBITh XOTh KAKOE-TO YIIOMUHAHME 0 HEM B yueOHUKe UCTOPUH, WK Ha
OTKPHITKE C IIOKOJIATHOU JIATYIIKOMN, UK ellle THe-HUuOyab», - YOUBUIICS MIThIO.

«Hy, oH He BOJIIEOHUK», - AIXUMHUK CIy4alHO YPOHUIT G0MOY.

«He BommeOHuK? Torma Kak xke oH co3masn gunocodpckuii KaMeHb? M maxe Tak, MOYeMy OH TaK
OTlaceH, eCJId He YMeeT UCI0/Ib30BaTh Maruio? Ceryac HeMarundeckoe OpyxKue AelCTBUTEJIbHO
OTIaCHO, HO TOT{Ia MEYH U CTPeJIbl OblIM BEPIIMHAMHU OPYKENHOM TEXHOJIOTHUH, U B HE MOTJIA
1103a060TUTHCS 0 HEM?» - CIIPOCUJI M3ThIO, B TO BpeMsI Kak IIJI0X0e IPeqYyBCTBUE POCIIO.

«[I7st 9TOTO IO3BONIE MHE HauaTh C CAMOT0 HAayasla ¥ PaccKasaTh O €r0 MPOUCXOXKIEHUH U O eT0 MyTH
K TOMY, K€M OH SIBJIT€TCS CETOMHS. S MHOTO MCCJIeoBal ero, HO MHOTHE 3alliCH O eT0 paHHeH
XKU3HM U300UIYIOT MpoTHBOpeunssMu. OMHAKO MHE BCe XKe YIaJI0Ch IOIYYUTh 0 HeM
npuONIU3UTEIbHOE TIPeCcTaBIeHre. IcTeOaH POJUICS B CeMbe MCIIAHCKOM 3HATH I'e-To B 9 Beke. B
IOHOCTH OH 3aMHTEPEeCOBAJICS MCKYCCTBOM amxuMui. [Tocie cMepTu cBoero oTua ae A6Io
HCII0/Ib30BaJl CBOE OTPOMHOE CeMeHHOe COCTOSIHHIE, YTOOR! ITPO(PUHAHCUPOBATh CBOU IIOUCKY B
OBJIafIeHUM OPEeBHUMHU UCKYCCTBAaMU. MHOTHE OTPAC/Iy aIXUMUK TPUMEHUMEI 0e3 MaTuu B KauecTBe
KaTaJHu3aTopa», - 00BSICHUII CTaphIi aJIXMMUK.

«Amxumus 6e3 Maruu? 3Ha4UT, OH MOT MCII0/Ib30BaTh [IJI 3TOTO S3HEPTHI0 OKpYyXKaloleil cpeab?» -
IIOHSI MOThIO.

«CKOpee BCero, flaxe 5 He YBEePEH B TOYHHIX fleTalAX. f y3Ha, 4YTO OH IIPOBOAUII MHOTO BPEMEHH,
IyTeuecTBYs Mo Bcelt EBpore, 06y4asich peMeciIy aJTXuMUHU ¥ MacTePOB TOT'0 BpeMeHH. B KaKo#-To
MOMEHT eMy yIajoCh C037aTh GumocopCKuit KaMeHb, KOTOPHIH TO3BOJIUI €MY IPOIJIUTh CBOIO XKU3Hb,
C TeX IOP OH KCII0/Ib30BaJl KaMeHb B Ka4eCTBE UCTOUHMKA CUJIbL ¥ CyMeJl HaCTOJILKO TTTy00KO
OBJIQ[IETh PEMECIIOM aJIXMMUH, YTO CTaJl CIOCOOEH MCII0Ib30BaTh MOJIEKYISPHYIO TPAaHCMyTaluioo 6e3
KaKuX-Tn00 MIPUTOTOBIIEHUH. DTO ONUH U3 CII0COO0B, KOTOPHIM OH CpaXkaeTcs, Haxke S caM He MOTy
TIOBTOPHUTD 9TO, 5 MBITAJICS», - MPOIOKUI Hukomac.

