- Kak TBI coOupaenibcst yOUTh KOT0-TO 9TUM OPYKHUEM, CECTPEHKA?

C mepeBsSIHHOY TIaJIKOU B IIpaBOY PyKe U JlafoHbI0 JIoy B 1eBou, Mepk ocTtasusia rno3aau [IeHb
Bonbuioro [lepeBa u Hadasa IPOABUTaThCS Yepe3 IPOCBETHL B JIECY.

Hoy IIOCMOTPEJI Ha Hee CJIEBa C 03dda9Y€HHBIM BEIDAXKEHHNEM JIHIld, KOI'ld IIPOU3HEC CBOU BOIIPOC.

BeposiTHO, OH OBl 00€CIIOKOEH TE€M, YTO Y €r0 CECTPHI HeT HU JIyKa, HU Meda, U OHa BpSA[ JIX CMOIJIa
05l yOUTB KOT0-1100 JEePEeBIHHON MaIKOU.

- Ecnu mogymats, 3TO TBOS IepBast oxoTa. He HyxHO 6ecriokouThcs. IIpocTo Habmoma.

IOnst JIoy, KOTOPHIH OKKAAT IOM TOJTBKO II0 OCOOBIM CIIydasiM, OKPY2KAIOIIUH efi3axk I0Ka3aIcs
MOBOIBHO sipKuM. OH MPOJO/IKajl CMOTPETh HAllPaBO U HAJIeBO, ¥ BHIPAXKEHUEe ero JIUIla MeHsI0Ch
BCSIKMH pas, KOTHa OH BHUeJ 6O0JbIIOe JePEBO UK BEJTUKOJIeNre SIPKUX IIBETOB. [1pOIIIio MHOTO
BPEMEeHH C TeX Iop, Kak MepK Bupesna cBoero 6paTa TAaKUM CYaCTIMBEIM.

- B mocnenHuii pa3 TH OBUI CO MHOM, KOTZIa IPOXOAMIIO MO€e IIpefbIaylilee COpeBHOBaHKe ¢ ['aHaHOM,
BEPHO?

- Ta. Ho B mpomuieii pa3 Mbl ObIIM HE TaK BHICOKO.

- Tl ipaB. MBI He MOTJIM IIOJHSTHCS BHILIE, IOTOMY YTO B TO BPEMS THI OBIJI €1le MaJI€eHbKUM.

OpHaxko, 1o CpaBHEHHUIO C MIPOLIJIEIM pa3oM, JIoy BEIPOC U CTall CujibHee. MepK BOCXHUILagach pOCTOM
IeTey, He IIOHUMaAsI, YTO HAaXOOUTCS B TOHU XK€ JIOJKE.

- XM? JIaBaii HAYHEM C OXOTHI Ha 3TO.

Korpa Mepk mouyBCcTBOBajia 4be-TO IIPUCYTCTBUE, OHA IIOMHSIA TOJIOBY U YBUAEJA CHHIO IITULLY,
CUISILIYIO Ha BeTKe IepeBa IpsaMo nepen Heid. OHa He Oblyla HY CJIUIIKOM GOJIBIION, HYU CITUIIKOM
KPOIIIEYHOU, 1 HECTHU ee OBLI0 OB JIETKO.

- Ota ntuna? Ho oHa Tak BBEICOKO... Kak TH ee HouMaeb?

- ¢ Mmory GpocuTh epeBsHHYIO Manky... Ho pa3 yX s B3s1a ¢ cO60M 3TOT OXOTHUYUHN HOXK, TO BIIOJIHE
MOT'y UM BOCIIOJIb30BaThCs. Xbs!

MepK OocTajia OXOTHUYMH HOXK U METHYJIa €r0 B HU49ero He II0JO3PEBAIOIIYI0 CHHIOIO IITHUITY.

- Yupuk...”?



Hox l"J'Iy'GOKO BOH3HIJICA B HIEIO IITUIIEI, © OHA IIPOCTO YIIaJia, HE B CUJIaX HUYETO COEeIaTh.

- Xopoiwo. MuHyC OfguH.
- ...TBl He DOMXKHA TakK II0JIb30BaThCS 3TUM HOXKOM, CECTPEHKA...

- 4 3Ha10. B mo6oMm Ciliy4dae, [JaBall CHayalla OTKayaeM KPOBE.

[TTuirel B 9TOM j1eCy ObLIM U3BECTHHI CBOEM KHU3HECTOMKOCThIO. [JaxKe eciu Ol HOXK BOH3UJICS UM B
111€10, OHU He yMepiu Obl cpady. [ToXBalbHO, UTO ITHIIA BRIXKKJIA, HECMOTPS HA TO, YTO ee Iest OblTa
IIPOH3eHa HOXKOM, HO ceryac fyiss Mepk OvlJI0 He BpeMsi COUyBCTBOBAThH €H.

