Ha yeTBepTHIii JeHb IIOCIIE TOTO, KaK I'/laBa AEPEBHU OTIIPABUII 3aMIPOC, MepK MOJTy4nsia U3BECTHE O
TOM, YTO B II€PEBHIO TPUOLIIA IPYIIa UCKATeNel MPUKITIOYeHUH.

- Yro? Thl, HOMKHO OBITH, LIYTHIIE.

Mepk, KaK 00BIYHO, 3aHMMAJIach B 3a[IHEH YaCTH Cafia, KOT/Ia YCIIBIIIana HoBoCcTH. JIoy mpubexan u
CKa3aJl ei 00 9TOM KaK pa3 B TOT MOMEHT, KOT/Ia OHa M3PSIHO BCIOTETIA.

B nocnenuee BpeMsi y HETO BOIIJIO B IIPHUBEIYKY YXOOUTH B JIEC DAHHUM YTPOM. OH TakXe IoIIen TyOa
CerogHd YTPOM, HO BEPHYJICA CIIEIIUAJIbHO, YTOORI COO6H.II/ITB MepK 9TY HOBOCTbE.

[TogymaThb TONBKO, 4TO JIOy, KOTOPHIM PeiKO BEIXOAUT U3 floMa U MeHee pU3NYeCKH 300POB, YEM €T0
CBEPCTHUKH, Tpobezkan BeCh IIyTh U3 Jieca Clofa.

BoT Kakue MBICIU CIIOKOWHO IIPOHOCUIUCH B F0JI0BE MepK.

OpHako, Koraa JIoy OTKPEHIT POT, ee CIIOKOWCTBUE UCUE3JIO.

- 4... 9to mpaBaa. Y 6apbepa MOSIBUIACH I'PYIINA U3 TPeX YesioBeK! Mame OBIII0 TOPYYEHO OTBECTH UX,
U B HACTOsIIee BpeMs OHM HaxXoAsaTCs Ha myTH K gomy lleda.
- To. A... 910 TaxK...

Henemno! O yem oHu gymatoT?! OTO moceleHre fepeBHHU 971b(oB, YTOO MOKOPUTh ['e30 Benbye!
Kpome TOr0, NX BCETO TPOE, TaK YTO OHU MOIKHHBI OBITH JOBOJIBHO XOPOIIIH. ..

Mepk OrljIa B IPOCTH, TaK KakK ee MpefcKa3aHrue 0 TOM, YTO HUKTO He MOSIBUTCS, 0Ka3alioCh
HEBEPHBIM.

OOBIYHO HUKTO He COTJIAacHIICS OBl Ha MHCCHIO 0 yOuicTBy I'e30 Benbue, moaTomy MepK momKHaA
Obla OBITH G71aTOApPHA, YTO MOSIBUIACh TPYIINA aBAHTIOPUCTOB. MepK IIpPeKpacHO IIOHUMaJa 9T0, U
OHa TaKXe IOHKWMaJlla, YTO €€ BO3MYIIeHHe ObIT0 COBEPIIEHHO 3TOUCTUYHBIM.

OmHako, eCIi 3TY aBaHTIOPUCTHI BHITTOIHAT 3afaHue 0e3 IPOUCIIeCTBUH, aHCH MepK Ha ofobpeHue
[ITepa ncue3nyt. Ee maHCH MOKUHYTH JEPEBHIO TaKXKe IIPOIaayT.

U Mepk, 4eCTHO roBOps, 3TO He HPABUJIOCE.

- 410 3TO 3a mapHu? { UMelo B BULY aBaHTIOPUCTOB.

-Yto? O. Tam ogun MYy2XK4YWHa U B€ KEHIIUHEI. Bce onu KaXyTCs OOBOJIBHO MOJIOOBIMHA. Eciu O MHE
IIPHUIIJIOCH OLI€HUBATH UX BO3PACT B YEJIOBEYECKHUX I'ofaxX, A OBl CKa3saJl, 9YTO UM 3a ABafIllaTh. ITOT



MyK4YMHa TaK¥Ke HOCUT C cCoO00M Med.
- [IpaBpa? Utak, ofuH MyXK4YWHA U [Be KEHIIUHHI, f1a?

