[IHM IpOXOOUIN CIIOKOWHO. Ero KopMunu, ogesasny, yxaxxusaau 3a HUM. [1o cyTu, eMy HAUYEro He
HYKHO OBbIJIO IesaTh. ITO Oblyla MIPUBUIIETUS JETEH.

[TouTu KaxXObli OeHb eT0 HaBelllaay POOUTENN, MapKu3 AneH Yol 1 ero xxeHa XeneHa Yaun. OHu
BHITJISIZENIM CYACT/IMBOM MMapoy, HaclaXaasich KHU3HBIO KaXKObIK eHb. HeCMOTPS Ha TO, YTO 3TU [IBOE
He TIepecTaBaii KOPMHUTE €0 «CO0aYbUM KOPMOM», OHM TaKXKe HUKOTr A He 3a0kIBaIM OCHIIIATh €T0
m060BbI0, BCETfia MMOKa3biBasi eMy, UTO OH - caMoe 00JIbIioe 671ar0CIOBeHHE B UX XKU3HU. ITO OBIIO
TaKoe CTpaHHOe YyBCTBO, Koraa K Te0e Tak oTHOCUIUCh. CuacThe Ha WX JIMLAX ¥ YILIOKM Ha UX ry0ax,
KOTTa OHU UTPaJId C HUM, OBIJTA CIIMIIKOM OCJIETIMTENIbHEIMUA M 00KUTAI0Ie TETIJIHIMU.

9To cTano OfHOM M3 NYYIINX Belllei, KOTOpble eMy HPaBUJIKChH B JeTcTBe. Ho 3T0 ke ObII0 1 OMHOM U3
Xy[ILINX Belllel, TOCKOJIbKY eMy IIPUXOANIOCh TePIEeTh KO0YYI0 METHHY OTlla KaXKOLY pa3, Korfga OH
TepCs 0 ero JIUIIO.

Y Bce ke, OH OBLT pafi, YTO POAUIICS B OOIBINOH U mO6GPO# cembe. HecMOTpst Ha TO, YTO M3-3a
GONTIMBOM MAapPOYKHU OH BCETfa yCTaBall.

EnvHCTBeHHas npobiieMa 3akiiodanach B TOM, YTO JHU HOBOPOXKOEHHOTr0 peOeHKa BCe ellle ObIIN
CKYYHHI, Kak afi. OH poc He TakK OBICTPO, KaK eMy X0Tej0Ch. YTO OH MOT cfieaTh, YTOOLI BEIPBATHCS U3
IEeTCTBa U Cpa3y CTaThb B3POCIIBIM?

'CucreMa, nayt MHe 11000 MpegMeT, KOTOPbIM MOXKET 3aCTaBUTh YeJIOBEKA TPEBPATUTHCS BO
B3POCJIOT0 UJIU XOTS OBl B TOAPOCTKA!' MOMBITANICS TOTPE6OBATh OH OfHAXKIHL.

Cucrema: U3BuHHU, Ha 3TOT pa3 g He IIPDOTUB, €CJIK Thl MEHA OTKIIIOUHUIIL U 6YJIGHIB OelCTBOBATh
CaMOCTOATEJIbHO.

B 9T0 BpeMs cyzKaHKa BEIBEJIa €0 Ha YJIUILy, YTOOB OH CMEHUJT 00CTAHOBKY U MOJBIIIIAT CBEXKUM
Bo3nyxoM. OHM BHIIIIM Ha Teppacy. BecHyuryartas meByllKa, CUOEBIIas 3a KPYIJIEIM CTOJIOM B
IIeHTPe, ycangunia ero K cebe Ha KOJIeHY, iepxKa Iepel HUM OT'POMHYIO KHUTY C KapTUHKaMHU.

BMecTo cucTeMBl OH YCIIBIIIAT €€ TOJI0C.
"Maunsim JItoK, crymai MeHs, xoporo? Ceryac s 6yqy uuTaTh Tebe UCTOPHIO HAlllero KOHTUHEHTA".

OH IOmHS TOJIOBY, XKeJlas YCMEeXHYThCSI, HO er0 POT He OBUTAJICA 110 eT0 BoJie, BMECTO 3TOTO OH
aBTOMAaTHUY€CKHU U30THYJICA B MUITYIO YNIBIOKY. Bupsi ero yneIOKy, OHA CHadala XUXUKHYJIa U Havyasa
IIXTIaTh €70 3a IyXJIble IIeKH, a 3aTeM BepHYJIach K YTEHUIO.

