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Bo Bpems llepemMoHuy HacmeqoBaHust Ben BHE3AMHO BHITALIVIT KUHKAIT U MOMBITAICS YHUYTOXHUTD
Maru4eckKuil KaMeHb [IpeBHEro gpakoHa.

HecmoTtps Ha To, 4To P3ii Opocusics K HeMy, KaK TOJIBKO 3aMETHJT 3T JelCTBUS, Marudyeckoe KOIIhe
yIapuio BCeTro B IIare nepef TeM, Kak Ben Bomeéen B fuana3oH Kockl cMepTH.

OH MHCTUHKTUBHO IIOYYBCTBOBAJI OIIACHOCTD OT CJIOB Bejla 1 pe3Ko CMeCTus CBOE Tefo. M BCE paBHO
Marvdeckoe KOIb€, KOTOPOe YOapuyIo C3aAy, CUIBHO IIOBIUAIO Ha Pas.

K cuacTthio, Ha Pae OblT Maruueckuii mpegMeT, [IpakoHbst MaHTus. C IIepBOTo B3TJIsa OHa
BBITJIsIIe/Ia OOBIYHOM MAaHTHEH, HO Ha CaMOM [IeJie 3TO OB IpeaMeT CaMOI'0 BLICOKOTO KaueCTRa,
CIIMTas U3 IBYX CIIOEB OPAKOHLEN KOXKMU MTOBEPX [IpaKOHbel demryu. MaHTus o6nafana OqHOU U3
CaMo¥ BHICOKO¥M Maru4eckoy u ¢Gu3nyecKoy 3amuTol. E€ 3ammTa Obs1a HaMHOTO O0JIbIlle, YeM Y
mocriexoB. biaropmapst ueMy, He IIPOX30IIIIO TOT'O, YTO KOMbE IMIPOH3UIIO Pasi.

«YepT, g-uTo!?»

XoTs mazke eclii OHO He BOIIJIO B €0 TeJI0, Yoap HUKAK Hellb3s ObII0O MPOUTHOPUpPOBaTh. Y Pai,
B3MaxHyB Kocoii cMepTH, II0TepsjI paBHOBECHE U3-3a UMITYJIbCA.

[Tpu 3TOM, OH BCE PABHO HE yIIajl, BEPOSITHO, U3-3a KpalHe BHICOKUX QU3NUYECKUX CIIoCOOHOCTEN Past
OH cyMeJ ycTosiTh. Korpa Paii Ha pedekce OTNIsHYJICS, Ha ero riasa nonasncs KiocTe, 3anyCTUBIINI
B HETO KOIIBE.

«Cat!»
«Ypypypypy~"!»
CST OTBETHUJI Ha HpI/ISBIB PS?I U TIOIIBITAJICA LIaHaHYTI: KOT'TSAIMHU CO CTOpOHbI...

«Het, rocrmopusn Pait! Ecnu KiocTe ceiiyac mOKMHET Marudyeckoe o0Opa3oBaHue, TO 1epeMOHUs EneHb
IIJI0X0 3aKOHYUTCS ! »

«Ty, Cat!»

«Ypypy~!»

Bo3MoXkHO, moOHUMas To, 4ero xoTej Paii, CaT mpeKpaTul aTaky U BOUXHYN KiocTe oOpaTHO B
oOpa3oBaHue, yoepKuBasi, YTOOLl TOT He JBUTAJICS.

Y6enuBmrch B 9TOM, Paii cCHOBa KUHYJICA K Beny...
«[To30HSK MeTaTbCsI».

C BBICMeEUMBalOIIel YXMBIIKOM Ha ycTax Ben 6e3 Koyme6aHui yoapuia MaruiecKuii KaMeHb, KOTOPHIi
ymeHbIInICS yxke Ha 70%.

«OCTaHOBUUCH!»
C kpukoMm Paii B3maxHyn Kocol cMepTH, Jaxe 3Hasi, YTO OH HE yCIIEeT...

«Omn-éu. OmacHo, 0YeHb OIIACHO».



Ben Hanéc yoap KHH2KAJIOM I10 MarnieCKOMY KaMHIO, Pa3PYIUIXUB €TI0, a 3aTEM OTIIPBEITHYJI Ha3a[,
YTOOBI HEMHOT'O OTOUTH OT Pasi.

