Mepk B3MaxHyja CBOEU OEePEBIHHOY MAJIKOM TOPU30HTAJIBHO, B OMHO MTHOBEHUE COKPATUB
paccTosiHre Mexnay co0o¥ 1 60pofaTHM MYKUYUHOM.

Ona He BKJIafbIBaja CIXALIIKOM MHOIO CUJIBL B CBOU 3aMax.[]

E#t He X0TeJI0Cch yOUBATh 3TOT0 YesloBeKa. BMecTo 3Toro oHa OBl ylapuia ero Imajakou IIo IIee ¢

IOCTaTOYHOM CHJION, YTOOBI CJIOMaTh €MY IlIefHbEIe TIO3BOHKH.

910 He yObeT ero, Ho, 6e3yCII0BHO, YCIOXKHUT €T0 IIOBCEMHEBHYIO KHU3Hb. - [Tomymana Mepk,
pa3MaxuBasiCh CBOEH MEPEBSIHHOM IMalKoM. OTO, OMHAKO, ObIII0 HEHYKHBIM IIPEOII0NI0OKEeHNEM C ee
CTOPOHBL. ITO IIPOU3OIIIIO TIOTOMY, YTO 6OPOAATOMY MyKUYKWHE YOAI0Ch YBEPHYTLCS OT aTakKd MepkK.

-Yto?

MyK4nHa IOOHSJ HOTY X OTTOJIKHYJICS OT 3€MJIM OCTaBILENCS HOTOM, KYBHIPKasACh Ha3an U
YKJIOHSISICh OT IEPEBSIHHOM ManKyu MepK. YBUOEB T0BKUE U OBICTPHIE IBUIKEHUS 9TOTO YEJI0BEKa, OHa
Ha MIHOBEHME PacTepsiiach.

- 3-9T0 OBIJIO O/TM3KO... K-KTO THI Takasi, 4epT BO3bMHU?!

OpHako He TOJBKO MepK Onlna IIMOKHPOBaHa.

BopopaTeiii MyKuKHa IOOHSJ CBOY Med U, B OTJINYUE OT TOTO, YTO ObLIO paHee, IPUHSJI IPaBUIILHYIO
CTOHKY IIOCJIe IIpU3EeMJIEeHUS.

W3 ero nosmu MepK CIelajia BEIBOM, 9YTO OH OBLT (I)eXTOBaJ'IBH.[I/IKOM, KOTOprfI BjIaeJl TOJIbBKO OJHUM
ME4YOM.

- Boxe moii. Ecniu OBl 5 ceridyac He OBITT OCTOPOXKEH, 51 OB yMep, MuccH. - CKa3asl MyXK4rHa, MeIJIeHHO
ISATSCH Ha3af,.
Mepk, ¢ Apyrou CTOPOHEI, yCTaBUIaCh Ha HETO, He OIyCKas HU CBOEU 3allUThl, HU CBOEU [IepPeBIHHON

ITaJIKu.

OHa cpenarna BBIBOJI, UTO 3TOT UeJIoBeK, 0€3yCI0BHO, ObII CUJIEH, OCHOBLIBAsSICh Ha TOM, KaK OH
YKJIOHHUJICS OT aTaKu U3 HECOBEPIIEHHOM CTOMKHM, a TEIEPh ¥ U3 €T0 IO3HL.

[TpoBepHuB MaHy 3TOTO YeloBeKa, MepK o0HapyXKuya, YTO OH CKOHIIEHTPHPOBAJI €e B CBOUX TI'Jla3ax,
TOYHO TaK Xe, Kak chuenan bpera B ['unbauy ABaHTIOPUCTOB.[]

9TO TakXKe JaBajo eMy CIIOCOOHOCTh BUAETh B TEMHOTE. TOT aKT, UTO OH OBIJT €IMHCTBEHHBIM B UX
TpyIiie, KTO He Hec ¢akesl, MOgYePKUBA 3TO.



prr‘I/IMI/I CJIOBAMH, {1 HE JOJI2KHa ITPeAriojiaraTh, 4YTO y MEHA €CTh IIPEeMMYIIEeCTBO N3-3a MOHUX I'JIa3.

- Ta magr0? YTO TH memaelns, urpas B OaHOUTa C TAKMMHU HaBHIKaMu? - Cmpocuna Mepk, B TO XKe
BpeMs BHIMCKHUBas Opely B 3alllMTe 3TOr0 YeJIoBeKa. TeM He MeHee, OHa TaKxXKe CIIpallidBalia, Tak
KakK el Toxke ObIJI0 HEMHOT'O MHTEPECHO.

OHa paccynuiia, 94TO YeJI0OBEK C ero TalaHTaMM MOXKeT 3apaboTaTh MHOTO [IeHET, He Mafas Tak
HHU3KO0, YTOOLI CTATh OAHIUTOM.

