HeKOTOpOG BpeMs JIeCHas OOopora IIPoaoizKajiaCh, B KOHIIE KOHIIOB CMEHUBIINCE IIOJIOTUM IIOOBEEMOM
B I'OPYy, U Iiepea HUMHU OTKPBIJIACh TOPHAA OJOPOra, IIpexae 4eM IBe NEeBYIIKKW OCO3HAJIA 3TO.

- Y-uTo HaM fenath?! 3meCh CIUIIKOM TeMHO! f HUYero He BUXKY!

CoHIle CeJlo, KOrjja OHM IIOTHMMAKCh [T0 TOPHOM TPOIIe, ¥ 3Be3Mbl OCBETU/IM HOYHOe HeGo. ToToapa
3a0eCIOKOMITIAaCh U3-3a 3TOU IIePEeMEHH.

- Tel He Bupub? IToyeMy TH He cKa3asa 00 5TOM paHblle?
- Jlagao! Tel gBUTANIACh TaK YBEPEHHO, U 51 HE X0TeJjla IPOUTPHIBATh Tebe...
- TBl JOBOJIBHO yIpsiMasi, He Tak Jiu. XM, YTO HaM [eJiaTh...

Mepk 6e3 Tpyaa yIoBUIIa BCIO KaPTUHY, OTJISIAEB CBOE TYCKJIO OCBEIeHHOe OKpyxKeHue. OmHAKO 3TO
OBLIIO B ITEPBYIO OUepenhb CBI3aHO C TEM, UTO Yy 371b(OB ObLIM T'7la3a, HA KOTOphIe He BIKsIa ThMa.
3Be3[Hl U IyHa TOXKe CUSNM SIpKo. HeyouBuTenbHo, 4TO Y MepK He ObIJI0 HUKAKUX IIPOOIEM C
BUIHMMOCTBIO.

M&I, KOHEYHO, MOXKEM MIPOUTH ellle HeMHOTO... Ho, mockonbKy ToToapa HUYEro He BUAUT, ST OBl He
XO0TeJIa 3aCTaBIISATh ee UATH Jasble...

[TockonbKy MepK Tak [0JIT0 XKUJia Cpenu 376(OB, OHa 3abblia, YTO JIIOAK HE TPUCIIOCOBIEHH K
TeMHOTe. TakuM 00pa3oM, y Hee He OBLIO APYTOTo BEIOOPA, KpOME KaK CHeNnaTh TEPEPHIB.

- TTo KpaliHe# Mepe, orofa xopoiiasi. Ham He HykHO 6paTh ¢ CO00M HMKAKUX CITAIbHEIX MEIIKOB HITH
Yero-To B 3TOM pofe. - Ckazana Mepk ToToape, MPUCIIOHUBIIMCH K OTPOMHOMY IEPEBY PSIIOM C
HuMu. ToToapa mociegoBana mpuMepy MepK ¥ MPUCIIOHUIIACH K IePeBy CIIMHOM.[]

ITo moBemenuio ToToaphl Mepk creraia BEIBOM, YTO € He MPUBHIKATh MyTellecTBoBaTh. OHa Jaxe
BHJIEJIa, KaK Ta U30 BCEX CHJI CTapanach HabpaTh BOAEI, KOTHA 3aMETHIIa, YTO CTAHOBUTCS TEMHO.
Totoapa, cKOopee BCEro, MOHsA, YTO OHU OYOyT pa30uBaTh Jareph B ropax, MO3TOMY PeLIkIa
TIONTOTOBUTHCS 3apaHee.

- Boxe moti. ITogyMaTh TOJIBKO, YTO TaKas ey, Kak 5, OyoeT BHIHYXKIeHa CIIaTh B 3TOM MECTe... -
[Toxanosanach ToToapa, 3aMeTUB, YTO MepK CMOTPUT Ha Hee. ToToapa, C APYroM CTOPOHEI, HU B
KOeM cJIy4yae He Ka3anach n30asoBaHHOM Jenu.

