-...CnaBa 6ory. Kaxkercs, c Heil Bce B OPSKe. - BeimoxHy 1 [IKOHAXUM, BEIpaXKeHUe ero JIuia
CMSTYHUJIOCH ITOCTIE TOTO, KaK OH YBHUMAEJ, YTO TOJIBKO Kpast Ofekabl MepK OblTH clieTKa 000K KEHHI.

- 9T0, JOJKHO OBITh, IIyTKa... OHA caMa pacnpaBuiack ¢ ['e3o Benbue? - BocknukHyma Jres, ee
XBaTKa Ha KOIIbe yCUINIach, KOTAa OHa IToCMOTpesia Ha Tpyn ['e30 Benbye, KOTOPHIN OB IPSMO
psmoM ¢ Mepk.[]

Ha ee nulle 3aCTHIIO BRIPaXKeHUE HEIOYMEHUS U PaCKasTHUS.[]
Ones, BepOsITHO, Oblyla pa3apazxeHa TeM (HakKToM, YTO MOJjIofas feByika nobenuna BosmebHoro

3Bepsi, KOTOPOTO faxke UM ObLIO TPYZHO MOOEOUTE.

-...YKpenJjieHre MaHou. Y ripu 3TOM [0BOJIBHO cujibHOE. KTo Th Takasg? - Cpocuna Jlyka, IOAX0as K
Mepk, KoTOpas yxKe II0BECHJIa CBOIO JIePEeBIHHYIO MKy Ha I0SIC U TIOHSIA JIUI0, YTOOH
IIOCMOTpeTh Ha Hee. OHM OBINIA TakK OM3K0, YTO MepK IoUTH HaBepHsIKa KOCHYJack Obl rpyau JIykwy,
ecnu OBl OHA ceraja Iar BIepes.

- MMm? 4 npocTo yuych Ha LlenuTens, ¥ Xxo4y CTaTh UCKATeJIEM IPUKIIIOYEHUH. - XOJIOOHO CKa3asa
Mepk, ee B3rnsap ynan Ha JIyky. Barnsag Mepk Obln IPUKOBaH K ABYM BHIITYKJIBIM XOJIMaM Ha ee
rpyny, a He K nuny JIyku.

"OHa TOXe 04YeHb OfJapeHHas."

X0Ts OHa IIPpUTBOPAIACH CTIIOKOMHOM, MBICIIH, KOTOPEIE IIPOHOCHUIINCE B €€ T'OJIOBE, OBLITIH COBCEM HE
TaKHMH.

- Te1, OTMXKHO OBITH, OUEHB XOPOIIIa, eciu JIyKa xBanuT Te0s 3a TBOM MaHUNYJAuu ¢ MaHoi. To, Kak
THI YKJIOHSIJIAaCh OT aTak ['e30 Benbue, Toxke OBIIO BeuKoIenHo. Heyxkenu Bce a1bGb TaKue
YOUBUTEIIbHEIE?

[I>xoHaX¥M CKa3aml 5TO II0CIe TOTO0, KakK PYXHYII Ha 3€eMJII0, CKPECTUB HOTH, CKOpee BCEro, OT
YCTaJIOCTH. Jluno dneu IIOCYpPOBEJIO, KOT'Ia OHA YCJIBIIIIala €ro CJIOBa.

- He moxeT 6b1Th! Ecu OB Bce OBIIM TaK Ke XOPOIH, Kak MepK, To OHM Obl y2Ke caMy 1103a00TUIIUCh
o I'e3o Bemnnbue.

- fl monararo, TH IIpaBa. ITO IPOCTO O3HA4YaAeT, YTO Mepk nmoTpscammasi. Mtak, Mepk, eCliu Tel MOTJIa
1103a00THUTHCS 0 HEM CcaMa, ITI0YeMY THI 3TOTO He cfesana?

Ha Bompoc J[I:koHaxruMa MepK IpoCcTo moKadasia roJI0BOM.

-...9T0 HeB03MOxkHO. Eciu 6b1 BOKPYT ObLIM BCe OCTajibHble Benbye, g O6bl He cMoriia mobenuTh ['e30
Benwye. 4 Obl He cupaBuiack 6€3 Bac TPOUX.

- {l monararo, TH TOXKe IIpaga.



OmHako MmpaBfa 3aKJIiovanach B TOM, UTO Jaxke ¢ Benbue Mepk Morya Gbl 1erko mooenuts I'e3o
Benbue. X0Ts OHa ¥ He 3HaJa, YTO UX OBIIO [BOE, OHA, BEPOSITHO, He Ipourpasa Ol B T060M Ciydae.

EmuHCTBEHHAs MPUYUHA, IT0 KOTOPOHM OHAa He IOMHSJIACh Ha TOpPY OfHA, 3aKJII04ajiach B TOM, YTO eH
3anpeTunu 3To. [lepeBHs 31b(h0B OblJIa MECTOM, T'Tie COOIOOeHNe TPaBUI YPE3BEIYaliHO BaXKHO.