«Bemn!»

«Jla He opu THL. [laxe MHe He IIOHPaBUJIOCh TO, YTO NIPUIIIOCH CAeNaTs. ... OgHaKo, Kakas XKajloCTh.
OT0 OblNla eIMHCTBEHHAS HaflekKAa CIacTd KOpoJieBCTBO MupeaHa. Teneps HEBO3MOXKHO OymeT
CIIPaBUTHCA C BeCTUUCKOU UMIIepUEN».

Pait cTucHyn 3y0rl, moka Ben GoniTan ¢ MUPOKOU yIBIOKOM.
«KcraTy, Tebe cienyeT OTISHYTHCS>.

Pait Ha MrHOBeHHUe 00epHYycs. CKopee BCero, H3-3a TOTO, YTO IepeMOHusT Obl/la HaCUILHO IIpepBaHa
Ha II0JIOBUHE, OH yBUe, 4To Aa, KiocTe...n maxe EfleHa moTepsiiv CO3HAHKE U PYXHYIIH IPSIMO B
00pa30BaHUSX.

Y3peB 3Ty CUTYalluIio, OH KPEIIKO CXKaJl PyYKY KOIIbSI.

(Ycmoxkotica. IIpsimo ceiidac mydiire cobpaTh nHGOPMaIKio, 4eM yOuBaTh €ro.)
[TogymaB mpo ce6si, OH YCIIOKOUJI CBOE OyIIyIolee cepale.

«...ITouemy?»

«H 310 BCE, UTO TeOSI MHTEPECYET?»

Pait u Ben. Ben o6magan npeBOCXOAHBIME CIIOCOOHOCTSIMY, KaK BOP, HO C TOUKU 3PEHUS YUCTON
6oeBoli cuinel Ben He Mor cpaBHUTHCA ¢ PaeM. HecMoTps Ha 3T0, Ha ero ryba urpana yisl0Ka, OH
TEIOUTICS TaK, CJIOBHO HacJaxpascs 3a6aBHEIM IIPEICTaBIeHUEM.

C HEKOTOPBIM COMHEeHUEM Paii TPoOoJIzKKI pa3roBop, cTapasich cobpaTh 60Jbille CBENEHUIH.
«Tol ke uneH Primapeit Enensl? Y BCE ke, ToYeMy TH IPUIIET CIOfla U IIpedan ee?»

«A THI KaK OyMaellb?»

«He HyHO 0TBEYaTh BOIIPOCOM Ha BOIIPOC».

Bym~, Pau yrpoxarouie B3MaxHyn Kocou.

«O1i-0H, ecly MBl HaYHEM CpaKkaThCs, Y MeHs U IIaHCOB TO He Oymet. JlagHo, oTBeuy 5. Hy, a TH Kak
OyMaellb, toyeMy g npepan Emeny?»

«Ecmu x0opoI11o mofymMaTh 0 BEPOSITHBIX IPUYKHAX - THI IIePEIIEN Ha CTOPOHY becTuiickoi uMnepun».

«Hy, 9T0 TOIBKO II0JI0BMHA IIPaBAbl. BEpHBIM OTBET - HE TOJIBKO 51, HO U BEChb MO [IOM IIepeEMETHYIICI
Ha CTOPOHY BecTuickou uMnepun».

«...TBou mom? CorymacHO TOMY, UTO S CJIbIIIAJ, TBOM JOM TaKxXKe OTHOCUTCS K apUCTOKpaTuu, BepHo? K
TOMY K€, V¥ Bac 01u3Kue OTHOLIeHUs ¢ repuoroM Kpebernewm, riaBHOi QUrypoii Bo Gpakiuu
apUCTOKPATUM, BTOPOU 10 BeIUUKUHE (PpaKIuy 1mociie Gpakuu KOPOs».

