Omacasich MOBTOPHOTO HanafgeHust, MepK Mpeanoysa 0CTaBaThCs 6OIPCTBYIOIEH U COXPaHSTh
OOUTeNnbHOCTD, B TO BpeMs Kak ToToapa noafanack yCTaloCTH U 3aCHYJIa.

Korpga Ha4ano BCXOOUTH COIHIIE U CTAJIO0 OCTATOYHO CBETIO, OHU obe CHOBa OTIIPABUJIUCE B IIYTh.

MeCTHOCTB, TI0 KOTOPO# OHY LIIH, OblIa IIepeceueHHoH, KaK ¥ paHblne, Ho Mepk u ToToapa
OBUTaIKMCh OBICTPO. TOTOApa IPOCTO cemoBasa 3a Mepk, KoTopas Iia OscTpee, 4eM 0OBIYHO.

- 91, Mepk. EcTh K0e-4T0, 0 4eM s X0TeJa OBl CITPOCHUTS.

ToToapa cKasaa 3TO, OTKYChIBasi KPaCHBIH IIJI0M, KOTOPHIM OHA copBasa ¢ O/IMXKaWlIero mepesa.

- O yem?

ITo BeIpaxkeHnuio nuila ToToapkl MepK MOHSsIIa, YTO 9TO OBITIO HE TO, O YeM OHa MOTJIa OB C
TOTOBHOCTBIO CIIPOCHUTE.

- Totoapa? - Cka3ana MepK MSATKUM TOHOM, YTOOH T0OyAuTh TOTOApPY 3arOBOPUTE.

- 9M... JT0...

[Ipunsas pemrenue, ToTroapa HaKOHEI 3aTOBOPUIIA:

- Hy, Ha caMoM fiene g BYepa He CIiaa, 5 IIPOCTO IIPUTBOPSIACh. S TakKe IOHSJIA, UTO THl BCE BPEMS
ISUTUINBCS Ha MEHS.

-4ro?
- 1 ut0? TH Bemb cCMOTpPeIa Ha MeHs, ma? - Cripocuna ToToapa, muimuB Mepk mapa peuu. OHa He

nyMaria, 4To ee pa3obiayar.

9To mpaBma, YTO OHA MMPOBeJia HOouYb, Habmomas 3a ToToapoi. CKopee maxe, YCTAaBUBUIUCH HA CBOU
nBa 0e33alIUTHEIX TOPYAINX XOJIMHUKA.

HOJIYMaTb TOJIBKO, 4YTO MEHA paCKPOIOT! 4 ocnabuna GHHTGHBHOCTB, AOyMadsi, 9YTO OHa HEe BUOUT.
IHomxHO 6BITB, ee Ta3a B KaKOK-TO MOMEHT IIPUBLIKIIA K TEMHOTE...

Ecnu ToTroapa 06HapyKuUT, 4T0 MepPK MsANINUIach Ha ee I'Pydb, OTHLIHE UX ITyTEIIEeCTBUE CTAHET
IOBOJILHO HENTOBKKUM. Bosee Toro, oHa Ovl momyMara, 4To Mepk Kakasi-TO U3BPAIleHKa,
KOTOPOX HPABUJIOCH MSIJIUTHCS Ha XKEHIIIUH BO CHE.

He To 4TOOHI 3TO OBIJIO HE TaK, HO BCe XKe... MHe HY2KHO HalTH CII0co0 BHITYTAThCS U3 3TOTO...



- H-my... 4 cky4asna, oxupmas, Korga 6aHIUTE CHOBA HAaAyT, TIO3TOMY S KOpPOTajia BpeMs, TJIsas Ha
TBOE nu10. Houbio MHe OBIZIO HeYeM 3aHSAThCS, TaK YTO MHE CTAJI0 CKYYHO, ¥ MHE HYXKHO OBIJTO HaUTH
cebe Kakoe-HUOYyb 3aHsATHE... He MoiMU MeHsT HEITPaBUIbHO. Y MeHs He OBIJI0 HUKAaKUX CKPHITHIX
MOTHBOB. Eciiu Tebe He HpaBUTCS, KOT/a JIIOOU CMOTPST Ha TBOE JIUIIO, IT0KA THI CIIUIIE, TOTHA S
IIPOIIY MIPOIIEeHHS 3a TO, UTO fiesiaja 3To. I TakxkKe 1mo3abouych 0 TOM, YTOOHI 3TOT'0 HE CIYYUIIOCE...