MepK He MOTJIa OTIPABUTHCS B TOPHI OJIHA, ¥ HEe OBIIIO0 B3POCIIBIX, KOTOPHIE MOTJIX OBl COITPOBOKIATH
ee. Taxxe eciu Ovl OHa moOemuia ['e30 Benbye mocie TOro, Kak MPOUTHOPHPOBAJIa 3alpeT U
OTIIPaBHJIACh Ha IOpPY, BOIIPOC O TOM, YTO OHA HapyIlInia 3aK0H, 0CTaCs OHl.

Ecmu 681 9T0 mpou3omnto, CTapocTa ocyaui Ovl ee, ¥ OHa IIPOCTO OI030PHIIa OB CBOIO CEMBIO.[]

To xe camoe mpou301Io O, ecu Okl OHA Pellria IOKUHYTh IePEeBHI0, TPeIBapUTEIbHO He MOTyYUB
omoOpeHust ¥ He uMest HeoOXoauMoH KBanupukanuu. ITo OB KCXOM, KOTOPOro MepK xoTena
n30exaTh 110001 [[eHOH.

Bot moyemMy mouck 6e30macHOro myTu K rope u 6oprba ¢ 'e30 Benbue OBLIH 71 Hee PeIIalonuMu. ]

U Teneph OHA HOCTHUIIIA STOM LIETIH.

- [IpocTuTe, HO MOTY S IIOTIPOCUTH BaC TPOUX 00 OLOJIKEHUU?
- O kakoM?

- He mMornu GBI BHI, TOZKaTyCTa, COOOIINUTH OepeBHeE, YTO 51 ObIJIa TOM, KTO YOuI ogHOTO U3 ['e30
Benvue? Ho s mompotry, uTo6s1 CTapocTa TakK:Ke BHIIIIATHII BaM IIPEMUIO 3@ BTOPOe YOUICTBO.

- Xm?

Omest oTTONKHY A JIyKy B CTOPOHY U BCTalla mepeq MepK ¢ CepOuTHIM BhHIpakeHueM NUIIa.

- Pa3Be MBI MOX0KM Ha aBaHTIOPUCTOB, KOTOPHIE XOTAT YKPACTh 4yK0e AocTuxkeHue? He myTu Tak.
[TpaBma, MHe BCe ellle TPYOHO MTOBEPUTH, UTO TH oGenusa 'e30 Benbue B OMMHOYKY, HO 9TO He
3HAUUT, 4TO g O6ymy nraTh 00 3TOM

- Mucc Jres...

- Bce B TOUHOCTH TakK, KaK rOBOPUT Jjiesd. MEI ONy4YuM IIpegHa3HaueHHY0 HaM Harpagy. [loka Mel
3THM 3aHMMaeMCs, MBI TakXKe COOOIIMUM, UYTO Thl MoOefnia OQHOTO U3 ABYX MOSBUBIINXCS ['€30
Benpue.

- II>KOHaXuM...
- Mepk, TH cunbHass. MBI BCe MOXKEM COTJIACUTHCSI C 3TUM

- Mucc Jlyxa...

Bce TPOe€, KaK U 02KUOAJIOCh, OKAa3aJIUCh MPAMOOYIIHBIMA UCKATEIIIMHU l'[pPIKJ'II-O‘-IGHHfI.D



Y Mepk u3 ee MPOUIION XKU3HU CI0KUIOCH BlleYaT/IeHNe, YTO MHOTHE MOJIOAble BLICOKOPaHT OBhIE
aBaHTIOPUCTHI Kpajlu 4yXKue NOCTUKEHUS U COBEpPIIaay OTBPaTUTENbHbIE IOCTYIIKH, HO 3TH TPOE,
Ka3aJIoCh, ObIIM IPYTUMU.

Mepk Onlzla OMHOBPEMEHHO TT0paXxKeHa ¥ TPOHYTa UX BHICTYIIEHHEM.[]

Hecmotps Ha TO, 4TO Mepk HUKOIIa He BCTpevasla APYrUuX aBaHTIOPUCTOB, KpoMe [Irvitatomero
Ynmapa, y Hee c037aioch BriedaTjieHHe, YTO aBaHTIOPUCTHL 3TOTO BeKa He BCE TaK YXKaCHHL.

- MepK, ecTb KOe-4To, YTO MEHs OECIIOKOHT.

Kaxk pa3 B TOT MOMEHT, Korfia r1a3a MepK Haydasu CIe3UThCsl, Jies 3aroBopusia HECKOJIBKO
CEPAUTHIM TOHOM. MepK IogyMarsa, uTo oHa Obljla 4eM-TO pacCTpOeHa M3-3a BhIPAXKEHUS ee JIHIla, HO
OHa He MOIJla TOYHO OIpeeIuTh, YTO 3TO.

- Mepk, monpo0y¥ MpoOu3HECTH MOe UMSI.

- Yt0? Thl MUCC JJied.

- Teneps JIyku.

- Mucc Jlyxa...