OH Mor OBl cenaTh 3TO, €CNK ObI TOJTBKO CTall dBAaHTIOPUCTOM.

OmHaKo MyK4YWMHA ITPOCTO YIILIOHYJICS ¥ OTBETHUII, HE IIPOSIBIISIS HUKAKUX TPU3HAKOB 0C/TabIeHus
OOUTEJIbHOCTH.

- KT0o 4? 3T0 TO, 0 4eM s mozKeH cupocuTh Tebs. [logyMaTh TOJIBKO, YTO TH OblyTa
GbexToBaIbIIUKOM... MeHsT 00MaHyIIH.

- O6Manyu? YTO TH UMeEELIL B BULY?

MepK Cc caMoro HavaJia HOCUJIa CBOIO JEPEBSIHHYIO MAJIKY.

910 OBITIO HE TO OPYKKE, KOTOPOe MOT ObI HOCUTh HACTOSLINHN (HEeXTOBAIbIIUK, HO HUKTO He MIPUHST
OBl ee 3a Mara UM KomeuimKa. BoIbIIMHCTBO Ntofei mogyManu Obl, YTO OHA MCII0JIb30Bajia
IEePEeBSHHYIO TTaJIKy BMECTO Meya.

Bot IIo4YeMy 3aMedaHne 3TOI'0 94eJIOBEKa II0Ka3aJI0Ch MepK TaKUM CTPAHHBIM.

B 10 Xke BpeMs CTpeJia, HalleJIEHHad Ha MepK, Ornlna BRIITYIII€HA W3-3d CIIUHEI MYy KYUHEI.

OpHako, mpexae ueM Mepk ycrnesna 4To-Tu00 MpeanpuHsaTh, 00pOJaThi MyK4YKWHA IIOBEPHYJICS U
pa3pyOun cTpesny IomoaM.

3aTeM OH IIOBEPHYJICS K TOMY MeCTYy, OTKyfa Obljia BEIyII[eHa CTpesia, U 3aKpudai: - Tl Tynuna! 4ro,
II0-TBOEMY, THI Jenaelns?! Xouelb yMepeTs?!

Cpa3sy xe I0ocJie 3TOT0 OH CHOBa IlepeBell B3y Ha Mepk. OH chena Bce 3T0, He 0CTaBUB
Mepk MecTa ong ygapa.

- Ho, 3ai...

- Tel uouot! 9 ke cka3aj Tebe Ha3LIBaTHL MeHd 6occoMm!



BopopaThiii MyK4YrHa 3apbidyajl Ha CBOEr0 MOOYUHEHHOI0, KOTOPHIY BBHIIIYCTHUII CTPEIY BO BTOPOH pas3.
[Tocre 3TOTO OH yKa3as mom0opoaKoM Ha MepK 1 cKa3ai:

- MHe o4eHb XaJjb, HO IIJTaHEl U3MEHUINCh. MBI 3TOT0 He fenaeM. CKopee, MBEL HE MOXKEM.

- 3a... bocc, 4TO TH UMeellb B BUAY?

- Mu1 yxogum! [TprKaxkuTe OTCTyNnaTh!

- Xm? X-xopomo! Orcrymaem! BceM oTcTynaTs!

Cnenys mHCTPYKUKSIM O0POATOr0 MYKUMHEI, TOJIIa, KOTOPas 0 CUX IIOp OKpyXKayia Mepk u
ToToapy, Hayaa OTCTymaTh.

MepK He MOTrJIa MMOHATH, YTO OHU 3agyMaJii, HO YyBCTBOBAJIA, YTO OBIIO OB HETIPABUIBHO UX
OTIIyCKaTh. B KOHIIe KOHIIOB, He ObIJI0 HUKAKOW rapaHTHH, UTO JIIOAX He BEPHYTCS, YTOOH CHOBa
HaIlacTh Ha HUX.

- [Tomoxpute! - 3akpuyana Mepk u 6pocunach K 0OgHOMY U3 yOeraBIInx MyK4YuH. bopomaTeiit
MYXKUMHa IIOSBUICS MeXIy MepK U ero NofYXHEHHHIM KakK pa3 Iepeq TeM, Kak oHa coOupanach
HaIacTh Ha HeTO.

- i3BuHuUTE, 4TO M0OeCcmoKoun Bac. 51 obelraio, 4To MEl 60sbie He OymeM HamafaTh Ha Bac, Tak YTO
OTIIYCTHTe Hac. - CKa3an 60pomaThiii MyKUKMHa, HallPaByIsis CBOM KIMHOK Ha Mepk. CKopee BCero, OH
crenan 3To, IIOTOMY YTO BCe ellle YyYBCTBOBaAJI, UYTO MepK UX He OTIYCTUT. Y, KOHEeYHO XKe, OHa He
cobupasnack UX OTIIYCKaTh.

