Yepe3 HECKOJIBKO YaCOB II0CTIe TOTO, KaK OHM Hayda/iu MUTh, MepK BCIIOMHKJIA TO, YTO COBEPIIEHHO
3a05l1a.

- 9creprt!!! BoT mouemy 4! {1 melcTBUTENHHO yBaxkalio Te0s!
- f 3Ha10, 51 3Ha0. TH TOJIBKO YTO TOBOPHUII TO K€ CaMOe.

- Tet mpopenan ¢paHTaCTUYECKYI0 paboTy, YIIpaBiisis KOMaHAON U coOpaB BMeCTe TaKUX YyMaKOB... THl
HEBeposTeH!

- Koneuso.

JIutio u pyKu AcTapfa IOKpacHeNX BCEro IOCye HeCKONbKUX 00KAIOB BUHA, ¥ OH Hadajl 6€CCBS3HO
00pPMOTATS.

Mepk BcrioMHMITa, 4TO AcTapy mui Mano. OH HauuHal Tak ce0sl BeCTH, Koraa Obll IbsiH. BoT mouemy
OHA He MOTJIa PacciabuThCsS U TOXKE BHIIUTh.

- Tel, HaBepHOE, EMUHCTBEHHBIM, KTO TaK IMIbeT. MBI HOJIKHEI IPUHECTH Te0e Y4TO-HuOYIb MepeKyCUTh!

OO111en3BeCTHO, YTO €CJIM MIUTh HATOIIAK, TO OMbsSHeellb OrCcTpee. AcTaph, Kak U Mepk, He el C yTpa.
BrimuBKa, eCTeCTBEHHO, ITOMIEMCTBOBANIa CUJIbHEE.

- 4 mompoury KeHy mprHecT: 4TO-HUOYOb...

ACTapI[ MIOOHAJICA M, IIOIIATBIBAsACE, HAIIPABUJICSA K OBEPH.

- 9u! ITomoxpmu! IlpocTo ckaxu e, ucnonblys Maruueckuit Kamens Ilepemayn!

-0, ma...

AcTapn OTKMHYJICS Ha CIIMHKY CTYJIa U BSIJIBIM [IBUKEHHUEM B34 CO cTONa BomnmeOHEIM KaMeHb. [Jaxke
MepK He MOrJla PelLIuTh, CMeSIThCS €U UK YOUBIIATHCS, KOTAa yBUAeNa, Kak AcTap HeCKOJIbKO pa3
B3MaxHyJ Bomme6neiM KamMHeM.

- KEHAAAA!

[Tocrne Toro, Kak AcTapy 3ar0BOPHJI TPOMKHM, HAITOJTHEHHKIM MaHOH I'0JTOCOM, HACTYIIMIIO KOPOTKOE
MOJTYaHUE.

- OMm... IIpomty mpoiieHus?

Oz3agavyeHHBIM T0J10C KeHE 5X0M pa3Heccs 10 BCeld KOMHATe.



- B-Benukuit Myapen? YTo-1o He Tak?
- Oa! 9to s, Benukuit Mynpet! ITogoxnute... YTo 5 cobupancs cka3ath?
AcTtapp 03agauyeHHO MOCMOTPeN Ha MepK, Kak O0yaTo OH 3a0blT, YTO COOMPAsICS IOMPOCUTh Y KeHHl.

MepK HECKOJIbKO pa3 Iovecaja B 3aTHIJIKE, Tpexk/e 4eM repexBaTuTh BomimeOusit KameHs y
Acrappa.

HOCKOJ’IBKy 3TO ORI ee HepBBIfI Pa3, KOorga OHa HUCIIOJIb30Bajld KaM€EHb, MepK He OBlIa YBEPEHAQ,
CMOZKET JIM OHa C HUM CIIPaBUTLCA, HO ITIOKa OHA ITbITAJIaCh HAIIPABUTEL B HETO MaHY.

- OM, TH MeH$ CJIBIIULIL?- ITO BH, MUCC Mepk? UTo He Tak ¢ Benukum Myaperom?

