- EcTb cyIecTBo, KOTOPOe XapaKTepU3yeTcs Kak BelrKas KaTacTpoda. OHO MOSBIIETCS KaxKble
HECKOJIbKO [ECSATUIIETHM, CeeT XaoC 10 BCEMY 3eMHOMY IIapy ¥ YAOBIETBOPSET CBOIO KaXAy
paspymenus. ®anvrapo, Bommebusiit 38eps, [I0TOK HETOJOBaHUS, - TAKOBO UMSI, JAHHOE 9TOMY
CYILIECTBY. YTBEPKIAETCS, YTO B IIPOIIJIOM PHI[APU BCEX OCHOBHBIX HallM 00beAUHSINCH BMECTE, a
€CJId HeT, TO Ha OMTBY C HUMHU OTIIPABIISIACh BCS apMUs CTpPaHbl. TakXkKe CUMTAeTCs, UTO C ITOMOIIbI0
6oroB OLITM BhI3BaHbBI MOTYIIIECTBEHHbBIE N30paHHbIe U3 IPYTUX MUPOB, YTOOH o0enuTs ero. OgHaKO
BCe 3TU 1Mo0e[Ibl ObIIM JOCTUTHYTH IeHOW MHOTOYKUCIIEHHBIX XKEPTB.

- [TopeiB BeTpa, rpyIa u3 4eThpex 4eoBek, nodeguna Panbrapo, KOTOPHIM MOSBUJICS 0KOJIO 15 et
Hasaf. OTpsan coctosn us ['epost ®ongun, CsiTou Upuem, Benukoro Myapelia AcTapfa ¥ 4ellOBeKa,
M3BECTHOTO KakK CUIbHenmmii pexToBanbimk, CeaToro Meua ScrtepTa. YTBepxKaaeTcs, uTo 6e3 3Tux
YeTHIPeX 4eyioBeK MUp He oOpest Ob mokosi. OHM M3BECTHH Kak YeTwipe ['epos 13-3a UX JOCTUKEHUN
B 3allUTe JII0Jel ¥ OAPYTUX pac OT KaTaCTPO(sl C He3HAYUTEIbHBIMU ITOTEPSIMH.

- briaropmapst cBoeMy caMOmoKepTBOBaHUI0 CBATOM Med ICTepT ABISETCSA CaMbIM IIONYISPHBIM U3
yeTheIpex repoeB. [IpeganHoCcTh CBSATOr0 Meda OcTepTa, TOKEPTBOBABIIET0 CBOEH XKU3HBIO, YTOORI
nobenuTh Panmbrapo, B HONOJIHEHNE K TOMY, YTO OH CHeJIall 9TO Pafy JIofiell 3TOT0 MUPa, a TaKxke
CBU[IETENILCTBA BEPHYBIIET0CS reposi Ponanun, B KOTOPLIX TOBOPUTCS, YTO OHU HE CMOTJIH OB
nobeguTh 0e3 Hero, Cleajy ero UMs XOPOII0 M3BECTHRIM Ha BCEM KOHTHHEHTe. B Hamm gHu
CYIIECTBYeT MHOTO IIeCEH U CTUXOTBOPEHUM, IPOCTIABIIAIONNX JCTEPTA, faXke O0bIle, YeM TEX,
KOTOPHIE BocxBasaoT ['epos ®onpuio, muuHo yousiiero ®@ansrapo. BoT moueMy ecTh Takke MHOTO
MCKaTesled MPUKII0YEHNH, KOTOPhle BOCXUINAIOTCS UM M CTPEMSTCS OBITh TAKUMHU XKe, KaK OH.

PacckazaB ucrtopuio JctepTa, [[2KOHAXUM YMOJIK. S X04y roe-HuOyab CIIPSITaThCH. ..

910 OBlNa UCKPEHHSS peaknusi MepK Ha paccka3 [[:xkoHaxuMa. Qongus IpocTo KUl ¥ ymep, He Oojee
TOT0. OTO He OBbIJIO YeM-TO 6/1TarOPOJHBIM, HalIpUMeD, AeflaTh 3TO pafyd MUpa Unu moaei. OH IpoCcTo
IEerCTBOBAJI OITPOMETYHBO, YTOOH! 3aIIUTUTL CBOUX TOBAPHUILIEH.

OH mpoCTO cHenan 3To, Imojarasi, YTo y Hero 60Jbllle BO3MOKHOCTEH yMepeTh, ueM y Qongumn.
OH ompefeNieHHO He ObIT TeM 4eJI0BEKOM, 3a KOTOPOI'0 ero BLHICTABIISIIM TIogu. M MepK MoTHOCThIO
0CO3HaBaJja dTO.

