MepK cMorJia mepecedb 03epo ¢ ToToapoi Ha CIIMHE ¥ J00PaThCs OO 3eJIeHHIX JTyTOB Ha
IIPOTHUBOIIOIOXKHOK CTOPoHe. TyT ¥ TaM POCJI0 HECKOJILKO IePEeBheB, HO UX ObII0O HEIOCTATOYHO,
yTOOBI Ha3BaTh 9TO jJecoM. Kak Ovl TO HM OBIJIO, 3TO MECTO Ka3aJI0Ch MUPHEIM.

CoJtHIIE TIOYUTH MOJTHOCTHIO CEJI0 K TOMY BpeMeHH, Kak 06e qoOpanuch 0o ayra, Tak 4To Cpa3y ke
CTEMHEJIO, TTPeXJie YeM OHU CMOTJIH TIOIIeBETUThCS. A YYUTEIBasA, 4YTo ToToapa He MOTJia BUETh B
TEMHOTE, OHU, CKOPee BCETO, He CMOTI OBl ITPOABUHYTHLCS Hajblie. Y HUX He ObIJI0O APYTroro BIOOPA,
KpOMe KaK pa30uTh Jlarephb 3[€eCk.

- Uto Ham genath? TH XO4ellb, YTOOH s CETOTHS AeXKypuia?
- XM... YecTHO ToBOpSI, 9TO OBITIO OB 3TOPOBO.
MepK J1eTKo MoMMasa U IPUroTOBHJIA MaJeHbKOe XKUBOTHOE BCKOPe I0ciie X mpulOnTus. OgHAKO

TII0CJIE e/Ibl €e BHE3AMHO 0OXBAaTHIIa COHIMBOCTL. CKOpee BCero, OHa H3pacxofoBasia MHOr0 MaHHI,
niepecekast 03epo. MepK 4yBCTBOBaJla, YTO MOXKET 3aCHYTh B JTI000H MOMEHT.

[Tockomnbky ToToapa IpensioxKuiIa IOCTOPOXKUTE, Y MepK He ObIJIO MPUYUH OTKA3bIBaThCS OT €€
IPeJIoKEHNU .

Mepk myTelnecTBoBaia ¢ ToToapol yxKe deTwipe OHsA. KoHeuHo, ObIBanu ciiy4au, KOTga OHU CMEHSIIN
IpYT ApyTa, Habmiofas 3a IPOUCXOAAmUM, ¥ ToToapa HUKOTAa He Befla ce0s OL03PUTENIBHO.

[Tpexme Bcero, ecnu OBl OHA XOTeJIa HaBPEeOUTh MepK, y Hee MOMKHO OBIIO OBITh MHOXKECTBO APYTUX
BO3MOXKHOCTeH. MepK, ITepeBO3UBIIas ee Yepe3 03epo, Oblla OMHUM U3 TaKuX ciiydaeB. OgHAKO,
HECMOTPS Ha 3T0, MepK He YyBCTBOBAJla HUKAKOi BpaxkneOGHOCTH CO CTOPOHE! ToToaphl. UMeHHO
TI09TOMY OHA pellujia TOBEPUTHLCS eH.

HecmoTps Ha TO, 4TO Teio MepK IOCTOSTHHO OBLIIO OKyTaHO 3aTBepyeBIlel MaHoii, MoKa OHa CIiala,
OHa JOCTATOYHO moBepsisia ToToape, YTOOH MMO3BOJIUTh €M MPUCMATPHUBATh 3a OKPECTHOCTSIMH.

- Pa3byou MeHst MpuMePHO Yepe3 OBa Yaca. - Ckasana Mepk, 1mocje 4ero oHa IoTrpy3uiach B
HeoObIYaiHO TTyOOKUM COH.
- JTagHOo. OTABIXAl CIIOKOMHO.

ToToapa ynbiOHynack, Habnionas, Kak MepkK 0XUTCS. B 3aToM oOMeHe ¢ppa3zamu He OLIJI0O HUYETO
CTPaHHOTO.

30ech 4TO-TO CTPAHHOE.

[TpuMepHO yepe3 yac MepK HeOXKUTAaHHO IIPOCHYIAch. XOTs BOKPYT OBIZIO COBEPIIEHHO TeMHO, MepkK
MOTJIa XOPOIIo BUAEeTh 6y1arogaps cBOUM rya3aM. TOJIBKO KOPOTKas TpaBa U HECKOJIBKO
pa3dpoCaHHBIX IePeBLEB OKPYKAIH €e.



Crosima MepTBas TUIIMHA, €CJIM He CYUTATh IIIyMa HaCEeKOMBIX, YCTPauBalOIIMX CBOX KUMIUIIA B TPaBe
U Ha JepeBbsIX. MepK TakK:Ke YyBCTBOBAJIA, UTO B 3TOM paloHe He OBIIO0

HUKAKUX BonmeOHEIX 3Bepell UM KPYIIHBIX XKUBOTHHEIX. MaHa, KOTOPYIO OHA IMOYyBCTBOBAja B 9TOM
paiioHe, ObIJIa OBOJILHO C1a00M, YTO 3aCTABUIIO €€ IIPE/II0I0KUTh, YTO OTTAaCHOCTH HeET.