Bce etite o3agauenHsblit ronoc KeHsl OB YCIBIIIIAH Cpa3y kKe. MepK yCMeXHyach, 130 BCEX CHIT
IIBITAsICh YOepKaTh rojIoBy AcTapza OT TOro, YToOH OHa He onupanach Ha Hee.
- [TycTaku. MBIl HeMHOTO BHIIUAIY, HO ACTapy B KOHIle KOHIIOB HanuJics.- Benukuy Mynpen Hanuics...

- [leyansHO, He TpaBaa mu? B moboM ciydae, He Morjia Obl THI IPUHECTU HaM YTO-HUOYIb
nepekycuTb? UTo-HuOyAb, YTO COYETAETCS C aJIKOrojieM.- YTo-HUOYOb, UYTO COYETAETCS C
anKorosieM... Y Hac 37ech ToabKo ['03a, 3TOro 6ymeT moCTaTOYHO?

- 3By4uT 370p0BO. He Moria 65l Thl IPUHECTH WX B KOMHATY? - HeOpekHO crpocuia MepkK, HO OHa He
yCIIbIIlIania OTBETA.

- 9M, 4TO-TO He Tak?- {... ITO AEeUCTBUTEILHO HOPMAJIbHO, UTO S MOTY IPUUTHU TyAa?

- Xm? TTouemy Obl ¥ HET? AcTapy yXKe IIbSH, ¥ Tl He IJIaHUPYeIllb 0CTaBaThCS HAMIO/IT0, BEPHO?- ITO

BEPHO, HO... JlapmHo... 1 Oymy TaM mpsiMo ceryac.

MaHa, BrITeKawasa u3 Maruyeckoro KamHs, NOoTyCKHea U MCcYe3Jia TOJIbKO C 9TOM eAUHCTBEHHOU
¢dpas3oii. Mepk B3goxHYyJIa C 006/IeTYeHHEM.

[Touemy oHa Tak ce0st Bena? OHa Hafes/Iach IPUCOENUHUTHCS K HAM 3@ BBHITUBKOM?

OnHako OBUIO 0YEBUHO, YTO IUTHh ACTAp0OM HEMBICTIMMO U3-3a IOTEHLIUAIbHBIX OCJI0XKHEHNUH, eCIH
OH cly4ayHo ocTynutcs. bonee Toro, Mepk He nosepsina Kese.

OHa njaHMPOBAJIa IOMPOCUTD €e YHUTH, KaK TOJIBKO OHA OTHACT UM 3aKycku. [laxke ecnu KeHa Ovina
IenCTBUTEIbHO OnaromapHa ACTapay U UMEHHO II09TOMY OCTaBajlach PSAOM C HUM, ee ujeasbl ObIIu
Obl pa3pylIeHsl, ecny Obl OHA YBUAETIA €70 B TAKOM COCTOSTHUN.[]

B mo6oMm cnydae, He ObII0 HUKAKUX IPEUMYIIECTB B TOM, YTOOHI IT03BONMUTE KeHe 0CTaThCS MOJIbIIIE.



- He To uTOOBI ¥ MeHs He ObIJIO criocoba MPUBECTH €T0 B YYBCTBO, HO...

- 9CTEPTTTT!

- O, 3aTkHuCh! U He nennsics 3a MeHst! Tel MeHST pa3apaxKaelb!

Mepk mmomyMeIBaa 0 TOM, YTOOH MCIIONTb30BaTh Hclienenue, 4ToOk OTPe3BUTH ACTapaa, HO HHOTA
Ob110 He0OXOOUMO CHeNaTh epeprIB, Mom00HbIH 3ToMy. CKOpee Bcero, ms AcTapaa ObII0 HEOOBIYHO
10 TAaKOM CTeleHU paccnabnsaThCs, CyAs II0 ero MaHepe FOBOPUTDL U peakiuu KeHbl. B pe3ynbTaTe
MepK pelIusa I03BOJIUTL EMY IIUTh CTOJIBKO, CKOJIBKO OH 3aX04eT.

- O, Upuem!!! TTouemy T Opocuiia MeHs?!

- OtTnyctu MeHs! 4 He Upuem!

