- [To3mpaBnsiio, cecTpeHKa. Thl HAKOHEI-TO Mmony4yuiia ogoopenue Illeda.
- Cmacu6o.

-...THI cKOpO yiigems u3 gepeBHU? - Cupocun Jloy, mpeKpacHo 3Hasi, 4To Mepk
HaMepeBasach MOKUHYTh OEePEBHIO, YTOOHI CTaTh UCKATEJIEM IIPUKITIOUEHNUH. (]

OpHako, Cyns 10 BhIpaXkKeHUIo ero JiMlla, OH, Ka3aliochk, He OBIJT B BOCTOPTE OT 3TOTO.

- 9o OymeT 3aBUCETh OT YuuTess. B KoHIle KOHIIOB, 5 BCe ellle He 3aKOHYMIa CBoe obydeHue.
OpHaKo OHa YIOMSHYJIa, YTO 9TO JOJI2KHO IIPOM30UTH CO OHS Ha [E€Hb.

- [ToraTHO... - CKa3an Jloy, IOTpyKeHHBIX B CBOM MBIC/IH. MepK BHE3allHO 3aX0TEI0Ch BCTPSAXHYTHCH,
4yTOOB! 130aBUTHCS OT CTPAHHOTO BEIpaXkeHus nuna Jloy.

- Tl He mOMXKEH IPYCTUTH U3-3a TOTO, YTO g YX0XKYy. To, YTO MeHs 3mech He OyfeT, He 3HAUUT, YTO S
nepecTtany ObITh TBOEHM CECTPOM.

- 4... s He 6ecIIoKoCh 06 3TOM, M MHE He TPYCTHO!

- B camoMm mene? OgHAKO TBOE BRIPaXKEHHUE JIUIIA TOBOPUT 06 00pPaTHOM.

Mepk cka3ana 3To, yaepKuBasi JIoy, KOTODHIH MBITAJICS BHIPBAThCS U3 €€ PYK, ¥ IPUXKUMas
yKasaTeJbHbIH 1ael] K ero meke. JIoy, SBHO B30eLIeHHbIN, HACTYyuI MepK Ha HOTY.

- On!

- Cecrtpa, 4 He aypak! f mpocro...

BEIpBaBIIKCH U3 PYK CECTPHI, JIOy MOMHS YKa3aTeIbHbIH Maiell ¥ CePOUTO CKal3al:

- 4 mpocrTo... I mpocTo 6ecmokoCk 0 Tebe, cecTpa. f CBIIIA OT OTIA, YTO 3/Ib(aM TPYIHO HAUTH
MECTO B YeJIoBe4eCKoM coobIrecTBe. BoT moueMy, HECMOTPSI Ha ero paboTy ¢ JIIOObMU, OTel]
BO3BpalllaeTCsl KaX[bli NEHb.

- Hy, Thl He ommbaenrbes...

- Kpome Toro, 51 HUKOTIa He CHIBIIaj, YTOOR! 37Tb() CTal aBaHTIOPUCTOM. McKaTenu MpUKII0YeHn, B
OTJINYME OT OTIA, KaXK/IbIH IeHb 3HAKOMSTCSI C HOBBLIMU JTIOMbMHU U MYy TELIECTBYIOT II0 HOBHIM MECTaM,
He Tak nu? Kyma Ob T HU 1mo1ina, o Tebe 6ymeT roBopuThk Bech ropop! Tebe ObI 3TO He IIOHPABUIIOCH,
BEPHO?

- Hy...

BBIpa)KeHI/Ie JInIa HOY IIOCTEIIEHHO CMEHHUJIOCH C THEBHOTO Ha 03a004eHHoe. MepK TOYHO 3HaAJI4, 9TO
OH IIBITAJICA CKa3aTkb.

OH npocTo 6eCIIOKOUIICS O HEM.