- Tenieps [IKoHaxXuMa.

- Ou [I>xxoHaxuM. B uem meno?

- Bort ono!

"JT10 Takoe?!"

MepK BCe ellle He MOTJIa IIOHATH, I04YeMy Omnes 3MUTCA.

- [Touemy THI foOaBmsgems “"Mucc" K MOeMy UMeHH U UMeHU JIyKu, HO Ha3biBaellb [IxKoHaxuMa 6e3
Kakux-mu0o GpopManpHOCTEH?

-...Temeps, KOT{a TH YIIOMSHYJa 00 9TOM...

MepK, HaKOHEIl, CMOTJIa TIOHATh MPUYKHY THeBA Jner. OfHAKO, TOCKOJIBKY OHA CHesaja 3TO
6ecco3HaTenbHO, MepK He MOrJla OTBETHUTD, II0UEMY OHA 3TO [ejasa.

"B Moeii IPOILION XKKU3HU S TPUBHIKIIa 00pallaThCa K MyKUMHaM MOJIOKe MeHs 0e3 KaKux-ru0o
dbopmanbHOCTEH, U 5 OB moOaBuIa "Mucc" K UMeHH J1I000¥ XKEHIIUHE CTapllle YeTHIPHAAIATH JIeT.
Ceiiuac MHe IOBOJILHO TPYAHO U30aBUTHCS OT 3TOM IPUBBLIYUKH..."



- [I>KOHaXUM, THI HE BO3pazKaellh?

- Xm? Huckomnbko. BMecTo 3T0oro, Kak Hac4eT TOro, YTOOH 51 TPOCTO Ha3kIBasl Te0st Mepk? ITo
IOJIKHO BCe ylIaguTh. - Ckazasn [[:KOoHaXUM C JIy4e3apHOU yIbIOKOU, OBICTPO IOJI0KKB KOHEI] 3TOMY
neny. Mepk He Bo3paxKasa, 4To6sl [[2KoHaxuM obpaiiasncs K Hel HeOpeKHO, TI03TOMY OHa TOXKe
ClerkKa KuBHYyIa.

-4 IIPOCTO HE MOTY IIPUHATH 3TO...

Onest BEIpa3uiia CBOe Ipe3peHre XMyPHIM BeIpaXkKeHUEM JIUIla, Kak OyATo He MOTJjia TOBEPUTh, UTO
IxoHaxXuUM ¥ MepK TakK JIeTKo mpeHeOperau GopMaabHOCTIMU. MepK HU4Yero He MOTJIa C 9TUM
mmofenaTh, HECMOTPS Ha CBUPEIBIA B3TTIAN JIIEH.

- UTo cny4unock, Jnesi, Thl peBHYelb? - HebGpexkHo cupocun ee [IKOHaXUM.

Omesi, ¢ OPYTroi CTOPOHEI, IIPOCTO YCTaBUIaCh Ha HETO C HEJOBEPUEM.[]

Mepk mpeqmnonaraia, 4To [IXKOHAaXUM He 3HaJI 0 YyBCTBAX JJIeH K HeMY, HO 3TO BHITJISIENI0 HEBEPHO.
OHu OBUTM OYEBUOHE Jaxke [Jiss MepK, KoTopas TOIbKO HelaBHO IPUCOeTUHUIACh K HUM, TaK 4TO
I>XOHaX¥M HHKAK He MOT 3TOT0 He 3aMeTHTh.

- Ecriu TH peBHYelIlb, TToYeMy OBl TPOCTO He TOMPOCUTh Mepk oOpaluaThcs K Tebe HeoQUIIUaaIbHO?

- A?

"OH menCTBUTENIbHO HE IOHUMAaeT 3Toro..."

- YTo s mBITAlOCh CKa3aTh, TAK 3TO TO, YTO, IIOCKOJIbKY BHI y2Ke oOpaljaeTech K MepK HeounuaabHoO,
OHa [JIOJIZKHA IIPOCTO CHEJaTh TO XKe caMoe. JIyka, Y4To Thl 06 3TOM CKazKellb?

- { He BO3paxKaro.

- H-4...

Y Onewn 61710 HETIOHUMAIOIIlee BHIPaXKeHue JIKIa, KOT{la OHA TOBOpPUIIa. BeposTHO, OHA MCIBITAIa

obneryeHue OT TOro, 4To [I:KOHaXuUM He [oTafajICs O ee UCTUHHBIX YyBCTBaX.[]

OHa MoJT4ya KMBHYJIa, OPOCUB IIOCTIeIHUIM B3TIIA Ha MepK.

- {1 He IpOTUB, €C/IU TE TaK ['OBOPHUILIL, [IKOHAXUM...

B pe3ymnbTaTe, HECMOTPS Ha MOXKelaHUs MepK, OHa B KOHEYHOM UTOTe Hayasia O0INaThCS C YIeHaMu



[Teimatorero Yoapa HeopUIIMaIbHO.

"4T0, 4epT BO3BMH, IIPOUCXOIUT?.."
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