9T0 OBIJIO Ha CIIeYIONINY OeHb II0CNe TOro, Kak PyccopyMy cka3ana Mepk, 4To cOOMpaeTcs yYUTh ee
LenuTenbCTBY.

Mepxk ¢ yTpa pa3MaxuBaa LEPEBIHHEIM MeUOM, TaK KaK He [IJIaHUpOoBasia CerOfHs UATU K
Pyccopymy.

OOBIYHO OHa XOOWIa K CBOEMY YUUTEJIO pa3 B Ba AHS. A B CBOM BEIXO[IHbIE OHA TG0
IIPaKTHUKOBasach B hexToBanuy, 1160 B MaHUIyIMpoBaHuu MaHou. Kpome Toro, ceronHs ei He
HY2KHO OBIJIO KOJIOTh APOBA, IIOTOMY YTO HaKaHyHe OHa HapyOuia 6oee 4eM OOCTAaTOYHO.

- CeCcTpeHKa, 3TO Beceno?

Kaxk pa3 B TOT MOMEHT, KOT7Ia OHa Cfie/ialia HeOOIbIIoM mepepriB, OpaT MepkK, KOTOPHIY Habmoman 3a
Hel, OKIUKHYI ee. Ero 3Banu JIoy, u OH BHITISIAEN KaK HEMHOT'0 YKOpOoUYeHHas Bepcus Mepk. OH
Takxke ObUT aHOPOTUHHLIM, KaK 9TO 00BIYHO OBIBAET C IEeTHMHU €r0 BO3pacTa.

Hab6miomast 3a Mepk, Jloy cupen Ha 3eMJie, 00XBaTUB PyKaMU KOJIEHHU.
- [Ipusert, Jloy. He uMeeT HUKAKOT0 3HaUEHU s, BECeJIO 3TO UJIX HeT. DTO OfHA U3 Belllel, KOTOPhIe
OOJIXKEH HesnaTh KaX[bli BOMH

- Boun? Twl BOMH, ceCTpeHKa?

- Ctporo roBops, s pexToBambuyK... OmHAKO TI060T0, KTO CpazkaeTcsl, MOXKHO Ha3BaTh BOUHOM. TeM
He MeHee, 3T0 OyIeT TPyaHO A Te0s, TH elle Majl.

- 910 HenpaBpa! A Toxe MpUCOEANHIOCH!

Jloy, KoTopast 06bI9HO OBLIJT paBHOAYIIEH K TOMY, YTO MepK pa3MaxuBaeT CBOUM [IePEBIHHLIM MEYOM
WY PyOUT [poBa, CEeTOOHS Ka3ascsd HeoOb4YalHO aKTHBHBIM.

OH mepecTan IPUXOIUTh TOCMOTPETh, KaK TPEeHHUPYyeTCss MepK, Iocjie TOT0 KaK 00bsIBUII O CBOEM
HaMepeHUU CTaTh yuuTeseM. Ero cerogusiHee 000MBITCTBO MOTJIO OBITH BEI3BAHO
BO300HOBUBILIKMCSI UIHTEPECOM K Meuy. MK 0H, BEPOSITHO, AyMaJl O Y4eM-TO, IIOTOMY YTO €T0 CeCcTpa
HaKaHyHe II03[IHO BepHYJIaCh JOMO.

- Bort, mepxu. IToctapalics He HaBpeguTh cebe, XOpoIIo?
- Xopotio... TIXemnbIu.
Kak Tonpk0o Mepk NpoTsAHy/la eMy OepeBAHHYIO [TaJIKy, JIUL0 JIoy HanpAriock. B KOHIIe KOHIIOB,

mmajaKa Obla N3HYTPH HAYXMHEHA CBUHIIOM, TdK 4YTO, BEPOSTHO, OHA OblsTa HAMHOTO TAXKeJlee, 4eM
Ka3aJlacCh.



- Yro He Tak? B Takoii mo3e TH He CMOXKeIIb pa3pe3aTth Jaxe JIUCT Oymaru. beperucs!

WM3-3a Beca mepeBsHHOM manku JIoy moTepsii paBHOBECHE U OBbIJT TOTOB YIIACTh Ha3aj, KOTHa MOIHSIT
ee. OmHaKO MepK TyT ke IoiMala ero u 3abpasa JepeBsHHYI0 MaiKy 00paTHO.

- 8 Tak u 3Hana. [Ij1s Tebs ellle CIUIIKOM PAHO.

