- Tem!

- Tcc! Ona crur.

- Ou. IIpocTture...

KeHna c o6neryenueM B3gOXHYJIa, KOrga AcTaph BepHYJICS HOMOM ¢ cepe6poBOIOCOM OeBYIIKOM Ha
pykax. 3aTeM AcTapy C OCTOPOKHOCTHIO U C KAK MOXKHO O0JIbIlIe IeTMKaTHOCTHIO Tepeaart
Tetem Kene.

- ®yx. Mowu 1me4u ApoXKaT, IOTOMY YTO OOUH 371b() He 3aX0TeJI IOMEHSATLCS CO MHOM MECTaMu.

- Yro THI ckal3an? $ Gwiyia TOM, KTO OOJIbIIE BCEro Hec TeTeM BO BpeMs HaIllero MoCcaeqHero BU3UTa B
noMm npodeccopa. He XHBIUB.

- He cpaBHUBalt MeHs ¢ co00i, OBIK.
- Brik? IIpsiMo ceiiuac s Munas 3nb¢GuiKa, IPOCTO YTOOH! TH 3HAII.
- [ToxarnyiicTa, He Ha3biBal ceOs MU0, Thl 3aCTaBUIIL MEHS CMESIThCS.

- [TpocTo nmonpoby# u chemnaii 9To.

- Xy...[

Mepk 3actaBun Actapia 3aMoT4aTh yOapoM JIOKTS 10 eT0 CEPOUTOMY JIAIY B KOHIIE UX CCOPHI, KaK
pa3 Korja OH pa3MHUHaJ CBOU HOMIIKE IIeYu. BhITo JTerye mo3BOIUTE TOBOPUTEL PyKaM, a He PTY,
KOT'7la UMeelllb eJI0 C OCTPOYMHBEIMU ¥ PallMOHAbHEIMU JTIOIbMHU.

KeHa, ¢ opyroi CTOPOHEI, TPOCTO CTOs/Ia TaM, fiepxka TeTeM Ha pyKax, ¥ Habiofana 3a ux
IIepemankou.

Ox... d cnyyaitHo noka3ana Kene, 4uTo Mel 1aguM. f HafelCh, YTO OHA He IIOUMET HENPaBUJIbHO...

st Mepk 3T0 B3auMOAeNCTBUE OBIJI0 BCETO JIUIIh IIYTKOM MEeXKIy CTapbIMK APY3bsIMU TOTO K€ II0JIa,
HO B €e HBIHEIIHeM COCTOSTHUU 3TO MOTJIO OBITh BOCIIPMHATO KaK 00MeH MHEHUSIMU MeXY
moboBHUKaMu. Y KeHrl ObIM 4yBCTBa K AcTapAy, I03ToMy MepK He X0Tella, YTOOH OHa
HeTIpPaBUJILHO TOHSJIA.

- Mucc Mepk, TH 31b¢? - Crpocuna KeHa, ee BHUMaHue OBIIO TPHUBIIEYEHO K YEMY-TO COBEPIIEHHO
Opyromy.

Ecnu nogymarts, 51 He cka3ana Kene, uto s anbd.



-Yt0? O, ma.

Mepk mpr3Haia 3TO, TaK KakK e BooOIle He HyKHO OBIJIO lepxkKaTh 9T0 B cekpeTe. K cuacTrio, KeHa,
I0X0Ke, He oOpaTuia oco00ro BHUMAaHUS Ha Iepenanky Mepk ¢ AcTapmoM.

- Tak THI SJIL(bI/II;IKa. HGYJII/IBI/ITGJIBHO, YTO ThHI TaKad KPaCHUBa4. Korga sa pac4deCkiBajia TBOH BOJIOCEI, 5
Onlna O03aja4Y€Ha TeM, II04YEeMYy Yy TeOsT TaKue CTPaHHBIE YIIIH, HO TE€IIE€Ph BCE€ BCTAJIO Ha CBOU MECTa.

- MepkK, pa3Be MOXKHO OBIJIO € TOBOPUTH?

- Het mpuuuH cKphIBaTh 3T0. [IpaBaa, 31mbGb He 0COOEHHO PACIPOCTPAHEHHBI B Y€JI0BEUECKUX
TIOCEJIeHUSIX, HO 9TO He 3HAYUT, YTO UX IMPECIIENYIOT.

- B yem-To THI TIpaBa. - [Ipo6opmoTan Actapa, OPoCUB 3arafouHbINA B3I Ha MepK, KoTopasi C
JIETKOCTBIO pacKphiia ee cekpeT. OMHAKO B JAHHOU CATyallid y MepK IPOCTO He OBIJI0 BO3MOKHOCTHU
pacckasath 06 aTom Kene. Bonee Toro, Bce gOIIIO 10 9TOI0 MOMEHTA, IIOTOMY 4TO ACTapy OOMYCTUIT
ournOKy ¥ TOKa3ai, 4To Mepk Oblia 351bdom.