- Ho TeI HE cMoTpena Ha Moe Juno. Tel CMOTpesia Ha MO0 I'pyab, He Tak Ju?

- Aaa... I'pygs? O! TBog rpyns! Uto X... [lyMaro, 1 0elCTBUATENILHO BUera ee... Ho maxe ecnu g 310
Ilefiajia, 3TO He 3HAYUT, YTO S BCe 3TO BpeMs IsJIMIIach Ha TBOIO Ipyns! 1 He Oynoy ociapuBaTh, 4YTO
TBOS IPYIb IIPUBJIEKaTENIbHA, U YTO TBOS Of€XK[a NOAYEPKUBAET ee, HO g IIPOCTO CIequsa 3a TeM,
4yTOOBI He TIOSIBUJIACh KaKre-HuOyab II0XKe napHu! 4 He cIyckasia rjia3 ¢ TBOeu Ipyau!

[TogoxpauTe... Pa3Be s TONMBKO YTO He IIPU3HAJACh, YTO MSIIUIAcCh Ha ee TPYy[b...

Mepk HenmpenHaMEPEHHO BHIPHLUTa cebe siMy.

- Bce B mopsimke. 4 nmoHuMalo, Tak 4To Tebe He HyKHO ITBITAThCS JITaTh MHE.

- -1 He nry! Yro, mo-TBOEMY, T TOHUMaEIs 060 MHE?!

Mepk oTpearupoBaja IPOCTHO, CKOPee BCEro, MOACTErHyTas BEIpaXkeHueM KajaoCcTu ToToapsl.
ToToapa, ¢ APyro# CTOPOHEI, TPOCTO YIIBIOHYJICS U TEIJIO 3arOBOPHUIIA.

- {1 noHuMalo. B KOHIIe KOHI0OB, TH TOXE [EeBYyIlIKa, MepK.

-Yro?

- Bepro. Te6s1 uHTEpPECOBAT Pa3Mep Moeii rpyau, He Tak nu? Tebe He HYXKHO 6ECIIOKOUTHCS.
TBOs TOXKe BRIpAcTeT!

- I-ma...

ToToapa COBEpPIIEHHO HEBEPHO UCTOIKOBAIa CUTYaIHIO.

CnaBa 6ory... 4 cmacena! { Hukorga He Oblyla Tak 6/1arogapHa 3a TO, YTO POOUIACH OEeBOYKOM!

ToToapa mopmo3peBaa, YTo0 MepK MSIUIach Ha ee TPYAb IIOTOMY, YTO 3aBUAOBaja ee pa3MepaM.[]

OpHako 4yero oHa He 3Hajla, Tak 3TO TOro, YTO Mepk BIIOJIHE yCTpauBall pa3Mep ee rpynu. CKopee,
OHa Hafesiyiach, YTO BCe OCTaHETCS Mo-mpexHeMy. OHa MOJKJIach, 4TOOB 0COObIE CBOMCTBA
3nb(GUNCKON packl TakKXKe 3allUTUIIN €ee.

Y, KaK paHee 3asBis1a ToToapa, BHEITHOCTh ¥ POCT MepK OBITA TaKUMH ke, KaK y 00BIYHOTO
B3POCJIOTO YeyioBeKa. He ObII0 HUKAKHUX IIAHCOB, YTO €€ IPyAb IPOJOJIXKUT Pa3BUBATLCS cama II0
cebe.



[Toka Mepk ybexnana ceOsi B 3TOM, OHa BOPYT KOE-YTO BCIIOMHUJIA.

[Togoxpgute... Ecu nogyMmats, TO mouyeMy ToToapa cpesajia 3TO B TO BpeMs?

[Toka MepK pa3MHIIUIsSIa Hafl 9TUM, OHa 00HAPYXKHKJIa, 4YTO ToToapa yKe OBHHYIACh BIIEpeN.

- Mepk, uTo-TO He Tak? - Cupocuna ToToapa ¢ yiaeI0K0M, 000payuBasiCh.

- H-#eT. 310 nycTsaku. - OrBeTuIa MepK, ¥ IPOCTO MOLIJIa Aaslblle.