«3T10 BO3MOXHO? Hanpumep, OH KnafgeT pyKY Ha IIOJI, ¥ OH IIPEBpAIllaeTCs B KOIIbe, aTaKylollee
Bpara? - cupocui MaTeio, fyMast 0 MaHre «CTalbHOU aIXUMUK».

«Jla, moxoxKe Ha 3T0. XOTS eMy He HyKHO IIPUKacaThCs K I[eJid, OH MOXKET HeflaTh 3TO B
OTPaHUYEHHOM Pafinyce BOKPYT cebsi, TogoOHO TpaHCOUTYPAIUH C TIOMOLIBI0 BOMIIEOHON Maruwy,
TOJIbKO 6ojtee 3ppekTuBHON. S HECKOIBKO Pa3 CTAJIKUBAJICS C HUM Ha MPOTSIKEHUU BEKOB, U 3Ta
crmoco0HOCTh pa3apaxkaeT. Ho 3To ellle He Bce, 1M0O3Ke OH Takxke Mpuodpes HEKOTopsie (GopME!
Maruu. Bo BpeMs CBOMX IIyTeIIeCTBUN OH IIOCETU TPaHCUIIbBAHUIO U ITO3HAKOMMUIICS TaM C
BaMIIMPaMH, Te CTal 9KCIIEPTOM II0 CX0JIO0MaHTUKe U ['epMeTHyeckoMy Kopiycy. biaromapst aTomy
ScTebaH MOMyYuI JOCTYI K Maruy IEMOHOB ¥ [JaKe CBS3aJICs C HUMHU. B KaKoW-TO MOMEHT OH
3aKJTI0YHUII C HUMHU CHEJKY U probpen nydinyio ¢gopMy 6eccMepTHsi, KOTOpas COXpPaHuIa ero Tejo
MoJtonkIM. ToUHEIE TOIPOOHOCTH MHEe HEM3BECTHHI, HO BO BCEX HAIMX 60X S BCeryaa He MOT YOUTh
€ro, TOJIbKO IIPOTHATE», - CKa3aJl aIXUMHUK C CEPbe3HBIM BhIpAXKeHUEM JIHIIA.

«HeMaruuyeckue cyliecTBa MOTYT U3y4daTh Marui0? ITO YTO-TO HOBEHbKOE», - TPoOopMoTa MaTkio.

«[la, 1 9TO 0YeHb omacHO. OHM 3aMMCTBYIOT CUJIHI Y KOTO-TO APYTOT0, ¥ 3@ 3TO MPUXOOUTCS MJIATUTh!»
- IPeNyIPenusl CTaphbli aJIXUMUK.



«9TO HEMHOT0 1T0X0XkKe Ha KOJAyHOB U3 "Mapsen". MoxeT ObITh, eciu g OyIy JOCTATOYHO CHUJIEH, S
CMOT'Yy HaHSTh HECKOJIBKO HEMaruyeCcKux JII0fei ¥ I03BOJIUTh UM I103aUMCTBOBATh MO Maruio, a
3aTeM HabpaTh C ee MOMOIIbI0 aPMUI0», - PA3MBIIIIAN MaThio, crpammBasi. - [louemy [uabio
B0OO11Ie ITpecnenyeT Te6s?»