- Onbd... Tenmeps BCe CXOOUTCS BOEOUHO.
-4ro?

- [Ieno TONMBbKO B TOM, UTO, HECMOTPS Ha TO, YTO Thl KaXKEIIbCsS ITPUMEPHO MOET0 BO3pacTa, Thl
IpeKpacHo naguiib ¢ Bemukum Myapeniom. OgHako, s moaraio, 37b(Gb Ha CaMOM Iefie He BRITTIAAST
Ha CBOM BO3pPAacT.

- Xa-xa.

MepK PpaCCMeAacCh, IIBITAsACh YKIIOHUTBECA OT BOIIPOCA.

- 9T0 BepHO. HecMOTps Ha ee BHEIIIHOCTh, OHa CTapIe MeHs. - Harmo 3asBun Actapg. OmHako, ecnu
IPUHATL BO BHUMaHNe IPEebIOYIIyIo XXU3Hb MepK, OHa IelCTBUTENLHO Obla cTapiie AcTapaa.
HecmoTps Ha To, 4To Mepk Ob110 Bcero 14 jeT B 9TOM XXKM3HHU, OHAa HE MOTJIa OCIIOPUTD 3asIBIIEHUE
Acrappa.

- O 6oxe! Tak TH gelicTBUTENBHO cTapiie?! - BocknukHyna KeHa, SsBHO o4yapoBaHHas. YBUJIEB €€ B
TAKOM COCTOSTHUM, MepK HUKAK He MOTJla HU4ero CKa3aThb.

- Mucc Mepk, TH OeHCTBUTENILHO TOYb-B-TOYb KakK 3J1b(bI, KOTOPHIX 5 cebe mpeacTaBisna. Thl
CTUJIbHAS, BeIMKOJENHas, OnecTsinas, 1 MaHa, KOTOPYIO THl CKPHEIBAEIllh, TIOpa3uTeabHa. Thl TaKkKe
MOXKelllb IIPOU3BONUTE JIeKapcTBa... Trl Kak Beunad.

- XM? Trl TOXKe 3Haellb 3TO c110BO, KeHa? - Cripocuna MepK, yauBiIeHHbY TeM, 4TO KeHa crblinana o

IIPpO3BHUIIlE, KOTOPOE ACTapJI YIIOMUHAJI PDAHBIIIE.

ITeiiCTBUTENBHO JIX OHO TaK XOPOIIIO U3BECTHO? DTO MEPBHIM pPa3 3a [ABe MOM XKU3HU, KOTMa 5 ero
CJIBIIIY.



- 9TO TO, 0 YeM CJILIIIAJIM IIOYTH BCE, KTO HHTEepPeCyeTCsa Maruei. B KOHII€ KOHIIOB, KOHEYHai LIE€JIb
Mara - CTaTh CyIIeCTBOM, CDABHUMEIM C SJIB(bOM.

- Bor kax...

HeynuuTenbHO, 4TO (eXTOBaIbIIKUK, KAKUM Obla s, He CIIbIIIan 06 3TOM.

HeynuBuTenbHO, 4To MepK He Cibllnaaa 00 9TOM TePMHUHE, YYUTHIBAS, YTO B IPOIUION XKU3HHU ee
MaHa OBIJTa HaCTOJIbKO HU3KOIH, YTO OHA He MOTJIa MCII0JIb30BaTh HUKAKUX 3aKIMHaHUK. Bonee Toro,
TI0CJIe TIEPEBOIIJIONIeH ST OHA OKa3aach B IepeBHe 371bG0B. M MOCKOBKY 371b(HI HE CTamu Obl
00BIBIIATL ce0s BeuHrIMY, OHA HEe MOrJjia 3HaTh 00 3TOM.

- Temeps, Korma Mbl 0J1arOMOIYYHO BEPHYIUCH C TeTeM, Kak HacyeT Toro, 4ToOwl moobemats? KeHa,
BCe T'OTOBO?

- Koneuno.

HaxkoHer, Mepk u AcTapp BBHILIUIM U3 IPUX0XKEH U ITOCefoBany 3a KeHo B rocTunyo. Korga oHu
3TO CHellany, BHUMaHue MepK npuBiekia TabneTka, KoTopas Oblla IoI0XkKeHa Ha CTOJ.

- JT0...

- Yro? Oii. TabneTka OblJIa B CYMKe, KOTOPYIO Thl MHE fana, Mucc Mepk. OHa eqUHCTBEHHAs, Ha
KOTOpPOI#1 He OBIJI0O HUKAKOU 3TUKETKH... - Cka3ana KeHa, KoTopasi BepHYIach IOCJIe TOTO, Kak
ynoxuina TeTeM cnaTh B COCelHE! KOMHaTe, 3aMETHUB 03afjaueHHbl B3TJsa MepK.

