- Tol ckazana Kena? Ona B nmopsigke? - HacToiuuBo cupocuil 00eCIIOKOeHHBIN ACTapy, TS
Ha MepK, Y KOTOPO¥ OBIJI0 MpayHOe BEIPAXKeHUEe JIUIIAI0

- 4 He 3Hal0... [Io cpaBHEHUIO C ee OOLIYHOM MaHOM, peaklysi, KOTOPYIO s I0JTy4dalo, JOBOJIHHO
cnabas. OHa X1Ba, HO V Hee He BCe XOPOIIIO.

- 910 yXkacHo... [laBau noroponumMcs. ['me oHa?

- [Tom o6priBOM. Ho ecTh erie Koe-4To...

Actapp 6e3 KonebGaHu# OPOCUIICS BHU3 C KPYTOTO yTeca, Ipexae 4eM Mepk ycrena

3aKOHYHUTH IPeIoKeHne. YUYUTHIBAS CIIOCOOHOCTH ACTapaa, y HEro He BOSHUKHET HUKAKUX
TPYOHOCTEM C 3aMe[jIeHreM CITycKa.

- 9u! Cnyman, Korga s roBOpio!

MepkK, KOTOPOi#i He yOanoch COOOUIUTD YTO-TO XKMU3HEHHO BaXKHOE, ITOC/IeloBala IpuMepy Acrapaa u
IIPBEITHYJIa CO CKaslkl. B ee ciydae oHa MCIONMb30Bana YKpeleHre MaHbl, YTOOH 3all[UTUTh CBOE TEJIO,
IepenpHIrHyJia Yepe3 peKy, MpoTeKaBIlyio IOf YTeCOM, X TBEPHO IPU3eMIIUIach Ha Oepery.

- To... 4 He cMora MOJHOCTBIO IOTaCUTh yaap.

Iaxe c ycumeHreM MaHHI, 3allUIIAIOIIel BCe ee TeJo, MPHU3eMIIeHNe C TaKOM BEICOKOM CKAJIbl Ha
TIOBEPXHOCTH 6e3 3aMeqieHus ObIJI0 HEMHOT'O0 PUCKOBAHHKIM. MepK MOBEPHYIach K AcTapay, Koraa
TOT I'PAIIO3HO NTPU3EMJITUIICS, MITKO IIOTJIaXK1Basi OHEMEBIIEe HOTH.

- [TomymaThb TONBKO, TH IPU3EMIIAJIACH PAHBIIE MEHS, HECMOTPS Ha TO, YTO S OB TEM, KTO CIIPHITHYJI
IepBHIM. TH BCe TaKOW Ke HeHOPMaJIbHBIM, KaK U BCeraa.

- 3aTkHUCD. Ecoiu OBl THI fajl MHE 3aKOHYMUThL, MHE OBl He IIPHUIIIOCH CIIPHITUBATD.

- O ueM THI?

- B mononueHnue K KeHe, 4yBCTByeTCs IPUCYTCTBUE ellle OOHOr0 YyenoBeka. OHO MOXKeT
IpUHaAIeX)aTh OQHOMY U3 ofeid Mmnepun.

Korga ACTapI[ Y3Hall, 4TO KpoMe Kentl 3mecs IIPUCYTCTBOBAJI €Ill€ KTO-TO, €r0 JINIIO IIOCYPOBEJIO.

- [laBau motoponmuMcs. B Kakou oHa CTOpOHEe?
- Bon TaM. 3a KycTaMu, B TOi cTapou xuxuHe. OHa cendac OfHa.
AcTapp MOT erKO0 Io4yBCTBOBaTh MaHy KeHbl Ha TaKOM PacCTOSTHUH, HO BCE K€ OH MOCIEIInI B

yKa3aHHOM MepK HallpaBIeHWH, KaK OYOTO He XOTeJ TePSATh HU CeKYHMOHl. BEITO JTH 3TO TOTOMY, YTO
KeHa Oblyta mouepbio ero 6r1aromeTesisi, Uiy 0 OPYTUM puunHaM, Actapy, 6e3yCII0BHO, UCIILIThIBAT



YYBCTBO JOJIT'ad II0 OTHOIIEHHUIO K Hel.

AcTtapn ¥ MepK HaIlpaBUIKCh K CTAPO XMKKHE, BEICMaTPUBas 00bIe JTOBYIIKY UK 3aCafbl.
[Toxoxe, 3T0 OblyTa phIOaIlKas XUKKUHA, HO UMEJIUCh MMPU3HAKK TOTO, YTO €10 TaBHO He I0JIb30BaJIUCh.
Kasanocs, 4uTo TOT, KTO OBITI ¢ KeHOM, IPOCTO UCIIOIb30BaJI 3TOT I0M, YTOOH! AaTh €1 OTHOXHYTE.

