- J... 3cTepT?

®onpmust mocMOTpes BHU3 Ha MepK C olllapalleHHEIM BhIpaXkeHueM Ha nuile. HecMoTps Ha TO, 4TO OH,
O4YeBUOHO, CIbIIIAN MepK, OH He MOT IIOHSITh, YTO OHa TOBOPUIIA.

- 9crepr... Actept? Kak ToT Sctept? [Tomoxkaourte cekyHay. ITo 6e3ymue. CaMbIil CUITbHBIH
(hexToBaJbIIMK, KOTOPOTO S 3HA0, ICTEPT, CTapIle U Bhille. HauHeM ¢ TOro, YTO OH IapeHb!
- [Toyuemy MO¥ MO - TOCTIEAHEE, YTO Tl YIIOMUHAENIb?!

Ho aTo 6rlta He emuHCTBEeHHas npobieMa. B KoHIle KOHIIOB, MepK Oblla APYTrof BO BCEX

OTHOIIIEHUSIX. BKIo4asa ee pacy, a TakK¥ke I107I. Bpra}KeHI/Ie nuna ®onguu OBIIIO IIyCTHIM, KdK 6y1:[T0
OH He MOT ITIOBEPHUTHL B TO, YTO BHUOEII.

- 91, Acrapg... Yto c He¥ Takoe? 1 He MOTY IPENCTaBUTh, YTO OHA JIKET, YUYUTHIBAsI, YTO OHa C TOOOH,
1 BCe Xe...

donpusa coenan war Ha3af ¥ CIpocuil Actapaa, OTIYCTUB PYKy Mepk.

AcTapq, ¢ Opyroi CTOPOHHI, IIPOCTO CKPECTHUII PYKHU Ha TPYAX U NIPUCIIOHUNICS K CTeHe, IIpefnoaras,
YTO OH HEe UMEET K 9TOMY HUKAKOTr0 OTHOIIeHUs. OH, O-BUIUMOMY, PEIIUII XPAHUTh MOTYaHUE U
XKIaTh, YTOOBI IOCMOTPETh, KaK OyOyT pa3BUBATHCS COOBITHS.

- l'epout. {1 Mory oHATH TBOE 3aMellaTesIbCTBO. [laXke S caM He MOT' CMUPUTHCS C 3TUM [I0 HE[JaBHET0
BPEMEHH.

- Yeprt! THl gake roBOpHUILb Tak ke, Kak OH! Ho OcTepT HUKaK He MOT IIPEBPaTUTLCS B TAKyIO
MOJIOTYIO [IEBYIIKY...

- 9TO HOPMAJbHO, €CITA Thl MHE HE BEPHIIb, HO CHAvalla MOCIyIIal, 4To 5 MOIKEeH CKa3aTh. ECTh Koe-
YTO, YTO 5 X0TeN Tebe CKa3aTh.

- A? Yto at0? - Cnpocun Qonpgus, IOHATUSA He UMes, 4TO MepK IIbTasack eMy cKa3aTb. Mepk IpocTo
IIOCMOTpeJia Ha HeTr0 ¥ HU3KO MOKJIOHUIACH.

- [Tpoctu, T'epoit. 9 ocTtaBun Te0s C TIKETIEIM OPpEMEHEM.

- ...7 O yeM THI TOBOPULIL?

Korpa ®onpgus yBupes, Kak Mepk IIOKJIOHUIACE, OH IIOTEPSII fap Peyu.

®onmust gomxkeH Ol GPOCUTHCS BIepe[, YTOOH co30aTh Opelrsh Bo BpeMs: (puHaIbHOM GUTBH C
®anbrapo. OpHako BMecTo QoNnguy MPUMaHKON CTal ICTEPT, YYBCTBYS, YTO 3TO OBITIO YMECTHO.



