ITo Bcei HMMIIEPUH IIPONCXOOUIIN CaMbi€ PA3HBIE COOBITHS, U CTOJIKIa IIPpEBPATUIIaChk B MECTO, T'Ne
IapHJI XaocC.

OpHaKO HYU OJTHO U3 COOBITHH B CTOJIMIIE He TIOMEIIAJIO HaCTYIJIEHUIO THS KOpoHaUuu. BpeMs Obisio
nomo6HO peke. HUKTO He MOnKeH JAyMaTh, YTO CMOXKET ABAXKOBl KOCHYTHCS OTHOM ¥ TOM K€ BO[IHL.
Iaxke eciu HEKOTOpPHIE JIIOIM, YMEIOIIHe MTPeiCKa3kiBaTh, 00IIaThCsl ¢ O0raMu MM 3HAIINE, KaK
cnoxuTcs Oynyiiee, HamesIMCh, YTO BPEMSI MOXKET OCTAaHOBUTHCS, HO UX KejlaHWe HUKaK He MOTJIO
cOBITECA. [IeHb, KOTOPOTO ¢ HeTepneHueM xpanu 1351 JIu, Pum u Cy JIiocH, TOCTENEeHHO
npuOIUKacs.

Bce ObI10 TOATOTOBJIEHO, faXKe BOIIPOC, KaCAIMIUUCS NOIKHOCTA KOPOJIEBCKOM HaJl0XKHULEL. B KoHIIE
KOHIIOB, XOTS 3TO ¥ OblI0 IpucKopOHO, PyMuHa He Morjia oTKasaThcsa. HeT, eil jaxe He Janu
BO3MOXKHOCTH BEICKA3aTh CBOE MHEHUE, IOTOMY YTO Ha3Hauusla ee caMa CBsTas.

PymuHa nuih ¢ HEHaBUCTRIO TofyMarna: "HaBepHoe, IPUSATHO, KorAa TeOe Jai0T caMblil BEICOKUM
CTaTyc B LlepkBHU...". OHa He TPYAUJIaCh pagy 3Toro. TeM He MeHee, OHa 3aHUMaeT TaKoe II0JI0KeHue,
KOTOpOe He II03BoJIsseT HUKOMY, KpoMe [Tanel, MMnepaTtopa u IIpopoka, UTHOPHUPOBATE €€ CII0BA.
[Touemy?

K coxanenuno, HUKTO He MOT JaThk € OTBET.

V3-3a TBepmo¥ YBEPEHHOCTH B TOM, UTO PymuHa Bonpmen meiicTBuTenbHO 60nibHa, CBsATas BeIOpasa ee
B KaueCcTBe KOPOJIEBCKOM HamoXHHUIIE. He XkKesast, 4ToOH KTO-TO OTBJIEKa/I BHUMAaHNE MyXka OT Hee,
Cy JTiocu, ecTecTBeHHO, BhiOpasia Ha 9Ty [MOIKHOCTb KOT'0-TO, KTO OyneT o6pedyeH Ha CMEpPTb.

MyK4Y¥Ha UCIBITEIBAJI CMEIIaHHbIe YYBCTBA IO 9TOMY IIOBOMY, BCIIOMUHAS COCTOSTHUE [IeBYIIKH,
KOTOpOe OH BHUEJ, Korfa HaBeman ee. OMHAKO, eT0 HEBECTA yKe BCE pellluyia, ¥ B BOIIPOCe BEIGOpa
KOPOJIEBCKOM HAJIOXKHUITE BJIACTh MMPUHAMJIeXala TONbKO eif. OH He MOT U He OIXKeH OblJT
BMEIIIMBAThLCS.

Kpome Toro, ero pa3yM IOCTOSTHHO TIO[CKa3kIBajl EMy OCTaBUTh BCE KaK €CTh, a CEPALle, Ka3asioch, He
BO3pazKaJo MPOTHUB 3ToM upen. Ecnu psmom OymeT CBsiTasi, TO Y KOPOJIEBCKOM HAIOXKHUIIE OyIeT
IIIaHC BHI3TIOPOBETH, BEPHO? IT0BTOPSIT OH cele, MBITAsCh YCIIOKOUTCS.