Mepk OBlzla XOPOIIIO OCBeoMIeHa 000 BCeM, 4TO MbITajICs moHecTH JIoy. OHa HUKOTa He CIIbIIaa



00 a1bde-aBaHTIOPUCTE, MaxKe B CBOEH IIPOIIION XKU3HU.[]

OnbGbI IO CBOEY NIPUPOLE PEAKO IOKUAAIKA CBOKO IePEBHIO, U OTPOMHAs 4YaCTh U3 HUX NIPOBOAUIA
CBOIO CPaBHUTEILHO OOJITYI0 XKM3Hb, HUKOTAa He BUS BHEIIHEeTro Mupa.[]

Haxe ecny Obl OHU YIIJIKA, HUA ONKH 371b( He BeIOpas Obl KKU3Hb HCKaTeNIs IPUKITIOYeHUH, YTO
TpeboBaIo YaCTHIX B3aUMOJENCTBUAN U COTPYIHUUYECTBA C JIIOObMHA. ]

OOrIuHBIE 37Tb(B HE TIO0UITH BHIAENSAThCSI. ITO OBIJI0 0COOEHHO BEPHO, KOTHAA OHU OKPYXKEHHI JTIIOObMH.
"Hy, 1 gymaro, 9TO OTHOCUTCS TOJIBKO K 371b()aM, KOTOpPHIE He XWIN KakK JIIogu."

MepK, ofHaKoO, ¥MeJia CO3HaHKe YeI0BeKa, a He anbda. boee Toro, aTo OBIIO CO3HAHKE H3BECTHOTO
HCKaTesIs MPHUKII0OYEeHHH, KOTOPEIM MHOTO I'7ie MoObIBaJl, He 3a/iepKUBasCh Ha OTHOM MECTe CIIHIIKOM
TIOJITO, ¥ BCE 9TO C IIeJIbI0 PACIIMPEHHS CBOEr0 KPyro3opa.

Mepk 6ri1a m106€3HO0 IIpeocTaBIeHa BTOpast BO3MOXKHOCTE. OHa X0Tesa moOKBATh TaM, I'le PaHbIle
He ObIBajia, ¥ CHeNlaTh TO, YETr0 PaHbIlle He [eraa.

OHa HayvaJjia u3y4aTh LETUTENIbCTBO U PELINIa CTaTh aBaHTIOPHUCTKON MCKITIOUHUTEIIBHO 110 3TOU
IPUYKHE.

- Cnacu6o, uTto 6ecrnokouinbcs 060 MHe, JIoy. OgHAKO S XOPOIIO 0CBefoMyeHa 000 BCEM, YTO ThI
ckasas. [IpuHUMas BCce 9TO BO BHUMAaHUE, s BCe XKe pPellusia MOKUHYTh JePeBHIO U CTAaTh UCKATeIeM
IPUKITIOYEHUN.

HOY HH3KO OIIYCTHUIJI T'OJIOBY, YCIIBIIIAB 3TO OT cBOoen CECTPHI. BCKOpe IIO0CJIE 3TOr'0 OH IIOOHMAJI I'OJIOBY U
3arOBOPHUII OPOXKAIIKUM I'OJIOCOM.

- axe ecyu OJist 3TOT0 MPUAETCS OPOCUTH OTIlA, MaTh ¥ MEHS?

- KTo cka3zan o ToM, 4To 51 Bac O6poiry? Pa3Be MBI TOJIBKO UTO He 00cyxkpanu 3To? [Jaxke eciu g ULy,
3TO He 3HAYMT, YTO s IepecTany ObITh TBOGH CECTPOM UJIH YTO S ITepecTaHy ObITh JOYEPhI0 OTIA U
Matepu. [I71g Havaa, pa3Be THl He CKa3aJjl, YTO He Oymellb Bo3paxKaTh, €CNH S yHay?
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-4ro0?

- 4 Bo3pazxkato mpoTuBs 3Toro! A He X04y, YTOOH TH YXOAMIIa U3 loMa U ye3xKaJja Kyfga-To faaeko!
MHe aTo He HpaButcs! KoHeyHo, MHe OBl 3TO HE TOHPABUJIOCH!

Jloy 3akpuy4ar, nIpuBeKas BHUMaHUe 31b(Q0B B OKPyre, TeM He MeHee, MepK, Ka3aioch, He
O6ecnokouiack 00 OCTAIbHAIX.[]

Ee BonHOBaNu TONBKO Iy1a3a JIoy, KOTOphle OBLIN IIOJTHEL CIIe3.

- Jloy...