B pe3ynbraTe ACTepTy yoanochk oTBiedys BHuMaHue ®anbrapo ot ®onguu, mo3BoauB ®onguu HaHECTH
3aBeplIalomui yaap. B KoHIle KOHLIOB JCTepT yMep 6e3 coxXaeHu!, HeCMOTPS Ha CBOE
CaMOII0KePTBOBAHUE.

B To e BpeMs OH MOJTHOCThI0O UTHOPHPOBa yyBcTBa ®omauu. TOT OCTAICS B KUBHIX ¥ €My ObLITO
IOBEPEHO Oyaylllee MUpa TEM Ke YeJI0BEKOM, Ha KOTOPOT'0 OH HaMePeBaJICS BO3JIOXKUTh Ty XKe
00s13aHHOCTD. ®onmusi, HOMKHO OBITE, OBLT OITYCTOIIEH 3THUM.

B To BpeMsi IcTepT OB TaK MOTJIONUIEH CBOMMHU MBICJISIMH, YTO Haxe He nogyMain 06 aToM. OfHaKo,
IIepepPOOUBIIKCE B MepK 1 CHOBA MPOKKB XKU3Hb pe0eHKa, a TaK¥kKe IOTEePsIB TOPOroro

npyra 'aHaHa ¥ BIOCJIEICTBUY IOIBEPTUINCh HaKa3aHWI0 AcTapma, Mepk HaKOHeIl MTOHsIa, YTO OHA
HATBOPHJIA.

OHa moHKUMaJIa, KaK TSXKeJo TepsTh apyra. OHa MOHWMasa, KakK MyYUTEeIbHO X0TeTh TIOMOYb, HO B TO
Ke BpeMsi ObITh 0€CCUTbHOM YTO-T00 chenaTh. OHA MOHMMAJa, KaK TOCKIIMBO XXKUTh B MUpe 0e3
YyeJoBeKa, KOTOPHIN, KaK THI IIPe/Iojaral, Bcerna OymeT psaoM.

Mepk xoTesla U3BUHUTHCS Mepen Qonpguet, X0TS U 3Hasla, 4YTo 9T0 OymeT 6ecrone3Ho.

- Taxenoe 6pems? Tol roBOpUILEL 0 TOM BpeMeHU? Torpga nmoyemy? [Touemy Th U3BUHSIEIIbCA? [Touemy
THL U3BUHSIEIILCS BMECTO Hero? IloueMy Tkl Befielllb cebs1 Tak, Kak OyTO 3Haellb YeJloBeKa, KOTOPHIT
OTHaJ CBOIO XU3Hb 3a MEHS ¥ BECh OCTaJIbHOM MUD?

Qongud BCTpPETUI HpHCTaHBHBIfI B3TJIsAd MepK C CEPbE3HBIM BHIPDAXKEHUEM JIMIIA, KaK 6YI[TO OHa
IIBITAJIaCh YTO-TO YTAHUTE. MepK IIPOCTO II0XKaJia IIJie4aMM, OTBe€4Yasd Ha €ro B3rJidm.

- Ou1. He moiiMu MeHSI HeIIpaBUIIbHO, ['epoii. f MpocTo U3BMHUIICS, YTOOH BCE UCIPABUTE. f He
JKaJelo HA 0 OHOM M3 CBOMX pellleHui. MHe XKaJb, YTO 5 MPUYKUHUI Tebe CTONIBKO 00JH, HO S TaKXkKe
XOTeJI, YTOOBI TH ¥ BCE OCTAJIbHBIE BHIXKUIH. f coesnas 9To He s Te0s, HU OIS BCero MUpa, HU [JIsS
Koro-nu6o eme. 1 coenan 3To s ceds.

- ...TH gericTBUTENBHO JcTepT? - Cpocun @ongus, cmoBa Mepk HanloMHUIU eMy 06 dctepTe. Ero
rJ1a3a, KOTOphle OBIIM COCPENOTOUEeHH Ha MepK, He IEITasiCh CKPHITh CBOET0 COMHEHUSI, Hadaln
TpeneTaTh B HEYBEPEHHOCTH.