HakanyHe cynb0OOHOCHOTO OHS IO PA3HBIM MPUYKUHAM Y MHOTUX OBITM 6€CCOHHBEIE HOUM. Y TJIaBHOM
TEePOUHHU 3TO OBITIO CBSI3aHO C OECITOKOMCTBOM U KOIIMapaMu. BripazxkeHue nuila, ¢ KOTOPHIM Pum
CMOTpEJI Ha Hee B TOT Pa3, KOTa BIIePBhLIE TIOCETUIT €€, YHUYTOKUIIO BCe Te HEMHOTHE J00phIe
YyBCTBa, KOTOPHIE Y HEE OCTAJIKCh.

[TocKoMBKY OHa X0TeJa, YTOOBl MeXOy HUMU He OblIo Opaka, PymMuHa mmaHUpoBaia HHCIIEHUPOBATh
CBOIO cMepTh u cbexkaTh. OgHAKO JIIOIU UMIIEPATOPa OXPAHSIIN BeCh 0COOHSK. B ee cepare Havamna
pacTy HeHaBUCTH K HeGecaMm. OHa cTajla aKTUBHO MOJIMTHCS, YTOOH BOCCTaHMeE repuora CupeHu
yBeHYasoch ycrexoM. Tak oHa MpOBeJia IOCIeTHUN IeHb Iepejl KOpoHaIue.

B To e BpeMs BO [IBOpPIlE, IpeaHa3HAYCHHOM [JIsI KPOHIIPUHIIA, TJIaBHEIN Tepoii OBIT CITUIIIKOM
B3BOJTHOBAH, YTOORI CITaTh, IyMasi, YTO OH CMOKET KEHUTHCS Ha OBYX CAMBIX BIIMSITEIBHBIX MOJIOOBIX
negy B uMIepuu. KoHeYHO, HUYTO He MOTJIO CPAaBHUTHCS C BOITHEHMEM, BEI3BAHHBIM MEIC/IBIO O TOM,
YTO 3aBTPa, HAKOHEII, OH CTAHEeT IIOBEJIUTEIIEM LeJION UMIIEPUH. B ero romoBe poauiaoch HECKOIBKO
TI0JIE3HBIX IJI51 UMIIEPUH IIJIAHOB, OB U Y2KaCHbIE, BPOJe TOTr0, YTOOH JOCTABUTh HEMIPUSITHOCTHU
JIIOMSIM, KOTOPBIe eMy He HpaBWJIMCh. ['epiior Y3l u ero HacleqHUK, KOHEYHO XKe, OblJIM Ha BEpIINHE
ero cnucka. OH IPOCTO He MOT J0XKAAThCS HACTYIIJIEHUS 3aBTPAIIHEro JHS.

YTo KacaeTcs IPOPOKa, TO OH 3aCHYJI TO3HO, TIOTOMY YTO CJTy4aliHO BCIIOMHUJI, KaK yTPOM



OTIIPABUIICS K TIaBHOU TepouHe, U 0CO3HaN ¢aTalbHEIN U3bsIH B CBOeH noruke. COH M BOCIIOMUHAHUE
0 YeM-TO M3 ero BCTpeuu ¢ PymuHo# He uMenu Hudero obuiero? He coBceM. BCIOMHUB, YTO UMEHHO
OH HEeCKOJIbKO JHel Ha3aj mpobpasics B 0coOHsAK [loma BomnmeH, OH MOHSI, YTO €T0 OCEHUJIO.

Hoquy MMEHHO OH He MOT IOUTH K boruae? 3Ta MEICIIb 3aCTaBUIa €T0 BCTATh C KPOBATHU U
3allaraTh I10 KOMHATe.

OH He OB MOX0XK Ha OPYIuxX CMEPTHEIX, KOTOPhIE MOTJIA IIOIIACTE B IAPCTBO 6OT'OB, TOJIBKO €CJIM UM
yOaBaJIOCh JOCTUYb BEPIINHEI ITYTH Mara 1 BOSHECTHUCH. OH OBl OPYTHUM.

Ilazke ecry OH ¥ OIACAJICS 3TOTO, BCE PABHO (aKT OCTaBasICs GaKTOM: CHCTeMa Obllia OpyXKHUeM,
KOTOPOE MOXKHO OBIJIO KCITOJIb30BATh.

'[IpoknATEIY UOUOT!'

[Toce MUHYTHOTO CIIOpPA, IIaHTaXa 1 06MeHa MHEHUSIMU C cucTeMoi, L1351 JIu cHOBa JIET Ha
KpPOBaTh ¥ 3aKphI I'Ta3a. KTo 3HAeT, 4TO cHernaa cucTeMa, Ho Onaromaps morpaueHHeM 100 oukam
OHa II0Ka3aJjla eMy BO CHe OBOpELl, BO3BHIIIABIINICS Hafl 001aKaMHu.