LI3sH JIu mouyBCcTBOBA cebs elrle 601ee HeCUACTHBIM.

"TTaBHBIM-TaBHO OOTH ¥ OOTUHU OBIITM €QUHCTBEHHBIMU CYIIIECTBAMHU B 3TOM IIpeKpacHoM Mupe. OHU
OBLIM ITPEKPaCHbI ¥ MOTJIM TI0BEeJIeBaTh IPUPOIOiL..."

'ITa, BCTABUIM ObI OHU €II1€ THICSYY CJIOB OMHUCAHUS 3TUX MU(PUUECKUX CYIIECTB....'. CKyJalole
IIPOU3HEC OH MBICJIEHHO.

"OgHaxme 60T TBOPEHUS CO3Mall aomen".

'Y Torga mogu Pa3MHOKUIIKACh. boXeCcTBa HavajIu MOIy4aTh Yepe3 HUX CUITYy BEPHI, T03TOMY OHH
CTaJI¥ aKTUBHO JApPUTh UM Pa3auyHble yyneca. OgHAKO OHKM MOTJIM TBOPUTH Uyleca TOIbKO 4epes
JIIOfIeH, TO3TOMY OHM CO3[a/i MaHy, YTOOHI JIIOO¥M OCBOMIK Maruio. Ho ogHaX el 602KeCTBa BHE3AIHO
MCYe3]IH, ¥ TOJIbKO OOTMHS CBeTa 0CcTasiach 3a00TUTHCS 0 MuUpe".



"W 3TO¥ NPOKIIATOM OOTHHE HA0eJ 9TOT MUP IIOC/Ie OYEHB [JOJITOT0 BPEeMEHH, II09TOMY OHA

coBepmiuia.... .

[Toka cnyKaHKa IIPOJ0JIKaja pacXBaliuBaTh 9TO CYIIECTBO, KOTOPOE OHAa He BHU[eJla HU pa3y 3a BCIO
CBOIO XKU3Hb, LI3sH JIu mpomoskan e MpoTHBOPeYnTh. Korma OHa Imeperia K JII0ASM, OCHOBABIIUM
MMIIEPUIO, OH 3aMOJIYasl ¥ IOTPY3UCs B pa3nyMbs. Heoco3HaHHO B €r0 I'ojIoBe Havall
IIPOUTPHIBATHCS CIOZKET.

HcTopus mpoucxoguiia B CpefHEBEKOBOM MUpe, I'Ie CyllleCTBOBala Marus. K coxaneHuio, ee
PacIpOCTPAaHEHHOCTD CHUJIBHO YXY/IINIACh IT0 CPAaBHEHUIO C IPEBHUMHU BpeMeHaMH, ITIOCKOJIbKY axkKe
Te, KTO ponusIcs B 0J1arOPOOHAIX KJIaHaX, He TapaHTUPOBAHHO 00J1aiaay CIIOCOOHOCTSIMHU U CPOCTBOM
K HeH.

Ha sToT pa3 MecToM [eliCTBUS pOMaHa CTal KOHTUHEHT banep, a UMEHHO UMIepysi, HaXOOAIasacs B
€ero LeHTpe, uMIepus JIutyc.

['maBHO¥ repouHe 6pi1a Pymuna BongeH, eqUHCTBEHHAS HOYb TJIaBE BTOPOTO MO IIPECTUKHOCTH
KJIaHa B UMIEpHUH, repuora bongena. OHa Gblyla 04eHb YMHA, KPacuBa U ©Mesa OJ1eCTsILIyI0
ouorpaduio. BronHe eCTeCTBEHHO, YTO OHA Obl/Ia ITOMOJIBJIEHA C KPOHIIPHUHIIEM U C [IBEHA[IIATH JIEeT
TOTOBMJIACh CTATh UMIIEpPATpHUIlel. Bce 1110 X0poIIo, mMoKa el He UCIIOIHUIIOCH MSTHAAIATS.