- [IxKOoHaxuM, y repost BCce X0pouIo?

- Moero Yuutens? Koneuno, 9To Tak. OH o4eHb yBiaedeH. OH BHITTISAUT TOYTH TaKUM K€ MOJIOIBIM,
KaK si, HECMOTPS Ha TO, YTO €My y2Ke 3a COPOK.

- [ToHdTHO...

Mepk Obliia youBieHa, y3HaB, 4To Qonaus BEIITIAOUT TaK MOJIOHO, HO OHA UCIEITana oberdyeHue,
y3HaB, YTO Y Hero Bce xopoiro. OHa [OKJISAIach, YTO 00513aTENIbHO IOETIUTCS C HUM CBOUM MHEHUEM,
ecny Korpa-Hubynb BCTpeTUT ero. [Ipasma, Mepk nmpocuiia ero oxBajiuTh ee, HO OHa He 0XKHUMala,
4yTO BCe OyHeT Tak ILJIOXO.

- MHe Bce ellle TPYIHO ITIOBEPUTH, YTO THI HE CIIBIIIAJIa O MUCTepe JCcTepTe. f mojarai, 4To 37IbQHI -
3TO MPOCTO Ky4YKa AePEBEHIINH. - 3asiBuiIa Jnes, 00BuHSA MepK B ee HEOCBEJOMJIEHHOCTH.

- 4 moHsna, s noHsna. Tak 4To He Morya OBl TH, TOXKaJyHCTa, IepecTaTh TOBOPUTL O HEM... - Mepk
He Bo3pazkajia MPOTUB 3TOT0, HO KaXKOIK pa3, KOT{a OHa CJIBIIIAa, KaK JJes MPOU3HOCHIA "MUCTED
ScTepT", BCe ee TeI0 HaYMHAJIO HeyIepKHUMO YeCaThCs.



9T0 3acTaBmwiI0 MepK 3aaThCs BOIIPOCOM, KaK OTpearupyeT Jjesi, KOraa y3HaeT, 4To Mepk Ha
caMoM fierie Oblsla ee yBakaeMbIM CBATHIM MedoMm ICTepTOM. S He MOTY MO3BONIUTE HUKOMY Y3HATh O
MOEM IIPOIITIOM.

Korma Mepk nocnegoBana 3a [[:KOHaXUMOM, OHa IIPUHSIA pellleHre, YTO HUKOT{la He PaCKPOET CBOE
IIPOIIJIOEe, YTOORI 3aAIUTHUTE JJIEI0, KOTOPas BOCXUINAIACh DCTEPTOM.

YenoBeuyeckue oMa Hadalld MOSIBISATECS OOUH 3a OPYTHUM II0 MEpPEe TOTO, KakK IpyIa yaassiack Bce
panbiie oT Jleca Uiimo3ul, U BCKOpe Iepeq rinasaMu Mepk IpeacTall 3HaKOMBIN ITer3ax.

Haxkonerr ouu go6pasuch 0o Topofa JHAe.

Oro. OTOT OpyKelHbI Mara3uH Bce elle 3nech! O! Pa3Be aTOT pecTopaH He ObIJI 04eHb X0po1?!

Mepk HakoHeIl JoOpasach 10 3HAKOMOW TOCTUHUIIEI, ITOTF060BABUINCE OKPECTHOCTSIMHM ¥ 3HAKOMBIMHU
3MaHUSIMHU, KOTOPHEIE OHA He Buesa yxe 15 jmeT. 3To 6blyla TOCTUHUIIA, KOTOPYIO OHA 9acTo
mocelriasna, Korga elle Obljla U3BECTHA KaK JcTepT. OfHAKO, YBUIEB TOCTUHUITY, U3BECTHYIO KaK
JTiobumas 'octunuiia CBatoro Meua. OHa cpa3y Xke mogyMaria...

4 xouy roe-HuOyOb CIIPATATHCH. ..

JTro6umast I'octuruna CsiToro Meya Oblfla TUTMYHOM TOCTUHUIIEN CO CTAPOMOIHOM aTMOChepoi u
CKPOMHBIMU pa3MepaMu. Bce OBII0 TOUHO TaK, Kak MepK ITOMHMIIA, ¥ caMa TOCTUHHUIIA He CUIbHO
M3MEeHMWIach 3a nociueguHue 15 mer.

