Ecmu Gl KTO-TO ONPENENTUT uX NpobyKaeHre OQHUM CJIIOBOM, 3TO CJIOBO ObIJIO GBI HEJIOBKOCTb.

CTyk B OBepb CHapyxku pa3bymun Mepk, KOTopasi cliana y CTeHbl KOMHATH. M AcTaph, KOTOPEIN CIiam
B TOM XKe KOMHAaTe, Toxke OblI pa30yxKeH.

Actapp, nexaiiuy Ha CToJie MUIOM K MepK, MOAHS I'la3a MO4YTH OOHOBPEMEHHO C HEel, U Ha
HECKOJIbKO MTHOBEHUU UX B3TJISIABI BCTPETUIIUCE.

HpI/I 9TOM OHHM 00a BCIIOMMHAIU COOBITHUS npenmnymeﬁ HouH. [IBOE WHTEJJIEKTYaJIbHO IMOXKUJIIBIX
monen TOBOpPHUIIK O m00BY 1 IIpo4eM, IIOKa He 3aCHYIIH.

4 certyac yMpy OT cMylleHus!

MepK Oblla OXBayeHa CMyLIeHueM, u ACTapI[, KOTOprfI cupei mmepen HEel, ToXKe IIOYYBCTBOBAJI
HEJIOBKOCTH, OTBEPHYBIINUCE OT MepK, Kak 6YI[TO B IIaHHUKE.

- I-moGpoe yTpo... Mepk.

- O-mo6poe yTpo, AcTapg...

OTBeTHB Ha IpuBeTCTBUE AcTapma, Mepk BcTala U ClIeTKa MOTSIHY/ach, YTOOB ©30aBUThCS OT
TPEBOKHOI'0 HaCTPoeHus. AcTapl, BO3MOXKHO, faxke 6osbiie, yeM Mepk, OB CMYIIEH COOBITUSIMU
BuepalrHed Houu. Kasanock, oH ObIT HEITPEKJIOHEH B TOM, YTOOR! CHOBA IOOHSITH 3Ty TEMY.

- Aaaaa!

[Tpo1io MHOT'O BPpEMEHH C TeX Iop, Kak MepK cIajia B TaKoi HeOORIYHOM 11036, ¥ ee TeJI0 Ka3aloCh
opepeBeHeBIINM. HeCKOIbKO ee CyCTaBOB XPYCTHYJIM OT JIETKOTO PACTSAKEHUs, X OHa U3fajla TUXUN
CTOH.

- H-He u3gaBay cTpaHHBIX 3BYKOB! DTO OTBPATUTEJIHHO!
- Bce Tak menaioT, Korpa pacTsaruBaioTcs. UTo Ha Te0s Hano?

- 9To mpasfa, HO...

Korga Mepk HaKJIOHMIIa TOJIOBY ¥ IIOCMOTpesia Ha AcTapfia, OH OTBETHUJI CTPAaHHLIM 00pa30M U CHOBa
HaJlesl KaMiIIoH, KOTOPHIM COCKONIb3HYJ. OH, T0-BUAUMOMY, HaKOHEL] ITIOHSJI, YTO TOT CBaJIUJIC.

- Tenepb, YTO KaCaeTCsl HallliuX IIJIaHOB...

3aTeM AcTapp Hayasl TOBOPUTD, YTOOBI CKPHITH CBOIO MTPEALIAYIIYI0 peaKIinio, HO KOTOa OH YCJIbIIIa



TPOMKHI CTYK B IBEPH, TO 3alIaHWKOBAJI ¥ pa3BepHyJcsad. OHU TOIBKO CeAYac BCIIOMHHUIM, YTO MX
ob6oux pa30yauII CTYK.

-4... auny!

V3-3a 3aK/IMHAHUS 3BYKOU3OJISIIMU ACTapyl CPa3y IOHSJI, YTO TOBOPUTh TaK 6€CCMBICIIEHHO, HO, TEM
He MeHee, IIPOU3HEC 3TO, OTKPhIBas ABepb. Koraa OH OTKPHII ABEPH, TO 3aMeTusl KeHy, CTOsLIy0 TaM
C MpayHHIM BhIpaxkeHueM Ha nuile. OgHAKO OHa MUJIO yIIBIOHYTach, KaK TOJIBKO 3aMeTHIIa JINI0
Acrappa.

- Hobpoe yTpo, Benukuit Mympen. Mucc Mepk. 3aBTpak X/eT Bac B TOCTHHOM.

- BoT Kak? MepkK, MOMIIH.

- Yro? Thl maxke MPUTOTOBUIIA YTO-TO OJIST MEHS?

- JZ[a. OX, g TIOHATHSA HE UMeJla, KaKOBHI Ballll BKYCHI, MUCC MepK, II03TOMY A HE YBEPEHA, YTO BHI
6YI[GT6 OOBOJIBHHI...

- He 6ecmokoiics. f He nmpuBepennuBa. Cracu6o.