Vimnepus Bepuia B boruHio CBeTa ¢ He3allaMATHEIX BpeMeH, U MHOTHE I'paxaaHe OB ee
II0CJIelOBaTENIAMY, XOTS HUKTO, JaXkKe BEPXOBHBIU Xpell, He Bufen ee. Ho, TeM He MeHee, OHa
cyiiecTBoBaia. M BOpyr 9Ta 60THHS BEIXBaTHUJIa OYIIy U3 COBPEMEHHOIO MUpa U CHelana 3Ty
neBymKy CBATOM.

OTa HOBAs CBsITas NMPUBJIEK/Ia BHUMaHNe KPOHIIPUHITA, ¥ KOTa IIePKOBh 3asBUIa, YTO OB yKa3
OoruHM cHeflaTh ee UMIIepaTPUIlel, KaK TOJIbKO OH B30MOET Ha TPOH, OH He CTaJl IPOTeCTOBaTh, a
maxe C 9HTY3Wa3MOM COTJIACHUJICS C YTOBOPAMHU LIEPKBU M KOPOJIEBCKON CEMBH.

YTO CNy4YusioCch C UCIOJIHUTENNbHUIIEN TTIaBHOU KeHCKOoU ponu? OHa CTaja KOPOJIeBCKOM HallOXHULIEH
- TIOJIOXKeHMe, yCTyIalolllee TOJIbKO uMmepaTpuie. g XKeHIIKWH ¢ 00jiee HU3KUM CTaTyCOM IIOJTyYUTh
TAKOM TUTYJII OBI7T0 OBI OOJIBINION YECTHIO, HO [JIS TJIaBHOM T€POUHU 3TO ObIIIO OCKOPOIEHUEM. ITO
OBLIIO HEeCITPaBEIIMBO 10 OTHOIIEHUIO K Hel, II0OCKOJIBKY BCIO CBOIO XKM3Hb OHA I'OTOBMJIACH CTATh
uMIepaTpulleit. Ho Korma oHa yxke cobupasachk CTaTh UMIIEPATPUIIEH, KTO-TO 0TOOpas y Hee 3TOT
TATY. MHOT0 pa3 OHa 3ajaBajiaCh BOIIPOCOM, ITI0YeMy JOYb YBaxKaeMOTI'0 repiiora He MOXeT
CPaBHUTLCS C KEHIIMHON C COMHUTEIIBHBIM IIPOIUIHIM U3 Apyroro Mupa? [louemMy oHa fojizkHa Oblia
OBITH HUYTOXKHOM KOPOJIEBCKOM HaIOXKHUIIEN, HECMOTPS Ha TO UTO el obOelllany CTaTh CaMOM 3HATHOMU
KEHIIMHOW B UMIIEPUU?

KoponeBckas ceMbsi CKa3aya, UTO B KaUeCTBe KOMIIEHCAIUY 3a ee TSIKeNylo paboTy U IOAT0TOBKY
BCE 3TU I'OOHL, OHU BCE e Jaju el JOMKHOCTh KOPOJIEBCKOM HaloKHUIEL. [[0JIKHa 71 0OHa Obla
YyBCTBOBATh C€051 CUACTIIMBOM?

OHu cKasany, 4To 9TO OHa Ipolla o0yyeHre, a UMIepaTPULa ellle He 3HaeT CBOUX 0053aHHOCTEH,
II03TOMY OHa [0JIXKHa II0MOTaTh, BHIIOJIHAA 3afjlaHle OT ee UMeHU. M BOT OIATh, HOJIKHA JIX OHA
YyBCTBOBATh Ce0sI CYACTIIUBON?

Korma oHa Boiia BO OBOp€EL, II0IIacCTh B KOTOprfI MeuTanu OecynciIeHHbIe KeHIIWHBI UMIIEPHUH,
TOrJa U Ha4YaJIUCh €€ CTpadaHusd.



C momeHTa npubsiTusi CBSTOM, TNTaBHAs FepONHS UCIBITHBAJA Ha cebe XKeCTOKoe oOpalieHue.
CBsiTast, HECMOTPS Ha TO 4TO Obl/Ia UeJI0BEKOM, KOTOPHIHM He IPUHOCHUII HUKAKOU MOJIb3bl UMIIEPHUH,
KpoMe CHMBOJIa BIaCTH U Yy/a IIepKBH, Oblta 6osee mo0uMa UMIIEPATOPOM.