- IIpocTH, MankImKa.

MepK BHIIEPHYJIa HOXK W3 II€U COMPOTHUBIISIIOIIENCS CUHEH MTUIIH M CXBATHUIIA €€ 3a HOTH, HAallpaBUB
ee TOJIOBY BHHUS.

- YUpUK... YUPUK... YUD...

[Toka nTuila 6unach B KOHBYIbCUSX, MepK OBICTPO CBsI3ajia el HOTH BePEeBKOM, a 3aTeM IIPHUBs3aja ee
K CBOEU [epeBAHHOU MajKe. 3aTeM OHa IIepeKuHYJIa ero yepes IIJIeY0 U CHOBa II0CMOTpesia Ha JIoy.

- Mu1 MoT/Iu OBI TAKXKe CIIUTh KPOBE II0CJI€ TOT'O, KaK BEPHEMCA K ITaio BomneIioro JlepeBa. HWHavye MH
IIPOCTO HAIIPACHO IIOTPATUM BpeMH.

- T-THI TIpaga...

Jloy oTcTynun Ha Imar oT MepK, CKopee BCETO, IIOTOMY, YTO ero OTTONIKHYJIX ee NeNCTBUs. BeposTHO,
OJISI HETO 3TO OBLIO CJIMIIKOM TSIXKeJIO.

- 9TO meUCTBUTENLHO OBIIO TaK CTpaIrHo?  xouy, 4TOOI TH 3HAJI, YTO KOTfa 5 Obljla B TBOEM
BO3pacTe, 5 yXKe yOuna 4er...

Y6usa yenoBeka. ITo ObIIM CI0Ba, TOTOBEIE COPBATHCS € Ty0 MepK, mIpexk[e 4eM OHA IMIPOTJIOTHIIA UX.

- Youna uen? Yto Takoe yen?

- A... Het, Huuero. IIpocTo mTuyKa... [laxe 3nmbGbl HOIKHE €CTh, BepHO? Cracubo Tebe, MaTh-
IpPHUpPOA.

Jloy GBI OIIeJIOMJIEH OTBETOM MepK, HO OH He CTaJl pa3BUBATh 9TOT BOIPOC Hanbine. Eciu 6bl 0H



HaXaJl elle HEMHOTO, MepK He cMorJIa O YBUJIBHYTE. K cyacTrio, Ha 3TOT pas3 e’ 3To YHaJIOCk.

Y-ycniokoiics, 1. 9ctepT OBl TeM, KTO yOusn 0aHOUTOB, HallaBIIUX Ha NEPEBHIO, KOTTIa eMy OBIIO
BOCEMb. JTO Oblsia He . f uMero B BUAY, 3TO OBII 51, HO 3TO Oblyla HE MepK...

Brinu cny4yau, mogo0OHbEIe 3TOMY, KOra MepK He MOTjia OTJIMYUTh CBOM BOCIIOMUHAHHUS O XKU3HU
3cTepTa OT BOCIIOMUHAHUY 0 XXKKU3HU MepK. B mpoIinoM OHa fenana psn COMHATENbHBIX 3asBI€HUH,
HO ee HUKOTTIa He JI0BUNIU. B ocHOBHOM Giarofaps ee ymaue.

Mepk nopyMara, 4To 0OHa He OymeT 0eCIIOKOUTHCS, €CIHM KTO-HUOYOb Y3HaeT. ITO TOJIBKO f00aBUIIO
OBl IIyTAHUIIBI, IOTOMY YTO HUKTO OBl €¥ He moBepuil. OmHAKO I0Cjie HEKOTOPHIX JaTbHEeMIINX
pasMbIIeHn MepK u3MeHusIa CBoe MHEHHE.

BEIIO CTPAIIHO MOAyMaTh, YTO CKAXYT JIIO[M, €CIIA Y3HAIOT, YTO MyKYMWHA CPETHUX JIET BOCKPEC B
TeJie MOJIOZIOH anbGuiKY. Ee mouTH HaBepHsSIKa Ha30BYT U3BPAlEHKON, U ee penyTalus OyneT
3ansgTHaHa. OHa He MOTJIa ITO3BOJIUTh 9TOMY CIYYUTHLCS, HECMOTPSI HU Ha 4TO.

- C-cecTpeHKa. [I-gaBaii oMgeM 1 BRIUTPAEM COPEBHOBAHUE.

- O-ma.

Mepk u JIoy MPOMOJIAKU/IK CBOY [IOKCKHY B JIECY IIOCTIE TOT0, KaK KPOBb CMHEH MTHUIIE TPAKTHYECKH
TIOKMHYJIA ee TeJo.