TeM He MeHee, OHa CHeJlajla MEICJIEHHYIO 3aMeTKy O TOM, YTO TOJIKO YTO BCIIOMHMJIA, Ha BCAKUU
CIIydau.

[Tocre monro¥ MPOTYNIKK OHU HAaKOHEIl JoOpasuch OO0 MOMHOXKKS TOPH IPIMEPHO B TO BpeMs, KOra
COJIHIIE BHCEJIO BEICOKO B Hebe.[]
Bckope moce 3Toro OHM BHE3AITHO 3aMeTH/IM He0OJIbIoe moceyieHue. [

OpmHako HA3HIBATh €T0 AepeBHel OblI0 Obl IpeyBeudeHneM. ITO Oblyia HeOobIas o0IIKHA,
HACYMTHIBABINIAS BCETO MIOKKHY JOMOB, ¥ BCe OHU Ka3aJUCh II0Iypa3pyIleHHEIMU. bojee Toro, aTo
MeCTO faxke He OBIJI0 OTMeYeHO Ha KapTe, IPefoCTaBlIeHHON runbanei. Cyns 1mo ToMy, YTO

OHU MOTJIY BUMIETH, OHO Ka3aJI0Ch MyCTHHHBIM.

- Kakoe xkyTKO€E MecCTo.

- Tol mpaBa. HeT HU ogHOTO YenoBeka... A?

Kak pa3 B TOT MOMEHT, Korfa MepK cobupasach 9TO CKa3aTh, OHA BHE3aIIHO [IepeBesia B3I Ha
OMIMH U3 JOMOB.

oM ObIn HEMHOTO 0OJIbINIE APYTUX, U IIepell HUM CTOSII CTapPUK, KOTOPHIHM OB OIIEeNIOMIIeH, KOTAa
yBugen Mepk u Totoapy.

Korpga on IIpUIIiesI B cebs1, TO BHE3AIIHO Hayvall MaXaTh OBYM I EBYIIIKAM.

- Ax! Tam Myxk4yrHa. MoxeT ObITh, OH IIPU3PaK?

- 9! o rpy6o. OH KUBOI U OHINAIIUN YeI0BeK... d gyMaro...

Kaxk TOnmpKO 4TO YIIOMsIHYIIa TOToapa, B CTapHKe, CTOABIIEM Iiepea HUMH, Ka3aJloCh, OBLIJIO MaJio
2KU3HH, U IIBET €ro JInulia OBLJT IIJIOXUM.

TeMm He MeHee, OH CTOSIJT Ha HOTAX, ¥ IIPUCYTCTBHE, KOTOPOe OH M3JTydas, HECOMHEHHO,



IIpUHAOJIe2KaJI0O 2KHUBOMY YEJIOBEKY. OH He OBIT IMOX0X Ha IIpUBHUOEHNE UJIM 9YTO-TO B 3TOM pPOJeE.

- MHI coxkaneeM, 4TO Hamyranu Tebs, CTapuk.

- Mu IIPUHOCHM CBOM U3BUHEHUI.

O0e cka3zanu 3TO, MOAOUAA TO0INKE K CTapUKY.

Cxopee Bcero, 31eCh IPOXOOUIIO He TaK MHOTI'0 JIIOflel, T09TOMY OH OBUIT yOUBIIEH, YBUAEB MepK U
Toroapy.

- Bel gBOE myTemecTBeHHUKU? - CIIPOCUIT CTApUK CJIa0BIM TOJI0COM, TIEPEXOMs MPSIMO K Aeny. Mepk u
ToToapa 06MeHSIUCH B3TISIAAMH, Tpexkae 4eM ToToapa OTBEeTHIa.

- Tel MoT OBI HA3LIBATH HAC TaK.

- BeI cunbHBIE?

- CunbHele... YTo X... 4 4yBCTBYIO, UTO MBI He IPOUTpasy Obl OOBIYHBEIM aBaHTIOpUCTaM. He OymeT
IpeyBeJInYeHNeM Ha3BaTh HAC CUNBHEIMHU. - Hanbimenso otsBetunna Totoapa. ITocne sToro crapuk
PEe3K0 CKJIOHUJ I'OJIOBY.

- [Toxanyiicta! He Mornu OBl BB BRICTYLIATh MOIO IPOCKOY? - CIIPOCUI OH, OCTABUB MX 000UX
OIIIETIOMTIEHHBIMH.
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