YTo KacaeTcs TJIaBHOU TePOUHH, TO 3[eCh Bce ObII0 Hao0opoT. Ha camoM fernie uMIepaTop
HEHaBH[IeJI ee, IOTOMY YTO B IETCTBE €ro BCe CPAaBHUBAIM C Hel. Bo Bcex 9THX CpaBHEHHUSX OHa
BCerna OKa3bIBaslach 00Jiee BEINAOIIEHCS.

VimmepaTop OBII INIYIBEIM ¥ HEYBEePEHHBIM B ce0e MalbUMINKOM ¥ CYUTAJI, YTO 3TO BUHA I'TTaBHOMN
TEePOMHHU B TOM, UTO €T0 BCETMa YHUKAJIM, KOTMla UX CPAaBHUBAJIHU JPYTUe OBOPSHE UK JaKe YIeHB
MMIIepPaTOPCKOro KiaHa. F3-3a He0O0CHOBaHHOW 00U[bI, KOTOPYIO OH fiepkKall Ha Hee, OH He OBl
671arOCKJIOHEH K Hell BO IBOPIIE.

9TO OTpaxajoch B TOM, KaK C Hel o0palanuck, CJIOBHO C paObIHEN, BRITOTHSIONIEN 00513aHHOCTHI
uMIepaTpullbl. Ee pe3upeniys, omexaa 1 Bellln ObIIM HAMHOTO XyXKe, yeM y CBsiToit. Korga oHa
3abepeMeHesa 1 pacckasaia eMy 06 3TOM, Mep3aBell pa303/IUJICS U CHeJall YTO-TO, YTO IIPUBETIO K
BRIKHOBIITY. M HaKOHEIl, Korma pe0eHoK OB TOTEPSTH, @ OHa MCTeKajla KPOBbIO U B3hIBAJIa O ITOMOIIIH,
OH 3ampeTusl o6palmaThcst K BpadaM.

2KeHIIMHY TPOBOIUIIH BO OBOPEIl M TaM OHA yMepJia, IIOTOMY 4TO el He OKa3aX CBOEBPEMEeHHYIO
rioMoIb. Tak 3aKOHYUIACH TPArkdyecKas KU3Hb YeI0BeKa, IPeIHA3HAUYEHHOTO [JIsI BeJIMYHs.

Omna He chesnana HUYero muoxoro. OHa JaXe He IBITajaach 00POTHCS 3a 6J1ar0CKIIOHHOCTh CBSTOM.
CrokoiHO, 6aromgapsi CUIbHOMY YyBCTBY OTBETCTBEHHOCTH ¥ YBAXKEHMIO K IIPUHIIAIIAM, ITepPeIaHHEIM
el POIUTENISIMY, OHA BEJIMKOJIEITHO BHITIONIHSIA CBOM 00sI3aHHOCTH, He oOpallas BHUMaHHUS Ha
JKaJIOCTh ¥ HACMEIIKH.

Ho 4Tto oHa nmonyyuna B utore? Pa3buToe cepflie, IpefaTelbCTBO, He3aCIyKeHHOe OTHOLIEHNE 1
CMepTh, TOX0XKas Ha IIyTKY.

Ecnu MHe gagyT BTOPOI IIAHC B XKU3HHU, 1 He OyAy TakoM I'/Iymoii...". 9T CJI0Ba OHa IIpOIIemnTaia
ce0e nepeq TeM, Kak ee MUD IIOTPY3UJICA BO ThMY.

K cuactrio, cnemoe u TrJIyxoe He0o, ToX0XKe, HaKOHEI-TO OCO3HAJIO, YTO OHA - I''laBHAsA I'€pPONHII,
II0O3TOMY YCIJIBHIIIAJIO €€ XKeJIaHKuEe U BOBpPpEeMA OTIIPABUIIO €€ 06paTHO. E#i cHOBa cTaso JecsTh JeT.
IleBOouKa Onblna IIOTPACEHAa U Pellnjid 2KUTh TdK, KdaK el X04eTcs, a He Tak, Kak pelninin 3a Hee
KOPOJIEBCKadA CeMbsi UJIN IIEPKOBE.