Korpa pmeno moxomusio [0 MOMCKa KOMIIAHbOHOB, 11071 0OBIYHO He UMeJl 60/IbIIOr0 3HaUeHUsT OIS
HcKaTesel npukimodyenni. OOBIYHO OH 3aHKMMAaJl BTOPOE HUJIM TPEThe MECTO.

KoHeuHO, co3gaHue I'PYIIIL C HE3HAKOMIIEM ITPOTUBOIIOJIOKHOTO IT0JIa MOXKET MPUBECTH K
moMoraTenbcTBaM. OIHAKO, €CJTH YJIEHBI TPYIIILI XOPOIIO JTAAUIIH, UM OBITIO JIeTYye OTIIPABUTHCS B
IPUKITIOUEHNe, eClTU OHU 00beIUHUINChH, HE3aBUCHMO OT TOTO, OBUIM JIM UX CIIYTHUKUA MYKYUHAMHU
WY XKeHIMUHaMHU. Brimo 661 HeahheKTUBHO OECIIOKOUTHCS O TeHIEpe.

B pe3yiibTaTe 110 BCeMy MUDPY HEPEOKO MO2KHO OBIITO BCTPETUTH I'PYIIIIEI, COCTOAIINE U3 OOHOTO
MYZKYHWHBI 1 MHO2K€CTBa XKEHIIUH, UJIU HaO60pOT.

Hy, s oymaio, B 3TOM U 3aK/II0YaeTCs CyTh IPUKIIIOUEHUN... f ToXKe KOTrfa-To X0Tell ObITh
OKPYKEHHBIM XeHIIVMHaMU-aBaHTIOPUCTKaMU.

Briny TakKe aBaHTIOPUCTH, TaKue Kak MepK, y KOTOPHIX UMENIUCh UCKITIOUUTENIBHO pa3BpaTHEIE
MBICJIH.

- Hy, moka s He yBUXKY UX caMa, 51 He Oyoy 3HaTh HaBepHsSIKa. MH oTmpaBnsemcs B goM [leda.
-4Yro? 4... s ocTaloch 31eck... A yxKe Bumen ux y 6aprepa.

- Yro THI roBOpHIIL? Tebe Toxke TIOOOIBITHO, HE TakK JTu? Pa3Be He TH TOT, KTO XKOajl UX KaXK[IbIH IeHb
c Tex nop, kKak Illed cmemnan 3ampoc?

- 9-3T0 BEPHO, HO...

Xorts Jloy Ka3ajics He3auHTepeCOBaHHBIM, Ha CaMOM [IeJie ero MeperoHsIIo 1000 TCTBO. B KOHIIE
KOHIIOB, HECMOTPS Ha ITOCTOSTHHOE HEIThe MepK, JIoy Bce paBHO KaXKObIM NeHb XOOUI K 6aprepy,
yTOOR! MOXKOAThCS UCKATEJIeH IPUKITIOYEHUH.

OH He MOT He MHTEPEeCOBATLCS aBAaHTIOPUCTAMH, 0COOEHHO IEPBLIMU JIIOIEMH, TOCETUBIIUMU
IEPEBHIO 31Tb(OB.

[TpuuuHa, IO KOTOPO#H JI0y HeJaBHO TPEHUPOBAJICS C MepK, CKopee BCero, 3aKodanach B TOM, 9YTO
ero MPeBKYIIeHNe U TPEeBOra CTOJIKHYIIUCE.

- DaBai, momuiu!

Mepk mopornta K oco6HsKY [Ileda co cBoel nepeBSHHOMN MaJKON B OMHOM PyKe U pyKou JIoy B
OPYTOH.