- H-Ho, MaMa cKa3aJia MHe, YTO Thl 3aHUMAEIbCsI 9TUM C IISITH JIeT.

- {1 Hayasa C IpUeMIEeMOr0 YPOBHS CJIOKHOCTY U ITIOCTEIIEHHO YBeJINYUIia ero 0 TOro YPOBHS, Ha
KOTOPOM HaX0XKyCh cerydac. ECnu Thl JeMCTBUTEJIBHO X04elllb HayYUThCS MaXaTh MEYOM, HaYHU C
JIETKOU BETKU fiepeBa.

- BeTka mepeBa? Mory nu 51 0eMCTBUTENIBHO CTaTh CUJIbHEE, UCIIOIb3YS 3TO?
- CtpanHo. [ToyeMy TH BOOOIIEe XOYEITh CTaTh CUTbHEIM?

Jloy 3aMo4an OT HEeOXKHUIAHHOTO BOIIPoca. Bo3M0XKHO, OH IIPOCTO XOTEJI CTATh CUIbHEe 0€3 BUTUMOMN
IIPUYMHEL, KaK 9TO 4acTo ObIBaeT C HETHMH €r0 BO3pacTa.

Y, cTaB XKepTBOU 3TOT0 yCUIMsI, MepK OmyCTUIaCh Ha OMHO KOJIEHO U TIOCMOTpesa Ha JIoy.

- Cnymra¥t BHUMaTeNbHO, JIoy. Thl MOXKeIIb cie/iaTh IIOUTH BCe, KOTHA THI CUIeH. U Th, BEPOSTHO, B
KOHEYHOM HMTOTe Oymems JefaTh MOYTH BCe, UTO yrogHo. Hampumep, youth Koro-to, KTo Tebe He
HPABUTCS, UK JOOUTHCS TOTO, YTOOBI BCE IIJIO TIO-TBOEMY, KEePTBYS OPYTUMH... B KOHEYHOM HUTOTe THI
Oymerb genaTh BCe 3TO.

- 4 "e Oymy!

Jloy ompoBepr 3T0, SBHO pa3fdpakeHHbIU 3asABIeHuAMU Mepk. OHa, C Ipyroil CTOPOHHI, IIPOCTO
XUXMKaa Impo cebsi, Tak KakK OHa feflajia BCe 9TH BEIIH.

- B TakoM crydae, HU4ero CTPAIIHOTO0, €CJIU TH HE CTAHeIllb CUIbHEIM. Y Te0sI HEeT MPUYUH
CTAHOBUTHCS CUJILHEIM.

- Xm?

CnoBa Mepk numunu JIoy gapa pedu. B KOHIIEe KOHIIOB, OH HUYEro 3TOro He OXuUaal.

- Jloy, TOBTOPH, O YeM THl MEUTAEIIh?
- MeuTa?... {1 X04y cTaTh TaKUM XkKe IIPEKPACHLIM YYUTeIeM, KaK OTell.

- BepHo. 9710 BCe, uTO TeOe HyKHO. TBOE XejlaHUe - BlafeTh 00ydalomel yKa3Kol, a He Me4oM. Tak
YTO COCPEOTOYhb CBOU YCUJIUS MMEHHO Ha 3TOM. Tebe Hy>KHa CuJia UHOTO POfia, UeM Y
(dbexToBaNbIIUKA.



-...Ho, cecTpeHKa...

- Xm?

Jloy, HaKOHell, IIPUHST PEeIleHne I0CIIe NOJIFOro MePHoMa Pa3myMui U IIOCMOTPEN Ha CBOI CECTPY.

- Yro THI Oymemb geaTh, KOTHa CTaHelllb CUIbHOM? Pa3Be TH He MeuTaellb cTaTh Llenutenem?
-...OTO BepHO. Mos MeuTa - cTaTh Llenurenem.

- Torga Tebe He HYKHO CTAHOBUTHCS CUJIbHOM, BEpHO? B KOHIle KOHIIOB, TH HE BOHH.

Cnosa Jloy 0vlmu aOCOJIIOTHO BEPHHL.

Kaxpoe u3 ero 3asiBneHu# ObII0 TOUHBIM, KOTa AeJI0 Kacajmoch Mepk. MTak, moueMy Mepk He
TOJIPKO pa3MaxuBajia CBOUM Me4oM M u3ydasa LlenuTensCcTBo, HO U ulydasaa Maruo?