«Bckope nocye TOro, Kak s 3aKkoH4m1 o0ydenue B [llapmOaToHe, 51 IOCBATUN ce0s1 U3YyUEHUIO
anmxuMuy, 61arogaps ueMy I03xe II03HaKOMMJIICS C KOJIJIETOH, KOTOPHIH yuuics y [Iuabio u
Hay4uJica co3naBarth ¢pumocobckuit KaMmeHnb. [11abo NpeaIoXul eMy caMOMY CO3aTh ero U 00pecTH
C ero oMoIbio 6eccMepTHe, KakK TOIBKO 5 Y3HAJ IIpaBay O TOM, Kak OBIJT CO3[aH KaMeHb, S
TIOTIBITAJICSI OCTAHOBUTD €T0, HO OBIJIO CIIUINKOM ITO3[HO, ¥ BO BpeMs naHgeMuu YepHoit CMepTu
noru67110 eile 60JIbIlIe MUJIIMOHOB JIIOIEH, UTO CHeaso 3TO OGHUM U3 CaMBIX CEPbe3HbIX COOBITHI B
MCTOPHH YeJIOBe4eCTBa. fl CTONIKHYIICA CO CBOMM [JPYTOM U KOJUIETOH, ¥ I0C/Ie OUTBH MHE YIanoCh
OIOJIETh €T0 U B34Th KaMeHb Ha ce0s. [1033Ke BEISICHUIIOCH, YTO OH ObITI He O0jiee YeM MEelIKOH,
KoTopou [[1nabio MaHUIyIXPOBaJj, YTOOE CO3aTh HOBHIM (HUITOCO(CKUIL KaMeHb, TIOCKOJIBKY €T0 CUla
He OeckoHeuHa. [TockonbKy KaMeHb OB yCIEITHO CO3/AaH, OH Y3HAJ, 4TO 5 00J1afiaio UM, ¥ IPHUIIe
3a MHOi. BonaH-ge-MopT OBl He eAMHCTBEHHBIM B IIPOIIJIOM T'Ofly, KTO HAlleNIUJICS Ha KaMeHb, 5 He
MOT CIIPaBUTBLCSA C HUMU 000MMHM, TIO3TOMY S OCTaBUJI KaMeHb ATb0yCy, KOTOPHIN 1103a00TUIICS O
Boman-ge-MopTe, moka st paddupascs ¢ Iuabno», - 00BSICHUT aIXUMUK.

«Tak BOT Kak 3T0 ObiBaeT. 51 y:Ke HEKOTOpPOe BpeMsi 3afiaBasicsi 3TUM BommpocoM. He MoxKeT OBITE,
4yTOOBI BH HE CMOTJIM CPa3uUThCs ¢ BoyaH-me-MopToM, y KOTOPOTO faxe HET Tejla», - MOHS MaIThIo.

«[la, c ero TenoM OH OBl OBl HETIPUATHEIM IIPOTUBHUKOM, HO 6€3 HEro OH He BHI30B, OOHAKO MU
HaMHOTO 0OJIbIlle, UeM TH fyMaelb. [laxe s He 3HA0 er0 UCTUHHAEIX pa3MepoB, HO S BUIEJ KOe-uTo.
BosBpamrasick k [Irab1o, 3T0 OB He BTOPO# pa3, KOT{la OH co3faBal ¢pumocopckuit kKameHb. OH
Ienas 3TO HECKOJIBKO pa3 3a BCIo UCTopuio. OOBIYHO BO BpeMs BOWH OH MCII0Ib30Bajl CMEPTH, YTOOH
co31aTh HOBEIM KaMeHb. Hanpumep, oH nomoras 9nb Cuny Bo BpeMs ero 3aBoeBaHus BaneHcuu».

«OH mipupeT 3a MHOM? B KOHIIE KOHIIOB, Y MeHs O0JIbIle HET KaMHS», — CIIPOCUIT M3ThIO.
«BeposATHO, HET, HO OH MOT IOMBITAThCS MOTYUYUTh UH(POPMAINIO 000 MHE», - 0OBSICHUT aJIXUMUK.

«XM, HY, 9TO He 3HQUUT, YTO S He MOUAY MCKaTh nHGOpPMaIuio. B KOHIIE KOHIIOB, €CITU g 1103a06049yCh 0
HeM, s MOT OBl ITOIYYUTh MHOTO HOBBIX 3HaHUU U HuUiocopckuit KaMeHb, He 00UIeB HU OHOTO
BIIMSITEILHOTO YeJI0OBeKa B BONMIIEOHOM MUpe, - TogyMan MaTwio, roBops. - Criacu0o, 4TO OTBETUIIH
Ha MOH BOIIPOCHL. ITO OBIIIO 04eHb IMOyYUTebHO. C 3TOro MoMeHTa 51 6ymay 6osee ocTopoxeH. He
MorH OBl BB ITOKa3aTh MHe OUOIUOTEKY ceryac?»

«KoHeYHO, crefyi 3a MHOU, Malb4uK», - 0TBeTUI HUKOJIac, BEIXOAS U3 TOCTUHOU B COIPOBOKAEHUN
MsThIO, ClleioBaBIIero 3a HUM, [IepeHensb yKe HEKOTOPOe BpeMs Ha3af yIIla yXaXkKHABaTh 3a CaloM.

