ITpoIiyIo HEKOTOPOe BpeMs C Tex IMop, Kak KeHa mpuHecsa ['03y B KOMHATY, ¥ ACTapy MeIeHHO
Tpe3Besn 6iaromapst Mepk, oTo6paBIed y Hero HalmuToK.

- Xa-xa-xa. ICTepT peBpaTUiICS B MOJIOAYIO OeByLIKY! Xaxaxaxa!

MepgneHHo...

- Boxke Mmotii. { Tebe yxke roBopusnia. MeHs 30ByT Mepk. B moMe ecTh u Apyrue 00K, TakK 4TO
30BU MeHsd MepK, noxanyucra!

- Tel 37MIIIBCS Ha CaMble CTpaHHbIe Bely... OTnu4Ho. Mepk, He Morja Obl TH Iepenath MHe [03y.

HeckombKo MUHYT Ha3ag AcTap[ IOCTEIIeHHO BEPHYJICS K 60Jlee BEKIIMBOMY TOHY, yKa3hiBas Ha TO,
YTO ero OmbsSIHeHHE MPoXoauT. Ho, TOCKOIBbKY OH, TIOX02Ke, He 0CO3HABAJI, YTO €T0 KAIIOLIOH CIIEeTe,
KOTTa OH TaK TJIYIIO CMEsJICS, eMy ITOTPe00BaIoCh HEKOTOPOe BpeMsi, YTOOLI BOCCTAHOBUTD
paBHOBECHE.

- Bot, noxanyucTa... Het. Ha camoMm pene nogoxnu.

Mepk pe3Ko ocTaHOBUIa ce0s, coOupasich mepenaTh ACTapay Tapemnky ¢ ['030i, HOX U BUJIKY.

B 910l cuTyauuu no3BoisiTh ACTapay I0Ib30BaThCS BUIKOM, He TOBOPS yKe 0 HOXKe, Ka3asioch
puckoBaHHBIM. KOHEYHO, 0OEIYHO YesioBEK He Obls1 ObI paHeH TaKUM [JeiCTBUEM, HO B TaKOM
COCTOSIHMY ONbSHEHUS HUKOTTA He 3Haelllb, YTO MOXKET ITPOU30UTH.

[ToaToMmy Mepk pemnia HOYUCTUTH A1 Hero ['03y.

- Aprx... 970 TaK pa3mapaxaeT! Eciu Ob1 MBI OBIIM B PECTOPaHe, OHKM ObI OYMCTHIIN UX MJIS HAC...

Ecnu 'o3a momaBasnach B KaYeCTBe fleCcepTa, IIPeanoaraaock, YTo IoTpeOUTEeNs CaM OYUCTHUT €€ OT
KOXKYPHI, KakK 9TO Cfellajia cerofus yrpoMm Mepk. OgHako ['03y npenBapuTeIbHO OYHUILAIN OT
KOXKYpPH B 0apax ¥ TaBepHaX, I'7ie ee IofaBall B Ka4ueCTBE 3aKyCKH.

[TpuyuHa 9TOr0 3aKJ/II0Yaaach B TOM, YTOOBI TOMENIATh MMbSTHBIM TI0JIb30BAThCS HOXKaMu. C Ipyroi
CTOPOHBI, B HEKOTOPHIX pecTopaHax ['03y mogaBasy ¢ KOXKYPOH, YTOOB! KJIMEHTHI He CIIUIIKOM
OTIbSTHENH, TPeOysl OT HUX UCIIOIb30BaHUS HOXKel. OOHAKO TaKMX MeCT OBIJI0 HEMHOT'O, ¥ OHH
HaXOOUIUCh faleKo APYT OT Apyra.

[Tocne pa3roBopa c Helt yepe3 Bonmeburi Kamenb KeHa BIlomHe MOTjia IPEOON0XKUTh, YTO MepK
He Oblla TIbsTHA, TIO3TOMY OHa focTaBuia ['03y, He oYuIlas ee, ¥ BMECTO 3TOTO COCPENOTOUMIIaCh Ha
TOM, YTOOBI IPUHECTH UX KaK MOXKHO OBICTpeE.



B nenoM 310 GBI IpaBUILHEINA KypPC OelCTBUM. B KOHIle KOHII0B, MepK Ha caMoM fiefie He Oblyia
nbsiHa. Ecou 1 GBI KaKOM-TO HEJOCTATOK, TaK 9TO TO, YTO MepK COBEPIIEHHO yKAaCHO YnCcTua '03y.

- ¥x... Tr1, Mmanenwvkuii! He cMmeii GeraTh BOKPYT fa OKOJO!