- II-mopgoxpgu! H-He TN MeHs!

HecmoTps Ha ero npoTtecTsl, JIoy He COIPOTUBIISIICS, KaK OyATO IIPUHSII pellleHHe.

Korga Mepk u JIoy mpuOBIIN K 0COOHSIKY OEePEeBEHCKOTO CTAPOCTHI, OHU 3aMETHU/IH, YTO OPyTrue
JKUTEJU OePEBHU 3arIsgbIBAlOT BHYTPh Yepe3 OKHA ¥ OTBEPCTHUS B OyMaKHBIX pPa3IBUXKHBIX JBEPSIX.

BonbmuHCTBO IMIPUCYTCTBYIOIINUX OBLITH JeTbMHU, HO 06Hapy}KI/IHOCb " HECKOJIBKO B3POCIIBIX.

Kaszarnocs, Bce oyManin 00 OTHOM M TOM Xe.

- IToxoxke, BCe XOTAT B3TJIAHYTH HAa aBaHTIOPUCTOB.

- Ta. OgHakKo TO, KakK OHU 9TO Meal0T, COBCEM He U3SITHO.

He MYOPCTBYS JIYKaBoO, MepK " J'on IIOIIPOCHUIIX OOJHOT'O U3 J:[eTeﬁ, UX Opyra, PaC4uCTUTL MECTO,
YTOOBI OHU MOTJIH IIOCMOTPETE.

BryTpu Mepk Moria BUOETh JEPEBEHCKOI0 CTapOCTy U COBETHHUKA, a TaKXKe TPEeX UCKaTenen
IPUKTIOUEHUH, CUOAIINUX HalpoTuB HUX. Kak u ckasan eu Jloy, TaM OBLIM OOUH MyXK4YWHa U [IBE
JKeHIUHEL. VX HeNlb3s OBII0 OTHECTU K KaTerOPUU MOAPOCTKOB, HO OHU, HECOMHEHHO, ObIJIA MOJIOTHL.

OpHa U3 XKeHIIUH, Cys II0 TOMY, YTO MOTJIa BUeTh Mepk, Onlna Komneuiuiiei. OHa rpallio3HO
cupena, mepxka Kombe PSIIOM C HOraMH, TOTOBasi CXBATUTh €T0 B JTI000M MOMEHT.

Ee onuHHEBIE PO30BEIE BOJIOCEL OBLIH COGpaHBI C3a7¥ B KOHCKMH XBOCT, a I'Jla3a CUSIIU YBEPEHHOCTEIO.

BTopas XeHIMHa Ka3anach BOJIIEOHUIIEH.

Iaxke HaXOMsICh B KOMHATE OHA HEe CHSJIA CBOIO IUIANY (GOKYCHUKA, ¥, HECMOTPS Ha TO, YTO
CTOsI7Ta BeCHA, OHa Obl/la ofeTa B YEPHYIO ¥ TOJICTYIO Ha BUO MaHTHUIO. Ee manoyky HUTHE He OBbIIO
BHIHO, T03TOMY MepK IpeArnosoxkuia, YTo OHa CIpsiTaHa B €6 MaHTHU.

Ee Bomoce! ObIIH YEPHBIMHU, YTO ABJIAETCA PEOKOCTHEIO Ha 3TOM KOHTHHEHTE.

...00e OHU HaCTOSIIKME KPACaBUIIHL.

BocnpusitTie KpacoThl MepK HEMHOT0 MCKA3UJIOCh M3-3a TOTO, YTO BCE 3TO BPEMs €e OKPYKaju
97b(MEI, HO KEHIIUH, CTOSBIINX ITepe[l Hell, HECOMHEHHO, MOXKHO OBIJIO 0XapaKTepHU30BaTh Kak
KpacaBull cpenu mofed. OHK HU B UeM He YCTyIanu 3nbdaM. B moBepieHune Bcero y Hux o0eux Oblna



OoJIbInast TPyab.