[Toka B HEM HET sifa, ST AyMalo, CO MHOM Bce OymeT B Mmopsake.... - [logyMasa npo cebst Mepk, mmoka
KeHa Beja ux B TOCTHHYIO.

Omnako, yuuThiBasi, 4To KeHa He oTpaBuia I'o3y, Takoe Ka3aloch MajoBeposiTHHIM. KeHa Moria Gbl
JIeTKO IPUYUHUTD Bpex MepK, KOoTia OHHU CIajiv, ecyii Obl 3aX0Tena.

Tem He MeHee, Mepk cumuTana, 4To KeHa mogo3purenbHas.

[TpucTanbHBIM B3I, KOTOPHIM OHa Opocuia Ha MepkK, ee CJIoBa U JeHCTBHUS, KOTOPHIE, Ka3aioCh,
MMeJIU CKPHITHIE IIeJIH, ¥, CaMoe TJIaBHOe, TOT GakKT, 4YTo ACTapH, KOTOPHIM CKeITUYECKH OTHOCHUJICS
KO BCEM, KPOME TeX, KOMY OH [OBEPSIJI, Ka3a0Ch, IIOJTHOCTHIO MOBEPHUIICS €M, BCe 3TO YCUIIUBAJIO ITO
CTPaHHOE YyBCTBO, KOTOPOe MepK HCIBITEIBAA K HEH.

OpHako, MOCKONBbKY AcCTaph HOBepsN ed, MepK He pelllajiach 03BYUYUTh €€ OllaCeHus.

- Mepk, moyeMy Thl Tak cMoTpuillb Ha Keny? - Cnpocun Actapn y Mepk, KoTopasi COBEPIIEHHO He
3ameyasia, 4YTO OHa CMOTPUT Ha Keny.

- O... { mpocTo mopymara, 4To y Hee OrpoMHEbIe Gydepa...

- Tel HUKOT A HEe MEHSEIbC ...

AcTapp, BO3MOXKHO, yOeKIeHHbIN 3TUM 3aMedaHueM, OBICTPO TOTeps HHTepec. Mepk Onina



HECKOJIbKO Pa304YapoBaHa TeM, 4To AcTapaa yOeauIo TOJIBKO 9TO, HO OHa TAaKXKe MCIIEITasa
oberuenue.

Ecnu 651 AcTapp y3Has, 4To MepK CKenTU4eCK! OTHOCUTCS K KOMY-TO, KOMY OH [IOBepPSieT, OH OBl
HaBepHsKa paccTpousicsa. Y Mepk He OblJI0 Opyroro BeI0Opa, KpoMe Kak 0CcTaBUTh KeHy B ITOKOe B
CJIOKUBIIENCS CUTYaLUU, KaKOM Obl TOJO3PUTEINIbHOM OHa HU Obla.

MepkK cTapajach He AyMaTh 00 9TOM CIIMIIKOM MHOT'O ¥ BMECTO 3TOT0 pelllijia CMUPEHHO IIPUHSITh
3aBTpaK, KOTOPBIM MIPUTOTOBUIIA A1 Hee KeHa.

- A Temeps maBad 006CyIMM HAIIH TIJIAHBL.

- Xm? Koneuno...

Actapp Opocun Ha MepK YOuUBJIEHHBIN B3TJISA[, YAOBIETBOPEHHO IIOTUPAs XKUBOT, KOTOPHIH TEIeph
OBLIT TIOJTOH 3aMeYaTeNbHOU enbl. Ka3zanoce, eMy OBIIO 4TO CKa3aTh Mepk.

He ocyxpaii meHs... Ena KeHsl OblJ1a IPOCTO CITUIIIKOM BKYCHOIA. ..

MepK B37pOTHYa OT ero IPHUCTaIbHOTO B3TJISAa U YTO-TO MpobopMoTana cebe 1Mo HOC, 3aTEM
BHITIPSIMUJIACH U IPUHSIA 03y CAyIIaTes.

- 1 uTto? KakoBEI HAIIX IIJIQHHI?

- MbI coGepemMcst u moraeM BCcTpeTuMcs ¢ TeTeMm.

- Terem? O, ma! TereM!

Ha mraoBenne Mepk pacrepsinach, He IOHMMas, KOTO UMeeT B BUAYy AcTapf, HO IOTOM BCIIOMHMUIIA,

yT0 TeTeM GblTa BHYYKOi moKTOpa I'momens. OHa GBICTPO MOHSIIA, ToYeMy ACTapA MCIIOIb30Ba 3TO
UMSI.

- Yro?! Benmukuit Mynpel, BEl coOMpaeTeCch BCTPETUTHCS ¢ TeTeM?

KeHa, B KOHIIe KOHIIOB, TPUCYTCTBOBajIa BMECTe C HUMHU. ACTapi, CKopee Bcero, BuiOpan ums TeteMm,
yToOH KeHa He MMOHSIA, YTO OH TOBOPUT 0 nokTtope ['monene. Mcnonb3oBanue uMenu TeTeM He OBIIO
npo6neMol, motoMy uTo KeHa yxke Obllla 3HaKOMa C HEH 110 ITHUCbMaM.