H3paneka OH BHITJISIAEN KaK CKa304HOEe He3eMHOe MeCTO. CBET, OKYTHIBAIOIIUY €0, Ka3asiCs
CJIUIIIKOM CBSITEIM U YUCTELIM.

U Bce xe 113sH JIu B3moxHY. XOTS 3eJieHbIe JIMaHbl BAOJIb CTEH, a TakXkKe HeOOoIbIlre TPEIUHB U
BBITJISIfIE/IM KaK JleKOpalliy, OH 3HaJI, YTO 0 MECTe KUTEIbCTBa BoruHu npocTo He 3a60TUITUCD
HEU3BECTHO CKOJILKO BpeMeHHU. Y BOPOT HUKOTO He Ob10. OH 1ofo3peBa’, YTO BO ABOpIIE He ObIIO0
HUKOT0, KpoMe caMoi borunu.

MyxunHa ocMOTpesics ele pa3. Korma ero uaTepec ocnab, OH 0CMOTpen ceOs ¥ IpUIIeN K BEIBOAY,
YTO TIOIAaJI B 3TO MecTo B popMe gyxa. CUCTEMEI C HUM He OBIJIO.

HukTo He Melnan eMmy BoiTH. He 65110 1 Marudeckoro 6apbepa, KOTOPHIM 3aCTaBUIl OBl €T0
OCTaHOBHUTE CBOM Itaru. OH 6€3MOJIBHO IIIeJI 10 TPOIUHKAM U KopumopaM. Yem 6osblie OH BUOET
IIyCTOM JBOPILIA, TEM TSXKeJiee CTAHOBUIIOCH €TI0 CEPALLY.

PaHee oHa morna roBopuTh ¢ HUM. OH TakxKe JoTragbIBajiCsd, YTO OHA MOXKET BUETh €T0 C IIOMOIIbI0
KaKoro-TO apTedakTa uIu 3aknuHaHusg. U Bce ke Qpu3nyeckoe IPUCYTCTBUE YETIOBEKA PSIAOM C KEM-
TO OTJIMYAJIOCh OT B3aUMOOENCTBUS, OTPAHNYEHHOT0 KaKON-TO Belbi0. OTHOIIEHNS Ha PAaCCTOSHUHN
BPSI[I T MOTJIY BBIIEPKATh UCIIBITAaHNE BpeMeHeM UMEHHO 13-3a 9TOro. To, YTO Cepalle He BUMIUT,
cepphLe He 4yBCTByeT. EMy He HpaBUIach 3Ta MBICIIb, ¥ BOT OH OKa3aJICd 3[eCh, Kejasd yBUAETH ee,
IIyCTh faXxe Ha KOPOTKUM IIPOMEXKYTOK BPEMEHHU.

[Tporynka OricTpO 3aKoHUMIach. OH OKa3asics repeq BEICOKOM OBEPhIO, KOTOpas, Ka3aiock, HU4eM He
OTJIMYAJIaCh OT APYTUX, MUMO KOTOPBIX OH IIPOXOMWII IO My TH. Ho HOr'M caMu IPUBENH €T0 CIOfla M3-3a
c1aboro MpPegYyBCTBUS, KOTOPOE OH MCIBITHIBAJI B 3TOM HAIPaBIEHUH.

MoxeT nu oHa OBITH 30eCh? KHUTH, KOTOphIe OH IPOYUTaJl, HaMeKaJid Ha TO, YTO OHa Oblila
00KecTBOM, KOTOPOe UyTh He Iajo, Ho Obl1o criaceHo Co3maTeneM, mubo 10 XeJlaHUIo CI0XKeTa, Tuh0
10 COBEPILIEHHO Apyrou npuyrHe? KakoBo ee [100kKeHue celyac?

OH BBHITSIHYJI BIIEPEN IIPaBYIO PYKY.

TonbKO TONKHYB ABEPH, OH MOT Y3HATB 3T0. YYBCTBYSI HEKOTOPOE HETEPIIEHNE U HEPBO3HOCTD, OH
TIOBEPHYJI PYUYKY OBEPU U TOIKHYII €€.