[TepBHIM 005I3aTENILHBIM IIYHKTOM B €€ CITHCKE [ejI, KOTOPhIe OHa HOJIKHAa OblIa COeaTh B CBOEH
BTOPOM KM3HH, ObIJIO Pa30pBaTh ITOMOJIBKY C KPOHIIPHUHIIEM. [lanee clefoBao CIIacTy CBOIO CEMbIO
OT YHUYTOXKEHMUS, IOTOMY YTO B IIEPBOM KMU3HU UMIIEPATOP Ka3HUII ee OTIla B HaKa3aHHUe 3a TO, UTO Y
He€é ciy4uscs BHIKuOb. OHa He Oblla B 9TOM BMHOBaTa. Ho 0OHa HefloolleHM/Ia er0 HEHaBUCTD K Hel
U ee ceMbe. XOTSI BEPHO U TO, YTO UMIIEPATPUIlA TAKKe CTOsIa 3a STUM.

Pa3wmepimnisas 00 3ToM, XOTs B IJIyOUHE ee cepAlla ¥ 3BydaJl I'oJIoC, IPU3HIBAIOLINN K MECTH, OHA
Ipefoyia IPOUTHOPUPOBATE ero. TpeThe, YTO OHa [0/IKHa Obljia CeNnaTh - 3TO He UMeTh HUKAKOT0
oTHoIeHus K CBATON. ITa HUKUYEeMHast ocoba yMesa TOJIbKO BeCTu ce0s MUJIO ITepef UMIepaTopoM,
HO IIPY 3TOM IT0JIb30BajlaCh YBaXKeHUEM BCeX B uMIepun. Kakas xeHIIHHa MOXKeT OBITh OnlacHee ee?

['maBHAs TePOMHS U30 BCEX CHUJI CTAapajach MPUAEPXKUBATHCS IIPABUJI, KOTOPHIe caMa Ajist cebst
YCTQHOBWJIA, ¥ TIEPBHIE MISITh JIET IIPOXKHUIIA CIIOKOWHO. OgHAKO, UTO OB OHA HU fejlaja, OHa BCE PAaBHO
BBITJISIETIa TPEBOCXOMHOM, IIPUBIIEKIIa BHUMaHNe UMIIEPATOPCKOM CeMbY ¥ BCTPETHIIAChH C
KPOHIIPUHIIEM



Kakoii ke 6€CIIOMOIIHOM 1 HCITYyTaHHOM OHA BRITJISIEINA, KOTrIa BIePBEIe BCTpeTuaa OyayIero
UMIIepaTopa B CBOEH BTOPOM KU3HU. B TOT MOMEHT OHa IJIaHUPOBasa cOexkaTh U3 UMIIEPUU BMECTE C
OTIIOM.

K coxameHuio, Kak Okl OHa HH IEITAIACh, CIOKET He I03BOJISII € 9TOT0 CHeaTh.

[ToToMy 4TO, HECMOTPS Ha BCe IMPOKJISITHIE BEIW, KOTOPhIe CAenal ¢ Hel MMmepaTop B mpeasiayLe
JKWM3HH, OH BCe elre OBl TTIaBHBIM repoeM... Ara. ATOT MUp ObIT OTBPATUTEJIEH U XOTeJT OaTh rJIaBHOU
TreporHe CaMyi0 OTBPATUTEIbHYIO ITPEIbICTOPHIO.

Kak, uyepT Bo3bMU, 9Ta PyMuHa BosneH nepeHecia COBMECTHYIO XKU3HB C TEM, KTO My4HJl €€ U
cenan ee XW3Hb 0YeHb HeCYacTHOM? KTo 3HaeT? ITOT UenoBeK OB faxke TeM, KTO KOCBEHHO yOu
ee! OH maxe yOuI ee HEBUHHOTO, ellle He pOAuBIIerocs pedeHka!

910 OBINIO OEWCTBUTENLHO YOUBUTENBHO. [0 KaKOW CTENeHM XKEeHIIMHA MOXKET OBITh TaKOH
Ma30XHCTKOH?

[To3Ke B UX KECTOKOH MCTOPHH JTI00BU BHISICHUIIOCH, YTO I'JIABHBINM Tepo¥ OBII OKOJIIOBAH C IIOMOIITHIO
Maruu. ['mynas CBsTasi, 10 COBMECTUTENIbCTBY 3JI0/ieliKa, Oblyla oOMaHyTa Kalpu3Hou OoruHe.
OpHaKO OHa MCII0JIb30Bajla CBOe eUHCTBEHHOE, IPArolleHHOoe XKeflaHue, YTOOh 3aCTaBUTh
MMIlIepaTopa, KOTOPHIM Cpa3ui ee HamoBaJll C MIEPBOT0 B3I, IOMIOOUTE €€ B OTBET.