[Tocne KOPOTKO¥M MPOTYJIKK M3 3apOciel Iepen HUMU MOSBUICS BenbOuT, CUTHATU3UPYS O TOM, YTO
uX clefnymoias mobsya Oblia BEIOpaHa.

- Jloy. He mor 65l THI TOfiepKaTh MTUIY HEMHOTO?

- XmM? Ho pa3Be He THI, CECTPEHKA, ITpeaynpenuna crapiero 6paTta [anaHa o benpOuTax?

- Da. [axe eciu oHU cJ1abbl, OHU BCE PABHO SIBJISIIOTCS PA3HOBHUIOHOCTHIO Marndeckux 3Bepeit. ITo He
TOT MIPOTHUBHUK, C KOTOPEIM [OJIZKEH CTONKHYTHCS PeOEHOK, He IIPOIIeAIIni HUKAaKO! IOATOTOBKH.
OpmHako, TTOCKOJIBKY 51 paHee IPOIilyia CTPOTYIo IPOrpaMMy TPeHUPOBOK, CO MHOM Bce OyfeT B
opsOKe.

-...9-3TO TBOS IIPUYMUHA?

Mepk OoJibllle He TpaTUIa BpeMeH! Ha IOMBITKY yoenuTs JIoy. OHa MPOCTO MPOTSHYIA eMy ITUIY U
IIpUHSJIa CTOMKY CO CBOEHU JepeBIHHOU mankou. OHa pelnia He 0JIb30BaThCSA HOKOM II0CJIe TOTO,
Kak CJly4aill C ITUIEeX TPOMEIbKHYJI B €€ MBICIISX.

- A BoT 1 5!

- bBYV!



Benbbut momeiTancst cbexkaTth, Kak TONIbKO 3amMeTus Mepk. OHa, C APYro¥ CTOPOHEI, Oblsla OLICTPEE, U
KOTZla IoTHaJIa ero, TO IOgHSIa OePEeBSHHYIO aJIKy Hafl TOJI0BOM U ONyCTUJIa ee BHUS3.

OHa ogHKM yIapoM OTceKjia MaHOBEIY por benbOuTa, 1 HecyacTHEIM Marudeckuii 3Bepb PyXHYJ Ha
3€eMJII0 C IMMPOKO PaCKPHITHIMHU T'Jla3aMH.

- Trl yOuna ero?

- Her. 4 cmepxwuBanachk, 4ToOH OH Bce elre ObUT KuB. OH MMPOCTO OTKTFOUUIICS.

- [Touemy THI He yOusa ero?

- [ToToMy 4TO €ro MsiCO UCIIOPTUTCS. YOUBal €ro TOJIBKO TOTHA, KOTla Thl COOMPAEIILCS CIIYCTUTh EMY
KPOBb, UJTX YYTh PaHbIIIE

-...0!

[Tocne Toro, Kak Mepk oTBeTHNIa Ha Borpoc JIoy, OHa 3acyHyJia CJIOMaHHBIM por benbbuTta B CBOIO
CYMKy 1 o0MOTaJsa Tejio KpoJiiKa BepeBKOH, UTOOLI OH He MOT IBUTAThCH.

He umeno 3Hauenus, OBILIIO JIK MSICO BKYCHBIM HUJIN Y2KACHBIM, €CJIN OBl OHA IIPpOCTO AyMalia O
COpPEBHOBAHNY, TEM HE MEHee, TaKre MBICIIN Ka3aJInCh MepK CJIMIIKOM 3TrOMCTHYHBIMH.

Ecnu oHa coOupanachk yOUTb XKHUBOE CYIIECTBO, OHA OJIXKHA Obl/la CheCTh €T0 B JTydlIeM Bume. TakoBa
OblTa Bepa MepK, ¥ OHA MOKJISIIach JOCTAaBUTh €0 JKUBBIM, axKe eCJIK 9TO MOTJIO IPUYHHUTD e
HEKOTOphIe HETIPUSITHOCTH.

- YTo XK, TOTHa OCTAeTCs ellle onuH. [laBail 3aKOHYKUM C 3TUM U BepHeMcsi. CeromgHs Be4epoM y Hac
Oymet mup.

- Xopoitio.

JIuto Jloy mpocBeTieno, KOrja OH MpefcTaBuil cebe CEerOgHSIIHAN YKUH. BeposiTHO, OH TaKXKe
IIPUBHIK K 3aIlaxy CBEXKeH KPOBH.

Mepk u JIoy BO30OHOBUIIH CBOIO OXOTY C CHHEHW NTuIled 1 beap0uToOM, CBUCABIINMY Y Hee C Ijleva.

Hpou.mo MEHee TPUOLAaTH MUHYT C Ha4allda OXOTHUYBET O COCTA3AHUA.
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