"VI3BUHUTE, HO... YTO 9TO OBI/T0?" MalKJIl BEKJIMBO OTBeYaeT, HO KombepT 1erko pacmo3HaeT
npobemy.

"Xwm. UnocTtpanen? Kak ctpanHo... K c4acThio, 1 3Hal0 3aKJIMHaHNE BPEeMEeHHOr 0 IIOHUMaHus", -
6opMmoueT OH 1mpo cebst, a 3aTeM HapacIeB IMPOM3HOCUT 3aKIuHaHue. "[Iyxu mapyiTe map
TPUCTEMHCKOTO SI3bIKa", - MPOU3HOCUT OH, 2KE€CTOM yKa3bIBas I0COXOM Ha Malikia.

Ha KoHYMKe mocoxa BCIBIXMBAET CBET, cOMBasi MalKJa C TONKY, ¥ B ero rojoBe pa3maetcs *Click!*,
"Bay! 9t0 KpyTOii PoKyC... M, TH OOUH U3 TeX OONbHUYHBIX KIOYHOB?... [Togoxkau, a He 3HAUUT JIU
3TO, UTO g cMepTenbHO OojeH!?" - 6eccBsi3HO HOPMOUET OH B OTBET IIpodeccopy.

KonbepT KamnseT B TagoHb, YTOOH IPHBIIeYb BHUMaHue Matikia. TOT caguTcs Ha COCeIHIO0
KPOBaTh, TI0JI0KUB [TOCOX Ha KOJIeHU: "Mou U3BHHEHUS, MHE IIPOCTO HYKHO ObIJI0 TPOU3HECTH
3aKJIMHAHME TTePeBofia, YTOOHI BEI MOTJIM MEHS IOHSTh...".

"3aknuHaHue!? ITO YTO, KaKas-To myTKa?" 06BUHSET MalKJl, OTJISABIBASCh 110 CTOPOHAM B IIOMCKaX
Kamep.

KonbepT ycMexaeTcst ¥ KadaeT royioBoi: "Hert, g He my4y. [Toxoxke, Bbl TPUOBLIIN U3 JOBOJIBHO
OTHAJIEHHOTO MecTa, YTOOH He IIpU3HaBaTh CyleCTBOBAHKE Maruu... BO3M0OXHO, [aleKo Ha BOCTOKE,
B HEUCCJIe[JOBaHHHIX pernoHax? Ho cyns mo BaieMy BUAY, 5 OBl CKa3al, 4To Bh U3 Pomanuu".

Maiikn KadaeT romoBou: "HeuccnemoBaHHbIe PETHOHBI? He CIUIIIKOM 1 Cepbe3HO Thl OTHOCHIIIBCS K
arou urpe? Cnyuau, KaxkeTcsi, MEHSI COUII TPY30BUK... ITO BOOOIIe HacTosmas 60npHULA?"

KonbepT u3gan B30ox, MOHKMas, YTO C 3TUM MOJIOOLIM YeJI0BeKOM OyaeT cioxHee paboTaTh, YeM OH
nyman. "IIpocTute MeHs, 51 emé He mpenctaBuics. 9 XKau Konwbep, u s pabotaio mpodeccopom B
TpucTaHCKOM Maru4ecKou akafeMuu... Bel Begb 3HaeTe, rae 3To? Koponesctso Tpucreun?"

Peakmus Maiikia oOpbiBaeTcs, KOTHa OH y3HaeT UMeHa, KOTOphble Ha3Baj 3TOT YesloBek... 2KaH
Komnebep, mepcoHax aHuMe... TpucTaHcKas akageMus Maruu B ctpaHe Tpucteiti. OCHOBHOE MeCTO
OeUCTBUS aHUME...

XOIOOHBIN IIOT CTEKAET II0 er0 CIMHE, U OH He MOXKET He IIPOBEPUTh ThUIbHYI0 CTOPOHY CBOMX PVK,
B3[OXHYB C 00JIeTYEHNEM M3-3a OTCYTCTBUS PYH. " C-CKaXXUTe, 5 CIy4aiHO He OB IPU3BaH...
Bepuo?"