- MepK MoxeTt 6I::ITB, ThI MOZK€EIIIb BUOETH B TEMHOTE?

- Mory... Mucc accacuH, a Thl He MOXKEIIb?

- Boxke Mmoii. He mpa3nu MeHns! - C yneiOKoy cka3ana ToToapa. OHa Obllia MUAJION U 0YapoBaTeIbHOM
MOJIOZION XeHIHoW. Kpome Toro, ee rpynb Oblzia JOBOJILHO 00JbINONM. MepK U MeuTaTh He MOTJIa O
JTy4IlIeM IOy TYUKe.



OpHaKO OHa BCe ellle YTO-TO CKphiBaeT. OHa, HECOMHEHHO, IIPUBLIKIIA K IYTEIIEeCTBUSIM, Kak OHl 51 Ha
3TO HU cMoTpesa. [ToueMy oHa BefeT cebs Tak, Kak OyaTO OHa IOJIHbIM HOBUYOK?

970 OBIIO eMUHCTBEHHOE, Yero MepK He MOHUMaJla.

OHa paccynuna, 4Tto ToToapa 60s71aCh CIIPOBOIIMPOBATh HETIPUSATHOCTHU, CIIUIIKOM BEICOBHIBASICE.
Bo3MoxkHO, oHa 60siy1ack, 4YTO, eC/iy OyeT CIUIIKOM BHIIENIATHCS, €l MOTYT IIOMeIllaTh BO BpeMs
9K3aMeHa.

Ecnu Totoapa Orita mpaBa, Mepk mpugeTcs HogyMaTh O TOM, YTOOHI CieNiaTh TO XKe caMoe. B KoHIle
KOHIIOB, HE HCKJII0YEHO, YTO APYTHe, 3aBUAYIOIINE UX CIIOCOOHOCTSIM, IOMBITAI0TCS KAKUM-TO
06pa3oM caboTUPOBAThH HX.

B0o3M0OXKHO, MHE TOXKE ClienoyeT IIPUTBOPUTLCA HeBeXKEeCTBEHHOM.

[Toka Mepk myMmasa o0 3TOM, OHa ITOYyBCTBOBAJIa Ybe-TO MMPUCYTCTBUE, TPUOITHKAIOIIEeCs K HUM, U
BCTasa.

- Mepk?

- Tuxo!

Mepk OBICTPO TIpPepBasia ee, Ipexae YeM OHa yCIlesla CKa3aTh YTo-HUOyb eme. ToToapa cierka
IIPUIIOMIHSJIACh, 3aMETUB, YTO MepK pe3Ko BCTasla U IOJI0KUIIa PYKY Ha CBOIO NEPEBSHHYIO MaJKYy.[]
Korga Mepk yBupgena gBuxeHus: ToToapsl, OHa yOenounach, YTO OHU He ObIIM JBUKEHUSIMU HOBHYKA.
Ho ceityac 6b110 He BpeMst 6eCIIOKOUTHCS 00 9TOM.

TaMm KT0-TO ecTb. ['pynna... MUx tam 20.

Mepk cMoria ceaTh BEIBOM, YTO rpymina u3 20 4emoBeK npubnuxkaeTcs K HUM, IIOYYBCTBOBaB
Maru4ecKyio CUIy BOKPYT rpymnmnbl. OHa ITPEANooXuia, YTO OHYU OB JIIOOBME, OCHOBHIBAsSICh Ha
KayecTBe WX MaHHI, HO He Moryia OBITh YyBepeHa.

EnuHCTBEHHOE, B 4YeM OHa OblNIa yBepeHa, Tak 3TO B TOM, YTO I'PYIIIIA XOPOIIO 3Haia 00 ux
MEeCTOHaX0XKIeHUHU 1 HallpaBJignach IpsIMo K HUM. B aToT MoMeHT y MepK u ToToaphl He ObII0
apyroro Beibopa, KpoMe Kak 0exKaTh U CpaXKaThCH.