- OtBeTh MHe! KakoBa Ballia 1eib?!

- XM. Mo 11e7b f1a... 9TO IPOCTO. DTO AeHbrH... HeT, momoxkau. ECTeCTBEHHO, 3TO [JI OXPaHEL TOP. -
XBaCTJIMBEIM TOHOM 3asBUJI MyKurHa. OCHOBBIBAsICh Ha KOMUYHOM 3asBIE€HUM MYKYUHEL O TOM, YTO
OHM OBIJIKA 3[€Ch, YTOOHI 3AIUTUTE TOPHI, OBITIO SICHO, YTO WX TPYIINa HCKalla IeHbIH.

[laxe ecnu 9TO Ka3aI0Ch BO3MOXKHEBIM, AJIS MepK 3TO HE KMeJIO CMEICIIA.

- Ecnu Bama eJjib - JEHbIr', TO IMIOYEMY BRI TdK JIETKO OTCTyTIaeTe?

OrnsggeBIINCH 10 CTOPOHAM, MyXK4YHWHa OCTOPO2KHO BEITAIIUIT CBOH Med.

- Cnacub6o, uTo mobonTasna co MHOM. brarogaps 3ToMy MOU JIIOOU CMOTJIXA 0/1aromoydyHo yOexKaTs.

- He umeert 3HaueHus. 4 Oyay ymoBIeTBOpeHa TOJIbKO ToOoM. Kpome TOTO, BCe OCTaNbHBIE, KPOMeE
Te0s1, MeNIKas COIIKa, He TaK JIu?

- Tol mOBOMBHO 3HEPTrUYHa, fa? Ecimu Bce MpOMOeT I1agKo, TH BIIOJIHE MOXKEIb COPBATh MXKEKIIOT.



- Yto? - Cipocuna Mepk, HaxmypuB 6poBu. bopogaThiit MyKk4uHa, C APYTO# CTOPOHEL, TPOCTO
YXMBIITBHYJICS.

- 4 cobupatock cmenath s Te6s HCKiToYeHne. f mokaxy Tebe Koe-4To UHTEPECHOEe. ITO 0COOBII
HaBBIK Moero Meua!

OcoO0bIi HaBLIK? MOXKeT Ik 3TOT Med OBITh TOXKE U3 II0A3eMesbsI?

MepK MT'HOBEHHO o6paTHna CBO€ BHUMAHUE Ha M€Y MYXKYUWHEI.

Meu B pyKe MyzKUMHEI BHE3AITHO BCIILIXHYJ O€JIBIM CBETOM, KOTHa OHa 3TO CHenana.

- 9To 3a7?!

BHe3amHas BCIHIIIKA CBETA yAuBUIa MepK, ¥ 0Ha OBICTPO 3aKphiia JIUI0 PyKaMHU.

B 0OBIYHBEIX CUTyalludgX 3TO OBITT OBI I/II[eaJ'ILHHﬁ maHc. KoHedHo, COTIEPHUK HE YIIYCTHUII OBl TAKOM
BO3MO2KHOCTH.

[TogymaTh TONBKO, UTO y HEro OBIII0 YTO-TO 1mofo0Hoe... TeM He MeHee, 9T0 paboTaeT B MOIO IIOJIb3Y!

MepK ye IIOKPHLIA CBOE TEJI0 3aKaJIEeHHOU MaHOM, IpeXk/e 4eM HadaTh [IePBYI0 aTaky. [laxke eciu
Obl MyK4YMHA Halla/l cefiyac, OHa He IOHecsa OB HUKAKOTo yIepoa.

Ckopee BCEro, OHa PaCTOMYET IIPOTUBHUKA IIOCJIE TOTO, KAK 3aCTABUT €T0 IIOBEPUTD, YTO OH OTKPHIIT
IIPEKPACHYI0 BO3MOXKHOCTb. B TOT MOMEHT, Korjia MepK moTepsiyia ee U3 BUYy, OHa Hayasla UCKaTh
MaHy 60pOJAaTOTO MYKYKHEL

A? OH yberaet?!

K ynuBnenuto Mepk, MyKunHa feicTBUTENbHO yOeran. OH c6exkar, He BOCIIOIb30BaBIINUChH
TIPEKpPaCHOY BO3MOXKHOCTHIO HAHECTH yap.

Ecnu 05l ero 11e1bi0 OeiCTBUTENBHO OBUIO 3apadaThiBaTh OEeHLIH, OH OBl He YIIYCTUI TaKylo
BO3MOXKHOCTb. bosiee Toro, eciu Obl €ro 1efbio ObIIM AeHbIH, OH OB He IIPEefI0KUII TaKyio
abcyprHylo (Y, KaK AeCATh 30JI0TEIX MOHET.