«BepHsak. Ho MOu MOTHBEI II0Ka YTO B CTOPOHY, MO OTell He BEPUT, UTO KOPOJIEBCTBO MupeaHa



MOZKET COIlepHUYaTh C becTuiickoir uMmnepuei. [I1s 3TOro eCTb HECKOJIbKO IPUYKH, HO caMas
rJlaBHas - TEXHOJIOTHU. [IyMato, Tl CbIlIal OT EjeHbl, KOrga MbI AOLIIHA A0 AnTaps Haciaenus, X0Th 1
B YIIPOILEHHON MaHepe, HO becTuiickas uMmepus Bocco3pasa LlepeMoHuI0 HacleloBaHus, U
HECKOJIbKO 4Y€eJIOBEK yKe HUCIBITAU e€. A, KCTaTH, COJIAAT, YTO IIPOLIIY lIePEMOHUIO, Ha3hIBAIOT
‘[leMOHMYECKHE CONOATH . ... BCE mpocTo».

«I€eMOHHYECKHe CONAaTh. Tak Bbl PEIIXJIH, YTO IIAHCOB [JIs ITO0EOHl HET, U OTCTYIIUIN».

«Ha. Hy, TakoBO MHEHUE MOEr0 0TLa, 1 APYrou».

Ben mpomoikun 00bsICHEHUS C YIIBIOKOH.

«B TakoM ciydae, moueMy THI CTaJl lipefaTeeM? Pa3Be TH He JaBHO 3HAKOM C EneHou?»

«3T0 pma. [Ipormio oKoJio IATH JEeT C TeX Iop, Kak s npucoefuHmics K PriapsiM repuora Kepebensi».

«Ecmu BRI Tak [JONITO KUJIK OPYT C IPYTOM, HOKHEI BeOb ObITh KaKKe-TO 4yBCTBa. TeM 0ojiee, YTO THI
ellle ¥ CIyXKHIlIb OXpaHou EneHbI».

«Ara, TH He ommbaemscsa. OgHAKO...»
Kak TonbKO OH IIPOU3HEC 9TH CJIOBa, YIEI0Ka Bena BHe3amHO H3MEHMIIACE.

Ecnu Ha coBax, TO ero ynbibKa g0 cux mop Oblla pafloCcTHOM, a ceiiyac OHa CTajla YXMBLUIKON
6e3yMiia.

«41 mpocTo myMar, YTo MPUSTHO yOUBaTh Mofel u3 becTuiickoi uMNepuu, SIBNIIsACh YaCThiO
KopoJieBCcTBa MupeaHa. Ho y yenoBeka Ha cTOpoHe BecTuiickoit umMmnepuu 00Jbie BO3MOXKHOCTEN
[ yOuucTBa».

«CapucT-youiia».

«0? A MHe HpaBUTCS 3TO Npo3Bulle. [a, moxanyi, B OyayiieM Oyay ucronb3oBaTh ero. Ben Ceuns,
cagucT-youiina».

«...OTO He MOE [IeJi0, HO UTO BECEJIOT0 B YOUICTBE JIIONen?»

Pait cam yOun Bcex usieHoB TEMHOM HOYM BO BpeMs mTypMa AepeBHUA OPKOB. [Jaxke BO BpeMs TecTa
Ha MOBHIIIIEHNE PaHTra OH yOuBan 6aHAKUTOB. TeM He MeHee, OH UX YOUJI TOJIbKO IMTOTOMY, YTO 3TO OBIIO
Heob6xomuMo. OH HUKOTHAa He YyBCTBOBAJI YOOBOJIbCTBUS OT yOUiCTBa iofeii. [109TOMY, OH HEe MOT
IIOHSITh YeJI0BeKa Imepe HUM.

«A? 3T0 Beceno. [IpUKOHYXTH KOTO-TO CBOMMU PYKaMH, TPUKACATLCI K UX KOXKe, pe3aTh e€ U Ux
n710Th. KpUKY, KOTOPEIE OHU U3[AI0T, KOTAa Thl BThIKAEIlb HOX B KUBOT'0 YeJIOBEKa U JIOMaelllb
KocTu! A U110, Ha KOTOPOM NIPOSBIIIEeTCA UX OTYassHUe, KOT[a THl BhIpPEe3aellb UX OpraHsl U
TIOKa3bIBAellh UM UX XKe JIETKue! ... MMM, He MOry OOJIbIIe».

«...91 ©OUOT, pa3 Perus NOTOBOPUTH C TICUXOM».