- 9To mpocTo. llenuTenu OOMXKHE 007agaTh CUIION, YTOOH! 3aIIUTUTh CeOs.
- Cuna, 4TOOH 3aITUTUTE Ce0s?

- 9to BepHO. YeM nyute LlenuTtens, TeM ¢ OOIBLITNM PHCKOM OH [OJIXKEH CTONKHYTHCS. ECTECTBEHHO,
€CJIU OH MPUCOEAVUHUTCS K OTPSIIY aBAaHTIOPUCTOB, eMY MPUOETCS CpaXkaTbhCs. ECIIM 9TO IPOU30UIET,
OH He MOXKEeT IPOCTO I0JIaraThCs Ha TO, YTO APYrHue Bcerpga OymyT 3alluilaTh ero, IOTOMY YTO OH He
MOXKET CpaxKaThCs, He Tak Iu?

-...He moxer.

- Kpome Toro, LlenuTtenu CTaIKUBaOTCSI C MHOXKECTBOM [Apyrux mpobnem. OgHa llenuTenbHuna, C
KOTOPOH 51 ORI XOPOIIIO 3HAKOM, paccKa3ajla MHe, YTO OHa Oblja IMOXHINeHa JBOPSHAMHU, KOTIa OHU
00HaAPYXKUITK €€ TaJaHT B IOHOM Bo3pacTe. K cyacThio, OHa cMoria c6exaTh U Havyasa
TPEHUPOBATHCS, YTOOH 3aIUTUTE ce0s. M mpexae yeM caMma y3Hana 00 3TOM, oHa cTajnia CBSTOM.

OTa XKeHIWHA, eC/id OAyMaTh, PAaHbIIe OUeHb pa3fipazkaiach, KOTfa KTO-TO Ha3kBal ee CsTou. Hy,
s TI0JIaraio, KMEeHHO II03TOMY 5 BCerna Ha3kIBall ee Tak...

- Caras? Tos 3HakoMas? Llenutens? B ueM meno, cecTpeHKa? O KOM THl TOBOPUIIL? 3HAIO N g ee?
[ToueMy THI TOBOPHUIIE O cebe B MyKCKOM pofe?

Mepk moTepsina CBsI3b CO CBOUM HBIHEIIHUM "s1" B pe3yJIbTaTe BOCTIOMUHAHUM 0 COOBITUSIX, KOTOPEIE
BCe ellle OBUIXA CBeXKU B ee maMATU. YToOw! 0TBIeYs JIoy, MepK OpicTpo n300pa3uia Ha JIulle YIEOKY
¥ Haydaja IJ1aguTh ero 10 rojioBe, KoTopas Oblna ycesHa BOIPOCUTENIbHBIMY 3HAKaMH.

- He obpamait Ha 3T0 BHUMaHUsA. DTO yCTSAKU. Bce, 4TO S XOTeN cKa3aTh, 3TO TO, UuTo Llenmurenu
ySI3BUMEI IIepef] pa3IMYHBIMU yTPO3aMU, U MHE HYXKHBI CUJIbI, YTOOH 3alUTUTEL ce0sg. OgHAKo 3TO He
OTHOCUTCS K yYUTeNsIM, 5 IpaBa’?



- Tel IIpaBa...

- Ha camowm pene, otel] He MOXeT T00eUTh MaTh B apMPECTIIMHTe UK criope. du3nyeckas cuja He
HYXKHa.

- Tel ipaBa... TeM He MeHee, 5 BCe ellle X04y CTaTb HEMHOTO CUJILHEE.

- Xm? [Touemy?

Kak pa3 B TOT MOMEHT, KOT'Ia MepK peniniia, 4TO ee 6paT CHOaJiCd, OH IIOCMOTpPEII Ha Hee C
IIe4aJIbHBIM BEIpA2K€HHNEM Ha JINIIE.

- 9TO0 IIOTOMY, 4YTO 51 HE X049y CTAHOBUTLCSA TAKUM, KdK OTELl.

-0...

HeOpexHEIN KOMMeHTapuil Mepk HarmoMHUI ee 6paTy 0 IopakeHusX ero oTla OT MaTePHU B
apMpeCTINHTE, a TaKke 00 UX ccopax.

Mepk nouyBcTBOBaja ce6si BHHOBATOM, KOTa IIOHSIA, YTO HEBOJILHO HaHeCa yInep6 TOCTOUHCTBY
CBOETO OTIIa.
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