- [Toxoxe, 4TO BHYTpHU TONIBKO KeHa.

- Ia. Ho meBymika, KoTopas BhimaBasa ce0st 3a TeTeM, HOcHIIa C CO00M YHUKAITbHBIH
Maruyeckuil KaMeHb. MEI He [TOIKHBI TePSTh OOUTEIbHOCTD.

- ...Xopo1o.

[Tocrie KOPOTKOTO pa3roBopa CHapyXKu XUKUHE MepK B3sja Ha ce0s 3afjady OTKPHITh ABEPE C
IEepPeBSIHHOM IaJIkoM B pyKe. ACTapy, C APYTroX CTOPOHHI, OTBeYaJs 3a UCIOJIb30BaHWe Marui, YTOOH
IPUKPHITEL €€, IPUTJISABIBAs 3@ THIJIOM.

- 'oToB?

- Ia.

- Pa3, moBa, Tpu!

[IBeps C rpOX0OTOM pacnaxHysiach, ¥ Mepk yBumena BHyTpu Keny, nexalyro Ha 3aCTeJIeHHOM TKaHbIO
nony. Onexpa KeHbl, mo-euguMomy, Oblla CUIBHO TIOPBaHa, a ee Tejio OBII0 3aBEPHYTO B HEUTO,
TI0X03Kee Ha KyCOK TKaHU. BEII0 TakKe 0YEBHUIHO, YTO OHA BCe ele 6e3 Co3HaHUS.

Cyns mo o6uIbHOMY IIOTY Ha ee KpacHBIX IleKax U CTpafalbieCcKoMy BHIpaXKeHUIo JInlla, V Hee Oblia
UXOpafKa.

- ...Kena!

Korga Actapp MOHSJ, YTO JIOBYIIKY HET, OH OTTONIKHYJI Mepk u Opocuincs K Kene. XoTs oH OBLI paf
00HapYXUTh, YTO OHA JKMBA, OH IIOMOPIIIUIICS, KOTTA YBUET Y2KACHYIO PaHy Ha ee TeJle.

- Ox...

- ITO YEePTOBCKH TsxKejas paHa. KT0-TO, MOMXKHO OBITh, IIOMOT €.

MepK HaXMYPHUJIACh U IIPOTAHYJIA PYKY, CHAUMAaA IIPOIMMUTAHHYIO KPOBBIO TKAHb C T€Jla Kenn u
OCMATpPHBaAs PaHy, KOTOPAA IJia II0 JUAT'OHAJIX OT €€ IIjieda K 60Ky

JIuxopapgka KeHrl, cKopee Bcero, Obljla BEI3BaHa 3TOM PaHOM.



- Ucuenenue!

Tenneii CBET, UCXOAAIINI OT TagoHu MepK, okyTan KeHy, OBICTPO 3aKpHEIB paHy, Kak 6yaTo
mepeMaThiBasi ee. bonesHeHHOe BrIpaxKkeHue nuila KeHBl B TOT Ke MOMEHT Hadal0 MEeHSIThCS Ha
CIIOKOMHOE.

- ...Kak nuaTepecHo.

AcTap[, KOTOPHEIM paHee OB CBUAETENIEM TOTO, KaK ero MCIOIb30Balu Ha JeBYyIIKe, KOTopas
nmepeopesnachk TeTeM, ObLI TOpaXKeH TeM, KakK OBICTPO TsXKelas TpaBMa KeHnl Oblna u3neyeHa.
- He cmoTpu! OHa Bce elnje Moogas AeByluKa!l

- Yto? Tel roBopuitb 0 Kene? Eciu Tak, TO S He BO3paXxaio.

- Tel gomxken! Upuot! Uou oxpaHsii BXox!

Mepk otuntana Actapga, Ipu3biBasg €ro OTOUTH B CTOPOHY. HegoBOIbHEIM TOHOM AcCTaph
npobopmoTar: - TE ToXKe CTapuK, 3Haellb JIH..., - Ipexke YeM II0BEPHYThCA 00paTHo.

OpHako Mepk MBITalach OHECTH He 3T0. MepK Obljla CTApUKOM, HO OHA OblJIa CTaPHUKOM, KOTOPHIM
3HaJI, KaK fepxkaTh ce0s1 B pyKaX, Korfa 3To 6biyio Heobxomgumo. [laxke ceitduac oHa uclensna Keny,
CTapasch HU O YeM He OyMarTh.