- Ia, BepHO. f1 MpUHOIIy U3BUHEHMS 3@ TO, UYTO CHOBA YX0XKY Cpa3y II0Cjie BO3BpalleHus. Mory s
TIOTIPOCUTH Te0s IPUCMOTPETH 3a JOMOM?

- a. EcTrectBenHo. Ho 370 IIPOCTO CJIIMIIKOM 6BICTpO... Ecnu BBl HEMHOTO OTHOXHETE...



AcTapp IoKavas rojioBoi, He maBas KeHe 3aKOHUYUTH (pasy.

- MHe He HYyXkHO, 4TOOHI TEI O€CITOKOMIIach 000 MHe. Y Hac HET BpeMeHHU pacciabisiThCs.

- [I-moruMar0... { mpoliry IpoIeHus 3a TO, YTO BbICKa3asach...

KeHa omycTuia roioy, OHa HalpsAriack, BEPOSTHO, HallyraHHas Pe3KuM oTBeTOM AcTtapia. Mepk
Opocuna Ha Actapga yKOPU3HEHHBIN B3TJIAL.

- He criumrkoMm mu Tl cypoB? OHa mpocTo 6ecroKouTcs o Tebe.

- U s cka3zarn ei, 4To Takoe 6eCIIoKoMCTBO uanuinHe. Korga Mel 06a BMecTe, 0 4YeM TYT
6ecrokouThCa? HU4YTO HE MOXKET yrpoxKaTh HaM, eCJIM TOJIbKO 3T0 He Parnbrapo.

- THI TAKOH ke, KakK Bceraa...

Kena HMyero He 3HaeT 000 MHe, OHA He MOXKEeT 3HaTh, YTo...

Mepk oTBepHYIach 0T AcTapfa II0C/ie er0 HEYIOBIETBOPUTEILHOTO OTBETA U TIEPEKITIOYNTIa CBOE
BHHMaHUe Ha KeHy, MATKO KUBHYB.

- Ero cnoBa MOryT noka3aThbCsl pe3KMMHU, HO OH He XejlaeT HU4ero mnaoxoro. [loxanyiicta, IpocTu
ero.

- Her, Bce B mopszke... [loxoxe, BB JOBOJIBHO XOPOIIO 3HaeTe Benukoro Myapena, mucc Mepk.

- Xm? 4 mymar, MOXKHO CKa3aTh U Tak.

- Xexe. BEI Tak CUJILHO HAllOMUHAETEe MHE €T0...

-Yt0?

KeHa MeqneHHO ITOKayasa rojioBoM, Korga MepK PEe3KO IIpepBalia ee.

- [ToxarnyiicTa, U3BUHUTE MeHs. Sl He X0TeJla TOBOPUTH UTO-TO HEBEXKJIMBOE TaKOM MUJION Jie[n, Kak
BHL.

- Yro aT0 681107 TH cOOUpPanach cKa3aTh, YTO 51 TOBOPIO KaK I'PyObIl CTapUK?

- 4... HeT...

KeHa BHITTISIENIAa 03ajauy€HHOM, KOTOa MepK HAaK/IOHWUIIA TOJIOBY B €€ CTOPOHY.

OcHOBBIBasICh Ha 0TBeTe KeHHl, Ka3aIoCh, YTO MPEAIoIoXeHne MepK ObIJI0 IpaBUIbHEIM. B KoHIIE
KOHIIOB, YYUThHIBas, YTO MpebIayas xK1u3Hb MepK Oblna XKU3HbI0 MYKUYUHEL, HE3aBUCUMO OT TOTO,



HACKOJIPKO OHa He Oblja 1oxoxkKa Ha MyXK4uHY, I Hee OBIJI0O eCTeCTBEHHO BeCTH ce0sl KaK MyK4KHa.
HeynusurentHo, yTo KeHa uyBCcTBOBana ce0st HEJIOBKO.

Kak 6ynTo mst Toro, 4To6nI mpepBath Oeceny Mepk u Kenrl, Actap pe3Ko BCTajl ¥ IOCMOTPeIT Ha
Mepk, Kak 6yATo He omo0psis ee IeNCTBUM.

- XBaTUT Pa3roBOPOB. Y HAC HET BpeMeHu. MepK, oxkasnyucTa, UAu U IPUTOTOBLCS KaK MOXKHO
CKOpee.

- [Tonsina!

HecMmoTps Ha To, uTo MepkK Ovlna olnenoMieHa HEOORYHO HACTOMYMBEIM TOHOM ACTapy, OHa

IpU3Hasa, 9YTO TOT OB MpaB. MepK cHenana, Kak e OblJI0 CKa3aHO, ¥ Hadalla TOTOBUTHCS K MX
TI0e3[Ke.
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