OpHako BO3HMKIIA OOHA HpoﬁneMa. Ha3BaHue TOCTUHUIILI OBIJIO BEJIMYECTBEHHO BEITPABHUPOBAHO Y
BXOMa4, a IIPpsSAMO PAOOM C HUM CTOSAJIa BEJIMKOJIEeIIHAsA CTATy4d. CTaTYﬂ I/I306pa}KaJ'Ia YeJIOBEKa C
BEeJIN4YECTBEHHEIM BRIDAZKEHUEM JIHIlA, IBa €Ir0 Mé4Ya CMEJIO YKa3kbIBallkd B Hebo.

ToT ¢akT, yTo MepK HUKOTHAa He yoaBajoCch H300pa3uTh TaKoe JIUII0 3a BCe BpeMsi, T0Ka OHa Onlla
SCcTepToM, MOKa3kIBaJj, YTO CTATys Oblla mpeyBenudeHa. OMHAKO, OCHOBHIBASICh Ha PA3IMYHBIX
OTJIUYUTEIIBHEIX KaUeCTBaX CTATyH, ObIIO OYEBUIOHO, YTO 3TO CTATYs JCTEPTa.

4 xouy roe-HuOynb cripsaTaThcsa. OHM YTO, BCEPHE3 0KUAAIOT, YTO S BOUAY TyHa?

Hyma 3cTepTa BHYyTpU MepK OTpHULlaTENIbHO OTpearupoBasia Ha BHe3alHbIY 0K, KOTOPHIA OHa
ucIbiTana. Mepk Havalla 3ajaBaThCs BOIIPOCOM, He OBLIO I BUAEHWE CTATyu KaXK[bli pa3, KOrfa OHa
BXOUJIa B TOCTUHUIY, KaKOW-TO (hOpMOi HaKa3aHusd. YTO, Y4epT BO3bMHU, OHA Cefala, YTOOh
3aCJyKUTh 3TO?

- YTto THI menaems? [ToTOpONUCh U 3aX0AU BHYTPb.
- d-a uny...

[>KoHaX¥MM, He IIOHO3peBas 0 YyBCTBax MepK, TOMaHUII ee BHYTPh. Y Hee He OBUIO IPYTroro BEIOOPA,
KpOMe KaK BOMTH BHYTPh ITOCIIe TOTO, KaK eil He yOanoch n30exkKaTh IION03PUTEIbHIX B3TISIOB
TPYIIHLITOT YOIIOOOK... EMy He COMIeT ¢ pyK JaXe 4acTb MOero mo3opa. 4 00513aTeIbHo THY ero!



Mepk BeIpyrajach npo cels, IPOXoas MUMO CTaTyu JCTepTa.
- O 6oxe, Kak MpUsITHO BUAETh Te0s, [I:KoHaxuM. Thl 3aKOHYHUIT CBOI0 MUCCHIO?

Kak TonpKO rpymnma BoIjla B TOCTUHHUIY, JKeHIIKMHA 3a CTOMKON PerucTpanuy OKJIUKHyTa ux. Mepk
y3HaJla T0JI0C KEeHIIWHE ¥, IOKONABIINCh B €€ BOCIIOMUHAHUAX, 00HapyXKuja, 4To oHa paboTana
o(pUIIMaHTKOMN B TOCTAHHUIIE. B TO BpeMs coBceM HeaBHO CTajia B3POCJION U Ka3ajiaCh HAUBHOM, HO
Tellepb OHA M3Jlydasa COBCeM APYIYIO aypy.

To, kaK OHa pa3roBapuBaia C [I2KOHAXUMOM U APYTMM, HABOJUIIO Ha MBICJTb, UTO OHA IMPUBBIKIIA K
TaKUM 00CTOSATENbCTBAM.UTO XK, Mpouwio yxke 15 net... HeyouBuTenbHO, 9YTO OHa BHIPOCIIA B
TIPEKPACHYIO JIEMIH.

OdunmanTka, KOTOpOH B TO BpeMs Obiio 14 y1eT ¥ KOTOpasi HalloMUHasa 04apoBaTeIbHOTO 3BEPBKA,
II0B3pOCJIeNia U NIpeBpaTUiach B KpacuBYyio xXeHMuHy. Ecnu Ol TOJIBKO ee rpynb Ovlta Gorblile, oHa
Ornlna OBl MeabHEIM THIIOM MepK.

OdunmaHTKa MOBEPHYIach, YTOOH C HHTEPECOM IIOCMOTPETh Ha MepK, Korfa OHa IOfIoIIa K CTOMKE,
paccmaTtpuBas Tpyab OQUIIMAHTKH.