B rna3ax KonbepTa mosiBuiICS 3aMHTEePECOBaHHEIHN 0y1ecK: "[a, BBl OBIIM BRI3BAHbI T'OCIIOKOM
Banbepoii, HO Ballle COCTOSTHUE OBIJIO CIIMIIKOM OTIACHBIM, YTOOBI 3aBEPIIUTEL PUTYalL... Mory g
CIIPOCHUTH, OTKYyJa BaM 3TO U3BECTHO? Buepa BHI, KaxKeTcs, He ObUIM B CO3HAHUU", - CIIpPAllIMBaEeT OH.

['maza Maiikila pacIIupPsIIOTCS, a POT 3aKPHIBAETCS, HE JKeJlasl BhIJaBaTh HUKAKUX CEKPETOB, €CITH OH
NEeNCTBUTEILHO OB B "TaKOK" CUTyalUH... "933... [I[pocTo UHTYHULIKS, 5 10ojaraio... B MoEM w-
CO00IIECTBE PacCKa3bIBAIOT UCTOPUH O TOM, KaK IIPOUCXOMOST OJ00HbIE BEIIH..."

KonbepT KuBaeT: "XM, BaM NPUAETCS paccKa3aTh MHe 0oJibie 00 3TUX UCTOPHUIX, KOTa y Hac OymeT
BpeMsd... A TIOKa 4 TakK U He y3HaJI Balllero UMeHun".

"M-Maiik...", - TOBOPUT OH, IPUCJIOHUBIINCH K CIMHKE KPOBaTH, - "VI3BUHUTE, HO... MOT'y 1 HEMHOT0
noOBITH ONUH? MHe Hy?KHO HEMHOT'0 BpeMeHU", - CIIpallliBaeT OH.



KonbGepT KuBaeT u BCTaeT, Opocasi YepHYI0 KHUTY Ha KPOBATh M JKECTOM yKa3hIBasl Ha COCEIHUM CTYII:
"Bartra ogexma Obljla CIIMIIKOM ITOBpeXOeHa, YTOOB BOCCTAHOBUTD €€, MaXKe C IIOMOIITbIO
MHOTOYHCJIEHHBIX 3aKTMHAHUM. [109TOMy aKageMus pelrusa 06ecrednTh Bac OlexKO0i Ha BpeMs
Balero npedLBaHUs".

"C-cnacu60." MaMKi ycreBaeT BHIOXHYTh, Korfa Komb0epT BEIXOOUT, OCTABIISAS €r0 II0Ka OOHOTO.

Maiik1 MefJIeHHO IIOAHUMAaETCSI C KPOBaTH U KpacHeeT, KOrfa IIOHUMaeT, YTO OH Tojbii... OH
HajJleBaeT IIPefOoCTaBIEeHHYIO ONeXK Iy, HO TIOHMMAET, YTO OHa 0OJIbIle IM0X0XKa Ha "MOCTONHEIe
JIOXMOTbS", 4eM Ha 4To-1ubo eire... OH He oOpalljaeT BHUMaHUS Ha CBOIO IOCAAy U IMOAXOOUT K
OnuKauieMy OKHY, He B CUJIaX OCTAHOBUTh CBOM B3TJISA/, KOTHA BUAUT aKaflEeMUIO.

"Ia... 4 ompefenieHHO He CIUTIO...", - 6OPMOYET OH Ipo ce0si, He B CUjlax MMOBEPUTH, UTO €T0 Pa3yM
criocobeH COTBOPUTH HEUTO MOAO0OHOE.

Maruyeckast akageMus TpucTeliHa OblJla CAaMBIM JIYYIIIMM MECTOM [JI U3Y4YEHUsT MaTruy Ha
KOHTHHeHTe Xankeruuusi. OHa GoIbIle TOX0OAKIa Ha KPEIoCTh, YeM Ha JII00YI0 APYTYIO KO, O
KOTOPOH 3Hasl MaiKI1, HOo BCE paBHO Oblyla BIEYATIISTIA.

Cama akapemus umesna GpopMy OOJBINON TeHTarpaMMbl, CTEHBI OXBaThIBAIM Kpas, a Ha KaXKOoul TOYKe
BO3BHIIIANNCE O0mbiKe OamHu. B 11eHTpe BO3BhIIIaNach MacCUBHas OalllHs, HEBEPOSITHO BEICOKAs, HO
IIPU 9TOM JIOCTATOUHO TOJICTasi, YTOOBI B HEHM MOTJIM PA3MECTUThCS BCE CTY[EHTHI.