OpnHaKo OBLIO CIIMUIIKOM THUXO.

Mana cnaba?

ITOro He [OJIXKHO OBIJIO OBITE. ITO IIOTOMY, 4TO Yy TOTO&pBI, KOTOpPadA JOJIZKHa Oblya CIIeduTh 3a MepK,
HMEJIOCh 3HAUNTEJIbHOE KONn4eCcTBO MaHbl. OHa HMKAK He MOTJia €€ HE 3aMETHUTh.

Eure 6osee cTpaHHBIM OBUIO TO, 4TO TOTOApY HUTHE He ObIJI0 BUTHO. [J0 CETONHSAIIHET0 THS OHA
BCeT[a cuperna psapoM ¢ Mepk, Korga Hecna BaxTy. OHa HUKOr[a He XOfuia Tyfa, Ifie ee He Morja
yBULIETb MepK.

MozxkeT oHa noua B TyasneT? - [Tomymana MepK, MTHOBEHHO PaCIIAPSs CBOY IIOUCK, HO OHA He
cMoryia o0HapyxkuTh Many ToToapsl.

Ecyu GBI OHA ITPOCTO TIOIIJIA B TyaJeT, el He HyKHO OBIII0 OB 3aX0OUTh TaK JAJIEKO.

- Tonpko roe oHa... A?

MepK BOPYT ITOKa3asI0Ch, YTO OHA YTO-TO yCblIana. OHa OBICTPO HaIlpaBuia CBOM IIOUCK B
HallpaBJIeHUM TOJI0Ca ¥ TIOYYBCTBOBAJIa PeakKIlnio, Koraa caesaia 3To. MaHa, KOTOPYIO OHa
YyBCTBOBaJla, IpHHAa/JieXkalia He KOMy UHOMY, Kak ToToape.

- Ona Mora CKpelBaTh CBOO Many?

Toroapa nocnengoBasa 3a Mepk B Hayajie UX IMyTEIIeCTBUS, YMeJIO CKPHIB CBOE IPUCYTCTBYUE, HO OHA
He CMOTJIa CKPHITh CBOIO MaHy. Mepk mojarasna, 4To ToToapa He 04eHb X0pollla B MaHUIYTUPOBAHUU
MaHoi, Ho, cyns 1o ToMy, Kak ToToapa CKpbiBasia CBOI0 MaHy IIpsiMo ceiidac, 3To ObLIO He Tak.

910 nprBeno MepK B MOJTHOE 3aMelnaTeNnbcTBo. OHa He MOrJia IIOHSTh, I0YEMY [0 CHX IIOp fepkKala
3TO B CEKPETE WUJIU II0YEeMYy OHa TaK HOJIT0 IBITAIaCh QUCTAHIIMPOBATHCSI OT MepK.

[Tockomnbky ToToapa pa3roBapuBaia, Mepk mmogyMalia, 4YTO OHa pa3roBapuBaeT C KEM-TO ellle, HO OHa
He cMoryia 00HaApYKUTh HUKAKUX APYTUX CUTHAJIOB MaHBI I00IU30CTH OT ToToapsl. ITO ObIya OBl
Opyrasi UCTOPHUs, eCu O OBLT KTO-TO, KTO MOT CKPBIBATh CBOI0 MaHy maxe nmyuine, 4eM ToToapa, HO
Mepk 4yBcTBOBaia, 4To ToToapa Oblyla OfHA.

OHa noet?



HeMHOT0 mopa3MBICTTUB Haf 9TUM, MepK peluiia BEpHYTh BCIO CBOI0 MaHy 06paTHO B CBOE TEJIO.
3aTeM OHa MoflaBUJIa €€ U CIpsATanachk, IPUABUHYBIINCE O11ke K ToToape, yOeOUBIINCH, YTO HE
IIPUBJIEKaeT K cebe BHUMaHUS.

MepKk He MOTJIa HTHOPUPOBATh CTPAHHOe MoBeieHre ToToapsl, MOTOMY YTO OHa Oblfla ee CITyTHHUIEH B
IyTelecTBUU. MepK cIpsiTanach 3a IepeBOM U 0CMOTpesia ToToapy, OTMETHB, YTO OHA OIpPeneIeHHO
ObLIa OMHA.

- Yto? I'pynna 3eTecThl OJTHOCTIO YHUUTOXKeHa? Kak, 4epT BO3bMH, Thl MOKEIb IIPOUTPATh
Benvbonny 6e3 Mansl...? {1 mymaio, 4To BpeMs OblI0 BEIOpaHO HeymayHo. UTO, eCTh faxke KEepPTBHI?
YT0 K, BBl MOTJIX OBl HA3BaTh 3TO CKPHITHIM 6J1aTr0CITOBEHUEM.

Yto? TONMBKO C KEM OHA Pa3roBapuBaeT?