Ero BCTPETHUII CBET, Oosee HpKI/IfI, YyeM BCE, YTO OH BHUEJ B 9TOM XKU3HU. CBET He OBL71 00J1€3HEHHBIM
s rita3. OgHakKo OH He MOT YAEPZKATLECA OT TOTO, YTOOHI HE IIPpUINYPUTH I'Jia3a.

BJIpyT rnepen HUM BO3HUK 4Y€JIOBEK C NJIIMHHBIMHK CBETJIBIMU BOJIOCAMH M JIMIIOM, TOYHO TAdKHM XK€, KaK
y E Cunbu. 3aTauB grIXaHUE, OHA IMOTPACEHHO CMOTpPEJIa Ha HETO ITMPOKO PACKPLITEIMU T'JIa3aMHU.

YecTHO TOBOpPA, OH TOXKe OBIIT OlllapallleH. Crosina nu OHa TaM Bce BpeMsi, UJIK IIOABUJIACh TOJIBKO
TOTr'dd, KOrga II049YYBCTBOBAJId HE3BAHOT'O rocTs?

B mro6oM crydae, mepeq HUM CTOsiJIa IIOTPSICAIOIIe KpacKuBasi XKEeHIIWHA, OfleTasi B JIIMHHOe Gesoe
naThe 663 pyKaBOB, KOTOPOE OOXOMUIIO e [0 6€ap, oOHaxast cepeOpsiHbIe IIeMTOYKY Ha JIOTbIXKKAX.

"... Moii mpopoK?" - MOHECCs [0 ero CiayXa HeXKHBI ¥ KPaCHBBIN T'OJIOC.
L13sH JIu oT™MaxHyJCs 0T Oecroie3HbIX MeICel. "Borung".

B cnepyroiuit MOMEHT yOWBIIEHHAs KEHINKWHA, KOTOPas Hayalia pacCIpalldBaTh €ro 0 TOM, KakK OH
moOpasicst mo ee moMa, OblTa IIIOKKMPOBaHa elle 60sblie. BHe3amHO OH MPUTSHYII €€ B CBOU O0BSTHS.
Touno. Takast 60THHS, KaK OHa, BHE3aIIHO OKa3ajaach B 00BITUAX 6€II0OBOJIOCOTO MyKYUHEI, KOTOPOTO
BOOOIIIe He MOIKHO OLITh B 9TOM MecTe. KoHeuHOo, XXeHIIMHa OB Talach BEIPBATHCS.

OnHaKo He ycCIlesla OHa 3TO CHejaTh, KaK OH yXKe IOrJIafull ee I10 F0JI0Be, ¥ OHa HAlpArjiach, IOTOMY
YTO €€ TeJly HPaBUJIOCh 3TO. A MOXKeT ObITh, 3TO OBIJIO CBSI3aHO C TEM, YTO MyK4YKMHa, OOHUMABIINH ee,
oOpalascs ¢ Hel KakK C 4eJIOBEKOM, KOTOPOTO OH BepHYJ cebe Iocyie oTepu Ha foiroe BpeMms? [Toka
OHa IbITanach 3amaTh cebe BOIIPOC, T0UeMy OHa 4yBCTBYeT cebs CTPaHHO CYACT/IMBOM U JOBOJIBHOH,
HeJIeTIbI CMEPTHHIM BOCIIOJIH30BAJICS ClTydaeM, 4YTOOB Tpo0opMOoTaTh: "¢ MO3[HO yY3HaI O TBOEH
cUTyaluu..."

"..dTo?"

9To Hemopa3yMeHHe TPOMJIUIIOCh He JOJIT0, T03TOMY BOruHs Moico3HaTeMbHO OTCTYIIUIA Ha3a/. ITO
IBUKEHHE BHI3BAJIO CEPHUIO I'POXOYYIIUX 3BYKOB, KOTOPHIE 9XOM Pa3HECIUCh 0 KoMHaTe. ['na3a LI3sH
JIu moTeMHeNH, KOTa OH yBUeNl Marudeckue remnu. OObIYHBIN 4eT0BeK Obl MX HE 3aMEeTHIT, HO B ero
ciydae Bce ObIJIO MHAYe, BeOb OH OBITT He 0OBIYHOM AYIIOH, a TeM, KTO IIPOIIe yKe Yepes MATh
MHPOB.

[TogaBuB rHEB B CBOEM CePAlle, OH CKa3aJll feBYyIIKe paCCTPOEHHEIM TOHOM: "MHe 04eHb XKalb... I He
IOOJIXKeH OLLI omla3gLBaTh K Tebe".
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