- OTpOMHEIE...
- CecTpeHkKa”?

-...4... Hert, HRUYeTO.

3aTeM MepK mepeBeia B3TJIA[ Ha MyK4YUHY, KOTOPOTO OKPY2KaJIu 3TH MOTPsICcAlOIIye XeHIUHEL. To,
YTO OHA YBHUEJNA, ellle 60JbIlIe TTONOTPeNio ee HEHABUCTh, 0COOEHHO IIOTOMY, YTO OH OBbIIT OUYEHb
IIPUBJIEKATEILHEIM MOJIOTEIM YEeI0BEKOM.

OH coBceM He ITOXOAUJI Ha KOKETIUBOTO I1J1eit00s ¥ Ha CaMOM [ieJie BHUMAaTeIbHO CIyIal
o0bsicHenus lleda. OH Ka3ancsa 04eHb NOPALOYHEIM MOJIOOEIM 4eJI0BeKOM. MepK 4yBCcTBOBasa cels
OuKe K HEMY, TTPOCTO TJISIMAS Ha Hero. ITo OBIJI0 CBOETO POfia MppalKroHaIbHOe BlieYaTIeHuE,
KOTOpOe MOJIOfeXb TPOU3BOAMIIA Ha APyrux. Kpome Toro, Gurypa, mpuKphiTas KOXKaHEIMU
mocnexamu, Oblla XOPOIIO Pa3BUTA.

- OH TakoOH MOTPSACAIOIIUH. ..

OnbGUUKY B3MOXHYIH, YBUIEB MyKECTBEHHYIO BHEIITHOCTh IOHOINHY, & TaK¥XKe ero Tejlo, KOTOpPOro He
XBaTaJo 3MbpaM-MyKurnHaM. BUas Ux B TaKOM COCTOSIHMM, MepK IIPHUIIIa B SPOCTb.

- Ti1. YTo He Tak C 9TUM YeJIOBEKOM? Y Hero maxe YIIN HE 3d0CTPEHHEIE, a IIePEHOCHUIIa JOBOJIBHO
BBEICOKaAf.

BEIIO CNBIIIIHO, KakK MY2K4YUHEI, C06paBH_II/IeCH BOKDPYT MepK, Ha4aJli BO3MYIIATHCA.

OOBIYHO OHA OTMAaXuBaIach OT HOI[OGHI:IX 3aMevYaHui, ¥ XOTS OHa He IIPOU3HOCH]IA 3TOT0 BCIIYX, B
9TOT Pa3 OHa COTrJIaCuIaCh C MyXK4YHWHAMMH.

- {1 He BUXKY ero Medya.

Brumanve Mepka IPUBJIEKIIO OPYXKUE MYKYUHEL, 0 KOTOPOM el paccka3ai JIoy, a He ero BHEIIHOCTb.

K HecuacThio mjist MepK, opyKue MyKYUHEI ObIJTO PACIIONIOXKEHO C IIPOTHBOIIOIOKHON CTOPOHEL OT
HETO, TI03BOJISIST €H BUIETh TOJIBKO YaCTh HOXKEH Meda. M TOIbKO ¢ 3TOM MajlocThio Y MepK He ObIII0
BO3MOZKHOCTH Y3HATh, UTO 3TO 3a OPYXKHUe, 10 KpalHel Mepe, TaK OHa IIpefdrosarania.

-4rto?

Y Hee OBIJIO CMyTHOE BOCIIOMHUHaHHE 00 9TOM Meuye. OHa BCIIOMHMJIA HOXKHEI, €CJTH TOYHO... FIX u3ruo,



VHUKAJIbHOCTH ¥ LBET... [I0 KaKOH-TO mpuuyuHe aTMocdhepa, KOTOPYIO OHU U3Ty4asu, Obljia CIIUIIKOM
XOPOILI0 3HaKOMa MepkK.

Kak 6ynTo oHa BUfeJla 3TO paHbIIIe.
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