He pymait. 4 Llenutens... Lenurtens! Ecnu Obl g nsUIach Ha CBOUX IAIMEHTOB, g Obiyia 05 He Gonee
yeM HeyHauHullel. Y Hee orpoMHas rpyas? Hy u 9To?! 910 npocTto KOMKH kxupa! OHU He MOTYT
moBNUATHL Ha MeHs1! OHu He Msarkue! OHa manureHTKa! A gomKHa COCPeIOTOUYUTLCS Ha ee HUCIeTIeHNUMN.
Yept Bo3bMu! HcienaTh TPYOHO, KOTHA TH HE MOXKEIIb COCPENOTOYUTHCS... YTOOB COCPEIOTOUUTHCS
1 OBICTPO 3aKOHYMTH, S HOJIXKHA IIPOCTO ITIOCMOTPETh... HeT, HeT, g1 He [HoIXKHa...

- Mepk. KaxeTcs, THI C 4eM-TO OOPEIILCS.

- Y-yT0? 3-3T0 IMpocTO TBOE BoobOpaxkenue! M He cmoTpu! OTHBEIHE TBOE IIPO3BHUIIE - H3BPAIIeHeIr!
[Tomoxpu... pa3Be He 5 3[eCh U3BpalleHell...

- ...boxe mou. Ecinu ocTaBUTE 3TO B CTOPOHE, KaK MmoxuBaeT KeHa? OHa B 0IIaCHOCTH? -

Copocun Actapg, u Mepk, KoTopasi Ka3alach YAPYYeHHOU IIOCJIe TOT0, KaK OCTYIHIIach, OTBETUIA:

- C Heii Bce B mopsigke. Ee paHa oka3anach JOBOJIBHO CEPBE3HOM, HO, K CYACThIO, KTO-TO CMOT Cpa3y
OCTAHOBUTEL KPOBOTeUeHHeE. 1 caenasa BCe, YTO MOTJIa, YTOOH BEIEYHUTh €€ ¥ U30aBUTLCS OT JII0OBIX
OakTepuii, KOTOPEIe MOIJIM IIONACTh B €6 OPTraHU3M.

- CnaBa 6ory.

[Tocne Toro, Kak MepK 3aKOHUYMIIa 1aTaTh KeHy, oHa B3si7la KyCOK TKaHU, KOTOPHIX OB PSAOOM C HEH,



¥ HaKphUTa uM KeHy. 3aTeM OHa 1MO0XKuIa pyKu Ha 100 u meto KeHe.

- Ee TemmnepaTypa ToXe cnaja. CKOpPO el 3aX04eTCs IUTh, U OHa IIPOCHETCS. [laBayl CXOOUM 3a
BOJIOM, TIpexk[e 4eM 3T0... - Havyama Mepk, cobupasick MONUTH 3a BOAOM CO CBOEH MEePEeBSIHHOM MaTKOH
B pyKe. B To XKe BpeMs OHa IMOYyBCTBOBAJIA, UTO KTO-TO IPUOIKKAETCS K XUXKUHE.

- Mepk? O... KaxkeTcs, y Hac TOCTH.

- [1a. 910 Ta ke camas MaHa, KOTOPYIO s1 9yBCTBOBAJIAd PAHBIIIE. b IIPEeAIloJIOZKuJla, YTO Bilagesien OB
COJIDATOM I/IMHepI/II/I, HO C TaKHM 2Ke€ YCIIEXOM OH MOXKET OBITH criacuTesieM KeHHI.

- B yem-TO THI IpaBa... X0TA... 1 4yBCTBYIO0, YTO 3Ha 3Ty Many. [logoxXau... 9TOro He MOXKET OHITh...

['ma3a AcTapia pacIIpUIUCh OT HEJOBEPHS, KOT{la OH ITOPHUICS B CBOUX BOCIIOMUHAHUAX. [[BEPh
OTKpPHIJIACh Ipexke, ueM MepK ycresna CIIPOCUTh ero, YTO MMPOUCXOIUT.

- Xm? Heyxenu aTo Actapa. UTo Th 37ech fgenaelns? - CIIpoCuil MyCKYTUCTHINM MyxK4urHa. OH OBIT
TeM, KOro 3Hanu Actapa u Mepk.

Thl cripammuBaelts ero?! Kakoro yepra TH 30€eCh Jejaels? !

MepK OnBlna oIesIoMIeHa BHE3AITHOCThIO 9TOTO 0OCTOSITEILCTBA U HEPBHO B3TJIsIHYyJla HAa MYX4YHKHY, HE
B CHJIaX BEIMOJIBUTEH HHU CJIOBa. DTOr0 YejioBeKa 3Banu domus.

ToBapui Mepk u AcTapaa, a TaK¥Xke YeJI0BeK, KOTOPHIM KOrga-To ObLT M3BECTEH KaK IJIaBHBIN
6oerr ITopriBa BeTpa. M 4enoBek, KOTOPOTO TeIeph MHOTHE CUMTAJIM TEPOEM.
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