[TpaBo# pykoit ToToapa nmogHecsna K ry0baM MaJleHbKUN KaMeIlleK ¥ 0 Y4eM-TO BO30yxKOeHHO OoiTana.
Mepk Onvlna oIesIoMIeHa 3TUM CTPAHHBIM 3peJIUIEeM, HO OHa OBICTPO KOe-4TO BCIIOMHIMIIA, KOTa
yCIbIlIana a0k roJI0C, MOHOCSIIUNCS U3 KaMHS.

[TousTHO... 9T0 Maruueckuu Kamens [Tepemauu.

Maruueckuii Kamens [Iepemayu elne HaX0omuJICS B CTafuK pa3paboTKu, Korma Mepk Ovlma OCTepToOM
15 nmet Hasapn. OH pyHKUIMOHUPOBAJ, Korga Maruyeckui KaMens, comepxXaliui onpeneleHHy0
MaHy, pa3gesnsiay IomnojiaM U OTAaBaIi KaXkOyio ITOJIOBUHY ABYM OTHENIbHBEIM IIOASIM. B To BpeMs
C000II1aI0Ch, YTO Bl MOXKETE UCIO0JIb30BaTh 9T KaMHU 151 00IIEeHUS JaXke Ha PaCCTOSHUM.

Mepk He Oblyla 3HAKOMa C BHyTpeHHe# paboToit Marudeckoro KaMHs, HO OHa 3Hana, YTO OH
COXpaHseT CBOU CBOMCTBA Jaxe IIPU pa3fesleHuH II0I0IaM, I03BOJIgd ABYM JIIOASAM, AepKalliM €ero,
OTIpeneNsaTh IOJIOKEHNe APYT Apyra U epefaBaTh MaHy uepe3 Hero. B pe3ynbTate, BCAKUN pas,
KOT'Tla ONUH U3 iofeit obparrancs Kk Bonme6rnomy Kamuio, ero MaHa mmepeHOCUIach B BUie 3ByKa Ha
OPYTYIO IOJIOBUHY KaMHS.

Mepk coMHeBaach B 3TOM B TO BpeMs, Tak KaK OHa 3TOT0 He BUfela, ¥ oHa 3a0suia 00 3ToM. OgHAKO
0Ka3aJoCh, YTO K 3TOMY BpeMeHU KaMeHb OB 3aKOHYEH.

- 4Tt0? O, oHa ompepneneHHo caacT. OHa 3aBeplllajia UCIBITAHUSA OOHO 3a APYTUM Tak, Kak ['unbaus
maxke He oXkupasna. {1 Takxke IpoBepuia ee CIoCOOHOCTH Kak LlenuTenis, u S MOTY CKa3aTh, YTO OHA
HacTosmas... YeCTHO roBOps, MHE He TEPIUTCS YBUAETh, KAKUM MOHCTPOM OHa CTaHET B OyyIIEM.
Pa3Be TH He 4yBCTByeILIb TOTO Xe, 3ai?

I'unpousa? YUcnblTaHUus?

Korga Mepk ycrbimana ciioBa TOToapsl, OHA BHE3AITHO [TOYYBCTBOBAJIA, KaK C ee IIJIeY CBAJIUIICS
rpy3. CnocoGHOCTH ¥ OPYyXKeJo0HOoe OTHOIIEeHe ToToaps! OBUIM CIIUIIIKOM PA3BUTHL AJIS



HCIIBITYEMOTO.

TpeBoxHOe olyIeHre, KOTOPoe MepK UCIBITHBaja 110 OTHOLIEHUIO K Hell, HeCMOTPS Ha TO, YTO
ToToapa He MposIBIIsifia HUKAKOM BpaxkmeOHoCcTU. Ee cTpaHHBIe IeHCTBUS B TO BpeMs. Bce aTo
BHE3aIHO 00pesio CMEICT AJist MepK.

- ¥ yT0? YTO MBI OOJIZKHEI COEATH [/ PUHATLHOTO UCIBITaHusA? XM... [TonsM ['ypuH, ga. Ito OymeT
CJIMILIKOM IIPOCTO A7 Hee, HO ITOCKOJIBKY 3TO BCe ellle 9K3aMeH, g II0jaralo, 4To BCe B IIOPSKeE.

MepK THX0 OTOABUHYJIACh OT TOTOAPHE ¥ BEPHYIACh B KCXOJHOE IOJIOKEeHHUe. 3aTeM OHa elle pas
HaJIoXKHUJa Ha cebs Ycunenrue MaHH ¥ 3aKpbina rinasa. OHa ITaHKpOBaja J0XKOaThCs, Korma ToToapa
IpUAeT ¥ pas3dygur ee.

MepK, C Ipyro# CTOPOHEI, He MOTJla COMKHYTH I'JIla3, HECMOTPS Ha TO, YTO 3aKpHIIa ria3a. IT0 OLLIO
TIOTOMY, YTO OHa 0OHApyXwua, 4To ToToapa, Ta, KTO MyTeIIeCTBOBasa C Hell oCIeqHe HeCKOIbKO
[IHEe, Ha caMOM fieJie OblyIa 9K3aMEeHATOPOM.
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