Mexny OalltHe! ¥ CTeHAMM PACIoiarajuCh POCKOIIHEIE 3eJIeHbIe Cafbl, CO3IaHHbIe [T TOTO, YTOORI
CTYIEeHTH MOTJIX OTHOXHYTh B CBOOOIHOE OT y4eOrl BpeMsi... Cegac OBITIO YTPO, X OH YBUOET, YTO
MHOTHE CTyIeHTH COOpanuch B cafy, YTOOI BHIIUTD Yal0, IPOBOMIS BPEMS C HEOOBIYHBIMHU
CyllleCTBaMU, KOTOPEIe, KaK MaWKJI MOT TIPENOI0XKUTh, ObLIA UX PaMUTTbIPaMU.

"Cpasnb rocnogss, 1 B anuMe "Familiar of Zero"... YepT!" - BOCKNIUKHYI OH, CJIerKa IIHYB KaMEeHHYIO
CTeHy B 3HaK CBOEr0 HEBE3EHUS.

ET0o emyHCTBEHHEIH IIIAHC Ha IEPEPOXKOEHNE, ¥ OH OKa3kBaeTcs 37mech? Kak oguH U3 caMbIX ClTa0BIX
IIPOTArOHKUCTOB 3a BCIO UCTOPHI0? KOTOPEIM, BO3MOXKHO, ABIAETCS CAMBIM XyAIIUM IIPOTAarOHUCTOM B
uctopun? JI1000BHBIN MHTEPEC KOTOPOT'0 HACTOIHKO KECTOKHM, YTO OHa OyKBabHO 00CTpeInBaeT
€ro Cjay4aHbIMU B3pbIBaMu!?

U TyT ero ocenser... "4 B monHOU 3agHULE..."

Maiik He IPeOCTaBIIs, KaK eMy YAaCTCS BHIXKUTh, Beflb B aHuMe CaiiTo OyKBalIbHO IIPUIIIOCH
ITPOTHUBOCTOSTh aPMUU U3 MATUAECSATH THICSIY COJIAAT, OYOYYH, IO CyTH, OOBIYHEIM YEJIOBEKOM C
HeOOIbIIUMHU CTIOCOOHOCTSIMHU... He ToBOps yKe 0 ToM, Kak CaiiTo yMyAPHUIICS BBIXKUTH ITOCIIE
B3PBIBOB, BBIMYIIEHHEIX JIyn30# B yop B AuIl0... OHM ObITA CIIOCOOHHI Pa3pyIINTh KAMEHHBIE CTEHHL. ..
3HAYUT, Y TOTO MapHs JOJIXKEeH OBl OBITH CMEXOTBOPHBIM MarnieCKui UMMYHUTET UJIM CyMacIle/ast
BBIHOCJIUBOCTE...

Ecnu Maiiki nefCTBUTEIbHO 3aHsI MecTo CaliTo, TO y HEro He ObIJIO HU Marvuu, HU MOAEPKKYU, HU
craTtyca... He ToBops yX&ke 0 TOM, YTO BeCh MUP OyKBaJIbHO IEPKUTCS Ha Inedax Maiikina... OT
TUPAHUYECKUX IIpaBUTENIeH 10 TereHJapHbIX IPaKOHOB, KOTOPhIe SKOOB MOTJIM YHUYTOXKUTEL MUD...

WTO BBEIZKHJI TOJILKO IIOTOMY, UTO CHJI TOB bIJIa C HUM... B meHCTBUTENbHOCTH, 3TOT IIapeHb
Carto OJILKO II0TO 0 cuja "3arosopa" OLL1Ia C B meiic e ocC 9TOT IIape
yMmep Obl, KaK TOIBKO CTONKHYJCS ¢ PyKe. ITa CyKa MOrJjia BHI3BaTh U KOHTPOJIMPOBATh rojieMa
pa3mMepoM ¢ GalllHio, KOTOPBIM MOT 0ECKOHEYHO PETEHEePUPOBATh CBOE TEJIO...



H06aBbTe K 3TOMY TOT (DAKT, 9TO Mankn y2K€e MHOTI'O JIET HE CMOTPEJI " Familiar of Zero", u BH
p
IIOJIYy4HUTE penerT KaTaCTpO(bBI!

" Yppprx! IToueMy 3TO IPOMCXOAUT CO MHOU?" - DOPMOYET OH, YAAPASACH IOOM O CTEHY.
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