- Xa-xa-xa! UYrto TH menaems? Twl urpaems? HeT, momoxkau. 9To ¢ ToO0M urpamT! Axaxaxa!
YMmopurensHo.

Acrapp cepredHo yneIOHYIICS, YKa3biBas Ha MepK, KoTopas IbTajlach OYUCTUTH ['03y.

- Kak T®I gymaels, fjig KOTO S 3TO OUHIna?!

- Axaxaxa! ... 1 mpoury npouierus... Ho Thl [eliCTBUTENBHO HEYKII0XKasA. [logymMaTh TOJIBKO, YTO THI
faXxe He MOXeIIb [IOYUCTUTH ['03y... [Togoxawu...

- 9TO0 He Tak?

AcTtapp yOpasn HacMeIKy, KoTopasi 6blsla Ha ero uile, Kak 6yaTo OH YTO-TO IOHSIT U3 CBOMX
cOOCTBEHHHIX CJI0B. He TONTBKO 9TO, HO ¥ €T0 I'Jla3a PaCUIMPUIKCh, KaK Oy[TO OH CTajl CBUAETEIEM
Yero-TO 9KCTPAOPAUHAPHOTO, ¥ OH aXHYJI, YCTAaBUBIINCH Ha MepK.

- Yrto Takoe? Y MeHS YTO-TO MPUJIKILIO K JIUITY?

AcTapp UCIyCTUJI TPOMKUY B3[0X, KOTOPHIY OH CAEpXKUBaJl.

- [TousTHO... Tak BOT OHO UTO... XaXaxa... TaK BOT OHO 4TO...

- Xm? O yeM THI TOBOPUILL? THI CIMIIIKOM MHOTO BHNUA? A mymaio, Tebe JIydille TIOWTH CIIaTh.

Mepk 3abecnokouack 06 AcTapae, Korga TOT IPoOOpMOTal 3TO, TSI BHU3, U IOMOIIIA, YTOOR!
TIOIBITATLCS YOENUTD €0 JIedb CIaTh.

- Upuewm cka3zasna 3T0.

e

Mepk ceyta 00paTHO C 03afjaYeHHEIM BhIpazKeHHEM JIMIIA, KOTIa 9TH CJI0Ba HEOXKUJAHHO COPBAJIKCH C
ry6 AcTapga.

ET0 ronoc ObII CAUIIKOM YeTKHM OJId 9eJIOBEKa, KOTOpBIfI SIBHO OBIJI IIbSTH.

- Korga MbI pacnyctuiy KoMaHy, OHa CKa3ajla MHe, YTO BO3BpallaeTcs B KoposneBcTBo ApaTaH,
4yTOOBI TIOBUAATHCS CO CBOUM OpaToM. [lyMasi, UTO 3TO MOM ITOCTIEeOHUN IIaHC, I PEIIN paccKa3aTh e



0 CBOMX YyBCTBax.
- [TousTHO...

HeoxupgaHHBIN paccka3 AcTapaa mpobyaun nHTepec MepK, MO3TOMY OHa pelIusa MOCIyIIaTh ero
HCTOPHIO.

AcTapp IOmHSI T7la3a, HO ero B3TIsA OB MPUKOBAH CKOPee K MOTONKY, 4yeM K MepkK. ['ma3a Actapaa
CY3UJIUCh, KaK OYOTO OH CMOTPEJ Ha YTO-TO C3afH. 3aTEM OH Iepellell K Iepecka3y CBOero
KOPOTKOTO pa3roBopa ¢ Upuewm.

{Upuem. EcTb mu KTO-HUOYIb, KTO XKMET TeOs moma?}

{Ia. Moi# mnapnmuii 6pat, MOM eOUHCTBEHHBINM POICTBEHHUK, HaBepHSIKa OyIeT KaaTh MeHs. }

{Kaxk HacueT /1I000BHUKA, MJIH, MOXKET OHITh, JKeHuxa? }

{Xexexe, TaKk MEHS HUKTO He X[eT. }

{Torma, ecTh 11 KTO-TO, KTO TeOe UHTEPECEH, U KTO-TO, KTO TeOe HpaBUTCI? }

{4ro? KT0-TO, KTO MHE HpaBUTCS?}

{Ecmu 9TO He Tak... TOrOa f...}

{4 nonararo, 4TO OOUH ecTb. a, OOuH. }

{A? Yro-TO He Tak, AcTapn?}

{H-HeTt, aHu4yero oco6ennoro. Kcratu, 4To 310 3a 4emoBeK? UTOOH! THl JyMajia O HEM B TaKOM CBeTe,
OH, MOJIZKHO OBITH, 3aMeYaTe/IbHEIHN YesioBek. Xaxa! Xaxaxa...}