W3nyTpu moM OBl ropa3no 00JIbille, YeM CHaPYKY, BHYTPHU YIOTHBIN IePEBEHCKUN UHTEPLED, XOTS U
HEMHOTO CTapkhIi. [loM OBUT OCBellleH PYHUYeCKUMH 00pa30BaHUSIMY, a He (akeyiaMu, Kak 00BIYHO.
Huxkonac noBen MaThio HaBepx, yepe3 BONIIEeOHBIN pacIipeH b 1oM. OHY TOJOUIIN K MaCCUBHOM
[IepPeBSIHHOU IBepH, KoTopas Oblla 3aledaTaHa C IOMOIIbI0 PYHHOr0 00pa3oBaHus Ha [IpeBHEM
dyTapke.

ANXVMUK JOCTAJI CBOIO MAJIOUKy U MPOU3BEIT MAHUIYIISIMK C PYHAMH, OXPaHSIOIIUME JBEPD, TPEKIe
YeM MOBEPHYTHCS K MaThio: «f moOaBui Tebs B 3alIUTy IBEPU Ha OOHY Hememo. [IopTKIoY
npuBeneT TeOs B cam ¥ BepHET Te0s K TBOeH HCXOMHOM TouKe. Thl MOXKEeTe HCIIO0Ib30BaTh €r0 TOIBKO
B cafly, OCTaJIbHas YacTh JOMa 3alllUIleHa OT JI00EX (GOPM MarndyecKuX MyTeIleCTBUM, C KOTOPHIMHU S
CTAJIKWBAJICS B TPOUUIOM. TOIBKO CYIIECTBa, KOTOPEIE MOTYT OMOJIETh MOU 00€PETH, CIIOCOOHEI



npopBaThcs. UToOw BoMTH B BubnuoTeKy, Te6e HYKHO TOIBKO MOJ0XKUTb PYKY B CEPEOUHY
dbopMauuu, BOT Tak».

Korga ®naMens Mom0XKUI PYKY Ha IBePh, PYHB HA4aIl CBETUTHCS, ¥ IBEPh PACIaxHYyIach.
[TostBuach MKUPOKast KPyTiiasi KOMHATA, 10 BCell KOMHATe OBIJI0O pacCTaBIeHO MHOXKECTBO
IepeBSHHBIX T0JI0K. bubnuoTeka pa3aMepoM ImpuMepHo ¢ 0ubnroTeky XorsapTca. HeKoTOphle KHUTH
BHITJISIIEIIH IeHCTBUTEIPHO IPEBHUMH U HaXOMUINChH 3a CTEKJITHHOM BUTPUHOM IOl YapaMu
COXpaHeHUs. B 1leHTpe KOMHATHI CTOSJI CTOJ, PSIOOM C HUM HECKOJIbKO TaOypeToB, a Takxke
HECKOJIBKO TTTyO0KUX Kpeces sl yI0OHOT0 YTeHHUS.

«Hy, MHe ToHamoOuUTCs Henens I BCeX 9TUX KHUT», - TOHSJI M3ThI0, KOTTa yBUIEI KOJTUYECTBO
KHUT 3[IeCh, MHOTHE U3 HUX ObUIM €My He 3HAaKOMBL. ITO JeMCTBUTEIHHO MECTO MEYTHI Il TaKOT0
yesioBeKa, Kak oH, ['epMuoHa 003aBuoBanach Obl, eciiu OBl 3Hala, 4TO OH B 6ubnuoreke Hukomaca
Onamens. «MHe IpugeTcs e¥CTBOBaTh 30eCh 3O ()EKTUBHO, NHAYE S He CMOTY U3Y4YUTh BCe KHUTUY.

«JToOpo mMoKasoBaTh B MOIO IMUHYIO OHOIHOTEKY. 3a CTOJIETHS s COOpasl eyl KOJIIEKIHU0», -
00BSICHUTT aJIXUMHUK C CaMOLOBOJILHOM YXMBITIKOH, KOTOPas JeHCTBUTENIBHO pa3apaxKana MaThio.
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