-...KoHeuHo. §I, KOHEYHO, iyMaJ, YTO TH He CMOXKEIb 3TOTO cAefaTh. J ObUT yBEPEH, YTO TH HE
CMOKelllb MOKUHYTh NePEBHIO U CTaTh UCKaTeIeM NpukioyeHui. HecMoTps Ha To, 4TO s Habmonan,
KaK THI IIPeoiojieBajia MHOKEeCTBO HEBO3MOXKHOCTEH, 51 BCe ellle HafesICsl, YTO Thl He CMOXKeIllb
OCYILECTBUTH CBOIO MEUTY CTAaTh aBAaHTIOPUCTOM. - CKa3an JIoy, 30 BCeX CHJI CTapasiCh He MOPTaTh,



yTOOBI HE 3aIlJIaKaTh. MepK IIOYYBCTBOBAJI4, KaK 9YTO-TO CZKaJIO €e Cepaie.

- CecTpeHKa, ITOXKasyucTa, He Hago. [loxkanyiicTa, He CTaHOBUCH aBAHTIOPUCTOM U OCTaBalCs B
nepeBHe. [JaBail mpocTo OygeM XKUTh KaK CeMbsI, OTEI] M MaTh, 5 U ThL. - CKa3ain JIoy, mpubnuxasch K
Mepk u xBaTas ee 3a pykaB o6enuMu pykamu. ITo OBIIO Tak, KaK OYATO OH IIBITAJNICS JaTh IOHATDH, YTO
He II03BOJIUT ey YUTH.

MepK Ha MTHOBEHHE 3aKDEINIA I'lTd34d, d 3aTEM IIOJIOZKHUIIA JIEBYIO DYKY Ha IIJIe490 6paTa.

- JIoy. Tl HOMHUILIB, O YEM MBI TOBOPUJIA HEKOTOPOE BpeMs Ha3af?

-4T10?

- 9T0 OBIJIO OKOJIO TPeX JeT Ha3af. Korma Mel 06cyxkaanu 370, Tebe OBIIO elle BOCEME JIET, U 5, KaK
00BIYHO, pa3MaxuBaia CBOEH JepEeBSHHOM MalKo.

Korpa Mepk BHe3amHO 3aroBopusia 0 BellaxX U3 IpouuIioro, JIoy HefoyMeHHO MOPrHYyJI. Kak TOJIBKO OH

9TO CAeJIaji, CJIE3bI, HABEPHYBIINECS Ha €TI0 I'lla3ada, Ha4YaJIi KallaTh BHU3.

- TeI IpHUIIIETT TOCMOTPETH, KaK 51 TPEHUPYIOCh, YTO OBIJI0 HEOOBIUHO AJis Tebd... Ecnu mogymats, TH
IEeNCTBUTEILHO MBITAJICS Pa3MaXyUBaTh MOeH NePEeBSIHHOM Nayiko# U OblJT 6IM30K K TOMY, YTOOBI
ymacTs. {1 Oblla OYeHb HallyraHa, 3HAelb JIN...

- 4... 1 yxe 3a0w11 00 aToM! Kpome TOro, 3adueM Tkl BOOOIIle TOBOPUIID O...

- B To Bpems g cmpocuna Te0s, 4TO TH Oyfellsb AenaTh, KOTga CTaHellb CUIbHEIM. Thl TOMHUIIE?
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Jloy cnerka KMBHYJI, Kak OyATO YTO-TO BCIIOMHMUJI, MJIX, BO3MOXKHO, OH BCE 3TO BpeMs 3HaJI, HO IPOCTO
IIPUTBOPSIIICS, YTO 3a05I.

- B To Bpems Thl MHe He oTBeTUJ. CKOpee, TH He CMOT MHE OTBETUThL. BeposTHO, 3TO GBIJIO TOTOMY,

YTO THI HE 3HAJI, YTO XOUeEIlhb AejlaTh, Korga CTaHelllb CUJIbHBEIM. Celdac To ke caMoe?

- Hy... lymato, ma.

Jloy Bce ettle ObITI0 oguHHAANATh. OH He Halllel IPUYUHEL OBITh CUIIBHBIM, IIOTOMY YTO KHUJI B MUpE.