Brl70 HOpMasbHO ITO03BOIUTL ACTapay HalUThLCS, HO TO, YTO OH IETJISJICS 3a Taliruio MepK, ObIIo
HECKOJIbKO HEeNpPUsTHO OJ1si Hee. HeOpexHoe moBefeHne AcTapaa HalloMHUI0 Mepk Jielo,

yuacTHuny ITeinatomero Yoapa. Mepk ¢ pafgoCThio 03BosuiIa 661 Jmee 00HSTH ce0st, eciu Obl 9TO
ObL/Ia OHA.

K coxamnmeHuto, MbsTHUIIA, CTOSIBIINY Tepe[l Hel, Ha caMOM fiefie He OBl MPUBIeKaTeIbHBIM.,

Paspgancs HETPOMKHUY CTYK B IBePbh, Korma MepK 130 BCEX CUJI ITBITajlach 0TOPBATh €r0 OT cebs.

- U3BuHuTe MeHsd. Bot I'o3a...

KeHa 3acTria, Korga yBugena Mepk ¢ pykoi Actappa, oOHUMaroLeR ee 3a Talauio, KOTa OHa
OTKpHIBaja ABePh. Bo3MoXKHO, OB1I0 OBl TOUHEE CKa3aTh, YTO OHA 3aMepJia, Korfa yBULeNla PyKy
AcTrappa Ha Tanuu Mepk.

- B-Benukuu Mypapen?

- O? KeHa, THI 370€Ch!

3ateM AcTapg HeEMe[IeHHO OTIyCTUI MepK U Ha YyeTBepeHbKax MOANO0JI3 K KeHe moce Toro, Kak
yBULET ee.

- Xb4A?!

- 0, KeHna... A? KeHa, THI cTajia TaKO# OOJILLION?

AcTtapg, KOTOPBIM CTOSIT Ha YeTBepPeHbKaxX U CMOTpPes Ha KeHy CHI3y BBepX, CKa3as YTO-TO
NEVCTBUTENIBHO TIyIIOe.



JIto6011 4enmoBeK Ka3ascs Ol 60IbIIKUM, eCu Obl CTOS IPSIMO U CMOTPETT Ha HEr0 C TOYKY 3PEHUs
Acrappa.

- Boxke Moii... MHe oueHb kaib, Mucc KeHa. {1 mo3abo4yych 0 HeM, TaK 4YTO TeIePhb Thl MOXKEIIb UOTH.

- On...!

MepK J1erOHBKO ITHYJIa U3BPallleHIla, KOTOPHIM CTOSITT Ha YeTBepeHbKaxX U CMOTpes Ha KeHy cHu3y
BBEPX, a 3aTeM II0JIy4ua OT Hee MOJIHYI0 MUCKY ['03bI BMeCTe C IByMs HaOopaMu HOXKeW U BUJIOK,
KOTOPHIE TTpUJIaTaIuCh K HeH.

- I'm, 4TO He Tak ¢ Benukum Mynperom?

- O, He oOpairait Ha 9To BHUMaHHUs. OH BCerna TaKoi, KOrfa HamuBaeTcss. Bo3M0XKHO, 3TO HaBeJO
TebsT Ha HeBEpHOe IIPeJICTaBlIeHre, HO OH TaKOM TOJIBKO KOTfa IbsSH, TaK YTO HE OepxKHU Ha HEro 37a.

Korpa oHa monsITanach 3aKphITh IBepb, MepK CTOJIKHYIACh C COIIPOTHUBIIeHUeM KeHEl, KoTopas
3arsiHysia B KOMHaTy. Mepk omapuia Keny no6poii ynbI0KOM U OTTOJIKHYTIa ee, OBICTPO 3aKPHIB
IBEPb.

-...THl, KOHEYHO, XOpOIIO0 3Haellb Benukoro Mynpena...

MepK noksinack Obl, YTO CIIBIIIANA XOJOMHBIN, OecCepaedHEIM T0I0C KaK pa3 Imepen TeM, Kak 3a
KeHol 3aKphlyiachk IBEPh, HO OHA IPUTBOPUIIACH, UTO He CIIbIIIAaja ero.

IomxHO OBITH, 3TO M3-3a aNKOrojs. [la, OIpeaeeHHO TakK.
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