- Mepk, 4To cnyuyunocs? - Tuxo cupocusa Totoapa. CKopee BCero, oHa TOXe 3aMeTusa, 4YTO YTO-TO
OBLIO HE TaK.

- B Hamy cTOpoHy HampaBseTcs TPyIa JTogeH.



- Yto? YTO THI TOJIBKO UTO CKa3aja?!

B ToT MoMmeHT, Korfa ToToapa cKa3aja 3T0, MOXKHO OBIJI0 YBUOETh KPOLIEUHKIN KPACHBIM OT'OHEK,
MepLaloril MeXay OepeBbsIMU Iepeq HUMHU. [IBUKeHUe CBeTa YKa3hiBajio Ha TO, YTO 3TO OBIIO
nnaMs dakena. ITO 03HAUAJI0, YTO TPYIIA COCTOsIIa U3 TI0feH.

- Oronsn!

OmuHOKas CTpella MPOH3KUIa TEMHOTY B TOT MOMEHT, KOT{la 9TOT TOJIOC 9XOM Pa3Heccs 10 BCel
OKpyTe.

Ctpena nponeTtena Haf ronoBaMu Mepk u ToToapkl, Ipexae YeM BOH3UTLCS B IEPEBO c3anu. Y
IeByllIeK He OBIJI0 BOSMOXKHOCTH y3HaTh, HAMEPEHHO JIU 3TH JIIOAYM ITPOMaXHYJIKCh.

- He gBuratscs! Crnenymwoinas He IpoMaxHeTCs!

MepK ompenenuia, 4YTo CTpeia CIyKuja TOJTbKO YIPO30ii, OCHOBLIBASICh HAa TOM, YTO TOJIBKO YTO
CKa3aJjia TPOTHUBOIIOJIOKHAS CTOPOHA.

- KT0 BB Takue? - Crpocuna Mepk. [Iocne 3TOro u3 KyCcTapHuKa IIOSBUIICS P TIapHEU C
3aXKKeHHBIMU (paKejaMM B pyKaX. 3aTeM MyXK4YKHa B CepefruHe ObSIBOIBCKYU YXMBIIBHYJICS U
BBITAIIIAJI CBOY KJIMHOK.

- Xexexe. MBI - XpaHUTEIU 9TOU TOPhl. EC/IM BB XOTUTE IIPOUTH, BaM NIPUAETCS 3allJIaTUTh MOLIIAHY.

MyK4rHa ¢ TPSI3HON KPYTII0# 60pO/0ii, KOTOPHIHM TONBKO YTO 3aTOBOPHJI, IO-BUAUMOMY, OBLIT
JIUIEPOM TPYIIIIHL.

Kakwue, B 3agauIly, xpauutenu. Ouu He 60jiee 4eM ropHele OaHOUTEHL - [Tomymana Mepk, Kpemnde
CKMMasl CBOIO IePEBSHHYIO NaJKy.[]
Bparos OvI710 IBaAIATE.[]

MepK MOTJIa CKa3aTh, YTO BCE OHM OBLIM MEJIKOHM COIIKOM, HO OHA He MOTIJia 0CIabuTh OOUTEILHOCTD.
B momornHeHMe K TOMY, YTO UX OBIJIO B IecATh pa3 6ombille, MepK II0UyBCTBOBaIa YTO-TO CTPAHHOE B
JUfepe TPYIIIHL.

- 1 kakas nnarta 3a mpoe3q?

- 10 30m0TeIXx MOHeT! THI IIATUIIE?

10 30moTEIX MOHET? Hemnermo...



MepK TOHsIIa, YTO IIeJIbi0 MyXKYKH OBITH HEe TOJIBKO IeHbI'H, OCHOBEIBASIChH HA CYMMe, KOTOPYIO
TOJIBKO YTO OOBSBUI MHaep.[]

E# 6n110 J'I]EOGOHBITHO, KaKoH MIyTEMIEeCTBEHHUK CMOXKET BRIJIOZKHUTL NECATH 30JIOThHIX MOHET. Ona Oblna
Y6G}KI[€Ha, YTO MYXKYHHEI JaXKe He C06I/IpaJ'[I/ICB OTIIYCKATh HX.