- 9cre... HeT! 3T0Or0 He MOXKeET OBITh. ITO JT0XKE. [IpocTo HET HUKaKOro crnocoba. T-Tel ymep! T
nomxeH OblT yMepeTs! - 3akpuuan ®osaus, MUPOKO PACKPHIB I'Mla3a U IpoXKa, KakK 130a0BaHHbIH
pebeHoK. Kazamoch, OH pa3phiBajiCsl MEXK[Y KeJlaHuEeM BepUTh, HO He MOT 9TOTO CHeslaTh. Mepk, €
IPYTo¥ CTOPOHBKI, YABIOHYIACh U MOMAOIITa ONIuXKe.

- 4, ymep? HeBo3moxkHO! Pa3Be Thl He noMHUIIL, ['epoii? "[IoKa TH OCTaelIbCs B YbeM-TO CEPALE, ThI
HUKOI'Ta [I0-HaCTOosAIIeMy He YMpelllb, JaXke eCJIU TBOe TeJI0 IPeBPaTUTCS B Ienen".

- ...OTH CJIOBA...



9T0 6biTu cioBa Qonmpuu. ITO OBITIO TO, YTO OH CKa3an ICTEPTY BCKOPE IOCJIE TOTO, KAaK PEIIn
UCIT0/Ih30BaTh ce0s1 B KauecTBe mpuMaHKu. Qongus U ICTepT OBl eqUHCTBEHHBIME JTIOIbMU,
KOTOPHBIE 3HA/IM 3TU CTPOKHU, TOTOMY 4TO AcTapn u Mpuem oba Obiiu 6€3 CO3HAHUS B TO BpeMs.

- Cnacub6o tebe, ['epoii. TobKO MOTOMY, YTO TH He 3a0bis1 060 MHe, g ceiidac CTOIO 3[ECk.

Mepk moyecasa BUCOK, yMasi, UTO TOJIbKO YTO IIPOU3HECTIa 0CKOPOUTEIbHYI0 (pady, Korma Ponaus
HaJeTes Ha Hee C IMMPOKO OTKPHITHIM PTOM.

- 9-OCTEPT!

- Yto THI menaeb?! - 3akpuyana Mepk, Korga Qonaus cxkall ee B CBOUX O0BATHSX, He oOpalias
BHHMAHMUS Ha PA3HHUIy B UX POCTE U Bece.

OH 49TO, MpUHAI MeHs 3a ®abrapo Uil 94TO-TO B 3TOM pope?!

Meicnu MepK TOJIBKO ITIOOYEPKUBAJIA, HACKOJIBKO 2KECTOKNMHU OBLITH OOBATHS ®onguu.

- 9u! Otonyctu MeHs! 4 He MOTYy JObIILIATE...

- 9CTEEEEEEPT! CnaBa 6ory... CnaBa 6ory!

@omnaus BCXIUIILIBAJ, IIIMBITall HOCOM U IIpoaoJIZKajl 6Hal"OI[apI/ITB HeOeca, BIIEIIUBIIINCH B MepK Tak,
CJIOBHO OH XOTe€JI 3aJyIIUTL €e.

Boxe moii. EMy onpefienneHHO HPaBUTCS CIIUIIKOM OCTPO PearupoBaTh faxe Ha CaMble TPUBUAJIbHEIE
Bely. YTo TaKoro 0CO6eHHOTO B CMEPTH UJIA BO3POKIEHUHU?

Bo3MokHO, 3T0 ObIIO TOTOMY, uTO QONOUS PEOKO IIaKasl, HO, Habomast, Kak OH TaK MHOTO IIJlayeT
13-3a 4ero-To momoOHoro, MepkK MmoBepuia, YTO OH IPOCTO HEMHOTO HECHOCHBIMH

- boxe moii. OTnycT MeHs yxe!

CrpacTHbele 00bsaTHS OONMAuY IPOMOJIKAIKUCE 0 TEX IIOP, IT0Ka ACTap[ He BRIIEpXKall ¥ He PA3HSII UX.
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