«[Icux... HE CTOUT TaK XBaMuUTh MeHs. KoHeuHO, Tebe HHTEePECHO, TToueMy Okl MHE OBITH C UMIIEPUEN.
Kak g yxke roBopui, TaM eCTh TEXHUKA A7 CO3TaHMUs JeMOHUYECKUX congat. 1 9710 He
HU3KOYPOBHEBas TEXHOJIOTHS C BEICOKMM IIPOIIEHTOM IIpOBaja, KakK 34ech, B KOPOJIeBCTBe MupeaHa, a
TEXHOJIOTHS C BEICOKKMM IIPOLIEHTOM ycmexa. Eciu 1 TaMm cTaHy [JeMOHUYECKUM COJIAaTOM, KaKue
crtoco0HOCTH 5 3amoiy4y? CMOTY /I 51 paCTBOPUTH UejIi0BeKa CHUIIbHOM KUCIOoTOoU? O, TOUHO, ellfe ecTh



IIyIasnblia, Kak y U3yMpygHEIX BOJIKOB. XOTS 3TO HE CHJIBHO YBJIEKATEIbHO, HO TAKKe MOXKHO
U3MEHHUTHL Pa3Mep Tena, Kak ¥ CIpurraH... HeT, BOSMOXKHO, He TaK YK U IJI0X0 OyOeT HaclIaguThCs
OTHasTHUEM Ha JIUIlE, €CJIU IPUTBOPUTHCS MaJeHbKUM PeOEHKOM, YTOOB MPUONIU3UTHCS K HUM, a
3aTeM IIPEBPATUTHLCS B TUTAHTa IIPSIMO IIepef HUMU».

«OH, onpefieIEHHO, TICUX».

BopMmoua, oH r1siHy Ha Oecco3HarenbHoro Kiwocre, kotoporo CaT mo mpexXHeMy yoepKuBall, Tak Ha
BCSIKUU CIIy4dau.

«Hrtak, uto TH coenai ¢ Kocte?»
«M? KrocTe Befib C caMOTro Hayajla HeHaBUIel Tebst, BEPHO?»

«...9TOT TyT HU IIpu 4éM. HecOMHEHHO, OH He[l0/t00IMBal WU faXkKe HeHaBuzen MeHsA. OgHAKO ero
m000Bb U yBaxKeHUe K EneHe HaMHOTO 60JIbIlle, YeM HENPHUSA3Hb KO MHeE. [[yMaelrb, OH Ol moMeIart
TOMY, KTO HallaJl Ha PYroro 4ejoBeka, KOTOPBIM MOT IPUYUHUTE Bpen Enene?»

Xots KiocTe o KocTel mpe3upat u oTBepras Pasi, yBaxkeHUe, KOTOpoe OH IPosBisii K Enewne, 6510
UCTUHHBIM. BO3MO0KHO, 3TO ObI/Ia JTI000Bb, UIX OH IPOCTO OBII IPUBJIEYEH €€ CIaBOM, KaK
[TpuHIlECCH-TEHepasa, U TOTOMY YTO OHa OblJla TaKxXKe IeHTPaIbHOM GUrypoi ¢ppakimuu
apucTtokpaTtuu, Paii He 3Han. Ho OH He COMHEBAJICS, YTO ero yBaxkeHue Obljla HacToAmKM. Eciu 66
He 9T0, CKOpee BCeTo, K 9ToMy MoMeHTY KiocTe yxke Ovi1 paccedéH Kocoil cMepTH.

«fcHo, sicHOo. HeoxunaHHO. XOTs BE HEB3/IIOOMIN APYT APYTa, TH BCE PaBHO BEPHIb B Hero. [lai-Ka
g1 HaMekHy Tebe. UTo BOT 3T0~?!»

['oBopS, OH mocTas OYTEUIKY C BOLOM U3 CYMKHU Ha TaJluu.
Korpa Pait 3ametun 3Ty 6yTHUIKY, OH KOe-4TO IPUIIOMHUIL.

Pa3Be oH He BuOeN, Kak Ben nepegasan 6yTHIIKY ¢ Bomo# KiocTe, KOTOPBIN MUIT U3 HEE HECKOIBKO
pas moce BXoda B TaHXK?

«TBI UCIIOJIB30BAJI KAKOE-TO Marunyeckoe 3eJibe?»
[Tpo6opmoTan Pait, HO BHYTPH OBIIT 03afayeH.
(4 momHI0, uTO Ben nepenasan OyTrinKy Kiocte. Ho B To Bpemst Ben u caM nun u3s Hee€.)