- A 4TO, eciIy MBI He CMOKeM 3allIaTUTh?

- Xe-xe. Ham mpupgeTcst npuberHyTh K APYTUM CPefCcTBaM. BUOUIND T, MBI He TOPHBIE OaHIUTHL,
II09TOMY MBI OTIIYCTHM BacC, €CJIX BBl OCTABUTE BCE, YTO Y BaC €CTh.

9TO UMEHHO TO, YTO CKa3aJ Obl TOPHEIN OaHIHUT...

- 9TO UMEHHO TO, YTO CKa3aJs Okl TOPHEIN OaHOUT!

ToToapa BHIKPUKHYIAa KMEHHO TO, O YeM [yMana MepK, yIuBUB MyK4YuH. Kak TOIBKO OH YCIIBIIIAIT
3TO, NTUAEep HaxXMypui OpPoBHU.

- Muccu. 370 He TO, 4TO Tebe I03BOJIEHO FOBOPUTE. Y HAC €CTh IIPABUJIO He IT03BOJISTh HUKOMY, KTO
Ha3BaJl Hac OaHOUTaMU, YUTH.

- Hy u uto? T-THI X04elIs 3T0r0, fa?

ToToapa ckasasna 3T0, CO CTPaxoM OIJIAbIBas OKPECTHOCTH U HePBHO NpuHUMas 60eBy 1no3y. OHa

HEPBHO Tepebuia CBOM PYKHU, CKOPee BCETO, U3-3a HAIIPSIKEHUST OT MHOTOYHCIIEHHHIX (DaKeIlos,
KOTOpBIE UX OKPYXKaJu.

- HeT. B KOHIIe KOHIIOB, BBl JKEHIIUHEL. TOIBKO IPA3HbIE TIOAOHKYU MOTYT IIOAHATEH PYKY Ha KEHIINH.
Ha 3ToT pa3 Mel cHUMEM Te0sI ¢ KpIoYKa.

- Kakue-To y Bac TyT cnabrle mpaBunia. - Hacmemnuso cka3ana Mepk.

- Tel 4TO-TO CKa3ana? Hy, 9T0 He uMeeT 3HaueHUsA. [IpOCTO OCTaBbTE BCE, UTO ¥ BaC €CTh. ITO
BK/TI04aeT B ce0s Ballll IeHbT'U, OPYyKUe U ofexkny. Bce. Ecnu B 9TO cenaeTe, MBI BaC OTIIYCTHM.
ToToapa mocMoTpesia Ha MepK IocJie TOro, Kak Muaep 00BSIBUI O CBOMX TPeOOBaHUSX, U CIIPOCHUIA: -
Yrto HaM genaTh?

- CpaxaTbcs. - MepK, eCTeCTBEHHO, OTBETHUIA MPUTIYIIEHHBIM T'OJI0COM.[]

B KoHIIe KOHIIOB, OHM ITOTePSTH OB KapTy, KOTOPYIO Hana uM ['unbaus Vckatene MpUKIIOYEHNH,
ecnu OBl Y HUX YKpaju Bce ux Belry. OHU He CMOTJIM OBl BLIOpATh KpaTYaKIIKi Iy Th, €CNii OB 3TO
IIPOU30IIIIO, YTO 3aTPYOHUIO0 OBl MOCTHUXKEHUE UX 1ed. [[axke, cCKopee, crenano OBl 3TO
HEBO3MOXKHEIM.[]

9710 OBLUIO TO, YEro OHU MOJIXKHEI OBUIM M30eraTh M000H 1IeHOH.



- UTak, MKcCC, 4TO BHI OTBETUTE? - CIIPOCHI TUEP TPYIIIIE, HeOPeXKHO IOJHUMAS HOTY, YTOORI
IIOMOUTH OJIUXKe.

B TOT MOMEHT, KOTa €ro HoTra 0TOpBajach OT 3eMId, MepK GpocuIach Brepes.
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