Ecnu PacCCyXOaTh IIOA OIIPENEJIEHHBIM YI'JIOM 3PEHNs, €CIIK €€ LEeJIbI0 OBITIO CaMOYCIIOKO€HHue, To
37ogerKa IMOCTYIIMJIa MyOpPO, BEOb KPOHIIPHUHII, CTABIIKM 3aTEM HMIIEPATOpPOM, OBLJT BBICIIIEH BJIACThIO
B UMIIEPUHU U MOT IIOJAPUTH eu CaMVIO JIYUIIYIO 2KM3Hb B 3TOM MHUDE.

OpHako Henmb3s ObIIO He YYeCTh, HACKOJIBKO OHA SIBJISJIACEH 3710, YYUTHIBASI BCE €€ MEeHCTBUS B
oynymem. OHa OblyTa HeyOaBIIeCsS TepOUHel, TOTOMY YTO, HECMOTPS Ha TO, YTO el ObLI IPUCBOEH
CaMBI¥ BBICOKHMY CTATYC B CBSITOM II€PKBH, OHA PEOKO BBIMOJIHSIA CBOU 0053aHHOCTHU CBSITOM U
Oonbille BpeMeHH yOesisiia HUHTPUTaM IIPOTHB I'JIaBHOTO repos ¥ UMIlepaTopa.

HeynusuTesnbHO, 4YTO ¥ BO BTOPOU XXM3HU 3Ta CBATadA, AeBYLlKa 10 uMeHu Cy Jlrocu, moxersnasua TOro
ke. OgHAKO B 3TOT pa3 I'JIaBHOM reporHel Oblla Ta, KoMy 611aroBonuiu Hebeca, II03TOMY, XOTS
JKeynaHue ObIJIO TeM XKe caMbIM U BOTHHS eT0 UCIIOIHIIIA, CUJjla JII00BY BhI3Bajla Yy[0 U OTKpPHIIA
TJIaBHOMY T'epO0 BO3MOXKHOCTD BIIIOOUTHCS B T'JIaBHYIO T€POUHIO.

KTo 3HaeT, MOXKeT ObITh, 3TO OB TOTUYHBIM KOHEIT 7151 TONOOHBIX UCTOPHM, HO B KOHIIE KOHIIOB Ha
MMIIEPATOPCKOM 0asy BO ABOpPILE, KyHda ObLIM IPUTTIallleHbl BCE JBOPSHE UMIIEPUU U HEKOTOPHIE
BaxKHbIE TIOCJTAHHUKY U3 COCEOHUX CTPAH, MMPOU3OIIIO0 IPAaHIN03H0e pa3obiadyenue. PazobnauyeHue
yero? KoHe4HO ke, TOCTYIIKOB 3JI0EMKY, a TaK Ke NOMOIHUTETbHbIEe 00BUHEHUS OT OPYTUX
CIy4YalHBIX JIIOfEeN, KOTOPhEle BHE3AITHO MOSBUINCE U3 HUOTKYMA, YTOORl OCYOUTEH €e€.

CBSTYI0 OCYOUIHN U CTAJIM pacCMaTpUBaTh He Kak cuMBoJI LlepkBu CBeTa, a KakK QasbIIUBKYy UK
BeJIbMY U3 IPyroro Mupa. Ee 0OBMHUIN B TOM, UTO OHa KCII0Ih30BaJia 3allPEeTHYI0 YePHYI0 Maruio
[ Ty TEIIeCTBUY 110 MUpPAM U BbigaBasia cebs 3a CBATYIO UX MMmepun.

YTo mpou30IIo fanbiie? ECTeCTBEHHO, 3TO Obljla CYaCT/IMBas KU3Hb I'JIABHOW FePOUHU U MyTh
371omeky K 6e3yMUI0 ¥ CyMacCIIeCTBHIO.
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