«Mowu II0O3OpaBJIEHUs, 3TO BepHBIIZ oTBeT! Kak TH u cKa3as, KiocTe cTan CTPAHHBIM, BHIIIUB 3TO
BOJIIIEOHOE 3€JIhe».

«Ho, TH XKe ToXe [0IXKeH OB MUTh U3 3TOU OYTHIIKHU?»
«A, Tak TH 00paTun BHUMaHKUe. Pa3Be He 3HaEIllb, YTO €CTh MIPOTUBOSIAUS OIS Maru4eCKux 3eJIui?»
«Tak Tl MaHUIIyIUPOBan KiocTe, Ipy 9TOM 3eJibe He BIIUSIO0 Ha CAMOT0O Te0S».

«Ara. 4 mpocTo 3acTaBun KiocTe BEIIUTH 3€7be, Be[lb S HUYero He MOT'Y CIesaTh, eCIIH YeJI0BeK
TIO[ICO3HATEIbHO 0TKa3kiBaeTcss. OH caM MHTYUTHUBHO MOJIXKEH XKeJjaTh Yero-To, Kak B MePBHIH pas,
KOTTa 5 OTHaj eMy IIpuka3. Hy, s He myMmai, uTo 6ecco3HaTeIbHast HEHABUCTh KiOCTe 0 OTHOIIEHHIO
K TeOe OblTa HACTOJIBKO OTPOMHOM».



Poaa~!

Pait 3amaxnyncsa Kocolt cMepTu. PEB 9X0M IpOIIENICS IO KOMHATe, KOTia CKOPOCTh KOCHL paccekya
BO3IYX.

«39TOr0 OOCTATOYHO, 3aTKHUCH. ClyIiasi TBOIO HCTOPHIO, ECTh TOIHKO OOUH BHIOOD».
«X™? Trl momKeH yOUTh MEHS 0O TOTo, Kak g cb6ery B BeCTHICKyI0 UMIIEPHIO, IOTOMY YTO S OTIaCeH?»

Pa3Be 3T0 He ecTeCTBEHHO?, - Ka3aJloCh, UMeJ B BUAy Bej, Korga 3agasan Bonpoc Pato, HO Pau
II0Kay4aJl TOJI0BOM.

«HeT, MHe BCc€ paBHO. [IpoCTO TBOIt BUJI 3aCTaBIIsieT MEHS YyBCTBOBaTh ce0s HEKOMGOPTHO. BoT
noueMy s yObio Te0s 3meck! BeTpsiHoe ne3pue!»

9T0 OBLI CAMEIH JIETKHME HABHIK B aCCOPTUMEHTe KOCH cMepTH, KpoMe TOTO0, CHJIa HaBhIKa Oblla
IOBOJILHO OOJIBIIOMN.

Koca cmepTu onyctunaces Ha Bena, paccekast BO3OyX.

Hab6momas 3a npubnuxxkeHreM CMePTH OT KOCH, Bes mo-npexuemMy 6€3yMHO JIEIOUCS. ..
«4ro!?»

910 npousHec He Bern ... a Paut.

Paii He0CO3HAHHO BOCK/IMKHYJI, TS HA Bena. Brinu pa3opBaHbl KaKMe-TO SPKO GHOTIETOBHIE
1IyTanblia, KOTOPHIE OSIBUIUCH, YTOOB 3a0710KMPOBaTh yaap Pas.

KoHYMKHM IIyTaabIeB, MHITAIOIIMXCS OCTAaHOBUTL BeTpsiHOM pa3pes, ObIIM OTCeUEeHE U CPa3y ylaau
Ha 3emti0. OOHAKO APYyTHe TYT Ke 3aHUMaJIi UX MeCTO, YTOOH 3aiuTUTh Bena. UcToyHUKOM
mynasner OblJT BHYyTPEeHHUM KapMaH KoxKaHoU OpoHu Bena.

«Axaxaxaxa. O4eHb IJI0X0. ITO Marudyeckoe co3gaHue, CO3TaHHOe alXUMUKaMy UMIIEPUN A1
oxpaHbl. BymeT TpymHO pa3o6paThCst C 9TUM MAJIBIM, €CIIU Y Te0ST CIIUIIKOM MaJjio CHJI».