Ecmu GBI OH e CTBUTEIBHO XOTEJ MOJTyYUTh JEeHbI'W, TO Ha3Baj Okl 60siee pasyMHyio Iudpy.

- /1 BCe emme MOT'y OOTHATh €ro...



Ha#igst MaHy 3TOT0 YeloBeKa, MepK MpUTOTOBUIACh OTIPABUTLCS 3a HUM. OHa HamMepeBasach
3amepkaTh er0 U PacCIPOCUTH O IeHCTBUTEIHHOM 117N HallageHus.

- [Tomoxnu!

OpHako, KakK TOJIbKO Mepk coOpanach YUTH, PSOOM C Hel MosiBHIach ToToapa ¥ CXBaTHIA ee 3a
PyKaB.

- Totoapa?

- Tl He mOoMXKHA IpecegoBaTh ux. B mo6oM ciydae, 3aBTpa MBI IIOKUAaeM TOPHL. Bpsa mu oHU CHOBa
IPUIOYT 32 HaMHU.

- Ho...

- [Insg gero MHl 3meck? Pa3Be MBI He cTpeMUMCS foOpaThcs g0 JIorxonTa Kak MOXKHO ObicTpee? Jlydlie
COXPaHUThH CBOE BPEMS U 9HEPTUIO Ha 3aBTpa, YeM TPATUTh KX BIIYCTYIO CETOOHS.

- {1 pymaro, TH mIpasa...

To, uTo cka3ana ToToapa, OBIJIO ITPABHOM.

Haxe ecmu Mepk OblyIa 3aMHTPUTOBaHa HamafeHueM, ObII0 Ol JIydllle 0TKa3aThCs OT HETO Ha
MaHHOM 3Tarle.

- Xm? ToToapa, 4TO CIyYUIIOCH C TBOEU PYKOU?

-Y9ro?

B3rnag Mepk OblT IpUKOBaH K pykKe ToToapkl, KOTOpas CKuUMaJja ee pyKaB. MepK cuenasna BHBO[,
yTto ToToapa Orlla TOpe3aHa OCTPEIM OpPYKHMEM, OCHOBHIBAsICh Ha TOM, KaK KPOBOTOYHJIA €€ pPyKa U
OBLT pa3pe3aH pyKas.

- O, 9T0. 4 monkITanack IOMMaTh OJHOTO U3 r[apHeIZ, BHITJISAOEBIINX cnabee, KOrma OHH Y6el"aJ'II/I, HO B
HUTOTre CaMa IMOPaHUJIAaCh...

TOTO&pa BEIPa3Hnjla CBO€ HEJOBOJIECTBO, 3a2KKMas IIOPE3. CKopee BCero, OHa IIEITaJlaChk OCTaHOBUTH
KPOBOTE€4YEHHNE, HO OHO He€ ITOKAa3hIBaJI0O HUKAKUX ITPHU3HAKOB OCTAaHOBKH.

- Ucuenenue!

Mepk HEMe[IEeHHO HaJI0OXKWIIa UCclielieHne Ha ToToapy.

B KoHIle KOHIIOB, CMepTh ['aHaHa Oblla BbI3BaHa IOTepel KpoBu. OH yMep, TOTOMY YTO OHHU He



CMOT'JIX BOBPEMSA OCTAaHOBUTEL KPOBOTEUYEHHUE.

Y B HacTosIIee BpeMsi KONMMYECTBO KPOBH, XJIeIyllei u3 pykKu ToToapkl, He OBIJIO 4EM-TO, YTO MepK
MOrJla ITHOPUPOBATh.

- THI...

ToToapa Orlla COBEPIIEHHO OIIIEJIOMJIEHA TEM, YTO TOIBKO 4YTO chenana Mepk. OHa OBICTPO IpHIa B
CO3HaHME ¥ OCMOTpeJIa CBOI0 PYKY, HO 00HAPYKHUJIA, YTO MTOPE3 IMOTHOCTHIO 3aXKHUJI.

- Tel MOKeIlIb ITOYMaTh, UTO 3TO OBIJIO U3NIUILHE, HO 5, B KOHIIE KOHIIOB, HauUnHaIwmi Llenurens. 5
He MOTY UTHOPUPOBATh TO, YTO MO IOMYTUYUK IIOCTPagall.

Mepk moyecarna JUI[0 U OTBeJa B3I 0T ToToapkl, KOTOpas, Ka3aJiock, X0Tejla OTPyraTth ee 3a 3TO.
ToToapa, C APYro¥ CTOPOHHI, IIPOCTO YILIOHYIACh ¥ KUBHYIA.

- Cnacu6o0. ITogymMaTh TOJIBKO, TH MOKEIb UCIIOI30BaTh MOATUHHYI0 Bepcuio Mcrenenus... To
HEOXUIAHHOE PA3BUTHE COOBITHM.
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