- 91 TakXe cka3asa Tebe TOT{a, YTO €CJIM THl CTAHEeIllb JJOCTATOYHO CHJILHEIM, Thl CMOZXKEIIb [IeJIaTh
BCe, uTO Tebe 3abaropaccyauTcs, faxe eciu 3To OygeT o3HadaTh HeymoOCTBO Ois OpYrux. Buguiib
nu, JIoy, HeCMOTPSI HM Ha 4TO, S He X04Yy BU/IETh, KaK THI 9TO [eJIaelllb

- 9 He cOenaro HUYEro IomoOHOTO!
- Torga He MOT OBI THI OTIIYCTUThH MEHS?
-Yro?

- Bupuie mu, TBOU Clie3Hl MyTaloT MeHs ropasno 6osbie, ueM ['e30 Benbye. TO MOBOIBHO



HecCIIpaBeJInBo C TBOEH CTOPOHEI, Tebe He KaXkeTcs?

Jloy IpOTIIOTUT 4YyBCTBA, KOTOPHIE IIONHSAIUCE ¥ HETO B rOpJie, KOT[a OH YCIIBIIIAl, KaK ero cectpa
CKa3aJa 9T0. MayibYmK OIIyCTHJI TOJIOBY, BCE ellle [epaKach 3a IpaBhlil pykaB Mepk, Kak 6yaTo ero He
BOJTHOBAJIH CJIe3bl, TEKYIUE TI0 €0 JIULY.

- O-3TO THI HECTIpaBeNJINBa, CECTPEHKa...
- Te1 gTO-TO CKa3an, Jloy?

CrnoBa, KoTOpHIE JIOy mpolenTas, YTKHYBIIKUCH JIUIIOM B 3€MJTIO, K Iy4IIEeMY UM K XyAIIEeMY, He
OOCTHUTTIH yiieu Mepk.

3aTeM JIoy pe3Ko OTIyCTUI pyKaB MepK ¥ OTCTYNHJI Ha ABa UM TPH IIara Ha3af, MOOHSB K Hel
TOJIOBY.

- Torma mapHo! C MeHst xBatut! CecTpa, UAM, KyOa xodeus! - JIoy 3aKpuya, Kak pebeHoK,
TIOTEPSIBIINI caMoo0IafgaHue.

- Jloy! - C 00eCTIOKOEHHBIM BHIpakeHUeM JIiila BOCKJIMKHYyIa MepK.

Korpa Jloy ycneimmarn, Kak ero cecTpa ckasajla 3T0, OH CHOBA B3TJIIHYJI Ha Hee, HO Ha 3TOT pas3 C
yNBEIOKOM, CKPHITOM 3a Clie3aMu.

- [IpaBuUnbHO, ceCTpeHKa... TEl MOXKeIlb UATH, KyfAa 3axodels. Ecnu MHe 3aX04eTCsl YBULETHCS C

TOOOI, 51 TPOCTO Halpay Tebs, rae OBl Thl HU OBITIA.

-...Teneps 9T0 GOJBINE TTOX0XKE Ha TEOS.

YecTHO ToBOpS, A5 JIoy 65110 6bI HEBO3MOXKHO BEIMTH 3a MTPEHENTH IePeBHY, YTOOb HaBECTUTh MepK.

OpQHAaKo OH TOJIBLKO UTO 3asBUJI, UTO chesaeT 9To. OH IOUIeT K HeH, rhe Obl oHa Hu Oblia. Eciu Onl
3T0 OBITIO TaK, Y Mepk He Ob110 OBI IPYTOT0 BIOOPA, KpOMe KaK MofaepKaTh cBoero 6para. Ecnu on
IPUMET et HaBCTpedy, TOTrga oHa OyHeT XKmaTh ero.

"Twl cTan cunbHee, Jloy." - [Togymana Mepk, Habmiogasi, Kak ee OpaT BHITUPAET CJIe3bl PyKaBOM.

Korga Mepk nogymasa 06 3TOM, OHa IOHSJA, 4To JIOy Temephb TOTO 2Ke BO3pacTa, YTo U ee
CaMOITPOBO3TJIALIEHHBIN COTIEPHUK.
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