Bern ¢ HacMelKo¥ ocMOTpen Ha Pas.

B ero riasax oTpaxaoch H3BpalIEHHOE YOOBOILCTBHE, IOTOMY YTO CHUIBHBIN YeJIOBEK Iepeld HUM
CKOpO CTaHeT XKepTBoM yOUKCTRa.

Ho...
«U aT0?»

OH He OB COUT C TOJNKY MM B IaHUKe. Ha KpaliHe CTIOKOMHEIN OTBET BeJl HeIOBOJIbHO HAXMYPHUJI
OpoBH.

«O uéMm 310 TH? TBOM aTaku He MOTYT OOCTHYb ME€H{, ITOYEMY ThI TAdK CIIOKOEH?»

«Hy ma, MOM aTakKy HUKAK He MOBIUSIY Ha Te0s. Ho THI, KaXKeTCs, 3alaMsIToBajl. Y MEHS eCTh He
TOJIBKO TOT HABHIK, YTO ThI 3a0/10KUpPOBai. Kpome TOro... axke eciny MOU aTakKu He3a(pPEeKTUBHEI, TO
JKe KacaeTcs ¥ TBOMX aTak. Jlaxe ecnu KiocTe Haman Ha MeHs U3 3aCafhbl, s He TOIyYUT HUKaKuX
paH. Tel HamMHOTO crnabee KiocTe, 1 4TO TH Gymemb genaTh?»



«H BOpsIMb, HO 3TO He 00s3aTeIbHO TaK. Thl Bedb 3alIUTUIICS OT HamageHue KiocTte 61arogapst cBoen
MaHTHU? ECnu fa, TO MHe TPOCTO HAHO LETUTHCS B JTUI0 M KOHEYHOCTH, YTO HE MTPUKPHITHI
MaHTHE».

OH mocTasn KMHXKaJs u3-3a nasyxu. Cyas 1mno ¢GpuoseToBOMYy JIe3BUI0, 3TO OBUT He OOBIYHBIN KUHKA.

«S1MOBUTHINM HOXK. DTO BLICOKOYPOBHEBHEIM Marn4yeckui npeaMet. OH o61afiaeT MpeBOCXOAHEIM
3bdeKTOM: ecly faxe IPOCTO MollapanaTk, Teao 6yaeT mapaan30BaHO MIPUMEPHO MMHYT... CMOXKeIllb
JIA Tl IPOTUBOCTOSATH 3TOMY, Paii?»

«OTNIMYHO, TH CKa3aJjl, YTO 3TO MOIIHBEIM Maru4yeCcKuii IpeaMeT, OH BCE PaBHO MOBNUSET Ha MEHH,
€CJIY TIollaparnaTh MO€E JIUI0, PYKH UM HOTH. [Ipexke BCero, Thl CUMTaEIllb, YTO MOXKEIh CPaXKaThCs
Co MHOU B OuKHeM 6010? C TBOUM JIyKOM HJTM KMHKAJIOM, Thl ClIoCOOeH aTakKoBaTh TOJIBKO C 3afiHEN
JIMHWHU, HO ceiidyac Te0sg HEKOMY IPUKPHIBaTh. Thl COOMpaembCcsi OCTaBUTh 3TO Ha IIyTajbiia?»

Paii cripoBonupoBan Bena, SICHO yKa3aB Ha ero cj1aboCTs.

Tem He MeHee, Ben coxpaHsin CBOIO YIIBIOKY, KOra ciyinas Pas.

«[a, THl IpaB. Torga, MHE IPOCTO HY2KHO CO3[aTh aBaHTrapa».

[Ilenk~, - Ben menkuyn nansliaMu. ...

«Ypypy~!»

[Tocneiiancss B3BOJTHOBAHHBIYA KpUK C3Ta, U P3ll cpa3y OTHPHITHY B CTOPOHY.

B cnepyioiee MrHOBeHME YTO-TO TPOMYAJIOCh TaM, I'ie cTosn Paii. M korga Pait u3bexkan sToro, aTo
YTO-TO IIPOILJIO MUMO HETr0 U BCTaJlo MEXAy HUM U BesoMm.

«...Krocte».
Buumanwue! ITOT mepeBon, BO3MOXKHO, €I1é He TOTOB.

Ero crartyc: mepeBoj] pemakTHPyeTCst
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