- JomXKHO OBITH, 51 ITOJIOKUIIA ee 10 omudKe. ITOT Tebe He MOHAaZoOuTCH. - [IpobopMoTana Mepk,
B35IB MaJIeHbKYI0 KBa[[paTHYIO 3eJIeHyI0 TabNeTKy.

TabmeTKa B nagoHu MepK Obljla TOM caMoii, KOTOPYI0 OHK 00HapyKUIIK B floMe ITpodeccopa, TOH,
KOTOpast mpefoTBpalliaia CepaevyHbe MPUCTYIIbl. Mepk 3al0blia, TOE OHA ee CIpsiTana, HO, TIOX0XKeE,
OHa CMelllaJia ee C JeKapcTBaMu, KOTopkle gana Kewe.

4 gymato, TH HaM 0OJIbllle He TTOHAOOUIILCS. ...

[Tpenmonaranock, 4To mpodeccop MpPUHUMA 3TOT IIperapaT, HO OH yXKe IMMOKOHYMII ¢ cofoi. Mepk
BeIOpOCHIIa TaOIeTKYy B OKHO T'OCTUHOM, 00SICh, YTO KTO-HUOYOb CIy4aiHO MPOTIOTUT ee. C IIOMOIIIbIO
BETPA ¥ MOXKIS OHA B KOHEYHOM CUETE PaCTBOPUIIACH OHI.

- Eme ogun BOIIPOC PEIIEeH... - 3amMeTnia MepK, Habmomas, Kak TabeTKa MmafgaeT Ha 3eMITi0. Y Hee
CJIOZKHMJIIOCH BIIedaTJIeHHEe, YTO BCe ellle €CTh YTO-TO HEPA3pPEelleHHO€Ee, XOTA OHO 1 He OBITIO TAKHUM
CUJIBHEIM, KdK Yy ACTapna. Y Hee co3manock BIleYaTIeHHUE, YTO OHU UYTO-TO YIIyCKalOT U3 BHUOY, HO,
BO3MOZKHO, 3TO ITPOCTO M3-3a TOr'0, YTO OHA CJIIMIOIKOM MHOT'O OyMalld.



Bo3moxHO, oHa Obla IIPOCTO IIOTPsACEHAQ, IIOTOMY YTO HE OKH[adJld, YTO rpa(b ®oHaH momoxxKeT ceds
BMECTe CO BCEM OCOOHSKOM TOIBKO IIOTOMY, UTO €T'0 IIPUXKAJIK K CTEHE.

Ho Tonbko u3-3a cMepTH rpada Ml CMOTTIH BepHYTh TeTeM. Tak 4TO, B KOHIIE KOHIIOB, s II0JIAralo,
BCE IOJTyYHIIOCH.
- KeHa, THI He pa3bynuis TeTeM?

- TeM, HOJIKHO OBITE, yCTalla I10CJie BCero 3Toro. 41 GBI X0TeJIa [aTh el elle HeMHOTO BPEMEHH Ha
OTHHIX. f OTI0XKMIIA YaCTh U OJIS Hee, TaK 4TO He BOHHYﬁCH.

- TTouumaro. Tl oueHs 3a60TnuBadA... OMHAXKIOEL THL CTAHEIIb 3aMevYaTe/IbHON JKEeHOH.
- Yrto? C-cnacubo...

- Xm? YTto-TO HE Tax”?

Mepk yneibHynach, Habmomas, Kak Actapn u KeHa pa3roBapuBaioT, HaKphiBas Ha CTOJ.

9THU [ABOE COCTABIIIOT XOpomyxo I1apy. A gomxHa YI71TI/I, [IOKa He CTaJjla IIOMEXO0H.

- Mepk. He cTo#t mpocTo TakK, moMmorawu. - [IpobopmoTasn Actapy, TOfOABUTast K HEN TapeskKy,
BO3MOXKHO, B OIIPOBePKEHUE 3a0yM4YUBOro B3risiga Mepk.

OHa ynbIOHYJIaCh ¥ BEXKJIMBO IIPUHSTIA TAPEJIKY.

- Kak npukaxertrs, o Benukui Mynpet.

- 3aMeyaTeNnbHbIN OTBET.

OtpaB Tapenky Mepk, AcTapz, KOTOPBIM Ha YAUBJIEHUE PEII BOCIIOJIb30BaThCS LIYTKOU, CEJI CO
CMYIIIEHHBIM BHIpaXkKeHUEM JIUIA.

Mepk ycTpounachk Ha OGHOM K3 CTYJIbeB IIOCJIE TOr'0, KaK XUXUKHYJa Hag ACTapaoM, KOTOPBIA COBCEM

HEe U3MEHHUIJICH.

PaccTtaBuB BCce TApPEJIKH, Kena Toxe cema, ¥ OHU BTpOE€M Ha4daJid €CThb. 3a CToIOM CUAENH
OEeNCTBUTEIbHO HadeKHEIE TOBAPHUIIIH.
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