{Xexe! OH coBepiIeHHO 6e3HaIeKeH 10 CPaBHEHHUIO ¢ T000MH, Actapa. OH IPOMOBEIHUK, O0MKEHHBIN
HeyIaYHUK U COBEPIIEHHO 0eCIIOMOIIHEIN... Xex!}

{4rto-TO HE Tak?}
{Hert, Huuero oco6enHoro. Ecimu mogymaTh, 3TOT YeJIOBEK HE MOXKET OUHUCTHUTH faxke omgHy ['03y...}

- CBsiTad cKa3saja 3T0? - Crpocusa Mepk XpUIIIEIM I'0JIOCOM, B TO BpeMs KakK AcTapf IPOKoKal
CMOTPETH B ITOTOJIOK.

- 4... s OB OOJIBIIMM [yPaKOM. - ACTap[ IepeBet B3TJIAA Ha MepK, ero yBaXKHUBIINECS T1a3a
OCTaHOBUJIMCH Ha HeH, U APOKaIIUM T'0JI0COM BOCKIIUKHYI: - OHa Tebe ToXKe HpaBuiach, He TakK JIU?
¢ Mory cKasaTh 3TO 110 TBOEH pPeaKIUU TOJIBKO YTO...

-...71'Yto? He raoynu. Tel XKe 3Haelllb, S He IIOKJIOHHUK MaJeHbKOU I'PYOU. - ITO TO, YTO ICTEPT BCErAa



rosopwi Actapny. OH Bcerfia maBaj OOUH U TOT Ke OTBET, KOTia €r0 CIIpallinBaiy, Kak OH OTHOCUTCS
K Upuewm.

ScTepT Bcerpa roBopui Actapy, 4YTo eMy He HyKHO CIepKUBAThCS, IOCKOJIbKY €T0 IIPUBIEKA0T
JKEHIUHEL ¢ OOJIBINION I'PYABI0, U OH HUKOTHA He TIOCMOTPHUT Ha MpueM B TakoM cBeTe. OfHaKO
9cTepT 3Hal...

OH 3HaJI, 9YTO 3TH CJIOBAa Ha caMoM fejie He Moryu yoenuts Actapma. OHE ObITM CO3[AHbL IJIs TOTO,
YTOOBI TOMOYb €My YOEIUTh cCaMOTo cels.

OCTepPT UCIIOIH30BAJI 3TU CJI0Ba, YTOOH yOenuTh cebs B TOM, UTO eMy He HpaBuTcs VipueM, 4ToOH
OTPHUIIATh, YTO ero OECIIOMOIITHO BIIEKJIO K XKeHIuHe 00jiee 4eM Ha AeCsThb JIeT MOJIOXKe €ero.

- 4 3nan. 4 3Han, 4To oHa Tebe HPAaBUTCS, U BCe XKe!

- Acrapq...

- [I-moyeMy THI ciepKuBam ceosl...

- Acrapq...

- OHa ToXKe mobua Tebs!

Jlerko OBIIIO MTOHATH, KaK My4YUTENIbHO ACTapay MPU3HATLCS, YTO YeJI0BEeK, KOTOPOTO OH JIIOOUI,
MHTEepecoBasics KeM-To apyruM. OgHako MepK HU4Yero He MOrJjla CKa3aTh, TakK KakK 3Haja, YTo
YyBCTBOBasI AcTap.

-...hpuem... 4 ckyuaio o tebe! He uMmeeT 3HaueHus1, ecnu s Tebe He HPABIIOCh. ITO HE UMEET
HUKAKOTO 3HAaUeHUs, eCJIU Thl B/Ito0JIeHa B KOT0-TO Apyroro. Bce, 4To AJIst MeHS BaKHO, 3TO TO, YTO C
TO0OI BCE B MOPSTKE... Byab X1Ba, moxasnyicra!

AcTappa pyxHYJ JIMIIOM Ha CTOJI ¥ 3aphifiaj, ero rojoc OblI claBlIeHHbIM, Kak y pebeHka. Mepk BcTasa
U IIOXJIOIIAJIa ero II0 CIMHE, He B CHJIaX BUIOETh €T0 B TAKOM coCTosHUK. OMHAKO OHA HUYETrO He
MOTrJia CKa3aTh. IToka AcTapp 3ackian co cie3aMu Ha I'jla3ax, MepK XpaHusla MoI4aHue.
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