- O 6oxke, y HaC 3[eCh OBOILHO HEOORIYHOE UIl0... OH IIPUBE ellle OOHY KPaCOTKY.

OduuuanTka npuHsata MepK 3a ellle ONHY KPaCUBYIO JEBYIIKY, TaK Kak €e 3a0CTPEHHEIE VIIIY,
KOTOpBIe OBLIM XapaKTePHOU 4epTo 371b(G0B, CKPEIBAIUCE II0], CBET/IEIMYU BOJIOCAMMU.

MepK crierka MOKJIOHWIACh ¥ OTBETHUIIA, YCIIBIIIAB, Kak K Hel o0paTuiach OpHUIIMaHTKA.

- [TpuBeT, MeHs 30ByT Mepk. B HacTosIee BpeMs s COITPOBOKOA0 3Ty TPYIIY U3-3a HEKOTOPHIX
00CTOATEIILCTB.

- BoT Kak? 9To 3acTaBisieT MeHs 3afyMaThCs, KaK [[KOHaXUMy yIaeTcsl OBITh OKPYKEHHBIM TOJIHKO
XOPOIIEHbKUMHY KEHITUHAMH. .. [IJKOHAXUM, OT Te0s HCXOOUT KaKOH-TO 0COOEHHEIH 3amax UuIx YTO-TO
B 3TOM pope?

-Yt0? d naxuy?

II>KOHaXUM CKa3aJ 3TO, Tpexke YeM IIOHI0XaTh CBOM PYKHU. Ero HEBUHHOCTD Oblla BHICTaBlIeHA
HallOKa3 BO BCeH Kpace.

- UT0 XK, maBail IPOCTO OCTABHM BCE KaK €CTh. TaK Thl MepK? f x03sgiKa 3TOM TOCTUHUIIE. MeHs
30ByT Jly3ei.

- 0x...

Tereps s BCIIOMHUIIA.

MepK yfanoch MpOTJIOTUTE CI0Ba KaK pa3 B TOT MOMEHT, KOT/la OHU COOMpPaIuch COPBaTLCS C ee T'y0.
- XM? YT0-TO CIIy4YUIoCs?

- A... Het, suuero. KcraTty, 4To ciy4usnocsh ¢ nomosnagensueM? I'ne bunap?

- Xm? Tl 3Haews burapa? OH momien 3a NPogyKTaMu.



- [TousiTHO.

[TonbITaBIIMCh CMEHUTDH TeMY, MepK HeBOJIbHO BHIpEIIa cebe Moruiy. JIy3el, ¢ Apyroi CTOPOHEI, HE
3afiaBasiach 3TUM BOIIPOCOM, IIOTOMY 4YTO He 3Hasa, 4To MepK Oblna 31bpoM.

- {1 yousnes. ¢ He 3HaJ, 4TO TH 3HAKOMa C MuctepoMm buHapoMm, Mepk.

C mpyro# cTOpoHH, [I2)KOHAXUM U IPyTHE COYJIM 9TO HeoORYHEIM. Bce Tpoe ¢ COMHEHNEM ITOCMOTPENHN
Ha MepkK.

- 4... 1 y3Hana o MucTtepe buHape, IOTOMy 4TO MOM IPYT, KOTOPKIY MTOCEIAl 3Ty TOCTHHUILY, CKa3all,
YTO OH Y HETO B IOJNTY.

9T0 OBINIO OENWCTBUTENLHO HEyOeIuTeIbHOe ollpaBaanue. Eciay Obl BBl TKHYJIA B HETO IablieM, TO
oO0HapyxXumu 6bI MHOXKECTBO ALIPOK. [[?2KOHAXUM, C APYTOM CTOPOHHI, TPOCTO KUBHYII Ha 00BsICHEHUE
MepK 13-3a ero HeCIoCOOHOCTH COMHEBAThCS B JTIOISX.

- [TorssTHO. MucTtep buHap meHCTBUTENBHO XOPOIIUHM MyXK, He TaK JTu?

- Brl HUuero He oOLeTECH, BOCXBAJAA €ro. - 3asiBuiia JIy3el c IMPOKOil yIRIOKOM Ha JUIe.
[TomoxpuTe... [Tane buHapy B To BpeMs ObIJIO 3a TPUALATh. Vinu eMy ObIJIO IO TPUALATE?
- M-mucc Jly3eit, He Morju OBl BB, BO3MOXKHO, OBITh 3aMyKeM 3a...

- XmM? BepHo. Bunap - Mol MyXK.

- HOH?ITHO...,HYM&IO, BO3PACT - 3TO ITPOCTO YHUCIIO.
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